CSL Fall 2026 Procedures

Welcome to the upcoming Coast Soccer League (CSL) season. Please review the following matchday guidelines and requirements to ensure smooth administration across all games.
 
CSL REFEREE FEES:
https://www.coastsoccer.com/info/referee-fees.html

CSL RULES AND PDI:
 https://www.coastsoccer.com/info/csl-rules.html
 
Pre-Game Setup & Check-In
· Reporting Time: Arrive at least 35 minutes prior to kickoff, especially given several new field locations this season.
· CSL Referee App: Download the app before your first matchday to handle post-game reporting.
· Game Reports game fees: The home team must provide 3 match reports. The match report has the fees for # of refs and the minutes per half for the game and also # of max players allowed. 
· Check-In & Credentials: Verify player and staff IDs directly against the game report. Put a check mark next to the player and coach . 
· Strict No-Digital Policy: All player, coach, and staff passes must be physical hard copies. Digital passes are strictly prohibited.
· A team manager may step in as the coach, provided they present a valid physical pass.
· Uniform Conflicts: The home team is required to change jerseys in the event of a color conflict.

Spectator & Field Layout
· Spectators and parents must sit to the left of their team’s bench.
· Spectators are strictly prohibited from sitting behind the Assistant Referee or behind the goal posts.
Equipment & Safety Constraints
· Casts: Hard casts are strictly forbidden. Soft casts are permitted only at the referee's discretion.

Substitutions
· Either team may substitute on any stoppage, provided they have the referee's permission.

Age-Specific Rules & Modifications
	Division
	Heading Rule
	Goalkeeper Rule

	7v7 (U10 & Younger)
	No Heading. Deliberate heading results in an indirect free kick (IFK). Non-deliberate contact results in a drop ball.
	Do not apply the 8 sec rule

	9v9 (U11)
	No Heading. Deliberate heading results in an indirect free kick (IFK). Non-deliberate contact results in a drop ball.
	8-second possession rule in effect.

	9v9 (U12)
	Heading is permitted.
	8-second possession rule in effect.

	11v11
	Standard IFAB rules apply.
	Standard IFAB rules apply.



Post-Game Procedures & Reporting
·        Roster & ID Return: Return all passes and the game report (signed by both coaches) to the teams at the conclusion of the match.
·        Ejections: Do not keep pass cards for ejected players or coaches. Return all passes directly to the team; discipline is tracked digitally through the system.
·        CSL REFEREE APP can be downloaded on the apple app store and google play store. It’s the black and white striped with the CSL logo in front of it. 
·        App Submission: Scan the match report barcode using the CSL Referee App. Enter the final score, cautions/ejections (using standard misconduct codes), and necessary match comments.
·        Record Keeping: Retain all physical paper match reports until the end of the season.

Incident & No-Show Reporting
· Red Cards & Referee Abuse: Complete a separate Cal South Referee Report for each incident (available on our website). Email the completed form directly to me, Hector, or Sevada.
· No-Shows & Forfeits: You may be eligible for a payout in cases of team forfeits, unplayable field conditions, or missing field permits. To request payment, download the No-Show Form from the VRA website and submit it via email.

Thank you for your dedication and effort this season. Have a great matchday!
Valley Referee Association


