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Da Vinci Brothers and Sisters, 

With the holiday season upon us, this time of the year brings back fond memories for me of what it 
means to be Italian.  I want to share some of these, with hopes that you had many of the same 
experiences, remembrances, and joys in your life.  

My Italian heritage is so much more than just where my ancestors came from. To me, my heritage means 
family - most importantly, my grandmother. She was one of the greatest people I have ever known. My 
Italian family represents more to me because of her. Growing up in a large Italian family has given me a 
strong foundation to help build my little branch of the Battaglia family tree. 

Having two sets of grandparents, four sets of aunts and uncles, nine cousins and extended family on the 
“South Side” of Chicago, I’ve always had a family member to turn to. But, my grandma was the first one 
I went to see!  She was the matriarch of our family. She instilled the value of togetherness, plus her 
unconditional love. Her Sunday dinners, and you had better not miss one, consisted of pasta, veal, 
meatballs, salad, bread and wine. Somehow, everyone had their particular seat at the table. The seating 
arrangement was not assigned, yet everyone knew where their “place” was.  They did not change for 
different holidays or gathering… it never changed.  If friends joined us, they would have to fit in wherever 
there was room for a chair.  She was the one who always made sure everyone spent time together and, 
of course, had a full stomach. 

My Italian heritage is invaluable to my family and me.  The closeness she instilled in us, even these many 
years later, continues.  Times, they do change, but my memories of the past are as strong and clear as if 
they happened yesterday.  

I’ll never forget the day when my grandmother passed away. I felt a piece of my heart break because I 
knew she was gone from my life forever.  But, the moment the family began to huddle together in her 
house after the services, we began remembering her in our own ways. While repeating our favorite 
stories, crying with family members, and joking around with cousins, I felt my grandmother’s presence 
and realized she would never really be gone. To this day, I still ask her for advice, help and counsel with 
hopes that she will give me a sign of acknowledgement. 

My grandmother passed down her Italian heritage not only genetically to my family, but also the most 
important quality of being Italian- the love and sense of family. The Italian culture is central to my life, 
as it continually keeps me close to my grandmother and family. Daily, I wish my grandmother was still 

http://www.osiaazdavinci.org/
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physically here with Joyce and me.  I would want her to meet our children, their spouses, and her three 
great-great grandchildren. 

For now, what she left behind will be enough, her Italian legacy.  I believe that is why we, the members 
of the Leonardo da Vinci Lodge, are working so hard to make the Lodge the very best it can possibly be. 
To preserve our Italian heritage, keep it thriving, and pass it forward for others to embrace. 

Fraternally, 

Nick  

Nick Battaglia, President 

 

 

DA VINCI LODGE NEWS 

UPCOMING EVENTS: 

➢ Dawn Maisano, Chair of the Cookbook Committee, announced that The DaVinci Family Cookbook is 

ready and is being submitted for printing. The cookbooks should arrive in four to five weeks, just in 

time for the holidays.  We think you will be very pleased with the collection of recipes provided by 

DaVinci members.  
 

➢ DaVinci Potluck, Saturday October 21, 2017 at the home of Al and Ginger Carfora, 1912 E Linda Ln, 

Gilbert, AZ 85234.  Guests have RSVP and according to the sign-up sheet, there will a wonderful 

and tasty assortment of salads, pasta, entrees, desserts, and wine.  As the weather is finally cooling 

off, some of us are looking forward to dining al fresco while others may prefer being indoors.  

Either way, it’s certain to be a most enjoyable evening in the company of family and friends.  Thank 

you, Al and Ginger, for hosting our second pot-luck of the year. 
 

➢ The Italian Festival Committee is meeting on October 28 at 3:00 at Macaroni Grill at 2949 W Agua 

Fria Freeway (623) 580-8681.  Feel free to join the meeting if you wish to be involved in this future 

event.  

 

➢ The DaVinci Ladies Group is meeting on Friday, November 3, 10:00 am at the Battaglia residence.  

Please see article below and RSVP to Joyce if you wish to attend. 
 

➢ The next council meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 7 at 7:00 at the Battaglia’s Residence. 
 

➢ We are readying for our Veteran’s Day Picnic scheduled for November 11th from 10:00 am to 4:00 

pm at Rio Vista Park.  The menu is set and will include barbecue beef, Italian sausage and peppers 

sandwiches, hotdogs, coleslaw, soda, water, coffee. Side dishes, fruit, and desserts to share are 
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welcomed.  Also, be sure to check with Joyce if you wish to help with set-up, clean-up, etc.  There 

will be bocce for those who want to play, card and board games, and as always lots and lots of 

conversation.  The cost is $10 for adults; children up to 12 eat free.   

