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ATTENTION: 
SAVC MEETING 

Tuesday, October 20, 2026 
8:00 Breakfast Host 

Homefront Lending  

Ross Sykes 

Denton Drake  

American Legion Post 88 

 2663 Halls Mill Rd.,  Mobile, AL 

  

 

Fellow Veterans!  
 
Fellow Veterans!  It is hard to believe that Fall is here and soon our 
porches will have little ghosts and goblins saying “trick or treat” as we 
celebrate Halloween!  Hopefully, cooler weather will allow us to enjoy 
the great outdoors as we cheer on our favorite football teams to victory!  
We had a fantastic meeting in Washington County last month and Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Crouch, the Mayor of Chatom, were outstanding hosts!  
If you had a chance to visit their Veterans Memorial you saw something 
really special.  It is my plan to visit other counties in our council in the 
months ahead. 
 
This month we will hear from Alexandria Karagas, the Chief Executive 
Director of the Alabama Veterans Resource Center.  Alexandria’s career 
includes impactful roles at the University of Alabama, where she 
developed policies for thousands of student veterans, led assessment 
and retention initiatives, and launched programs such as “Textbook for 
the Troops” and Bama Boot Camp. Her commitment to service extends 
beyond campus, with leadership in community partnerships, veterans 
committees, and nonprofit collaborations. Alexandria has organized 
major events like the South Georgia Women Veterans Symposium and 
Georgia’s first military-affiliated HBCU conference, and she regularly 
presents at educational forums and military bases. 
 
My wife and I had the opportunity to tour the famous battlegrounds of 
Normandy, France last month…to say it was an emotional experience is 
an understatement.  We owe so much to the Greatest Generation…see 
you soon…stay safe and God Bless! 

### 
 

 
After 16 months away, veteran residents of the Command Sgt Maj 
Bennie G. Adkins State Veterans Home have officially returned 
ho- Residents returned on September 28 after temporarily residing at 
Enterprise Health and Rehabilitation Center (EH&RC) following 
the April 2025 roof fire. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564983151485&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZhZLIM9c2PFLQk4xw_wJ3IVJmFq0H_owO9KB06Rg0R6wmz1aQJ7GmjuYlXzScw2h3W6iDDi_WjC4Otc6UAaYC1b4vMEDSBFNERzktxlTdP4JooWQaMFXurQevo2HZ3QL46e5raeBjETPfB5K1ugtVp-ibZuxifJ2ai3Sr2u5EN8MzZf41qCtkKJ9CrC4GCV6Ep4Ifupk9d5asB4GvU&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61564983151485&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZhZLIM9c2PFLQk4xw_wJ3IVJmFq0H_owO9KB06Rg0R6wmz1aQJ7GmjuYlXzScw2h3W6iDDi_WjC4Otc6UAaYC1b4vMEDSBFNERzktxlTdP4JooWQaMFXurQevo2HZ3QL46e5raeBjETPfB5K1ugtVp-ibZuxifJ2ai3Sr2u5EN8MzZf41qCtkKJ9CrC4GCV6Ep4Ifupk9d5asB4GvU&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/ehrc1?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZhZLIM9c2PFLQk4xw_wJ3IVJmFq0H_owO9KB06Rg0R6wmz1aQJ7GmjuYlXzScw2h3W6iDDi_WjC4Otc6UAaYC1b4vMEDSBFNERzktxlTdP4JooWQaMFXurQevo2HZ3QL46e5raeBjETPfB5K1ugtVp-ibZuxifJ2ai3Sr2u5EN8MzZf41qCtkKJ9CrC4GCV6Ep4Ifupk9d5asB4GvU&__tn__=-%5dK-y-R
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Greetings! 

It’s Time to seek the Lord! 

Read Hosea 10:12 

 

“Sow to yourselves in righteousness, 

reap in mercy; break up your fallow 

ground: for it is time to seek the 

Lord, till he comes and rains 

righteousness as upon you.” 

Time exists in three parts: the past, 

the present, and the future. So, what 

we did in the past brought us to our 

present, and what we do in the 

present carries us into our future. It 

is a continual process. No matter how 

we look at it, time waits on no one.  

