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ABOUT US 
 

Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992 
 

Executive Officers: 
 
President  Gennaro Carfagno 
Vice President  Paula Pitruzzello 
Orator   Carolyn Candito 
Recording Secretary Shirley Gotelli 
Financial Secretary Chris Boyda 
Treasurer  Joseph Quagliata 
 
Immediate Past President  Marie Chiaramonte 
Interim Past President  Al Carfora  
Past President   Nick Battaglia 
FIRST President   Antoinette Trifiro 
 
Meeting Information: 
 

Council Meeting 
Time & Place to be Determined 
 

General Meeting 
2nd Sunday of each month, 1 PM, location 
to be determined 
 

For Information: 
 
E-Mail:   davincilodge2992@gmail.com  
 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 5153 
  Peoria, AZ, 85385 
 
Website:  www.osiaazdavinci.org  
 
National website: www.osia.org 
 
Facebook Page:  Sons of Italy – Leonardo 

DaVinci Lodge OSIA @2992 
 
Newsletter Editor: Scott Cloutier 
 

 
 
 

President’s Message 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers of the DaVinci Lodge, 
 
First, I want to wish everyone happy and neatly summer. Remember to 
stay hydrated and cool as much as possible. We are planning a few 
indoor summer activities, such as baseball games, movie nights and a 
pool tournament. I will be traveling this summer but when I’m out of 
town you can always count on Vice President Paula to answer any 
questions. I would like to conclude my message this month with a little 
poem. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Gennaro Carfagno 
President of Lodge #2992 
 

Alla Sera (To Evening ) 
by Ugo Foscolo 

 
Forse perché della fatal quiete 

tu sei l’immago, a me si cara vieni, 
o Sera! E quando ti corteggian liete 

le nubi estive e i zeffiri sereni, 
Perhaps because you are the image of that fatal quiet 

so dear to me, you have come, 
O Evening! And when happy summer clouds 

and the gentle west wind are your escort, 
e quando dal nevoso aere inquiete 
tenebre e lunghe all’universo meni, 
sempre scendi invocata, e le secrete 

vie del mio cor soavemente tieni. 
and when from snowy restless heights 

you send shadows and darkness into the world, 
you descend summoned always, and gently hold 

the secret ways of my heart. 
Vagar mi fai co’ miei pensier su l’orme 

che vanno al nulla eterno; e intanto fugge 
questo reo tempo, e van con lui le torme 

You make my thoughts wander forms 
that vanish into eternal nothing; meanwhile 
this cursed time flees, and with it, the throng 

delle cure onde meco egli si strugge; 
e mentre guardo la tua pace, dorme 

quello spirto guerrier ch’entro mi rugge. 
of cares with which it me destroys; 

and while I gaze on your peace, that warlike spirit 
sleeps, that yet within me roars. 
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Honoring Our Members 
 

Happy Birthday,  
Buon Compleanno! 

 
Roliena Boyda   June 2 
Joseph Coco, Sr.  June 7 
John Gotelli   June 10 
Joseph Quagliata  June 15 
Scott Cloutier   June 15 
Rose Vizcarrondo  June 19 
Sam (Salvatore) Fusco  June 20 
Michael Konieczki  June 22 
 
 
Sunshine Corner 
 
Our members are in good health and all is well! Happy 
National Day and Father’s Day!! 
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Message from the Vice President 
 
Dear DaVinci Lodge Members, 
 
It is an honor to be Vice President of our 
lodge. You can count on me to be there for 
the president, Dr. Gerry Carafagno, and for 
all of our members. Staying connected with 
one another, like we're a family, is what I 
would like to encourage. I hope all our 
members will be mindful that we can reach 
out to one another, whether for fun, or an 
idea, or for a need.  I envision a Lodge that 
looks forward to increasing membership and 
finding ways to have fun together and grow. 
I would deeply appreciate for our Board and 
members to share any fresh and new ideas. I 
also welcome any resources you may be 
aware of, or talents you have, that can 
benefit the Lodge. Even more, members, 
please know that all board members are 
here for you. 
 
So, whether it is for a meeting, or an outing, 
or a simple call to say hello, let's gather and 
have fun.    
 
Sincerely, 
 
Paula Pitruzzello 
Vice President of Lodge #2992 

Just for Fun  
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Member Contributions:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Cathy Quagliata 
 
WE WERE RECOGNIZED! 
 
We were recently featured in the May Issue of the Arizona Italian American Chamber of Commerce 
Newsletter! Excerpt is also included below. 

 
 
 
 
 

Want to Contribute to the Newsletter? 
 

