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ABOUT US 
 

Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992 
 

Executive Officers: 
 
President  Gennaro Carfagno 
Vice President  Paula Pitruzzello 
Orator   Cathy Quagliata 
Recording Secretary Shirley Gotelli 
Financial Secretary Chris Boyda 
Treasurer  Joseph Quagliata 
 
Immediate Past President  Marie Chiaramonte 
Interim Past President  Al Carfora  
Past President   Nick Battaglia 
FIRST President   Antoinette Trifiro 
 
Meeting Information: 
 

Council Meeting 
1st Tuesday of each month, 7 PM,  Kids 
Prep Academy, Phoenix, AZ. 
 

General Meeting 
2nd Sunday of each month, 1 PM, location 
to be determined 
 

For Information: 
 
E-Mail:   davincilodge2992@gmail.com  
 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 5153 
  Peoria, AZ, 85385 
 
Website:  www.osiaazdavinci.org  
 
National website: www.osia.org 
 
Facebook Page:  Sons of Italy – Leonardo 

DaVinci Lodge OSIA @2992 
 
Newsletter Editor: Scott Cloutier 
 

 
 
 

President’s Message 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers of the DaVinci Lodge, 
 
August was a busy month for the club. We had a lot of things 
happening. First, I want to congratulate Denise, our 
membership person, for her job well done. We welcomed six 
new members to our club in the past month. I also wanted to 
thank Paula for all the hard work that she’s been doing and 
setting up activities for us. The last one, which was on August 
20th, was at Art on Fire. It was a great time for everyone to 
mingle and see each other’s talents.  
 
Coming up in the future, we have a blood drive to benefit our 
local blood banks. We will be hosting the event sometime in 
the fall. The organizer of this event came to talk to us at our 
last meeting. More details will be given as we get them.  
 
Finally, I would like to wish everyone a happy Labor Day and 
official end of summer coming soon. 
 
Fraternally, 
 
Gennaro Carfagno 
President of Lodge #2992 
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Honoring Our Members 
 

Happy Birthday,  
Buon Compleanno! 

 
 
Gennaro Carfagno September 5 
Gabrielle Valdez September 22 
Toni Artino  September 25 
 
 

Sunshine Corner 
 
Rose Vizcarrondo is still in physical rehab and continues to 
improve. She has a very positive attitude about 
her recovery. We wish everyone else Good Health. Stay 
well! 
 

 
 
"Please contact us, if you know of someone who has been 
hospitalized, seriously ill or had a death in the immediate 
family.  Call or write: Cathy Quagliata 602-923-7515 
or cquagliata44@gmail.com 
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Message from the Vice President 
 
Cari fratelli e sorelli, 
 
Please mark your calendar for October 
8th. Our Lodge will be helping out Vitalant 
Blood Services by hosting a blood drive. 
There is a severe shortage of blood at the 
blood banks and everyone's help is 
needed. There are several different ways 
you can help if you can’t give blood.  Giving 
back can be one of the most rewarding 
feelings. Please mark your calendar for now 
and more information will follow soon.    
 
On a different note, Art on Fire was a fun 
evening.  Thank you, Denise and Gabby, for 
all you did to ensure it was the success that 
it was. I know some were not able to attend 
but, as others have expressed, it was a fun 
and relaxing place. We feel it is worth doing 
again! 
 
Please look for emails from our lodge to stay 
tuned for more events coming up soon. 
 
Affectionately, 
 
Paula Pitruzzello 
Vice President of Lodge #2992 

Just for Fun  
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Welcome to our New Members!!  
 
The Lodge would like to welcome its newest members to our family. We look forward to a 
collaborative future with you all. 
 
1. Caterina (Tina) Suglia  (Aug 2022) 
2. Donna Neish                 (Aug 2022) 
3. Janet Calabresi            (Aug 2022) 
4. Regina DiMarco           (Aug 2022) 
5. Teresa DeHope             (Aug 2022) 
6. Robert DeHope             (Aug 2022) 
 
Member Contributions:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Francine Anello Wallin 

STORIES and MEMORIES 
 
 We all have a story.  Some contain countless pieces of information, some random and insignificant, 
others full of meaning.  And although the facts are immutable, the way we react to them and weave them into 
our personal rendering is not. 
 
 Often our stories are connected to events from our past, be it family, school, church, or friends.  And 
these chapters, whether positive or negative, can impact our personal stories affecting our outlook on life, 
how we deal with people and circumstances in life. 

Want to Contribute to the Newsletter? 
 

Member contributions are welcomed and encouraged! Just submit an article, photo, request, or correction to 
an item no later than the 20th of the month prior to the next publication. Email Scott Cloutier, newsletter 

editor, at skawtcloutier@gmail.com or call or text 603-285-2296 with questions. 

