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Leonardo DaVinci Lodge 2992 

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America 

NOTIZIE DaVinci - VIEWS AND NEWS 
LOVING OUR CULTURE - SHARING OUR MESSAGE 

  
Volume 1, Issue 8 – August 2017             Editor: Antoinette Trifiro  

Website: www.osiaazdavinci.org  Co-Editors on August issue: Marie Chiaramonte and Nancy Irato  
 

 

Brothers and Sisters: 

We are on a roll… Our first local community outreach endeavor, providing backpacks 
for disadvantaged elementary school children was a BIG HIT. Our members are 
especially generous, and as of today, Monday, August 14th, we have collected 65 
backpacks!! Our goal was 50, which we blew past. We are making arrangements to 
present these to Desert Palms Elementary School in the Peoria School District in the 
very near future. We should all be VERY proud of exceeding our goal.  A JOB WELL 
DONE! 

We continue to add new members to our DaVinci family. At the general meeting on 
August 13, we accepted five (5) new members.  Each new member attended the “Meet 
and Greet” held on August 10, 2017.  This now brings our total membership to 68.  This 
type of growth only happens when members spread positive words to others about the 
lodge, our brothers, our sisters and the fraternal spirit that we all display.   

Here is just one quote that we should all follow: 

“La semplicità è l’ultima sofisticazione – Simplicity is the ultimate sophistication.” 

-Leonardo Da Vinci   

We continue to grow our lodge because we are simply ourselves-genuine and warm. 

Fraternally yours, 

Nick 

Nick Battaglia, President 
 
 
  

http://www.osiaazdavinci.org/
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Da Vinci Lodge Upcoming Events and News 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

➢ Tuesday, September 5, Council Meeting at 7 pm – at Antoinette Trifiro Residence. 
➢ Thursday, September14, General Meeting at IronWorks Restaurant at 7:00 pm. 
➢ Saturday, September 23 – Winery Excursion – Details to follow. 
➢ DaVinci Cookbook – As the Chair of the Cookbook Committee, Dawn Maisano is reminding us 

to continue adding our recipes to the online recipe website:  www.typensave.com.  With all of 
us adding our recipes, we will have a fabulous cookbook just in time for the holidays! 

 

PAST EVENTS: 

➢ Backpack Drive – DaVinci Lodge members donated 65 backpacks. President Nick and 
members will present these backpacks to Desert Palms Elementary School in the Peoria 
School District shortly. 

➢ A DaVinci Meet & Greet was held on August 10 at Ironworks. It was great to see so many 
new faces who wanted to know more about OSIA and our Lodge.  It was an enjoyable time 
for the members and attendees. We are happy to report three individuals signed up for 
membership. 

➢ PIZZA NIGHT - Another fun-filled Friday night with DaVinci friends. 

    

If you’re in the mood for live theater, 
you may want to check out the 
production of Steel Magnolias 
presented by Stage Left Productions. 

http://www.typensave.com/
https://www.facebook.com/OSIA2992/photos/pcb.648034595405628/648034395405648/?type=3
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MEMBERS CORNER 

NEW MEMBER:  Please extend a very warm welcome to the newest members 
joining the DaVinci Lodge family: 
 

    GENNARO (GERRY) CARFAGNO 
    DEBBIE AND JOHN GUNDACKER 

    AGNES AND MARK DiSTASI 
 

HEALTH AND WELFARE: 

Gloria Puccio continues to heal from her fall and she will soon be returning home.  Good Work 
Gloria – Keep that positive attitude. 

 
 

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS:  Please extend your good wishes to the following members who will be 

celebrating a birthday this month!  

  

 

SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMS 

In case you have not received President Nick’s message regarding the Grand Lodge Scholarship program 
initiated when Marie Chiaramonte was president of the Arizona Grand Lodge, following is his email.  
The documents attached to his email are included on the last pages of the newsletter.  

Hello Everyone, 
I wanted to pass this along as soon as I received it in order for anyone in the Di Vinci 
Lodge to take full advantage of this scholarship opportunity. 

 
Please review the two (2) attachments: 
 
If you have a son, daughter or relative who is in need of financial help for their education, 
please pass the letter and application on to them in order to have the paperwork 
completed and postmarked no later the September 30, 2017. 
 
With our help and backing, this scholarship can grow over the years to offer more 
students a chance to attend school with some financial help! 
 
Fraternally,  
Nick Battaglia, President 

 
  

 

NANCY IRATO AUGUST 25 

ALEAH FARB   AUGUST 30 
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COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE® (CSJ) 

What is the Commission for Social Justice®? - The Commission for Social Justice® (CSJ) is the anti-
defamation arm of OSIA. The CSJ is particularly concerned with the stereotyping of Italian Americans 
by the news media, advertising and entertainment industries. 
 