Today I encourage us, with every-

thing that’s in us, to use our time now 

to seek the Lord. We must break up 

all the fallow ground, which is when 

we allow our hearts to become 

hardened. This is ground that has 

been plowed up, and nothing was 

planted. The ground is unused and 

inactive, so it becomes hard and 

needs to be broken up again. 

 Now is a time to sow righteousness, 

reap in mercy, and allow God to rain 

down righteousness. Then we will 

have an amazing harvest. 

 

In JESUS’ Name, Amen!  

Pastor Lloyd Michael Austin 

Chaplain, SAVC 
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BOOTS TO BUSINESS | REBOOT  

 

Thursday, October 15, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 

p.m. Mobile Public Library will host an 

entrepreneurship training program on Thursday, 

Oct. 15, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at Ben May Main 

Library. This program is designed to help veterans, 

active-duty military personnel, National Guard and 

Reserve members  and military spouses explore 

business ownership and strengthen their 

entrepreneurial skills. Participants will learn the 

fundamentals of starting and growing a business, 

including developing a business concept, creating a 

business plan, identifying available resources and 

connecting with SBA programs and support services. 

This program is made possible by the U.S. Small 

Business Administration (SBA) and presented by the 

Veterans Business Outreach Center (VBOC). 

Attendance for this event is FREE; however, guests 

must register through the official Boots to Business 

program and reserve a seat with Mobile Public 

Library. For more information, go to 

https://www.mobilepubliclibrary.org/event/boots-

business-reboot-entrepreneurship-training-

veterans-military-spouses-16389. 

 
GOLFING FOR A GREATER PURPOSE 
Join American Legion Eastern Shore Post 199 on 
Thursday, October 15, 2026, at Quail Creek Golf Club for 
a great day of golf, fellowship, and community support. 
Our 1st Annual Golf Tournament brings together golfers, 
local businesses, veterans, and community supporters for 
a purposeful day on the course. Proceeds from the 
tournament will support Post 199’s Veterans Programs 
and Building Fund, helping us continue our mission to 
serve veterans and strengthen our community. 
Can’t Join Us on the Course? You Can Still Make an 
Impact! 

Our Online Auction is now LIVE and open to everyone! 
Bid on a great selection of items and experiences 
generously donated by our community partners and 
supporters. You do not have to participate in the golf 
tournament to join the auction. 

Bidding is open now and will close at 3:00 PM on 
Thursday, October 15, 2026 — tournament day. 
Browse the auction, place your bids, and check back often 
to stay on top of your favorite items. 

American Legion Post 199 Golf Tournament Auction 

Whether you golf, sponsor, donate, bid, or simply help 
spread the word, your support helps American Legion 
Eastern Shore Post 199 continue making a difference for 
those who have served our country. 

Tee it up. Bid it up. Support our Veterans. 

 
 

 
DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

 
Patrick Jump, Warrior Legacy Ranch, 

https://www.mobilepubliclibrary.org/event/boots-business-reboot-entrepreneurship-training-veterans-military-spouses-16389
https://www.mobilepubliclibrary.org/event/boots-business-reboot-entrepreneurship-training-veterans-military-spouses-16389
https://www.mobilepubliclibrary.org/event/boots-business-reboot-entrepreneurship-training-veterans-military-spouses-16389
https://www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/american-legion-post-199-golf-tournament-auction
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We wish you a safe, successful career as you begin 
serving Baldwin County's citizens. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary- 

Shehan Pake Unit 7 

This marks the 1st anniversary of the Disabled 
American Veterans Auxiliary- Shehan Pake Unit 7, 
along with Synergy Home Care, where they offer a 
continental-style breakfast to veterans and their 
families visiting the Mobile VA Clinic. DAV  is there on 
the 4th Wednesday of each month as a token of  
Thanks to all veterans for their service. 
 

 
CHATOM, AL SEPTEMBER MEETING 

 

 
 
 

Thank you, Chatom Mayor Harold Crouch, and 
Belinda. Such a beautiful Venue, packed with over 
100 patriots and Vendors from different areas of 
Mobile, Chatom, and Baldwin County.  Over 100 
attended the September 22 SAVC meeting. 
Admiral Kent Davis, from Milry, AL was the guest 
speaker.  One SAVC grant was presented to IGY6 – 
Suicide Prevention Organization, received by Ross 
Clark. 
 