Upcoming Events 
 

1. September 6th: Board Meeting, Kids Prep 
Academy, Phoenix, AZ. 
 

2. September 11th: General Meeting, 1 p.m. 
Upper Crust Pizza. 
 

3. September 24th: BBQ – Pig Roast at Rudy’s, 
Goodyear, AZ. 4 p.m. 

Italian Proverbs 
 
 
Ogni cosa ha cagione. 
Everything has a reason.   
 
 
A tavola non si invecchia. 
At the table, you don’t get old. 
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 Since joining the Lodge, it has been both a delight and blessing to meet members, who not only know 
of my hometown in upstate NY but share some of the memories of my story. 
 
 Utica was a city comprised of about 90% Italians. And the residents of East Utica, from where I 
heralded, were all Italian.  Most were immigrants who came through Ellis Island in the early 1900’s.  Others 
were first generation children of which I am one as my father was born in Calabria.  Many memories are 
associated with these growing up years, especially that which centered around a special event that took place 
at St. Anthony of Padua Church every September—the feast of Santi Cosmas e Damiano. 
 
 Little is known of their lives except that they suffered martyrdom in Syria during the persecution of the 
Roman Emperor Diocletian in 286 AD.  According to Christian tradition, the twin brothers were born in the 
region then known as Arabia and became skilled doctors.  SS Cosmas e Damiano are regarded as the patrons 
of physicians, surgeons and pharmacists, and are sometimes represented with medical emblems.  They are 
also regarded as the patron saints of twins.  So why am I telling you all of this? 
 

 
Inside Chapel 

 

 
Outdoor Shrine 

 
 Devotion to these saints was initiated at Utica’s ‘Chiesa di S. Antonio’ in 1912 by immigrants from 
Alberobello in the province of Bari, Italy.  More than 100 buses arrive from Canada and the Northeastern 
United States to pay homage to the Medici Santi every year.  This celebration is held on the last Saturday and 
Sunday of September--a truly spiritual weekend.  It has only been cancelled once in 2020, due to Covid—a 
108- year run.  St. Anthony’s is now the National Shrine for these saints. 
 
 But there is more.  Following the masses, a Grand Procession through the streets of East Utica 
commence with the Statues of SS Cosmas e Damiano, the Blessed Mother and S Pio of Pietrelcina.  Moving 
down the popular Bleecker Street, many visit the Florentine Café to enjoy un caffe along with a delicious 
pasticciotto, sfogliatella, cannoli or dish of spumoni. 
 
 Meanwhile back at church, the courtyard is filled with games, laughter, and music (La Banda Rosa) as 
the pilgrims enjoy traditional Italian dancing and delicious food.  I still recall how hard it was to concentrate on 
Mass as smells drifted through the windows of fresh pizza fritta along with sausage and peppers being 
prepared and readied for our delight.  Lest I forget, the street in front of the church is filled with vendors 
offering anything from roasted castagne to Italian novelties and religious articles imported from Italy. 
 
 Yes, a memory not soon forgotten and hopefully one to be revisited this coming September.  Thank 
you for allowing me to share part of my story with you.  Perhaps, I will see some of you this September and 
this will become part of your story too.  For now, Ciao mi’amici. 
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From AnnaMaria Quagliata:  
 
The Italian Woman Who Inspires Me 
 
On the warmest mornings of summer growing up in NY, the smell of coffee lingered but I knew the kitchen 
was empty and I would find my mother outside greeting the day hanging fresh laundry on the line. The smell 
of clean damp sheets lightly blowing in the wind really was the aroma that woke me out of bed. My mother 
never seemed to stand still and yet there always seemed enough time for her. Like she knew exactly how, 
when and for how long each task would lead her to the next. As soon as she sensed the four of us kids moving 
about, I turned around and there she was laying the breakfast table with a feast of nourishment to move us 
through our day. We would watch her out the window picking veggies and herbs from the magnificent garden 
my father nurtured, knowing she would soon be loudly informing us of our chores & schedule for the day. My 
mother loved deeply but she kept us all in constant progression just like her, without pause.  
 
The summer break meant swim team at the city pool, rec classes at the city park and weekly library visits. My 
brothers had baseball camp and eventually summer jobs. My Mom made sure we were all dropped off out of 
the house early in the morning and would schedule to come back around and pick us up before my Dad came 
home from work later in the day. Some days my Mom worked at the summer school, some days she was 
taking care of my Nonna, some days she was just moving from chore to chore. Other days, she would come 
meet us all at the city pool/park with fresh pizza from Fricano’s. Those days were my favorite. Mom came and 
we all sat in picnic at the park devouring the best local pizza. Summertime was magical for the 4 of us, and it 
was my mom that held that space. The days seemed so long and yet when we got home at night still so much 
more seemed to unfold.  
 