Following is a copy of an email message from Kevin A. Caira, President, Commission for Social Justice, 
requesting our action to save Columbus Day: 

Brothers and Sisters, 

As you are aware the LA City Council is preparing to take a vote this month (August) 
to eliminate Columbus Day and establish Indigenous People's Day. I would like to 
encourage all of you to send a letter or email, or make a phone call in support of 
Columbus Day. Remember OSIA is not opposed to an Indigenous People's Day, just 
not on Columbus Day. You may want to suggest establishing Indigenous People's Day 
on the Friday after Thanksgiving. I cannot stress how important it is that everyone get 
involved. Let's keep Columbus Day in LA!  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Here is the link if you wish to sign the petition:  https://www.change.org/p/order-sons-of-italy-
in-america-s-commission-for-social-justice-save-columbus-day. 

 

DAVINCI’S MEET & GREET HELD ON AUGUST 10, 2017 

   

http://www.osia.org/csj/index
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LCjJite7eAcTEIKfUcYmphsjGRQUDBXZE9rTSRlow2RokEUnjbxIFw0zaRIPF-epPIh3w6d5TXEORAzjiYz9wAv0FozNQz0UmmGTH9W5IPeBOyhRYtSkdDi_5o2p0SjUt7fgg5f0IZ86mUxOpd6cyJul4fOkhqk8&c=LUOwNEoFzmUe0WwncqlODu_tE0dYvebbZQjL6hXPrxfWu3NIOFfQPQ==&ch=1uCmaizXMI1sLpagnCDoBaVWSIViC1fPVPSe_DWX7t0H6bRWtqV24g==
https://www.change.org/p/order-sons-of-italy-in-america-s-commission-for-social-justice-save-columbus-day
https://www.change.org/p/order-sons-of-italy-in-america-s-commission-for-social-justice-save-columbus-day
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Italian Summers and Ferragosto 
 

Ferragosto began as a pagan tradition under the rule of Roman Emperor Augustus in 18 BC. Emperor 
Augustus declared that the month of August would be dedicated to Feriae Augusti, a series of festivals 
and celebrations.  In Roman times, it was one of the few occasions in which Romans from all walks of 
life, masters and slaves alike, mingled freely. These festivals were dedicated to Conso, the god of 
granaries and fertility; it also allowed workers a rest and re-energize after the annual agricultural work 
and harvesting.  The most important festival was held on the 13th and was dedicated to Diana, the 
Goddess whose task was to oversee the woods, the phases of the Moon, and Maternity. Women who 
made offerings to the Goddess Diana throughout the year offered prayers in the hope that their labor 
would be safe and happy. 

 
Centuries later, what began as a pagan holiday dedicated to the Goddess Diana, transformed into a one 
of the more important holidays celebrated by the Catholic Church on August 15th -- the feast of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary or Assunta in Cielo.  

 
Ferragosto is unique because it marks a religious holiday, national holiday and the start of Italy’s famous 
summer holiday period when most kids are on school holidays and families, business owners and frankly, 
most Italians, pack their bags and cars and head to the Italian coast. Perhaps the Fascist regime partly 
contributed to summer travel and the birth of mass tourism throughout Italy. In 1931, the government 
enacted reduced train fares in the month of August to many tourist locations.  It’s possible this explains 
why most Italians take their vacations in August.   

 
During Ferragosto in August many shops and restaurants are closed.  Ferragosto technically runs from 
15 August to 1 September.  But while 15th August is a national holiday, the rest of the holiday period is 
up to anyone’s interpretation. Because families and shop owners all go on holidays at the same time, 
many shops and restaurants shut down for the entire month of August leaving some parts of Italy virtual 
ghost towns in summer. Some establishments close as early as mid-July while others stay open the whole 
summer. Some close for a week; others for a month. The weather is hot and those that can escape go to 
the beaches or the mountains.  

DAVINCI MEMBERS AT HAPPY HOUR AT BOTTEGA RISTORANTE 

 

  



Page  6    Honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture 

  
 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL DIRECTORY 

NAME AND TITLE EMAIL ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

Nick Battaglia, President njbatts@cox.net    623 412-0107 

Al Carfora, Vice President alcarfora@cox.net 480 361 1337 

Marie Chiaramonte, Orator azgrandlodge@gmail.com 480 612 5823 

Joyce Battaglia, Recording Secretary joyce4thecure@cox.net 623 412 0107 

Deborah Forcine, Financial Secretary dforcine@hotmail.com 602 540 3858 

Joe Quagliata, Treasurer cquagliata@cox.net 602-923-7515 

Antoinette Trifiro, Past President antonia729@gmail.com 602-569-4922 

 

WORD OF THE DAY… 
 

ROSSO = RED 

[Adjective] 

 

Semaforo rosso significa stop. Red on the traffic light means 
stop. 

L'uomo sta di fronte al muro rosso. The man is facing the red wall. 

Rosa rossa a stelo lungo long stem red rose 

mela rossa  red apple 

pomodoro rosso maturo ripe red tomato 
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ADVERTISING 

Let’s all work in getting advertisers by 
asking associates or businesses for their 
support by placing an ad in the monthly 
newsletter.  Our advertising rates are 
very reasonable and flexible, based on 
ad size.   Regular Rates for 12 issues are: 

Business Cards - $40.00 

1/4 Page - $60.00 

1/2 Page - $80.00 

Full Page - $100.00 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
 

IF YOU ARE THINKING ABOUT 
ADVERTISING IN NOTIZIE DAVINCI THIS 
IS THE PERFECT TIME!  
 