Member contributions are welcomed and encouraged! Just submit an article, photo, request, or correction to 
an item no later than the 20th of the month prior to the next publication. Email Scott Cloutier, newsletter 

editor, at skawtcloutier@gmail.com or call or text 603-285-2296 with questions. 

Upcoming Events 
 

1. June 5th: Desert Belle Tour Boat Cruise, 4 
p.m., 14011 N Bush Hwy, Mesa, AZ. 

2. June 7th: Board Meeting, Kids Prep Academy, 
1930 W. Pinnacle Peak Rd., Phoenix, AZ. 

3. June 12th: General Meeting, 1 p.m. Location: 
TBD. 

4. June 25th: 4th of July picnic. Time and location 
TBD. 

Italian Proverbs 
 
Siedi, siedi che buona ventura ti viene. 
Good things come to those who wait. 
 
 
Ogni male non vieni per nochere. 
In every cloud, there is a silver lining. 
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From AnnMarie Quagliata 
 
ITALIAN AMERICAN SUPERSTITIONS: WHICH ONES DO YOU KNOW? 
 
If you grew up in an Italian American household, you know a thing or two about Italian American 
superstitions.  You have very likely been witness to a series of bizarre rituals and beliefs practiced by parents 
and grandparents. Many of these were never fully explained to us: you just went ahead with them because 
you were supposed to. 
 
These rituals seem to be a mystery and have been practiced by Italians for countless generations. Some may 
seem silly in our modern world, but they are truly a sign of our heritage’s continuity and a link to our past.  
 
The Evil Eye, or Malocchio: The Evil Eye is one of the most ancient and widespread superstitions of the entire 
Mediterranean region, so no wonder it also became a well-known Italian American superstition. Every culture 
seems to have their own version of the Evil Eye and their own ways to fight it. One thing they all have in 
common: the Evil Eye is caused by jealousy and envy. If a person envies you or your family fortunes, s/he may 
cause a malocchio curse, even without meaning it. 
 
I grew up hearing stories of how members of the village were the victims of the Evil Eye as an infant and got 
some type of “sleeping sickness” where they could hardly stay awake. The family would take the baby to a 
local woman (Strega) who could foresee the future and “diagnose” the evil eye by dropping olive oil in a 
bowl of water. The oil formed one large drop in the middle of the bowl, a sure sign of the Evil Eye, but after 
chanting the right prayers (that only women were allowed to know) the oil broke up into tiny droplets and 
spread out. The ritual broke the curse of the Evil Eye according to the tale, and the baby got better 
immediately. 
 
The Devil’s Horn (Corno): Like the Evil Eye curse is the use of the Corno, or Devil’s Horn amulet. These twisted 
red coral, gold or silver amulets are often worn as necklaces by men to ward off curses. They can often be 
seen sold in Italian jewelry stores and during Italian American festivals. 
 
Always related to the Corno is the hand gesture known as the mano cornuta (or fare le corna) which also 
wards off the Evil Eye. It is made by extending the pinkie and index finger like a pair of horns and pointing 
them down. When this gesture is made pointing upward it is as an insult to somebody, meaning their husband 
or wife is unfaithful. 
 
Lucky/unlucky numbers: I always thought my mom was kidding when she used to say number 13 was lucky. 
Apparently, she was serious as the Italian concept of lucky and unlucky numbers is different from other parts 
of the world. Some older Italian Americans still hold the belief of lucky 13, especially when gambling. 
The number 17 is considered unlucky for at least two reasons, both having to do with how it is written. When 
17 is written using Roman numerals XVII, it can be rearranged to spell the Roman word VIXI meaning “I have 
lived” and was found on ancient tombstones. When written using Arabic numerals, 17s are still considered 
unlucky since it resembles a man hanging from some gallows. 
 
From Antoinette Trifiro 
 
Let’s pretend we’re in Italy this June and partake in some of the festivities! 
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From June through September, Italians get away for summer vacations. While some may plan to return to their 
hometowns to visit family and enjoy local festivities, others will holiday at the beach or the mountains, while 
some may vacation abroad. Wherever the destination throughout Italy, from a large city to a small town, there 
is much to see, taste, hear and enjoy. From ‘people watching’ in the piazza, enjoying un gelato, listening to live 
band/musicians, partaking in a religious ceremony or procession, sampling local cuisine or wines, appreciating 
the colorful lights around the main streets, or watching the brilliance and booming sounds of firework displays, 
it all culminates in an unforgettable and joyful experience.  

Below are some of the festivals celebrated in Italy during June. 

