ELLY PAGE – UNIVERSITY OF NORTH ALABAMA (UNA) APPLICATION

HOW WE ARE APPLYING

Application: UNA Undergraduate Application through MyUNA
Student Type: First-Time Freshman
Entry Term: Fall 2027
Application Fee: $0 

1. ACADEMIC PROFILE

High School: Huntsville High School
Graduation: 2027
Unweighted GPA: 4.00
Weighted GPA: 4.25
Class Rank: Not Reported

AP coursework
· AP English Language and Composition
· AP Environmental Science
· AP English Literature and Composition
· AP United States Government and Politics

Senior Schedule
· AP English Literature and Composition
· AP United States Government and Politics
· Economics
· Forensic Science and Crime Investigation
· Algebra with Finance
· Co-op / Merrimack Hall

UNA English 112: Same answer as Alabama; do not report this as completed dual-enrollment credit.

TEST SCORES

YES. ABSOLUTELY SUBMIT THE ACT.
UNA is test optional for admission, but specifically encourages ACT submission because it can increase scholarship opportunities and affect placement. 

ACT Superscore: 28
Known highest sections:
· English: 32
· Reading: 28
· Math: 23
· Science: 21

UNA is unusually favorable for you here because UNA uses the ACT superscore for merit scholarships. That's a major difference from Alabama. UNA currently defines its superscore using the student's highest English, Reading and Math scores across test dates. 

With your 4.0 unweighted GPA and 28 superscore, the current 2027 scholarship chart places you at $8,500 PER YEAR. That's an automatic Academic Award based on the current published chart.  Over four years, that's potentially $34,000 before we even touch Honors, Leadership, endowed scholarships or anything else.

KEEP TAKING THE ACT

I want you to keep testing here, too.
With your GPA:
	ACT Superscore
	Current UNA Award

	26–27
	$8,000/year

	28–29
	$8,500/year

	30–32
	$10,000/year + Housing

	33–36
	$12,000/year + Housing



For the Presidential awards, UNA currently values the associated housing scholarship at $4,000/year for residence halls. So 30 is another very meaningful number for you.

And here's really good news: UNA says official ACT scores will be accepted through the April 2027 ACT test date for this purpose. So, Apply now with the 28. Then keep sending higher scores.

INTENDED MAJOR

This is where I want you to be thoughtful.  UNA now offers both:
· B.S. in Occupational Therapy Assistant
· And a graduate M.S. in Occupational Therapy

But those lead to different professional roles. I do NOT recommend B.S. Occupational Therapy Assistant for you right now. That program prepares graduates to become Certified Occupational Therapy Assistants (COTAs). You have consistently told me that you want to become an occupational therapist, not an occupational therapy assistant. Your working resume describes that goal specifically.
UNA itself explains that becoming an OT requires a bachelor's degree followed by at least a master's-level occupational therapy degree. 
Therefore:
FIRST-CHOICE MAJOR: Bachelor of Science in Exercise Science
Concentration: Pre-Professional Studies

This is an extremely clean fit. UNA explicitly says its Exercise Science Pre-Professional Studies concentration is designed for students pursuing advanced study in:
· Occupational Therapy
· Physical Therapy
· Medical School
· Other professional programs
It includes many of the prerequisite sciences you will need and a 200-hour senior internship. That's much more deliberate than picking a random science major.

WHY I LIKE EXERCISE SCIENCE FOR YOU AT UNA

It creates a logical progression:

Merrimack Hall
↓
Interest in helping people participate more independently
↓
Exercise Science / anatomy / movement / human function
↓
Pre-Occupational Therapy preparation
↓
M.S. Occupational Therapy

And UNA's own new graduate OT program currently requires prerequisites including:
· Abnormal Psychology
· Chemistry
· Human Growth and Development
· Anatomy & Physiology I
· Anatomy & Physiology II
· Statistics
plus at least 30 documented OT observation hours. So we can work backward from graduate school beginning freshman year.

CAREER INTEREST

If asked: Occupational Therapist

If you have space to expand: Occupational therapist serving children, adults and older adults and helping individuals with disabilities, injuries or other challenges participate more independently in everyday activities.
FAMILY / LEGACY CONNECTION

If UNA asks whether a parent or family member attended: YES. Your parents are UNA alumni. Enter the parents individually using their actual UNA degree/graduation information if requested. Do not guess years or degrees..

INITIAL ADMISSION APPLICATION

The initial UNA admission application itself is comparatively straightforward. UNA's freshman instructions focus on:
MyUNA application + official high-school transcript + optional ACT/SAT. 

That means we’re not going to force your entire resume into the basic admission application if the portal doesn't request it. The real work comes immediately afterward. Because UNA has something Alabama doesn't use in quite the same way:
THE LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP. And you are built for it.

UNA LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP

This is not optional for you in my opinion. UNA's Leadership Scholarships are specifically awarded based on strong leadership and volunteerism, and applicants must submit a 1–2 page detailed activity resume covering grades 9–12. Selection considers academics, leadership and community involvement. 

Eligibility:
· 3.0+ unweighted GPA
· 20+ ACT

Elly:
· 4.0 GPA
· 28 superscore

Very comfortably eligible. And here's another reason: Submitting the Leadership Scholarship resume also automatically puts the student into consideration for Leadership Housing Scholarships.  This should be one of our biggest UNA priorities.

COLE HONORS COLLEGE

YES. ABSOLUTELY APPLY. This is probably an even more obvious Honors application than Alabama. UNA Honors admission considers:
· GPA
· Test scores
· Extracurricular activities/work
· Leadership and service
· Writing ability

An ACT of 25+ OR a 3.5+ unweighted GPA is generally considered competitive, although UNA doesn't impose a hard minimum to apply. 

