MADELEINE WHARTON
COMMON APP STEP-BY-STEP GUIDE
A2 Achieve | Class of 2027

Madeleine, this document is your guide for completing the main portion of your Common Application. You have already completed a tremendous amount of the hard work. We have identified your academic strengths, leadership progression, athletic accomplishments, employment, service, art, career interests, college priorities, and the stories that may eventually become part of your essays. Now we are going to translate all of that into the Common App.

For your college list, we are handling The University of Alabama separately through Alabama’s institutional application because we have already built a specific Alabama strategy for you. Do not submit Alabama through Common App unless we intentionally change that strategy.

Your current and previously identified Common App schools include:
· Auburn University
· Samford University
· University of Alabama at Huntsville
· University of South Alabama
· University of Alabama at Birmingham
· The University of Mississippi
· University of Georgia
· University of Miami
· Harvard University
· Yale University
· Princeton University
· University of Montevallo

This does not mean that I expect you to apply to every school on this list.
Your current top five are:
1. The University of Alabama
2. Auburn University
3. Samford University
4. University of Alabama at Huntsville
5. University of South Alabama

Your list may continue to change as we learn more about admissions, scholarships, pole vault opportunities, coaching interest, campus fit, and your own preferences. That is completely okay.



THE BIG PICTURE
The most important thing to understand is that we are not simply filling in boxes.
We are building one application that gives a college the clearest possible picture of who you are. Your strongest themes are unusually clear:

Elite athletic achievement.
You are a two time AHSAA Class 5A Pole Vault State Champion who has continued training rather than becoming comfortable after winning.

Sustained elected leadership.
You were elected Class President three consecutive years and then elected overall Student Government Association President as a senior.

Academic strength and rigor.
You have a 4.0 unweighted GPA, 4.2 weighted GPA, are currently ranked 7 out of 104 students, and have pursued Honors, AP, and Dual Enrollment coursework.

Real medical experience.
You are not simply saying that you are interested in medicine. You already work as a Medical Assistant at Dermatology of North Alabama and have meaningful exposure to patient care and clinical procedures.

Creativity and entrepreneurship.
You are an award winning artist who has operated Madeleine Made for years, completed more than 50 commissioned pieces, sold work to customers, and handled the business side of your art.

Service and community connection.
You have used leadership, cheer, art, and community organizations to serve other people in several different ways.

Independence and work ethic.
You have repeatedly described yourself as someone who makes her own choices, works hard, stays organized, and is willing to put in the work even when something does not come easily.

These themes should appear throughout your application. But they should not all appear in every section. The goal is for the reader to finish your application and understand the complete picture without feeling that we repeated the same accomplishment six different ways.



STEP 1: ADD YOUR COLLEGES

Log into your Common App account.
Go to:
College Search

Add the schools you are currently serious about applying to through Common App.
At minimum, based on your current top choices, I want you to have:
· Auburn University
· Samford University
· University of Alabama at Huntsville
· University of South Alabama

We can add additional schools as we finalize the list.

Possible additional Common App schools from the list we have already discussed include:
· University of Alabama at Birmingham
· The University of Mississippi
· University of Georgia
· University of Miami
· Harvard University
· Yale University
· Princeton University
· University of Montevallo

IMPORTANT
You may also see The University of Alabama in Common App. Do not submit Alabama through Common App. We are completing Alabama separately through its institutional application.

Once your Common App colleges are added, they will appear under My Colleges.
Do not worry about completing every school specific question immediately.

First, we are going to build:
My Common Application
That information becomes the foundation we can use across multiple colleges.

STEP 2: PROFILE

Go to:
Common App → Profile
Most of this section is factual information.

PERSONAL INFORMATION
Enter your legal name exactly as it appears on official school and government records.
Legal Name: Madeleine Rose Wharton

Use your current:
· Home address
· Personal phone number
· Personal email
· Date of birth

Use a personal email address, not a school email address that could eventually become inaccessible.

Complete citizenship, geography, demographic, military, and fee waiver questions accurately based on your actual information.

LANGUAGE
If you have taken a language in school or otherwise developed proficiency in another language, you may report it. You do not have to be completely fluent for a language to appear here. However, only indicate the areas in which you legitimately have some proficiency:
· Speaking
· Reading
· Writing
· Native language
· Language spoken at home

I do not currently have enough information about your foreign language coursework to tell you exactly what to select. Do not guess simply because you took a language class. Answer according to what you can actually do.

IMPORTANT
There is no admissions strategy involved in changing factual demographic information.
Answer everything honestly and exactly.

STEP 3: FAMILY
Go to:
Common App → Family

Common App may ask for:
· Parent or guardian names
· Marital or household information
· Occupations
· Employment
· Education level
· Colleges attended
· Degrees earned
· Graduation years
· Sibling information

Complete this section with your parents.