§ Festa della Repubblica - Italy's Festa della Repubblica, or Republic Day, on June 2 is a national holiday 
celebrated throughout the country. The biggest festival is in Rome, with a huge parade and a spectacular 
fly-over by the Italian Air Force.  

§ Corpus Domini – The Feast of Corpus Christi or Corpus Domini, held 60 days after Easter, is elaborately 
celebrated in many parts of Italy. In Rome, an outdoor evening mass is celebrated at San Giovanni in 
Laterano, Rome's cathedral followed by a procession led by the Pope from there to Santa Maria 
Maggiore. Orvieto has a costumed procession with more than four hundred people and streets are 
decorated with banners and flowers. Castelrotto in the Trentino-Alto Adige region has a big festival. 
Infiorata, spectacular flower petal art displays, are held in many Italian towns the Sunday after Corpus 
Domini. 

§ Festa di Sant’Antonio da Padova, Padua June 13. Padua) celebrates its patron saint during June – Saint 
Anthony. In addition to solemn religious processions and devotionals centered around the grand basilica 
honoring the saint are secular events around the city, including food fairs and concerts. 

§ Luminara of Saint Ranieri. Luminara of Saint Ranieri is celebrated June 16 in Pisa, the eve of the feast 
day of Saint Ranieri, Pisa's patron saint. The Arno River, buildings lining the river, and bridges are 
illuminated with the flames of over 70,000 lumini (small glass candle holders) 

§ The Historic Regatta of Saint Ranieri is the next day, June 17th. Four boats, one from each of Pisa's 
districts, row against the Arno River's current. When a boat arrives at the finish line, one man climbs up 
a 25-foot rope to reach the victory flag. 

§ Il Gioco del Ponte - Game of the Bridge is held the last Sunday in June in Pisa. In this contest between 
the north and south sides of the Arno River, the two teams try to push a huge cart into the opposing 
side's territory to claim possession of the bridge. Before the battle, there's a huge parade on each side 
of the river with participants in period costume. 

§ San Giovanni or Saint John Feast Day, June 24 - The feast day of San Giovanni Battista is celebrated with 
events in many parts of Italy. Sagra di San Giovanni is the oldest historic event on Lake Como. Hundreds 
of tiny lamps float in the lake and there's big fireworks display the evening. The following morning brings 
a boat parade with traditional boats decorated with flowers followed by folk dancing and flag throwing 
competitions. Events are held the weekend closest to Saint John's Day.  
San Giovanni Feast Day is celebrated in Florence the Sunday following June 24 with a medieval 
tournament followed by music, drinking, and feasting. In the evening on the Arno River, there is a palio 
of rowboats carrying lit candles followed by fireworks. 

§ Palio di San Giovanni is a four-day event in Fabriano, in central Italy's Marche region, culminating on 
June 24 with a beautiful infiorata, tapestries made of flower petals. Events include traditional medieval 
competitions with participants dressed in period costume, flag throwing performances, and crafts and 
food stands. 
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§ Festival dei Due Mondi. Festival of Two Worlds, is one of Italy's most famous performing arts festivals, 
attended by some of the world's top artists. It features concerts, operas, ballets, films, and art from late 
June through mid-July. The festival was first started in 1958 by composer Gian Carlo Menotti with the 
intention of bringing together the old and new worlds of Europe and America. It's in Spoleto in central 
Italy's Umbria region. 

§ Santi Pietro e Paolo, Rome June 29. The patron saints of Rome – Peter and Paul –  are celebrated with 
vats of lumache – snails – available for consumption around the Piazza di San Giovanni in Laterano. This 
is a local holiday in Rome so many businesses will be closed. 

 
From our National Office: 
 

  

  

Hon. Rosa DeLauro, Lidia Bastianich, Angelo Vivolo an Laurie Serricchio Hollander honored in flagship 
event by the Sons of Italy Foundation® 

 

Washington D.C., May 31, 2022 – Leaders in public service, culinary arts, Italian American leadership, 
and humanitarianism were honored on Wednesday May 25, 2022, at the Ronald Reagan Building and 
International Trade Center in Washington, D.C. by the Sons of Italy Foundation® (SIF) at its 33rd Annual 
National Education & Leadership Awards (NELA) Gala. The SIF is the philanthropic arm of the Order Sons 
and Daughters of Italy in America® (OSDIA), the nation’s largest and oldest organization for people of 
Italian heritage. 
 
In addition to recognizing these distinguished individuals, the SIF awarded 19 highly selective 
scholarships to undergraduate and graduate students of Italian descent for exemplary academic 
performance, school leadership, and community service. Compared to last year, when 15 students 
benefitted from SIF’s grants, the generosity of benefactors and foundations from the Italian-American 
community signals a stronger support for the Sons of Italy Foundation.  

