ALLIE JENNINGS
UNIVERSITY OF ALABAMA APPLICATION
Fall 2027 Freshman Application
A2 Achieve Step-by-Step + Copy/Paste Guide

Allie, we are going to apply to The University of Alabama directly through Alabama's institutional application, rather than through Common App. The only reason we are doing this is because it is FREE. 

This application is a little different from Common App. Alabama includes a required Awards & Experiences section that asks specifically about your course rigor, leadership, honors, service, extracurricular activities, employment, and additional experiences.

Alabama states that this information is considered holistically for both admission and scholarship consideration, so we want to take these sections seriously.

I have framed the application below for you. Anywhere you see CONFIRM, XX, or brackets, stop and provide the missing information before submitting.

STEP 1: PERSONAL BACKGROUND

Complete your legal and personal information exactly as it appears on your official records.

NAME
Enter your LEGAL first, middle, and last name. You may also enter “Allie” as your preferred first name. 

ADDRESS
Enter your family's current permanent home address. If your mailing address is the same as your permanent address, select: Same as Permanent Address

EMAIL
Use: jenningsallie46@gmail.com or another personal email address.  Do not use your school email.

PHONE
Enter your current mobile number. Make sure the number is accurate because Alabama may use it for application communications.



BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION
Complete:
· Legal Sex
· Birthdate
· Birth Country
· Citizenship
Answer each question based on your actual information. Do not guess or leave a required question unanswered.

DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
Alabama may ask questions regarding:
· Religious affiliation
· Hispanic/Latino identification
· Race or ethnicity
Answer these based on how you identify. These are personal demographic questions and should not be answered based on admissions strategy.

STEP 2: APPLICATION & PROGRAM INFORMATION

APPLICATION TERM
Select: Fall 2027

STUDENT TYPE
Select: First-Time Freshman
This is important. Even though you have completed dual enrollment coursework, Alabama specifically considers a student who earns college credit during high school a first-time freshman. Do not select Transfer.

CAMPUS
Select: Main Campus (Tuscaloosa)

INTENDED MAJOR
Based on everything we currently know about your interests, my current A2 Achieve recommendation is Marketing
You have expressed interest in:
· Business
· Marketing
· Owning a business
· Law
· Helping people succeed
Marketing gives you a strong undergraduate business path while still allowing you to pursue law school later if that remains your goal. Remember: law schools do not require a specific undergraduate major.

PRE-PROFESSIONAL ADVISING
Because you have expressed a serious interest in potentially becoming a lawyer, I recommend selecting: Pre-Law

This does not change your major to "Pre-Law." Your combination would be:
Major: Marketing, Pre-Professional Interest: Pre-Law

That combination gives you room to explore both of the directions you have already identified: business/entrepreneurship and law. If your career direction has changed, we can reconsider this choice.

STEP 3: TESTING OPTION

Alabama gives you two options:
1. I want my ACT/SAT scores included in the review of my application
2. I do not want my test scores included in the review of my application

Your current reported testing is:
· ACT Composite: 29
· ACT Superscore: 30

CURRENT A2 ACHIEVE RECOMMENDATION
Select: I want my ACT/SAT scores included in the review of my application

Your 30 superscore is a meaningful part of your academic profile, and I want Alabama to have it available for review. Continue taking the ACT if another testing opportunity is practical. A higher score may still strengthen your position for admission, scholarships, Honors opportunities, or other programs. If you choose to include testing, Alabama tells you that you will have the opportunity to self-report scores later in the application or send an official ACT/SAT report.

DO NOT GUESS AT SUBSCORES. Have your actual ACT score report available when entering testing information.

STEP 4: HOUSEHOLD & FAMILY INFORMATION

Complete these questions with your parent. Alabama asks about matters including:
· Foster care or guardianship status
· Military service
· Emergency contacts
· Parents' highest education level
· Whether a parent, grandparent, or legal guardian graduated from Alabama

These are factual questions. Ask your parent if you do not know an answer.
EMERGENCY CONTACT
You must provide at least one emergency contact. Have ready:
· First name
· Last name
· Relationship
· Phone number
· Email address

ALABAMA LEGACY QUESTION
The application asks: Did any of your parents, grandparents and/or legal guardians graduate from The University of Alabama?