You have: 
· 4.0 GPA
· 28 ACT
· Employment
· President
· Schoolwide Secretary
· Service
· Church leadership
You are exactly the type of student who should apply.

THE HONORS SCHOLARSHIP IS REALLY GOOD

Every student accepted into Cole Honors currently receives $1,300 per year tuition scholarship for up to eight semesters PLUS, for first-time freshmen: $4,000 per year housing scholarship for the first two years. So the Honors College isn't just an academic designation for you. There is actual money attached.

HONORS APPLICATION CONTENT

UNA says the Honors application is available inside MyUNA after admission and requires:
· Short essay from designated prompts
· Resume
· Official ACT/SAT scores

But our content bank is already built. My first-choice Honors themes:

1. Learning to Notice Without Assuming — Merrimack
This is still probably your strongest thoughtful/intellectual-growth story.
2. Leadership Through Inclusion — Junior Civitan/Beach Bash
Excellent UNA-specific option because it combines leadership and service.
3. Quiet Leadership
Student Government + church + Merrimack — You aren’t necessarily the loudest person, but you pay attention, understand people and create calm.
4. Creativity + Human Function
Your interest in interior design and creating spaces where people feel comfortable and independent could be especially interesting for an OT-bound student. Your own language here is very good: you have said you want to create “safe spaces for people to thrive and meet their best potential.”

GENERAL & ENDOWED SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION

YES — THIS IS MANDATORY FOR OUR PROCESS.

UNA's 2027 General & Endowed Scholarship portal opens November 2, 2026
and closes March 1, 2027. Once admitted, we complete the general application and then search for scholarships matching:
· Huntsville High School
· Madison County — if that is her official home county
· Exercise Science
· Pre-Health
· Occupational Therapy
· College of Education and Human Sciences
· Leadership
· Community Service
· Women
· Church/Faith-related criteria where applicable
· And any other demographic or donor criteria that genuinely apply

LEADERSHIP SCHOLARSHIP

Inside that scholarship portal, search: Leadership Scholarship. Then upload the 1–2 page activity resume we build specifically for UNA. Deadline: March 1, 2027

PRESIDENTIAL MENTORS ACADEMY

This one is worth looking at carefully for you. UNA's Presidential Mentors Academy provides Freshman year: $2,000, then potentially up to $3,100/year in years 2–5
along with mentoring, academic advising, leadership development, community engagement and networking. Deadline: February 1, 2027 It opens November 1.
I would at least open the application and evaluate the prompts/eligibility when it becomes available.

TENNESSEE VALLEY SCHOLARS

There may also be another easy piece of money. UNA automatically awards a $1,000 one-year scholarship to eligible students with a 3.0+ GPA who reside in certain Tennessee Valley counties. Those include Madison County and Limestone County, among others.

ONE VERY IMPORTANT UNA DIFFERENCE

For Alabama, we spent a lot of energy perfecting the application Awards and Experience section. For UNA, the admission application is the easy part. The money application is what comes next. That is where I want our energy. Your biggest UNA opportunities are:
· Automatic Academic Scholarship
· Cole Honors College
· Leadership Scholarship
· Leadership Housing consideration
· General & Endowed Scholarships
· Possible Tennessee Valley Scholarship
· Potential PMA

UNA SCHOLARSHIP SNAPSHOT FOR YOU RIGHT NOW

At your current verified numbers:

Automatic Academic Scholarship: $8,500/year
Potential four-year value: $34,000
If accepted to Cole Honors: +$1,300/year × 4
Potential: +$5,200
Honors Housing +$4,000/year × 2
Potential: +$8,000

So before any Leadership or endowed award, your currently identifiable scholarship opportunities could represent $47,200 over four years, assuming the awards stack as permitted and she maintains renewal requirements.

And there are still other scholarship opportunities we have not put a dollar value on.
One caution: UNA says students cannot stack more than one housing scholarship, so if you later receives another housing award, we would compare rather than simply add every housing award together. 

AND THIS IS WHY THE ACT STILL MATTERS

If you move from a 28 to a 30 superscore, your automatic award currently moves from $8,500/year to $10,000/year + housing. That's a substantial change.

Apply now. Don't wait on your ACT. But absolutely keep taking it.



WHAT I WOULD ENTER IN THE UNA APPLICATION NOW

Student Type: Freshman
Entry Term :Fall 2027
Major: Exercise Science, BS
Concentration: Pre-Professional Studies
Career Goal: Occupational Therapy
Test Optional? NO — submit scores
ACT: 28 Superscore
GPA: 4.00 unweighted / 4.25 weighted
Class Rank: Not Reported
Parent/Family UNA Connection: Yes — enter both parents if requested
Transcript: Request official Huntsville High transcript immediately

UNA says the high school must send the transcript directly, and an admission decision can be made based on an official transcript through junior year. 

MY A2 ACHIEVE UNA TIMELINE FOR YOU

NOW — SEPTEMBER 2026
· Submit UNA undergraduate application.
· Send official Huntsville High transcript.
· Send current official ACT scores.

IMMEDIATELY AFTER ADMISSION
· Activate MyUNA.
· Apply to Cole Honors College.
· Use the scholarship-focused version of your resume.

NOVEMBER 1
· Review Presidential Mentors Academy.

NOVEMBER 2
· Complete the General & Endowed Scholarship Application.
· Search for and complete: Leadership Scholarship, plus every legitimately applicable endowed scholarship

THROUGH SPRING
· Keep sending improved ACT scores.

FEBRUARY 1
· PMA deadline.


