ELLY PAGE
UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA UNDERGRADUATE APPLICATION — WORKING DRAFT
APPLICATION BASICS

Application: UA Undergraduate Application
Entry Term: Fall 2027
Student Type: First-time Freshman
Campus: Main Campus
Residency: Alabama Resident
High School: Huntsville High School
Expected Graduation: 2027

For anything involving legal name, address, DOB, citizenship, residency or family information, I want you to enter it directly from your official records rather than us transferring it from another document.

ACADEMIC INFORMATION

GPA & Coursework
Unweighted GPA: 4.00
Weighted GPA: 4.25
Class Rank: Not Reported
Do not estimate a class rank or percentile if Huntsville High does not officially report one.
Senior-Year Coursework
Enter exactly as reflected on your transcript/schedule (just like we did on the Common App):
· AP English Literature and Composition
· AP United States Government and Politics
· Economics
· Forensic Science and Crime Investigation
· Algebra with Finance
· Co-op
Prior AP Coursework
· AP English Language and Composition
· AP Environmental Science
Honors Coursework
Your record also includes honors English, mathematics, biology, chemistry, U.S. history and world history coursework.
UNA English 112
Do not list UNA English 112 as completed dual-enrollment coursework.
Your working resume specifically notes that you had to drop the course because 112 was unavailable. I do not want an application accidentally implying that you completed a college course you did not complete.
INTENDED MAJOR
FIRST CHOICE: Human Development and Family Studies, BS
If the application gives a concentration choice: No Concentration
Career Interest: Occupational Therapy
Pre-Professional Interest: Pre-Occupational Therapy (if the application offers that as a separate pre-professional track or interest)

This is intentional. UA does not have a “pre-OT major”; students choose an undergraduate major and complete the Pre-Occupational Therapy track alongside it. I like Human Development and Family Studies for you more than choosing a generic science major simply because you want OT. The program studies growth and development across the lifespan, relationships, children and families, and UA specifically describes the no-concentration HDFS curriculum as flexible for students preparing for professional degrees. 

It also fits the application we are presenting:
Merrimack → children and adults → development → individual needs → independence → relationships → OT.
That feels authentic to you, rather than engineered for admission.

STANDARDIZED TESTING
YES — SUBMIT ACT SCORES
Current ACT Superscore: 28
Known highest sections:
English: 32
Reading: 28
Math: 23
Science: 21
Writing: 8

UA superscores ACT results for admission purposes, so the 28 is valuable. For automatic merit scholarships, however, UA uses an official single-date composite, not the superscore. 

So our strategy is:
Submit what you have now. Keep testing. Send every improved official score. I would not hold this application waiting for another ACT.



AWARDS AND EXPERIENCE
This is the heart of the Alabama application. I want these entered in this order if the portal permits us to control the order.

EXPERIENCE 1 — MERRIMACK HALL PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
Type: Employment / Career Experience
Organization: Merrimack Hall Performing Arts Center
Location: Huntsville, Alabama
Role: Teacher / Co-op Intern
Grades: 11–12
Start Date: August 4, 2025
Time Commitment: Approximately 14 hours per school week
Application Description: 
Teach and support year-round dance, yoga, art, pottery, games and recreational programs for children and adults with disabilities, ages 3–65. Adapt support to individual abilities, personalities, physical needs and emotional needs while creating a safe, welcoming and inclusive environment.
If we have additional room:
Work front desk operations, assist with participant pickup, organize materials, maintain classroom spaces and support summer camps and weekend programming. Developed patience, communication, adaptability and relationship-building skills while gaining direct experience related to occupational therapy.
Note: This is #1 without question. You work Monday through Thursday afternoons, teaches and supports multiple classes, works with participants ages 3–65 and balance roughly 14 hours per school week with academics, leadership and service. And I want Teacher prominent. Not just “volunteer with people with disabilities.”
You have real responsibility here.

EXPERIENCE 2 — JUNIOR CIVITAN
Type: Leadership / Community Service
Organization: Huntsville High School Junior Civitan
Grades: 10–12
Grade 10: Member
Grade 11: Chief of Staff
Grade 12: President
Application Description: 
Lead a student service organization focused on volunteerism, inclusion and community involvement. Coordinate service opportunities, communication and member participation; organize activities with Huntsville High's special-needs classes and connect students with volunteer opportunities through Merrimack Hall.


If additional room:
Help plan the annual Beach Bash for students in Huntsville High's special-needs classes, including games, music, chalk, snow cones and activities designed to encourage participation and social connection. Advanced from member to Chief of Staff to President.
Note: This shows progression, not membership. Member → Chief of Staff → President. That progression needs to be obvious.

EXPERIENCE 3 — STUDENT GOVERNMENT / STUDENT COUNCIL
Type: School Leadership
Organization: Huntsville High School Student Government / Student Council
Grades: 9–12
Grades 9–10: Class Representative
Grade 11: Community Service Chair
Grade 12: Schoolwide Secretary
Application Description: 
Elected schoolwide Secretary after serving as Community Service Chair and Class Representative. Connect students with volunteer opportunities, support schoolwide communication and events, and contribute to planning projects including prom, homecoming and pep rallies.
If additional room:
Help navigate disagreements by listening to different perspectives and encouraging productive solutions. Built a four-year leadership progression from class representative to Community Service Chair to schoolwide Secretary.
Note: Again: Representative → Chair → Schoolwide Secretary That's the story. Your involvement includes community-service outreach, prom planning, homecoming, pep rallies and conflict resolution.