Answer accurately. If YES, enter the requested information.

STEP 5: EDUCATION HISTORY
This section is different from Common App.

HIGH SCHOOL
Enter: Muscle Shoals High School, Muscle Shoals, Alabama, Expected Graduation: 2027

Use your official school start date and expected graduation date. Do not estimate the graduation date if Muscle Shoals has published an official date.

IMPORTANT: DO NOT ADD YOUR DUAL ENROLLMENT COLLEGES HERE
Even though you have taken coursework connected with University of North Alabama and Northwest Shoals Community College, do not list those colleges in Alabama's Education History section.

For freshman applicants, Alabama specifically instructs students who earned dual enrollment credit during high school to list only their high school. Your high school transcript will document the coursework.

STEP 6: AWARDS & EXPERIENCES
STOP HERE AND READ THIS FIRST

This is one of the most important sections of Alabama's application. Alabama states:
· Every section is required.
· These answers are considered for admission and scholarship consideration.
· Each response box allows up to 500 characters.
· Once the application is submitted, you cannot edit these answers.

We are going to treat these boxes strategically.

COURSE RIGOR
Alabama asks: Please mark the selection that best reflects the courses you took in high school through fall of your senior year.
Options include:
· None
· 1–6
· 7–12
· 13 or more

Based on the information currently provided, we know you have taken at least:
· AP English Language
· AP English Literature
· AP U.S. History
· AP Government
· Algebra II through Northwest Shoals
· Precalculus through Northwest Shoals

That gives us six identified advanced courses.

CURRENT SELECTION:
1–6 of my classes were Honors/AP/IB/Dual Enrollment
BUT: Before submitting, compare this against your transcript. If there are additional Honors, AP, or Dual Enrollment courses that we have not yet captured, your answer could move into the 7–12 category. Do not submit this section until you confirm the count from your transcript.

LEADERSHIP
Alabama first asks: On average, how many hours per week did you lead organizations over the last three years?

It then specifically asks for an elected or appointed leadership position, including the organization, title, duration, accomplishments, and responsibilities.

We know you have demonstrated substantial informal leadership, including:
· Mentoring younger girls at dance camp
· Encouraging peers in Show Choir
· Leading and encouraging soccer teammates
· Leading APUSH and AP Government group projects

However, I do not currently have documentation that you held an elected or appointed organizational office. We are not going to create a title that you did not hold.



CURRENT RECOMMENDATION: 0 hours
I would keep this at 0 for now because the numerical question specifically asks for the average number of hours per week spent leading organizations, and we do not yet have a documented formal leadership position with a recurring weekly time commitment.

We should not turn ordinary participation hours in Dance Team, Show Choir, soccer, or other activities into leadership hours. However, if Dance Team formally designated you as a camp mentor, if you were assigned a leadership role in Show Choir, or if you held any other official or appointed responsibility, we should revisit this number.

COPY/PASTE LEADERSHIP RESPONSE
No elected or appointed organizational titles reported. Leadership experience includes mentoring younger dancers at Dance Team camp; encouraging peers during student-led Show Choir rehearsals to attempt new skills; leading and encouraging soccer teammates; leading AP U.S. History and AP Government group projects; and serving as a summer camp counselor responsible for children's safety, activities and needs.

NATIONAL, REGIONAL, STATE OR LOCAL HONORS/AWARDS
Alabama asks for three separate numbers. Based only on honors currently verified:

National or Regional Honors/Awards
0

State Honors/Awards
0

Local or High School Honors/Awards
1

The one currently verified honor is National Honor Society (2026). Even though "National" is in the organization's name, your NHS induction is a school-level recognition unless you received a separate national award. It is OKAY to have a zero in the National/Regional/State fields. Most students do not have honors outside of local or high school. 