A2 ACHIEVE NOTE
Do not guess about:
· A parent’s degree
· Graduation year
· Exact job title
· College attended
· Degree type

Ask your parent if you are unsure.

STEP 4: EDUCATION
Go to:
Common App → Education

This is extremely important because it establishes the academic foundation of your application.

CURRENT OR MOST RECENT SECONDARY SCHOOL
Enter:
Guntersville High School
Guntersville, Alabama
Expected Graduation Year: 2027

Use the official graduation date provided by Guntersville High School.
Do not estimate if the school has published an exact date.

GPA
You currently report:
Unweighted GPA: 4.0
Weighted GPA: 4.2

Before submitting, compare these numbers with your most recent official transcript.
Common App may ask you to identify:
· GPA
· GPA scale
· Whether the GPA is weighted or unweighted
Use the way Guntersville High School officially reports this information. DO NOT GUESS AT THE GPA SCALE.

CLASS RANK
Your currently reported class rank is:
7 out of 104

This is a significant academic strength. Enter the exact rank and class size reported by Guntersville High School at the time you submit. If the number changes before submission, use the updated official number.

CURRENT OR MOST RECENT YEAR COURSES
Use your actual senior schedule. Your currently reported senior schedule is:

1st Period: AP Calculus AB
2nd Period: Student Aide
3rd Period: Economics, ½ credit / United States Government and Politics, ½ credit
4th Period: AP Biology
5th Period: AP Studio Art Drawing
6th Period: Cooperative Education/WBL I
7th Period: Cooperative Education/WBL I

Enter the courses exactly as your schedule or transcript identifies them. Do not rename a class to make it sound more rigorous. For the Economics/Government combination, follow Common App’s format and your transcript. If these appear as two separate semester courses on your transcript, enter them accordingly.

YOUR ACADEMIC RIGOR
Your high school record includes Honors, AP, and Dual Enrollment coursework.

Honors coursework reported includes:
· Honors Biology
· Honors English 9
· Honors Geometry with Data Analysis
· Honors Algebra II with Statistics
· Honors Chemistry
· Honors English 10

Use the official course designations on your transcript rather than this guide if there is any difference. 

AP coursework reported includes:
· AP Chemistry
· AP Biology
· AP Studio Art Drawing
· AP Calculus AB

Again, enter courses exactly as Guntersville reports them.

COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES
Because you have taken Dual Enrollment coursework, Common App may ask which college awarded the college credit.

Your Dual Enrollment institution is Snead State Community College

Your reported Dual Enrollment coursework includes:
· English Composition I
· English Composition II
· Fundamentals of Public Speaking
· United States History I
· United States History II

Use the official Snead State and Guntersville transcript titles.

VERY IMPORTANT
You retook two Dual Enrollment courses after initially earning lower As. You later earned a 99 and 98, and your class rank improved from 11 back to 7. If those repeated courses appear on your transcript, we may explain them briefly in Additional Information, so a college understands why two courses appear twice. Do not try to hide or manipulate the transcript. Your decision to voluntarily retake classes you had already passed actually tells us something valuable about your standards, academic ownership, and willingness to improve.

ACADEMIC HONORS
Common App’s Honors section is intended primarily for academic achievements and distinctions.

This is different from the University of Alabama application we already framed. For Alabama, we were able to lead an open honors and awards section with your state championships.

For Common App, I want to be more conservative about keeping athletic recognition with your athletic activity unless the individual college provides a broader awards section.

RECOMMENDED HONOR 1
Guntersville High School Top Ten
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 as applicable
Recognition Level: School
You have remained in the Top Ten throughout high school and are currently ranked 7 of 104.

RECOMMENDED HONOR 2
A Honor Roll
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 as applicable
Recognition Level: School
Use only the years officially documented by Guntersville.

RECOMMENDED HONOR 3
National Honor Society
Grades: 11, 12
Your election as NHS President will be emphasized separately in Activities because the leadership role is more important than simply repeating membership here.

RECOMMENDED HONOR 4
Visual Art Recognition
Possible recognitions include:
· Alabama State Superintendent Art Show – Second Place
· Fourth Congressional District Art Competition – Third Place
· Art on the Lake – First Place recognition

We need to confirm the exact years and number of Art on the Lake first place awards before final submission. Because these recognitions occurred at different levels, we will word this entry carefully once we see exactly how Common App presents the recognition fields.

RESERVED HONOR 5
Leave this open for now. Do not invent a fifth academic honor simply because Common App gives us five spaces.

Before submission, check for:
· AP Scholar recognition
· Additional Honor Roll distinctions
· Academic Letters
· Department awards
· Academic Student of the Month
· Dual Enrollment Dean’s or President’s List
· School academic awards
· Other documented academic recognition

An application with four legitimate honors is better than one with five inflated honors.

