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The phrase "In God We Trust," originally appearing in the fourth stanza of "The Star-
Spangled Banner," traces its roots to the American Civil War, where it served to
highlight Union supporters' faith and morale. The capitalized form first appeared on
a U.S. coinin 1864 and was initially limited to currency. Over time, it gained wider
acceptance, particularly in the 1950s. In 1956, Congress officially adopted "In God
We Trust" as the national motto, replacing "E Pluribus Unum," which had served as
the country's de facto motto since the creation of the Great Seal.