IMPORTANT
We are currently searching for additional honors before submission. Possible items to verify include:
· A Honor Roll
· A/B Honor Roll
· Academic Letter
· Principal's List
· Department Awards
· Dual Enrollment Dean's or President's List
· Show Choir recognition
· Performing Arts awards
· Dance Team recognition
· Soccer honors
· FCCLA awards
· Academic certificates
· School awards

Once we verify additional honors, update both the numerical counts and the written response.

HONORS COPY/PASTE: CURRENT VERSION
National Honor Society (2026).
Do not submit the final honors section until we have completed the additional honors review.

EXPANDED FORMAT ONCE HONORS ARE CONFIRMED
Use this format:
National Honor Society (2026); [A Honor Roll, YEARS]; [Academic Letter, YEAR]; [Department Award, YEAR]; [Other verified recognition].
We will prioritize the most significant honors if the final list approaches the 500-character limit.

VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCE
Alabama asks: How many total hours did you spend volunteering over the last three years? This is NOT necessarily the same as your approximately 150 total high school service hours. We need to determine how many of those 150 hours occurred specifically during the last three years.

DO NOT ENTER 150 YET.
Please calculate or estimate:
Grade 10 service hours: ______
Grade 11 service hours: ______
Grade 12 service hours to date: ______
TOTAL FOR ALABAMA:
________ hours

VOLUNTEER COPY/PASTE
WORKING VERSION
Community service (2024-present; XX total hrs): nursing home volunteer; Parkview Church VBS; FCCLA Trunk or Treat, Angel Tree and Stuff the Bus; Dance Team Angel Tree; recreation center cleanup; Student Council projects; Pee Wee football event and youth/community events. Nursing home service was especially meaningful through visiting with and listening to residents.

BEFORE COPYING
Replace XX total hrs with the accurate total from the last three years. If we can calculate hours for the individual service organizations, I may revise this again to more closely mirror Alabama's requested format.

EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
Alabama asks: On average, how many hours per week did you participate in extracurricular activities over the last three years? Do not guess at this number.

We need to confirm whether Show Choir and Muscle Shoals Performing Arts are separate time commitments and account for activities that occur seasonally.
Your reported weekly commitments include:
· Show Choir: ~4 hrs/week
· Muscle Shoals Performing Arts: ~4 hrs/week
· Dance Team: ~6 hrs/week
· Soccer: ~6 hrs/week
· Youth Group: ~4 hrs/week
· SADD: ~1 hr/week
· FCCLA: ~1 hr/week

A2 ACHIEVE ACTION ITEM
We will calculate the final average once you confirm:
1. Whether Show Choir and Performing Arts are separate.
2. Approximately how many weeks each activity meets.
3. Whether soccer's six hours includes both school and club soccer.
DO NOT ENTER THE WEEKLY NUMBER UNTIL WE CALCULATE IT.

EXTRACURRICULAR COPY/PASTE
Show Choir/Muscle Shoals Performing Arts (2024-present, ~4 hrs/wk); FCCLA (2024-present, ~1 hr/wk); Parkview Church Youth Group (2024-present, ~4 hrs/wk); Dance Team (2024-26, ~6 hrs/wk; mentored younger girls at camp); SADD (2025-present, ~1 hr/wk); school/club soccer (2026-present, ~6 hrs/wk). Sustained involvement reflects teamwork, service, performance and peer leadership.

NOTE: If Show Choir and Performing Arts are genuinely separate programs, I will revise this entry to give both appropriate credit.



EMPLOYMENT
Alabama asks: How many total hours did you work at a paid job over the last three years? You have reported:
· Crazy Cone
· Summer Camp Counselor
· Babysitting
But we do not yet have total hours.

CALCULATE:
Crazy Cone total hours: ______
Summer Camp total hours: ______
Paid babysitting total hours: ______
TOTAL PAID EMPLOYMENT HOURS:
________

If the camp counselor position was unpaid, do not count it here. If babysitting was unpaid family responsibility rather than paid work, do not count it here.