EXPERIENCE 4 — HUNTSVILLE FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
Type: Leadership / Faith / Service
Organization: Huntsville First United Methodist Church
Grades: 10–12
Roles: Youth Mentor, Sunday School Leader, Vacation Bible School Worship Leader, Youth Group Member
Application Description: 
Mentor younger students through youth ministry and help children feel welcomed, included and supported. Lead first-grade Sunday School activities, including one-on-one support for children with special needs, and serve as a Vacation Bible School Worship Leader teaching dances to children across age groups.
Additional distinction if space allows: 
Selected by youth pastor as one of seven senior student speakers for the Discovery weekend serving approximately 200 Huntsville-area students.
Note: That's a really nice senior-year leadership distinction. Your VBS leadership alone represents approximately 60 hours across grades 10–12, and your church involvement includes youth mentoring, Sunday School and other church service. Your working resume also documents the selection for the Discovery senior talk.

EXPERIENCE 5 — THE JUNIOR GRACE CLUB
Type: Community Service
Organization: The Junior Grace Club
Grades: 11–12
Documented Junior-Year Service: Approximately 12 hours
Application Description: 
Participate in service projects throughout Huntsville, including Christmas assistance for Graces of Gurley, serving families at Manna House, working with children at Inner City Learning, supporting a Boys & Girls Club Easter event and reading one-on-one with a child through Girls Inc.
Note: I like this entry because it proves that your service isn't confined to one population or organization. Your documented projects include exactly those activities.

EXPERIENCE 6 — HUNTSVILLE HIGH SCHOOL VOLLEYBALL
Type: Athletics
Organization: Huntsville High School Volleyball
Position: Defensive Specialist
Grades: 9–10
Time Commitment: Approximately 20 hours/week
Application Description: 
Competed as a defensive specialist while committing approximately 20 hours each week to practices, games and team responsibilities. Developed discipline, perseverance, teamwork and time management while balancing athletics with a strong academic schedule.
Recognition: University of West Florida Volleyball Camp Rockstar Award, 2024
Note: Your working resume records that you received the Rockstar Award after continuing to play for your team while dealing with a pulled groin. I wouldn't make the injury dramatic. The award is enough.

EXPERIENCE 7 — ALPHA OMEGA SORORITY
Type: School/Community Organization
Organization: Alpha Omega Sorority
Grades: 9–12
Role: Member and Volunteer
Application Description: 
Four-year member participating in organization activities and community service projects.
Note: You can document projects and service hours here if you’d like. 



EXPERIENCE 8 — INDEPENDENT BABYSITTING
Use this only if UA gives us enough room or specifically asks for additional employment.
Type: Employment
Role: Independent Babysitter
Application Description: 
Provide occasional childcare, supervising children’s routines, activities, safety and basic needs. Demonstrate reliability, patience, communication and responsibility while caring for children independently.
Note: This is legitimate work, but it does not outrank the experiences above it.

HONORS AND AWARDS
I would enter all of these if Alabama gives us room.

National Honor Society
Grade 12
Description if requested:
Selected for membership based on scholarship, leadership, service and character.

National English Honor Society
Grades 11–12

Rho Kappa National Social Studies Honor Society
Grades 11–12

Mu Alpha Theta Mathematics Honor Society
Grades 11–12

Science National Honor Society
Grades 11–12
If description is available:
Participated in service including a blood drive and community LEGO-building event.

National Art Honor Society
Grades 11–12
If description is available:
Participated in school art projects and service activities throughout the year.

UNIVERSITY OF WEST FLORIDA VOLLEYBALL CAMP ROCKSTAR AWARD
Year: 2024
Description: 
Recognized for perseverance and commitment to her team during volleyball camp competition.

COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS
Use documented numbers with the appropriate organizations. We currently have records showing approximately:
· Merrimack Hall volunteer service: 201.5 hours
· Huntsville First UMC: 90 hours
· Junior Grace: 12 hours
· Plus Junior Civitan service

Important Merrimack distinction
Once you became an employee, I do not want the same hour counted simultaneously as:
paid employment + volunteer service. If Alabama asks for total volunteer hours, we use only hours actually classified as volunteer service.

CAREER / PROFESSIONAL GOAL
If the application asks:
Intended Career
Occupational Therapist

If space allows:
Occupational therapist working with children, adults and older adults to help individuals with disabilities, injuries or other challenges participate more independently in everyday life.

PERSONAL / CAREER INTERESTS
If UA gives you an interest section or asks about academic areas beyond the major:
Occupational Therapy
Human Development
History
Interior Design
Art and Creativity
Community Service
Faith-Based Leadership
Mentoring
Disability Advocacy and Inclusion

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
LEAVE IT BLANK. For the Alabama application, I don't see anything in Elly's current record that needs to be explained defensively. We are not going to:
· explain ordinary ACT fluctuations;
· dump extra activities into this section;
· write another essay;
· explain that she is a good person;
· repeat the Merrimack story;
· discuss friendships;
· explain why she wants OT again.
Blank is completely fine.