IMPORTANT: WHERE THE POLE VAULT AWARDS GO
Do not worry. We are absolutely not hiding the fact that you are a state champion.
Your athletic recognition includes major distinctions such as:
· Two time AHSAA Class 5A Pole Vault State Champion
· State third place finish
· All State Track and Field recognition
· Marshall County Pole Vault Championships
· Sectional championship recognition

These accomplishments will be impossible to miss because they will appear prominently in your Activities section, resume, recruiting materials, and appropriate college specific sections.

If an individual university asks for all honors and awards, rather than specifically academic honors, your state championships go first.

FUTURE PLANS
Your current intended academic direction is:
Major: Biology
Your long term career interest is:
Medicine / Physician

You are particularly interested in:
· Dermatology
· Medical dermatology
· Surgical dermatology
· Cosmetic dermatology
· Potential medical practice ownership

You have also expressed a genuine secondary interest in:

Interior Design / Art and Design
You have said that you would eventually like to bring medical or dermatological services to Guntersville that are not currently readily available.

That combination of interests is part of your story. However, we do not need to make every college application identical.

For schools where you must select a major, we will generally begin with Biology or the appropriate premedical academic pathway, unless a particular university offers another program that is a better fit.

Remember: “Pre med” is usually not the undergraduate major itself. You can major in Biology and complete the prerequisites necessary for medical school.
STEP 5: TESTING
Go to:
Common App → Testing

Your currently reported testing is:
ACT Composite: 31
ACT Superscore: 32

Reported section scores:
English: 35
Math: 29
Reading: 31
Science: 25
Writing: 8

You are planning another ACT attempt in September 2026.

IMPORTANT
Use your actual ACT score reports to enter:
· Test dates
· Composite score
· Section scores
· Any superscore information
· Writing score, if requested

Do not estimate test dates.

You also reported taking AP exams associated with:
· AP Chemistry
· AP Studio Art Drawing

I do not currently have verified AP exam scores. Only report AP scores using your actual College Board record. Before you apply to any Ivy League school, we need to revisit AP reporting. 

A2 ACHIEVE TESTING STRATEGY
Continue taking the ACT seriously.

A higher score could potentially affect:
· Merit scholarships
· Honors consideration
· Competitive scholarships
· Admissions positioning at more selective colleges

We will make the test submission decision school by school. Do not assume that because one college should receive your score, every college should.

STEP 6: ACTIVITIES

This is one of the most important parts of Madeleine’s Common App. You have more than ten legitimate experiences. That is a good problem.

Common App does not ask us to document everything you have ever done. It asks us to select the experiences that best explain how you have spent your time and what matters to you.

I am strategically ordering these. We are not simply listing them chronologically.

RECOMMENDED ACTIVITY 1
VARSITY TRACK AND FIELD / POLE VAULT
Activity Type: Athletics: JV/Varsity
Position/Leadership: Varsity Pole Vaulter; Top Ranked Team Vaulter
Organization: Guntersville High School Track and Field
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12
Hours Per Week: Approximately 6 during school season
Weeks Per Year: CONFIRM
Participation: School year / athletic season
COPY/PASTE DESCRIPTION
2x AHSAA 5A pole vault state champion; 2024 state 3rd; 11'0.75" PR; top team vaulter; train/compete year-round.
WHY THIS IS #1
A two time state championship is extraordinary achievement. But this activity also gives the college context for what the awards required. You have progressed approximately from:
8th grade: 8'6"
Freshman: 9'6"
Sophomore: 10'6"
Junior: 11'0.75"
Your senior goal is approximately 12'1" and another outdoor state championship.
Those numbers represent years of deliberate progression.

RECOMMENDED ACTIVITY 2
STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION
Activity Type: Student Government/Politics
Position/Leadership: Class President 9–11; SGA President 12
Organization: Guntersville High School Student Government Association
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12
Hours Per Week: Approximately 5
Weeks Per Year: CONFIRM
COPY/PASTE DESCRIPTION
Class President 9-11; SGA President 12. Lead 500 students/19 officers; planned prom, breakfast, pep rallies, and school events.
WHY THIS IS #2
This is not a senior year title added to your application. Your classmates elected you Class President for three consecutive years and then you moved into overall SGA leadership. As SGA President, you represent approximately 500 students and coordinate with approximately 19 officers, including four class presidents.
Your prom work gives us especially strong evidence of what “president” actually means. You helped:
· Plan a prom for approximately 300 students
· Book the venue and DJ
· Select the theme
· Design decor
· Coordinate volunteers
· Contact more than 300 businesses for prom breakfast donations
· Help manage more than $18,000 in monetary donations and budget
· Make changes based on complaints from the previous year
· Organize fundraising
That is management, communication, organization, budgeting, problem solving, and leadership.