EMPLOYMENT COPY/PASTE
Crazy Cone, Ice Cream Server (June 2025-present; XX hrs): serve customers, prepare/serve ice cream, operate register and build customer-service/time-management skills. Summer Camp Counselor (June 2026; XX hrs): supervised children and maintained safety. Independent Babysitter (July 2024-present; XX hrs): supervise young children, routines and safety.

Replace each XX with the correct estimated total before submitting. If summer camp was volunteer rather than paid, tell me so we can move it into the appropriate section.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
Alabama asks: List any other activities or information you would like The University of Alabama to consider.

Unlike Common App, this field is required, so if we have useful information that did not fit elsewhere, I want to use it. For Allie, this is a good place for credentials and skills that do not fit naturally into the other boxes.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION COPY/PASTE
Additional credentials and skills: Microsoft Word certification, Adobe certification, coding experience, CPR training/certification, EpiPen administration training, public speaking, customer service and social media. Academic/career interests include business, marketing, entrepreneurship, law/pre-law and other people-centered fields.



BEFORE SUBMISSION
Confirm:
· Exact Microsoft certification title
· Exact Adobe certification title/program
· CPR certifying organization
· Whether EpiPen training is formally certified or simply part of prior training
We should use the exact credential names wherever possible.

EXTRAORDINARY CIRCUMSTANCES OR SPECIAL NEEDS
Alabama asks: Explain any extraordinary circumstances or special needs.
Examples provided by Alabama include:
· Family situation
· Medical history
· Financial circumstances
I do not currently have any documented circumstance that Allie needs to explain.

COPY/PASTE:
N/A
Do not manufacture a challenge simply because the field exists. If there is a legitimate circumstance that affected academics, attendance, activities, testing, family responsibilities, or access to opportunities, tell me before submitting and we can determine whether it belongs here.

STEP 7: FUTURE PLANS

FEDERAL WORK STUDY
Alabama asks whether you would like to be considered for Federal Work Study if eligible. Discuss this with your parent. If you would be willing to work part-time on campus as part of a financial aid package, answering Yes allows you to be considered if eligible. This does not mean you are automatically required to accept a work-study job.

FIRST-YEAR HOUSING
Alabama asks where you plan to live during your first year.
Select: On-campus housing

LANGUAGES
Alabama asks you to add languages in which you are proficient. If you have taken a foreign language in school, do not automatically assume you must be completely fluent before listing it. If you maintain legitimate proficiency in an area such as reading, writing, and/or speaking, you may report the language and the skills you can actually perform.

For example, if you have taken several years of Spanish and can still read or write Spanish at a meaningful level, that may be reportable.

STEP 8: DISCIPLINARY / CRIMINAL HISTORY

Read every question carefully and answer truthfully. These are factual legal and disciplinary questions. Do not use admissions strategy to determine these answers. If the truthful answer is Yes to any question, stop before submitting so the required explanation can be handled accurately.

STEP 9: CERTIFICATIONS
Read each certification statement carefully. Alabama requires the applicant to certify that the application is:
· True
· Correct
· Complete
It also states that information must be updated if circumstances change. Do not check these boxes without reading them.

STEP 10: ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS

The application asks whether you consent to receive certain financial aid notices electronically. Read the explanation and make your selection. Remember that Alabama notes that declining electronic delivery can result in required notices being sent by paper mail instead.

STEP 11: SIGNATURE
Review:
· Legal Name
· Birthdate
· Email
· Permanent Address
· Application Term: Fall 2027
· Student Type: First-Time Freshman
· Campus: Main Campus
· Application Major: Marketing
· Test Option: Include ACT/SAT
Make sure every item is correct. Then type your full legal name exactly as instructed by the application.

STEP 12: REVIEW
Do not rush through this page. The Alabama application will identify required fields that have not been completed.
Before submitting, check every section:
☐ Personal Background
☐ Application & Program Information
☐ Household & Family Information
☐ Education History
☐ Awards & Experiences
☐ Additional Information
☐ Certifications
☐ Signature
☐ Review