Dinner was always around the same time, and no one dare not sit at the table. Mom catered to all our taste 
buds, and Dad sat at the head telling stories of his life growing up in Sicily - we hung on his every word. Dinner 
was an event every night and I looked forward to doing the dishes with my sister, we laughed so much as my 
brothers entertained with jokes. Dad and my eldest brother always retired early to make sure they caught 
some of the baseball game that was on that evening. Some evenings we all walked down the street to my 
aunt’s house, some nights they walked over to our house and some night we all lay on the living floor 
watching the Honeymooners as we closed all the windows and put on the AC… we got so excited on those 
nights the AC went on! All this hinged on the magic my Mother did and still does create – the woman I aspire 
to be. 
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From Shirley Gotelli:  
 

View Link Here 

 

Come Celebrate Columbus Day with the 
Chamber!  

We are delighted to announce that we will be hosting a Columbus Day 
celebration on October 10th at 6pm at the Sicilian Butcher at Greenway 
and Tatum. Come mix and mingle with other Chamber members while 
also taking the opportunity to celebrate our Italian American heritage.  
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From our National Office: 
 
No updates from National at this time.  
 
Publication: 
 
The DaVinci News is published monthly and distributed to electronically to all DaVinci Lodge members. Be sure 
and check out the DaVinci website at www.osiaazdavinci.org and view our Facebook page at Sons of Italy – 
Leonardo Davinci Lodge OSIA@2992. 
 
Our Supporters & Advertisers: 
 
ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS WITH OR ORGANIZATION WITH US!! 
 
         Non-Member  Member 
 Business Card    $40       $30 
 ¼ Page     $60       $50  
 ½ Page     $80       $70 

Full Page    $100       $90 
 

Prices quoted are for one year. Please submit your ad to the Editor (skawtcloutier@gmail.com) no later than 
the 20th of the month prior to publication. 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!! 
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PUBLICATION 

The DaVinci News is published monthly and distributed electronically to all DaVinci Lodge members.  Be 
sure and check out the DaVinci website at www.osiaazdavinci.org and view our Facebook page at 
Sons of Italy – Leonardo DaVinci Lodge OSIA@2992. 

 

 ADVERTISING 
 
 ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION WITH US!! 

  

         Non-Member  Member  
         
                                Business Card                   $40  $30 
                                1/4 Page                            $60  $50 
                                1/2 Page                            $80  $70 
                                Full Page                          $100  $90 

 

Prices quoted are per year. Please submit your ad to Editor no later than the 20th of the 
month prior to publication in the next month’s issue. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JIMS’ PLACE  
Organic Soil, Seeds, Fertilizers, Honey, Fresh Eggs   

602 722-0456  
Jim Bolduc 
Owner/Operator  
Jimbolduc25@gmail.com 



                      Celebrating our culture, honoring our heritage  Page 8  

 
 

 
 

Page  7    Celebrating our culture, honoring our heritage  

 
 

If you are looking for an innovative Residential Property Management company serving the Phoenix area for over 25+ 
years, look no further! We are a locally owned company that takes pride in assisting residential property investors in 
securing the most income from the investment. We provide full residential management service, including market update 
of home’s value, extensive marketing in over 50 websites and MLS, we offer expert legal representation at no cost or 
discounted rates. We work hard to develop and maintain a high level of trust, confidence, and follow through with our 
clients. Our goal is building a business relationship focused on communication and service which explains why many 
investors/owners have been collaborating with our company for over 10 years and happily refer their friends to us. 

Give us a call ± we want to be your residential property managers! 

 
 
 
 

 
AZ CORNERSTONE REALTY, LLC 
20325 N 51st Avenue #134 
Glendale, AZ 85308 
 

Cell 602 714-0010 
Fax 623-328-9090 
Email. propertymike17@gmail.com  
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Toni Artino Associate Broker  

602-321-2916 toniarealtor@cox.net  

SalArtino@EncoreAZ.com 480-567-2339  

EXPERIENCE, HONESTY & INTEGRITY  

Born in Italy, raised in Ohio, I moved to Phoenix with my husband and two children 

in 1978. As an Associate Broker for the past 40 years, I have seen many changes in 

the real estate market. I have enjoyed a rewarding career and have been a consistent 

top producer throughout the years. I have received many awards, but for me, the 

highest compliment comes from my clients who turn to me for repeat business and 

referrals from their family and friends. My enthusiasm, friendly approach, concern, 

and professional competence have earned me strong and lasting relationships and a 

reputation for tenaciously protecting my clients’ interest. Three years ago, my son 

Sal joined me, and it has been an absolute pleasure working together. We will always 

be available to answer your questions, address your concerns and just listen.  


