Statewide Agricultural Preservation and Government Integrity Act

Preamble

Recognizing the vital importance of agriculture to the State’s heritage, economy, food security, environmental stability, and public welfare, this Act is enacted to permanently protect agricultural lands from conversion to residential or commercial development, to preserve such lands for present and future generations, and to ensure that land-use decisions are made transparently and solely in the public interest.


Legislative Findings
The Legislature hereby finds and declares that:
1. Agriculture has been a foundational industry of this State for more than one hundred years and remains essential to economic stability, food security, and rural livelihoods.

2. Citrus groves, cattle ranches, and working farmland provide direct employment to hundreds of thousands of residents and support numerous secondary industries, including processing, transportation, equipment supply, and distribution.

3. The citrus industry in particular sustains major processing facilities and businesses that rely on the continued availability of locally grown agricultural products, and the loss of such land threatens widespread job loss and economic harm.

4. The conversion of agricultural land to residential or commercial development results in permanent and irreversible loss of productive farmland.

5. Preserving agricultural land protects water resources, reduces infrastructure strain on local governments, mitigates flooding, and maintains open green space essential to environmental and public health.

6. Rezoning decisions affecting agricultural land are often permanent in nature and may conflict with the long-term economic, environmental, and food-supply interests of the State as a whole.

7. It is therefore a legitimate, necessary, and compelling public purpose of the State to establish uniform protections to ensure agricultural lands remain available for farming and ranching for future generations.


Additional Legislative Findings — Transparency and Anti-Corruption
The Legislature further finds and declares that:
8. The integrity of land-use and zoning decisions is essential to maintaining public trust in government.

9. Agricultural land is uniquely vulnerable to undue influence due to the significant financial incentives associated with residential and commercial development.

10. Campaign contributions, gifts, promises of future employment, or other things of value—whether direct or indirect—can improperly influence land-use decisions and undermine impartial governance.

11. Private communications between developers and public officials outside of publicly noticed meetings, commonly referred to as ex parte communications, erode transparency and deny the public meaningful participation in land-use decisions.

12. The absence of uniform statewide safeguards governing agricultural land rezoning increases the risk of favoritism, conflicts of interest, and abuse of public office.

13. Protecting agricultural land from improper rezoning serves not only economic and environmental interests, but also the compelling state interest of preventing corruption and preserving the integrity of governmental decision-making.

14. It is therefore necessary for the State to establish clear, uniform, and enforceable standards to ensure that decisions affecting agricultural land are made transparently, lawfully, and solely in the public interest.



Section 1. Purpose
The purpose of this Act is to preserve all agricultural land for continued agricultural use, protect rural economies, safeguard food production, maintain employment tied to agriculture, prevent irreversible loss of farmland, and ensure integrity and transparency in land-use governance.


Section 2. Definitions
(a) Agricultural Land
Land used for the cultivation of crops, including but not limited to citrus, vegetables, and row crops, or for the raising of livestock, including cattle and other farm animals.
(b) Protected Agricultural Land
Agricultural land that is legally restricted under this Act from rezoning or conversion to non-agricultural use.
(C)     Developer
Any individual, corporation, partnership, or entity seeking approval to rezone, develop, or otherwise convert agricultural land for non-agricultural use.


Section 3. Permitted Uses
The following uses are permitted on protected agricultural land:
Crop cultivation and harvesting
Livestock and ranching operations
Agricultural processing incidental to farming
Conservation practices
Infrastructure necessary to support agricultural operations



Section 4. Prohibited Uses
Residential, commercial, industrial, or mixed-use development that would remove land from agricultural production is prohibited, except as expressly authorized by state law.


Section 5. Zoning and Land Use
All agricultural land within the State shall remain zoned for agricultural use.
No county or municipality may rezone protected agricultural land for non-agricultural purposes unless expressly authorized by statewide vote or constitutional amendment.


Section 6. Enforcement and Penalties
The Department of Agriculture shall oversee enforcement of this Act.
Violations may result in fines, permit revocation, injunctive relief, and any other remedies available under state law.


Section 7. Conflict of Interest and Transparency Safeguards
(a) No elected or appointed official shall participate in, influence, or vote on any decision affecting protected agricultural land if that official has received campaign contributions, gifts, or anything of value from a developer or affiliated entity seeking rezoning or development approval within the preceding twenty-four (24) months.

(b) All communications between developers and public officials regarding protected agricultural land shall occur during publicly noticed meetings and shall be entered into the public record.

(c)  Any rezoning, permit, or development approval granted in violation of this section shall be null and void.

(d) This section shall be construed broadly to promote transparency, prevent conflicts of interest, and preserve public confidence in governmental decision-making.