 

The SIF’s annual NELA Gala has raised millions of dollars and has hosted many distinguished individuals. 
Past attendees have included U.S. presidents, members of Congress and the Cabinet, and foreign 
diplomats. Previous SIF honorees include President Bill Clinton; President George W. Bush; Italy’s 
President Giorgio Napolitano; U.S. Supreme Court Justices Antonin Scalia and Samuel Alito; former 
Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta; Congresswoman Geraldine Ferraro; former Fiat CEO Sergio 
Marchionne; science & medicine luminaries Dr. Anthony Fauci, Dr. Robert Gallo, and Dr. Michael 
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Sofia; entertainers Frank Sinatra, Tony Bennett, Annette Funicello, and Gary Sinise; and sports 
legends Mario Andretti, Geno Auriemma, and Tommy Lasorda. 
  
Founded in 1959, the SIF has contributed tens of millions of dollars to scholarships, medical research, 
disaster relief efforts, cultural projects, veterans’ causes, and other special projects. The proceeds from 
the NELA Gala help fund its philanthropy. 

 

 
Publication: 
 
The DaVinci News is published monthly and distributed to electronically to all DaVinci Lodge members. Be sure 
and check out the DaVinci website at www.osiaazdavinci.org and view our Facebook page at Sons of Italy – 
Leonardo Davinci Lodge OSIA@2992. 
 
 
Our Supporters & Advertisers: 
 
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS WITH OR ORGANIZATION WITH US!! 
 
         Non-Member  Member 
 Business Card    $40       $30 
 ¼ Page     $60       $50  
 ½ Page     $80       $70 

Full Page    $100       $90 
 

Prices quoted are for one year. Please submit your ad to the Editor (skawtcloutier@gmail.com) no later than 
the 20th of the month prior to publication. 
 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!! 
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PUBLICATION 

The DaVinci News is published monthly and distributed electronically to all DaVinci Lodge members.  Be 
sure and check out the DaVinci website at www.osiaazdavinci.org and view our Facebook page at 
Sons of Italy – Leonardo DaVinci Lodge OSIA@2992. 

 

 ADVERTISING 
 
 ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION WITH US!! 

  

         Non-Member  Member  
         
                                Business Card                   $40  $30 
                                1/4 Page                            $60  $50 
                                1/2 Page                            $80  $70 
                                Full Page                          $100  $90 

 

Prices quoted are per year. Please submit your ad to Editor no later than the 20th of the 
month prior to publication in the next month’s issue. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JIMS’ PLACE  
Organic Soil, Seeds, Fertilizers, Honey, Fresh Eggs   

602 722-0456  
Jim Bolduc 
Owner/Operator  
Jimbolduc25@gmail.com 
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If you are looking for an innovative Residential Property Management company serving the Phoenix area for over 25+ 
years, look no further! We are a locally owned company that takes pride in assisting residential property investors in 
securing the most income from the investment. We provide full residential management service, including market update 
of home’s value, extensive marketing in over 50 websites and MLS, we offer expert legal representation at no cost or 
discounted rates. We work hard to develop and maintain a high level of trust, confidence, and follow through with our 
clients. Our goal is building a business relationship focused on communication and service which explains why many 
investors/owners have been collaborating with our company for over 10 years and happily refer their friends to us. 

Give us a call ± we want to be your residential property managers! 

 
 
 
 

 
AZ CORNERSTONE REALTY, LLC 
20325 N 51st Avenue #134 
Glendale, AZ 85308 
 

Cell 602 714-0010 
Fax 623-328-9090 
Email. propertymike17@gmail.com  
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Toni Artino Associate Broker  

602-321-2916 toniarealtor@cox.net  

SalArtino@EncoreAZ.com 480-567-2339  

EXPERIENCE, HONESTY & INTEGRITY  

Born in Italy, raised in Ohio, I moved to Phoenix with my husband and two children 

in 1978. As an Associate Broker for the past 40 years, I have seen many changes in 

the real estate market. I have enjoyed a rewarding career and have been a consistent 

top producer throughout the years. I have received many awards, but for me, the 

highest compliment comes from my clients who turn to me for repeat business and 

referrals from their family and friends. My enthusiasm, friendly approach, concern, 

and professional competence have earned me strong and lasting relationships and a 

reputation for tenaciously protecting my clients’ interest. Three years ago, my son 

Sal joined me, and it has been an absolute pleasure working together. We will always 

be available to answer your questions, address your concerns and just listen.  