RECOMMENDED ACTIVITY 3
MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Activity Type: Work – Paid
Position/Leadership: Medical Assistant
Organization: Dermatology of North Alabama
Beginning: May 2025
Grades: 10, 11, 12 as applicable based on Common App summer designation
Hours Per Week: Approximately 5–6 currently
Weeks Per Year: CONFIRM
COPY/PASTE DESCRIPTION
Support patient care: histories, charting, sterile trays, wound care, injections, biopsies/surgeries, specimens, follow-up calls.
WHY THIS IS EXTREMELY STRONG
You do not simply say you want to become a physician. You have worked in an actual medical environment. Your reported responsibilities include:
· Calling patients
· Recording medical histories
· Assisting during examinations
· Charting
· Preparing surgical trays
· Sterilizing instruments
· Operating an autoclave
· Performing wound care and dressings
· Administering local anesthetic injections under the practice’s procedures
· Assisting with biopsies and surgeries
· Educating patients about post operative care
· Collecting and labeling specimens
· Communicating biopsy results and follow up information as directed
· Photographing skin for medical records
You may interact with approximately 2–10 patients during a typical shift depending on the clinic schedule. This activity provides real evidence that you are testing your interest in medicine rather than selecting “pre med” because it sounds impressive.
IMPORTANT: Do not ever include private patient names or identifying medical information in an application or essay.

RECOMMENDED ACTIVITY 4
CLUB POLE VAULT
Activity Type: Athletics: Club
Position/Leadership: Competitive Pole Vaulter
Organization: Ascend Athletics
Grades: 10, 11, 12 as applicable
Hours Per Week: Approximately 10 normally; up to approximately 14 during heavy training periods
Training: Approximately 11 months per year
Weeks Per Year: CONFIRM EXACT REPORTING METHOD
COPY/PASTE DESCRIPTION
Train ~11 months/year with Ascend Athletics; compete off-season, strength train, study technique, and pursue collegiate vault opportunities.
WHY THIS GETS ITS OWN ACTIVITY
Varsity Track explains what you accomplish for Guntersville. Ascend Athletics explains the work behind it. You train almost year round. On days you do not jump, your coach may provide running or lifting workouts, and you also independently strength train. Separating school track from club pole vault allows colleges to understand the true commitment required to compete at your level.

RECOMMENDED ACTIVITY 5
VARSITY CHEERLEADING
Activity Type: Athletics: JV/Varsity or Cheer
Position/Leadership: Varsity Cheerleader; Captain
Organization: Guntersville High School Varsity Cheer
Grades: 10, 11, 12
Hours Per Week: Approximately 4
Weeks Per Year: CONFIRM


COPY/PASTE DESCRIPTION
Varsity cheerleader and senior captain; lead team decisions, keep teammates on task, organize bonding, and help lead youth cheer clinic.
WHY THIS MATTERS
Cheer adds another side of you. You are not only competing individually in pole vault. You also participate in a team environment where leadership means:
· Making decisions
· Keeping teammates organized
· Taking authority when necessary
· Building team culture
· Organizing team bonding
· Representing your school
You have organized activities such as lake days, sleepovers, and themed game activities to strengthen team relationships. You have also helped run an elementary cheer clinic serving approximately 150 children, where you helped lead cheers, dances, stunts, and tumbling.

RECOMMENDED ACTIVITY 6
MADELEINE MADE
Activity Type: Art / Work / Other Club or Activity
Position/Leadership: Founder; Artist; Owner
Organization: Madeleine Made
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12
Although you began the business before high school, Common App should reflect only the high school years in the grade level field.
Hours Per Week: CONFIRM AVERAGE
Weeks Per Year: CONFIRM
COPY/PASTE DESCRIPTION
Run custom-art business; 50+ commissions, pricing, customer revisions, social media, local shows/boutiques, and large-scale original work.
WHY THIS IS STRONG
This is much more than “I like art.” You have operated your art business for more than eight years and completed approximately 50 or more commissioned pieces. You:
· Create original art
· Accept commissions
· Set prices
· Communicate with customers
· Revise work
· Promote through social media
· Sell through local shows
· Have had work sold through boutiques
· Have completed large format work
You also designed artwork used publicly for Art on the Lake, including promotional materials, social media, and a T shirt design. This activity demonstrates creativity, entrepreneurship, customer service, persistence, and independent initiative.

RECOMMENDED ACTIVITY 7
NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY
Activity Type: Academic
Position/Leadership: President
Organization: National Honor Society, Guntersville High School
Grades: 11, 12
Hours Per Week: CONFIRM
Weeks Per Year: CONFIRM
COPY/PASTE DESCRIPTION
NHS President; lead member induction and ceremony planning while supporting scholarship, character, leadership, and service expectations.
WHY THIS IS HERE
NHS membership by itself is already represented in Honors. The reason it earns an activity slot is that you were elected President. Leadership changes the significance of the activity.

