CLAIRE JOSEPH – FINAL COPY/PASTE DOCUMENT FOR
COMMON APP HONORS AND ACTIVITIES

HOW TO USE THIS DOCUMENT

Claire, I have structured this document with easy copy/paste for all your Common App Honors and Activities. They are strategically placed in the order I think would best benefit you. However, you have the FINAL say in all of this. Please feel free to edit or reorder as you see fit. 

COMMON APP HONORS

HONOR 1
Honor title: Solid Edge Certification - Engineering Design/CAD
Grade level: 10
Recognition level: National
Note: VERIFY the recommendation level once we confirm the exact issuer/credential
Why I am putting this first: This is directly connected to your architecture and engineering preparation and came from an official certification exam. We still need the exact credential name as it appears on the certificate before submission.

HONOR 2
Honor title: Four-Year A Honor Roll
Grade levels: 9, 10, 11, 12
Recognition level: School

HONOR 3
Honor title: Mu Alpha Theta Mathematics Honor Society
Grade levels: 11, 12
Recognition level: School

HONOR 4
Honor title: Microsoft Office Specialist - Word, Excel & PowerPoint
Grade level: 11
Recognition level: National
Note: VERIFY exact issuer before submission

HONOR 5
Honor title: National Honor Society
Grade levels: 11, 12
Recognition level: School

POTENTIAL REPLACEMENT HONORS
Strategy: We can combine ALL of your honor societies into one entry as long as you were inducted the same years. Then we would use the potential replacement. If you decide to combine the honor society entries into one Honor, you’d simply list them all in the Honor description line and separate them with a comma or semicolon. We can discuss your potential replacements if you’d like. 

COMMON APP ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITY 1
Activity Type: Career Oriented
Position/Leadership: Engineering Academy Student; CAD/Design Student
Organization: Hartselle High School Engineering Academy
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12
Timing: During school year
Hours per week: 5
Weeks per year: 36
Copy/Paste Description: Designed scale Empire State Building, automata & 3D-printed pieces using Chief Architect/Solid Edge; teacher retained automata as class example.
Notes: This absolutely belongs first. It immediately connects your academic preparation to architecture and shows actual work rather than simply an interest in the major.

ACTIVITY 2
Activity Type: Art
Position/Leadership: Independent Designer & Maker
Organization: Independent Projects
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12
Timing: All year
Hours per week: 4
Weeks per year: 52 (I am using approximately 4 hours/week because Claire reported about 15 hours per month year-round.)
Copy/Paste Description: Create interactive gifts, models, floor plans & room concepts; use cardboard, origami, sewing and revision to turn ideas into functional designs.
Notes: I want this very high because it is one of the things that makes you different from other students applying to architecture. You were doing this before anyone assigned it to you’re your projects include the constructed book/world, carousel cake, cardboard Nintendo Switch, interactive record player, origami, floor plans and room concepts.

ACTIVITY 3
Activity Type: Religious
Position/Leadership: Co-Founder & Student Leader
Organization: Student Bible Study
Grades: 10, 11, 12
Timing: During school year
Hours per week: 2
Weeks per year: 36
Copy/Paste Description: Co-founded weekly ~20-student Bible study; coordinate meetings, lead discussion/prayer, recruit students and make newcomers feel welcome.
Notes: This is an excellent leadership entry because Claire did not merely join something. She helped create it, coordinates it and helped it grow. I especially like the fact that she intentionally makes sure newcomers are included and have a seat.