SAVC GRANT REQUESTS 

 

The South Alabama Veterans Council offers small 

grants, typically $300–$500, to qualified Veterans 

Service Organizations that support Veterans in 

South Alabama. Eligible VSOs must be recognized 

as 501(c)(3) or 501(c)(19) organizations and 

provide a brief request outlining their program, 

impact, and service to local Veterans. Selected 

organizations may be invited to an SAVC meeting 

to share their mission and examples of program 

success. 

If you meet these qualifications and wish to apply 
for a grant, visit the SAVC website, savc.info 
complete the Grant Application, and submit your 
application to the SAVC council via email:  
support@info.com 
 

 

 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

mailto:support@info.com
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Alabama Department of  Workforce 
Keith C Battle Jr - 251-461-4447 
keith.battle@workforce.alabama.gov 

American Legion District 33 Auxiliary President 
Sharon Bunton and Sissy Cunningham from Alabama 
Hospice Care host a hot dog luncheon for the Mobile VA 
Clinic on the first Tuesday of every month. 
Sharon: sharonbunton@yahoo.com 
Sissy:  sissycunningham69@gmail.com 

Creola Veterans Park  - Visit the new  veterans park 
mbrown@cityofcreola.org     

Fleet & Family Support Center 
Assisting Retirees, Spouses, and Families 
Building 625, 151 Ellyson Ave 
NAS Pensacola, FL 32508 (850-452-5622) 

Gentiva Hospice  
 Vet Connect Meeting at Springhill College Golf Course, 
& Gentiva Hospice Ceremon.  
Holly.Jordan@gentivahs.com    
jwoodwardbarnett@gentivahs.com 

Memorial Day Flag Relay: Endel Lee Memorial 
Day - 'Remember to Remember' flag relay  
 251-649-1430  endellee@yahoo.com 

MOPH Chapter 2206, Andrew Del Gaudio 
godfatherdel@hotmail.com 

One on One Senior Care 
Independent Sitters / CAN’s  
independentcare@yahoo.com 
251-209-0151 / 251-767-2963 

QOV  Baldwin County – 251-459-3282 
lmtipp143@bellsouth.net 

QOV Mobile Joyce Reed  251-634-0256 
lsubookwrm@hotmail.com 

RH Home Care & Transport Services LLC  
rhhomecaretransportservicesllc@gmail.com 

Right at Home Caregivers 
In-home Care & Assistance 
Gina Shoub:  gina@rahsouth.com 
251-459-2556 /251-459-8671 

SACMOAA Phil Gabriel -  contactdxd@aol.com 

Synergy Home Care 
Georgianna Catrino: 
georgiannacatrino@synergyhomecare.com 
TBI Veteran PEER Mentor 
Jerry Peters 
ADRS Consultant for South Alabama  

jerrytbimentor@outlook.com 

Vets Recover, Chaplain Lloyd Austin 
info@vetsrecover.org  251- 405-3677   
Website:   vetsrecover.org  

Vietnam Veterans of America - Meeting  
4th Tuesday  at Café Acadiana in Silverhill, AL 
arleenronnie1967@gmail.com 

NG ALARNG (USA) c-334- 451-5021 /0- 251-288-6460 

Brandi Sisk - Family Readiness Specialist 

brandi.p.sisk.civ@army.mi 

 
SAVC, CAVC, NAVFOC, AND RRVC 

THE VETERANS VOICE 

VETERANS UNITE 
In addition to the South Alabama Veterans Council, which 

covers seven counties in southern Alabama, three similar 

groups are currently active elsewhere in the state: the 

Central Alabama Veterans Collaborative (CAVC) in 

Birmingham, the North Alabama Veterans & Fraternal 

Organizations Coalition (NAVFOC), and the River Region 

Veterans Coalition (RRVC) in and near Montgomery, AL. 

SAVC, CAVC, NAVFOC, and RRVC can collaborate to 

advocate for the state’s large veteran community. 