RECOMMENDED ACTIVITY 8
FELLOWSHIP OF CHRISTIAN ATHLETES
Activity Type: Religious / Other Club or Activity
Position/Leadership: Leadership Team Member
Organization: Fellowship of Christian Athletes
Grades: 10, 11, 12
Hours Per Week: Approximately 1
Weeks Per Year: CONFIRM
COPY/PASTE DESCRIPTION
FCA Leadership Team member; plan school events, lead huddles, and support a faith-centered community for students.

RECOMMENDED ACTIVITY 9
COMMUNITY AND CIVIC LEADERSHIP
I recommend grouping several selected leadership programs rather than spending individual Common App spaces on each.
Activity Type: Other Club/Activity
Position/Leadership: Selected Youth Leadership Participant
Organizations: Mayor’s Youth Council / Chamber Youth Leadership / Chick-fil-A Leadership Academy / Class Marshal
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 as applicable
COPY/PASTE DESCRIPTION
Selected for Mayor's Youth Council, Chamber Youth Leadership, Chick-fil-A Leadership Academy, and Class Marshal; support civic events.
INCLUDED EXPERIENCES
Mayor’s Youth Council
Grades 9–12
Approximately 4 hours/month
Chamber of Commerce Youth Leadership
Grades 10–12
Approximately 4 hours/month
Chick-fil-A Leadership Academy
Grade 11
Class Marshal
Grades 9–12
Approximately 4 hours/month
STRATEGY: We do not need four activity spaces to communicate four related leadership experiences. Grouping them allows us to show that other adults and organizations have repeatedly selected you for leadership opportunities without sacrificing the rest of your application. Plus, we will include this in the “additional information” of the writing section of the Common App. 

RECOMMENDED ACTIVITY 10
COMMUNITY SERVICE
Activity Type: Community Service – Volunteer
Position/Leadership: Volunteer; Youth Mentor
Organization: Guntersville School and Community Organizations
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12 as applicable
Reported Total Service: 50+ hours
COPY/PASTE DESCRIPTION
50+ service hrs: youth cheer clinic, Wildcat Pantry food drive, hospital baby baskets, community events, and creative design service.
SERVICE WE ARE PRESERVING
Your documented service includes work such as:
Elementary Cheer Clinic
· Approximately 150 children
· Helped organize activities
· Led cheers, dances, stunts, and tumbling
Wildcat Pantry Canned Food Drive
· Promoted the drive through Student Government
· Encouraged participation
· Donations supported students needing food and clothing
Hospital Gift Baskets
· Completed through Chick-fil-A Leadership Academy
· Created approximately one dozen baskets
· Included diapers, socks, toiletries, activities, and other items
· Provided to Marshall Medical Centers North for new mothers and babies


Art and Design Service
· Creative and community projects, including festival related design work
You have said that service feels most meaningful when you can see a direct positive impact on another person. That connects naturally with several other pieces of your application without needing to repeat them. We will expand on these experiences in the additional information/writing section. 

EXPERIENCES WE ARE STILL KEEPING
Something does not disappear simply because it does not receive its own Common App activity slot. We will document many of these in the additional experiences/writing section. 
Your A2 Achieve Working Resume should preserve:
· Babysitting
· Varsity Swimming
· Individual service projects
· Additional SGA projects
· Additional civic leadership
· Art awards
· Pole vault awards
· Cheer activities
· Additional leadership programs
· Certifications
· Creative work
· Employment responsibilities
· Athletic recruiting information
These experiences can later become useful for:
· Scholarships
· Honors programs
· Supplemental essays
· Resumes
· Athletic recruiting
· Interviews
· Recommendation packets

STEP 7: RESPONSIBILITIES AND CIRCUMSTANCES

Common App may ask about responsibilities outside traditional extracurricular activities. Answer honestly. Do not select something simply because it sounds responsible. Possible questions may involve:
· Providing transportation for family members – Do you ever transport younger siblings? If so, mark this? 
· Caring for younger family members – Do you ever babysit younger siblings? If so, mark this. 
· Caring for an elderly, sick, or disabled family member – Do you help with aging grandparents? 
· Working to contribute financially to the household – If you work a part time job and use that money to pay for anything for yourself, such as clothes, gas, food, etc., you are contributing to your household income because this is money your parents do not have to give you. 
· Managing significant household responsibilities

You have paid employment and babysitting experience, but that does not automatically mean every household responsibility option applies to you. Select only the responsibilities that accurately describe your life.

STEP 8: WRITING
Go to:
Common App → Writing
There are several different pieces here.