ACTIVITY 4
Activity Type: Athletics: JV/Varsity
Position/Leadership: JV/Varsity/Competition Cheerleader; Flyer
Organization: Hartselle High School Cheerleading
Grades: 9, 10, 11
Timing: School year and breaks
Hours per week: VERIFY and add
Weeks per year: VERIFY and add
Copy/Paste Description: JV/varsity/competition flyer; performed tumbling/stunts, mentored younger teammates; team placed 7th nationally at UCA Nationals in 10th.
Notes: This is much stronger than simply saying you were a cheerleader. The national placement belongs here. You can add “highest placement in school history” but I would add the qualifier “to date” or “at the time…”

ACTIVITY 5
Activity Type: Family Responsibilities
Position/Leadership: Family Caregiver & Household Support
Organization: Family Responsibilities
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12
Timing: All year
Hours per week: VERIFY and add your best estimate
Weeks per year: 52
Copy/Paste Description: Prepare meals, manage chores/errands, help care for sister/animals, assist mother and adjust schedule when family responsibilities increase.
Notes: I would rank this this high intentionally. It shows maturity and explains something important about how you have spent you time. Your materials show that these responsibilities were long-term and intensified during periods when your mother needed additional help. They also caused you to change your schedule and decline some opportunities.

ACTIVITY 6
Activity Type: Work (Paid)
Position/Leadership: Café Associate
Organization: Nature’s Table at Cook Museum
Grade: 12
Timing: School break/summer
Hours per week: 15
Weeks per year: VERIFY and add on exact or estimated number of summer weeks
Notes: I am using 15 hours/week as the midpoint of your reported 10-20 hour range.
Copy/Paste Description: Take orders, run register, prepare/serve food, stock, clean and open/close; praised as a fast learner while working 10-20 hrs/week.
Notes: You do real customer-facing work here: orders, payments, food preparation, serving, cleaning, stocking and opening/closing.
ACTIVITY 7
Activity Type: Religious
Position/Leadership: Student Leader & Speaker
Organization: First Priority
Grades: 9, 10, 11, 12
Timing: During school year
Hours per week: 2
Weeks per year: 36
Copy/Paste Description: Lead weekly ~20-student First Priority group; plan meetings, lead prayer/discussion, recruit students and speak once per semester.
Notes: I would keep this separate from the Bible study. The Bible study demonstrates you as a founder/community builder. First Priority shows four years of sustained participation plus public speaking and leadership inside an established organization. Those are meaningfully different roles.

ACTIVITY 8
Activity Type: Community Service (Volunteer)
Position/Leadership: Student Volunteer
Organization: National Honor Society & Key Club
Grades: 11, 12
Timing: During school year
Hours per week: 1
Weeks per year: 40
Notes: You report 40+ service hours during junior year and plans another 40+ during senior year, so 1 hour/week across approximately 40 weeks accurately represents the annual average without exaggerating it.
Copy/Paste Description: Completed 40+ service hrs through NHS/Key Club; served church nursery, nursing home, food/donation drives & teacher appreciation.
Notes: This description is much stronger than “completed service hours” because it tells the reader what you actually did.

ACTIVITY 9
Activity Type: Work (Paid)
Position/Leadership: Independent Childcare & Pet-Care Provider
Organization: Self-Employed
Grades: 10, 11, 12
Timing: All year
Hours per week: VERIFY and add estimation
Weeks per year: VERIFY and add estimation 
Copy/Paste Description: Repeat childcare for 5 families and pet care for 2 clients; supervise up to 4 children, prepare meals, plan activities and manage routines.
Notes: I like combining babysitting and pet care because both demonstrate that other families trust you with meaningful responsibility. Five childcare families, repeat clients, infant-through-preteen care and supervision of as many as four children makes this much stronger than simply writing “babysitting.”

ACTIVITY 10
Activity Type: Athletics: Club
Position/Leadership: Gymnast
Organization: Flip Out 19
Grades: 9, 10, 11
Timing: During school year/all year 
Hours per week: VERIFY and add estimation
Weeks per year: VERIFY and add estimation 
Copy/Paste Description: Trained in gymnastics at Flip Out 19; developed tumbling, body control and perseverance that strengthened later varsity cheer performance.
Notes: You actually participated for about five years, grades 7-11, but for the Common App entry we should report the high-school years. This earns the tenth spot over Girls With Glory, Spanish Club, TSA and church choir because the source material currently supports a much longer commitment. We are going to add these things in the 2nd Common App short answer question. 