 

 

    

    

 
 

 

The bakery department provides SAVC pastries at 

SAVC meetings, 9124 Cottage Hill Rd. Mobile, AL 

 
 

 

mailto:keith.battle%E2%80%8B@%E2%80%8Bworkforce.alabama%E2%80%8B.%E2%80%8Bgov
mailto:sharonbunton@yahoo.com
mailto:mbrown@cityofcreola.org
mailto:Holly.Jordan@gentivahs.com
mailto:jwoodwardbarnett@gentivahs.com
mailto:endellee@yahoo.com
mailto:godfatherdel@hotmail.com
mailto:independentcare@yahoo.com
mailto:lmtipp143@bellsouth.net
mailto:lsubookwrm@hotmail.com
mailto:contactdxd@aol.com
mailto:jerrytbimentor@outlook.com
mailto:info@vetsrecover.org
mailto:arleenronnie1967@gmail.com
mailto:brandi.p.sisk.civ@army.mi
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LTC Frank Barrow,  President, SAVC, 

Cori Gibson, Mgr. Waterfront Restaurant, Daphne, AL 

SAVC presented a Certificate to Waterfront 
Restaurant for their dedication to Veterans, and on 
Monday, September 28,  our table won BINGO BIG, 
for Quilts of Valor. 

    

 

Proceeds from The Waterfront Daphne 
Monday Charity Bingo nights directly benefit a 
rotating monthly local organization or non-
profit in Baldwin and Mobile counties. 

The Waterfront Daphne Charity Bingo 
Details 
Event Name: Charity Bingo Night  

Time: Mondays starting at 6:00 PM (Happy Hour 

typically runs from 2:00 PM to close)  

Location: The Waterfront Daphne (Daphne, 

Alabama)  

Cost / Buy-In: Nominal fee per card (such as $1 

per play) going straight to the designated cause.  

 

SAVC MINUTES 9/22/2026 
The SAVC September 22 Meeting was held at the 
Chatom Community Center, 233 Dixie Youth Drive, 
Chatom, AL, with 100 in attendance from Mobile, 
Baldwin, and Washington Counties. 
President LTC Frank Barrow called the meeting to 
order at 11:00 a.m. Chaplain Lloyd Michael Austin 
gave the invocation, and Col Phil Quigley led the 
meeting in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
Barrow welcomed everyone; over 20 first-time 
visitors were introduced. He introduced and 
thanked Chatom Mayor Harold Crouch and his wife, 
Belinda, for using the beautiful venue. 
 
The mayor thanked everyone for the organized, 
professional setup of the meeting and welcomed 
everyone to visit the Veterans Memorial in Chatom. 
 
Admiral Kent Davis, Mobile Bay Area Patriot of the 
Year 2026,  guest speaker, provided a PowerPoint 
and spoke about the 9-11 event and suicide 
prevention. 
 
Barrow introduced Tom Schwarz, the Mobile Bay 
Area Veteran of the Year 2026. Korean War Veteran 
Robert Rigsby and Vietnam Veterans were 
introduced, as well as Desert Shield, Desert Storm, 
and the Global War on Terror. Individuals running 
for various elected positions were introduced and 
welcomed. 
 
Secretary Fran Barber thanked the Mayor and his 
wife for their hospitality, and Beverly and Lou for 
helping the vendors set up. 
 
Treasurer Tom Schwarz and the Waterfront 
Restaurant presented $4,000.00 from the Bay Bash. 
SAVC donates to various organizations to support 
Veterans. 
Col Patrick Downing reported on the Alabama State 
Veterans Cemetery. 
 
VSO reported on their events.  A drawing was held 
for the door prizes the Mayor provided. 
 
Eighteen vendors from Mobile, Baldwin, and 
Washington counties were present. 
Belinda Crouch and Fran Barber shared the same 
birthday, and the group sang happy birthday to 
them. 
 
Lunch was pay-as-you-go and covered by a $5.00 
fee, hat collection, and a donation from the Town of 
Chatom to cover the balance due for the sack 
lunches.  Coca-Cola provided the drinks. Secretary, 
Fran Barber-Bruyn 9/22/2026 
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