PERSONAL ESSAY
Your personal essay is not supposed to summarize your resume. Your GPA, state championships, SGA presidency, medical job, and other accomplishments are already visible elsewhere. The essay should reveal something about Madeleine the person.

Please use the Common App Essay incubator to develop your essay. 

CHALLENGES AND CIRCUMSTANCES
Common App provides an optional space to explain meaningful challenges or circumstances that affected your academics, activities, responsibilities, or opportunities.

For you, I do think we have something legitimate to consider here.

The sudden death of your grandfather occurred during a week when you were carrying major Class President responsibilities for prom.

Please use the Common App Short Answer incubator to develop your essay. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
I also recommend that we use the Additional Information section. But again: This is not another personal essay.

COPY/PASTE FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
Throughout high school, I have challenged myself through Honors, AP, and Dual Enrollment coursework while maintaining a 4.0 unweighted GPA. After earning lower A grades in two Dual Enrollment courses, my class rank moved from the Top Ten position I had maintained throughout high school to approximately 11th. Although I had already passed both courses, I chose to retake them during the summer because I knew I was capable of stronger work. I earned a 99 and 98, and my class rank subsequently moved back to 7th out of 104 students. I am including this primarily to provide context if the repeated coursework appears on my transcript.
Because Common App limits the Activities section to ten entries, several additional experiences are also not represented individually. These include four years as a Class Marshal; participation in the Mayor’s Youth Council, Chamber of Commerce Youth Leadership Program, and Chick-fil-A Leadership Academy; varsity swimming; babysitting; additional community service; and expanded art and leadership work.
My service has included helping organize and lead an elementary cheer clinic for approximately 150 children, supporting a canned food drive for the Wildcat Pantry, and helping create gift baskets for new mothers and babies at Marshall Medical Centers North. My artistic work also extends beyond Madeleine Made and includes award-winning art and publicly used design work for Art on the Lake.
These experiences remain an important part of my overall high school involvement, even though they could not each receive a separate Common App activity entry.

STEP 9: COURSES & GRADES

Some colleges require students to self-report coursework and grades through Common App. If one of your colleges requires it: HAVE YOUR OFFICIAL TRANSCRIPT OPEN. Enter every course exactly as your transcript reports it.

Do not:
· Rename courses
· Round grades
· Guess credit values
· Change course levels
· Turn a regular course into Honors
· Turn Honors into AP
· Guess whether something was Dual Enrollment
· Remove repeated coursework because you do not like how it looks

If your transcript shows the repeated Dual Enrollment courses, enter them as required. We can explain the context separately. Accuracy matters more than appearance.

STEP 10: REVIEW YOUR MAIN COMMON APPLICATION

Before moving deeply into individual colleges, review:
· Profile
· Family
· Education
· Testing
· Activities
· Writing
· Courses & Grades, if required

Look for Common App completion indicators.

IMPORTANT: DO NOT SUBMIT ANYTHING SIMPLY BECAUSE THE SECTION IS COMPLETE. Completion and submission are two different things.

STEP 11: AUBURN UNIVERSITY
Go to:
My Colleges → Auburn University

Auburn is currently one of your top choices. Complete Auburn’s school specific questions carefully.

CURRENT ACADEMIC DIRECTION
Your primary direction is:
Biology / Premedical preparation
Your longer term goal is medicine.

Where Auburn asks about academic interests, we will choose the program that most accurately supports that direction. Do not select an unrelated program because you believe it might be easier to get into unless we have intentionally discussed that strategy.

YOUR AUBURN STORY
Auburn should see:
· 4.0 unweighted / 4.2 weighted academic record
· Rank 7 of 104
· Strong science rigor
· Two time state championship
· SGA leadership
· Medical Assistant experience
· Art and entrepreneurship
· Continued athletic ambitions

BEFORE SUBMITTING AUBURN
Check:
· Application term
· Admission plan
· Intended major
· Residency
· Testing choice
· Scholarship questions
· Honors opportunities
· Transcript requirements
· Activities/resume opportunities
· Supplemental questions
· Required acknowledgments

IMPORTANT: Upload the PDF copy of the Academic Resume for Auburn University provided in the Auburn Activities section.

STEP 12: SAMFORD UNIVERSITY

Go to:
My Colleges → Samford University
Samford is currently one of your top five.

Your interests align naturally with a pre-health and Biology direction. However, Samford is a different college environment from Alabama and Auburn, so do not simply copy an answer about wanting a huge university atmosphere if Samford asks why you are interested.

Your application to Samford should emphasize your genuine interest in:
· Strong academics
· Biology
· Premedical preparation
· Leadership
· Community
· Service
· Athletics, if an opportunity develops
· Faith based involvement where relevant

Your FCA leadership may be particularly relevant to the complete picture here.