OUR SPECIAL DISCOUNTED RATES 
CONTINUE THROUGH THE SUMMER.  BY 
PLACING YOU AD NOW, YOU WILL HAVE 
FREE ADVERTISING FOR THE 
REMAINDER OF THIS YEAR AND PAY 
ONLY THE SELECTED YEARLY RATE IN 
2018.  
 
IT’S EASY TO ADVERTISE - SELECT THE 
SIZE AD YOU WANT, FORMAT THE AD 
ACCORDING TO THE SIZE SELECTED, 
AND EMAIL A COPY OF YOUR FINISHED 
AD TO A TRIFIRO OR J BATTAGLIA FOR 
PLACEMENT IN OUR NEWSLETTER.  
PLEASE SEND/GIVE YOUR CHECK FOR 
PLACEMENT OF YOUR AD TO THE 
FINANCIAL SECRETARY, D FORCINE. 
THANK YOU. 
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PUBLICATION 

 

The Notizie DaVinci is published monthly and distributed electronically to all DaVinci Lodge members.  

If you wish to submit an article, news or an event for publication, please contact Antoinette Trifiro, 
antonia729@gmail.com or Joyce Battaglia, joyce4thecure@cox.net.  

Members’ comments, suggestions as well as written articles are encouraged.  PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR 
ARTICLE AND/OR AD AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MONTH FOR PUBLICATON IN THAT MONTH’S 
ISSUE. 

Be sure and check out the DaVinci website at www.osiaazdavinci.org and 

view our Facebook page at Sons of Italy – Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992. 

 

 

  

mailto:joyce4thecure@cox.net
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July 5, 2017  
  

  

Dear Applicant:  
  

Our best wishes to you as you pursue your education.   
  

The Order of the Sons of Italy – Grand Lodge of Arizona will be awarding  $500.00 scholarships in 
November 2017 to one or two qualified applicants.   
  

If you are interested in applying, please complete all sections of the attached application form, and be sure to 
include your essay and letter of recommendation.  
  

Applications must be complete in order to be considered, and must be postmarked not later than September 
30, 2017.  
  

The individual who recommended this scholarship opportunity to you must hold a currently active 
membership in one of the Arizona Lodges of The Order of the Sons of Italy.  
  

If you have questions about this application, please call Marianne De Palma, Chair of the Scholarship 
Committee, at 480-830-2998.  
  

Buona fortuna con i tuoi studi!  
  

Sincerely,  
  

  

JOHN IANNUCCI  
President, Grand Lodge of Arizona  
Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America  
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      GRAND LODGE OF ARIZONA 

ORDER SONS & DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA 

 

 

2017-2018 Scholarship Application Instructions 

 

To be considered for a Scholarship, a student must meet the following 

criteria: 

 

• Be a member of OSIA or have a parent, grandparent, aunt or uncle 

who is an active member of OSIA in Arizona.  

• Be a 2016-2017 graduate of an Arizona High School 

• Be enrolled in a college or university for the 2017-2018 

academic year 

• Have a high school GPA (grade point average) of at least 3.75 or 

comparable 

• Be a United States Citizen 

• Write an essay of 500 - 600 words on the topic “What it means to 

me to be an Italian American”.  Submit essay typed, double 

spaced, on 8.5” x 11” paper. 

• For the purposes of the Grand Lodge Scholarship Program to be 

considered “Italian American” a student must have at least one 

ancestor who emigrated from Italy. 

• Provide a letter of recommendation from a teacher, guidance 

counselor or community leader. 

 

Each scholarship can only be used for tuition and educational 

expenses.  

 

Complete application and submit with required documents. 

APPLICATION DEADLINE: postmarked no later than September 30, 2017 

 

MAIL TO:  Grand Lodge of Arizona  

Marianne De Palma, Chair, Scholarship Committee 

  2733 N Power Road, Suite 225 

  Mesa AZ  85215 

       



Page  11    Honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture 

       

GRAND LODGE OF ARIZONA 

SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 

 
Completed application form must be submitted by mail with required documents and be 

postmarked not later than September 30, 2017. 

 

 

Name: __________________________________________________________ 

 

Home Address 

_______________________________________________________________ 

 

City: ___________________________ State: ________Zip: ________ 

 

Phone(home): ____________________Phone(cell): __________________ 

 

Email: ________________________________________________________ 

 

U.S. Citizen – yes ( ) 

 

Please identify your Italian lineage: 

 

__Mother’s Family     __Father’s Family    __Both 

 

Please give Italian surnames in your lineage: 

 

 

OSIA Arizona Member who recommended this scholarship to you: 

 

NAME: ______________________________LODGE: _____________________                                        

 

 

NAME OF YOUR HIGH SCHOOL               GRAD DATE          G.P.A. 

 

 

School you will be attending in 2017-2018: 

 

NAME of School: 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Major: _________________________________________________________ 

 

For Office use only: 

 

Number: ____________________       Date Received___________ Application is 

Complete ___      Date Processed__________      