STEP 13: UAH, SOUTH ALABAMA, UAB, AND MONTEVALLO

These schools may remain important for different reasons.

UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA AT HUNTSVILLE
UAH is currently in your top five. Use Biology or the appropriate premedical pathway. Pay attention to:
· Merit scholarship consideration
· Honors opportunities
· Biology/pre-health opportunities
· Research opportunities

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH ALABAMA
South Alabama is also currently in your top five, although you told me it is the school on that list you are currently least excited about. That does not mean we remove it automatically. It does mean we should continue asking whether it genuinely belongs on the final list. If you apply, use the application to explore the strength of its:
· Biology pathway
· Premedical preparation
· Healthcare environment
· Scholarship opportunities
· Athletics
· Student life

Do not keep a college merely because it seems like a school you “should” apply to.

UAB
UAB makes obvious academic sense for a student interested in healthcare and medicine. But academic fit is only one part of college fit. Your preference currently leans toward a college town or small town rather than a suburban environment, with strong school spirit and a traditional university experience. Keep that in mind when deciding whether UAB remains on the final list.

UNIVERSITY OF MONTEVALLO
Montevallo deserves special attention because its pole vault program has already entered the conversation. You have had communication with Coach Tommy Barksdale, including an invitation to visit and discussion of possible athletic scholarship money after academic scholarship review. If Montevallo remains active in athletic recruiting, do not treat it as an ordinary backup application. We will evaluate:
· Academic fit
· Biology/pre-health opportunities
· Athletic opportunity
· Coaching relationship
· Scholarship package
· Campus fit
· Whether you would actually choose it over your other options

Athletic money alone should not make the decision for you. You have already told me that you would not choose a weaker academic fit simply for a better athletic opportunity. That is an important standard to preserve.



STEP 14: ADDITIONAL SELECTIVE AND HIGH REACH SCHOOLS

Your broader list has included:
· University of Georgia
· University of Miami
· Harvard
· Yale
· Princeton
· Ole Miss

These are not all the same type of application. Do not treat them that way. For more selective schools, the application must go beyond impressive numbers and titles.

A reader already sees:
· State Champion
· 4.0
· Top Ten
· SGA President
· Medical Assistant

The question becomes:
What kind of person is behind those accomplishments?

That makes your:
· Personal essay
· Teacher recommendations
· Supplemental essays
· Intellectual interests
· Personal voice
· Character
· Distinctive stories
even more important.

If Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Miami, or Georgia remains on the final list, we will complete those school specific applications individually rather than using generic copy.

STEP 15: POLE VAULT RECRUITING AND NCAA

Your college application process and your athletic recruiting process need to run together, not as two completely separate projects.

You have already:
· Contacted college coaches
· Completed prospective athlete forms
· Received college coach interest
· Created vault video
· Established a MileSplit presence
· Created a pole vault focused Instagram
· Identified specific collegiate athletic goals

You have not yet reported completing NCAA Eligibility Center registration.

A2 ACHIEVE PRIORITY: Complete the appropriate NCAA Eligibility Center process if you are pursuing NCAA athletics.

Continue maintaining:
· Current PR
· Competition results
· Senior season schedule
· High quality vault video
· MileSplit profile
· Recruiting contact list
· Coach communication history

Your current outdoor PR is approximately:
11'0.75"

Your stated senior goal is:
12'1"

Do not wait for a perfect senior result before communicating with coaches. Recruiting is a process.

IMPORTANT: You have said that you would consider walking on without athletic scholarship money. You have also said you want:
· A strong academic school
· High level competition
· A real university atmosphere
· School spirit
· The right overall college

That means we do not make the college decision based solely on who offers the biggest athletic opportunity.



STEP 16: RECOMMENDERS

Recommendation strategy becomes particularly important at highly selective colleges.

Potential teacher recommenders you have identified include:
· Mrs. Harbison
· Coach Tuggle
· Mrs. Larson

Your counselor is Mrs. Elrod. She also knows an excellent academic persistence story. She watched you fall from approximately sixth or better in your class to number 11 after two Dual Enrollment grades, voluntarily retake both courses, earn a 99 and 98, and return to number 7. That is meaningful context.

Other adults who can potentially speak to different parts of your record include:
· Haley Lybrand
· Chris Spear
· Chris Bashaw
· Jeff Morrison
· Medical supervisors
· Community leaders

IMPORTANT: Do not invite a famous or politically prominent family acquaintance simply because the person has an impressive title. A recommendation is valuable when the writer actually knows you and can tell the college something specific.

For example: A teacher who has watched you struggle and persist may be more valuable than someone important who barely knows you.

If a college allows an optional employer recommendation, I would generally prefer a medical professional who has personally supervised your work at Dermatology of North Alabama rather than relying on your father as the primary work recommender. That gives the college independent evidence of your abilities.

THE BEST RECOMMENDER CAN DISCUSS
· Academic ability
· Curiosity
· Work ethic
· Character
· Leadership
· Persistence
· Organization
· Coachability
· Independence
· Growth
· How you respond when something is difficult

STEP 17: FERPA

Common App will ask you to complete the FERPA Release Authorization before recommendations can be managed. Read it carefully. In most college application situations, students waive their right to view confidential recommendation letters because colleges generally place greater confidence in confidential recommendations. If you or your parents have questions before you sign it, ask rather than guessing.

STEP 18: COUNSELOR, SCHOOL REPORT, AND TRANSCRIPT

Your high school counselor will generally handle official school materials required through Common App. That may include:
· Official transcript
· School Report
· Counselor recommendation
· School profile
· Midyear report
· Final report

YOUR JOB: Make sure your school knows where you are applying and that the necessary requests have been made early enough. Submitting your Common App does not necessarily mean your application file is complete. You need to check the applicant portal for every college after submission.

STEP 19: TEST SCORES AFTER APPLICATION

Your ACT does not stop mattering simply because you submit an application.

Current reported testing:
31 Composite
32 Superscore

You plan to test again in September 2026. If you earn a higher score, we will determine how each college wants updated scores submitted. A higher ACT may still matter for:
· Merit aid
· Competitive scholarships
· Honors programs
· Admission
· Special programs

Do not mentally “finish” the ACT process just because an application has been submitted.

STEP 20: PREVIEW BEFORE SUBMISSION

This is mandatory. 

Before submitting every individual college application:  Click the Common App review or preview function and read the generated application from beginning to end.

Do not scroll straight to the signature. Check:
· Legal name
· Email
· High school
· Graduation year
· GPA
· Class rank
· ACT
· Courses
· Dual Enrollment college
· Honors
· Activities
· Activity order
· Hours and weeks
· Essay
· Challenges section
· Additional Information
· Intended major
· College specific responses
· Recommendation information

Look specifically for:
· Cut off sentences
· Wrong activity dates
· Incorrect grade levels
· Duplicated information
· Wrong college name inside an essay
· Incorrect major
· Old essay drafts
· Missing words
· Formatting problems
· Accidental blank fields
· Incorrect testing choices
· Anything marked CONFIRM that has not been verified

MOST IMPORTANT: Make sure the correct version of the essay and supplemental material is going to the correct college.

MADELEINE’S FINAL CONFIRMATION LIST

Before your Common Application is considered final, we still need to verify several details against official records:

ACADEMICS
· Current 4.0 unweighted GPA
· Current 4.2 weighted GPA
· Current rank of 7/104
· Guntersville’s official GPA scale
· Exact transcript names of Honors courses
· Exact transcript names of AP courses
· Exact Snead State Dual Enrollment course names
· The two Dual Enrollment courses you retook
· Original and replacement grades
· AP examination scores, if reporting them

ATHLETICS
· Exact official years for both state championships
· Exact official year of state third place
· Exact years of All State recognition during high school
· Exact county/sectional awards
· Current official PR
· Senior season results as they occur
· Accurate weeks per year for school track
· Accurate weeks/hours for club vault

ART
· Exact number and years of Art on the Lake awards
· Exact name of the Fourth Congressional District art recognition
· Exact State Superintendent Art Show award
· Average Madeleine Made hours during high school

EMPLOYMENT
· Accurate school year and summer hours at Dermatology of North Alabama
· Exact work dates
· Confirmation that listed responsibilities remain accurate
· Average babysitting time if we need it for another application

ACTIVITIES
· Exact weeks per year for SGA
· Exact weeks per year for Cheer
· Exact weeks per year for FCA
· Exact NHS time commitment
· Accurate civic leadership participation years

DO NOT GUESS AT THESE. A strong application is not one with the biggest numbers. A strong application is one where the numbers are believable because they are accurate.

ONE LAST THING

Madeleine, your application does not need to make you sound like you have spent high school trying to impress colleges. That is not what your record looks like. You found something extraordinarily difficult in pole vault and became a state champion. Then you won again. Your classmates trusted you enough to elect you president year after year. You now lead a student government representing hundreds of students. You work in a dermatology practice and have already experienced medicine beyond the idea of becoming a doctor. You have built an art business. You create. You compete. You organize. You work. You lead. And when you were asked what you most wanted a college to understand about you, you did not say that you were a state champion or class president. You said that you are a quick learner and coachable, and that even when you are not the best at something, you are willing to put in the work. That may be one of the most important things in this entire application. We do not need to turn you into someone more impressive. Our job is to make sure colleges can clearly see the student, athlete, leader, employee, artist, entrepreneur, future physician, teammate, and person who is already there. That is what we are building.