 

There will be special recognition of our veterans during the picnic, as well as a complimentary meal.  

If you have not already done so, President Nick asks you to email at njbatts@cox.net, no later than 

November 1st, your full name, rank, branch of service, and years you served. If you served in the 

Red Cross, please send respective information. 

PAST EVENTS: 

➢ Members General Meeting was held on Sunday, October 15 at IronWorks Restaurant in Glendale.  

The afternoon meeting was well attended. President Nick held an initiation ceremony for fourteen 

initiates became official members of the Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992.  Please be sure to 

congratulate and warmly welcome the following official new members of DaVinci Lodge.  

 

Ruth Blum, Ginger Carfora, John and Debbie Gundacker, Frank and Dawn Maisano,  Charlie and 

Cathy  Mannino,  Amelia McNeely, Sal and Paula Pitruzzello, Julianne Stauffer, Lorenzo Tinnirello, 

and  Rosemarie Vizcarrondo. 

 

    
 

  
  

mailto:njbatts@cox.net
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We also collected members’ donations for the Hurricanes Disaster Relief Fund and a check for $175 

will be sent to Sons of Italy Foundation by our Treasurer, Joe Quagliata. 

 

Members also signed a petition to Save Columbus Day.  The completed petition will be mailed to 

Orders Sons of Italy in America, Commission for Social Justice in Washington, DC. 

➢ After the meeting, there was a presentation made by Stephens Clinical Research organization, 

headquartered in Richardson, Texas with an office in Peoria.  This company tests the effectiveness 

and safety of innovative products for major cosmetic and pharmaceutical companies around the 

world.  Clinical studies are starting in November to test latest skin care products. Participants who 

are interested and selected to participate in a study will be compensated for their time. If you did 

not attend the meeting but are interested in learning more, contact recruitingAZ@stphens-

associates.com or call 1-822-530-7596. 

MEMBERS CORNER 

HEALTH AND WELFARE 

Joe Quagliata sends his warmest regards to DaVinci Lodge members. He misses seeing everyone but 

hopes he will feel well enough to come to the Veterans’ Day Picnic, if only for a few hours.  

MEMBERS NEWS 
Our new members Charlie and Cathy Mannino traveled to Europe in September and shared some of the 

highlights of their trip with us.  

 

My wife, Cathy, and I recently celebrated our 10th Anniversary by taking a Royal Princess cruise 

from Athens, Greece to Barcelona, Spain with two stops in Sicily and Naples, Italy. As usual there 

wasn’t enough time to visit and enjoy the visit. 

 

In Messina, we took a hop on hop off bus to see some of the many points of interest and had a nice 

lunch at a local restaurant. We took a second line to the beach area which included Point Sicily. 

One of the things I found of interest were the mussel farms off the coast, you can’t get shell food 

fresher than that. 

 

When we arrived in Naples, it was cloudy and raining but decided to take a bus tour anyway. We 

did get to see some of the ancient architecture and sampled some local made gelato. Attached is a 

panorama of the Napoli coast with Mount Vesuvius on the right. By the time we left port, we 

enjoyed a beautiful rainbow.  

  

mailto:recruitingAZ@stphens-associates.com
mailto:recruitingAZ@stphens-associates.com
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On Wednesday, September 26, several DaVinci members joined Charlotte Rowan in celebrating her 

birthday at the Arizona American Italian Club.  The evening was enjoyable - we had dinner, listened to 

great music, and danced a little.  There is no doubt, however, that Gloria Puccios had the most fun!   

 

She was thrilled to be out and about after recuperating from her broken leg in rehab and then confined 

to home.  At one point, Gloria’s favorite tune “New York, New York” was playing.  With a little 

encouragement, Gloria got out on the dance floor, walker and all, and started to “dance”.  Almost 

everyone there joined her on the dance floor and cheered her on.  Her question at the end of the 

evening, when are we doing this again?  Way to Go, Gloria!!  

   

 

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS 

Please extend your good wishes to the following members who have or will be celebrating a birthday 

in October and early November!  

 

 

 

 

Santo Chiaramonte  2-Oct 

Erika Hanson   8-Oct 

Eric Schlichtmann  10-Oct 

Maria LiMandri    16-Oct 

Cathy Quagliata   16-Oct 

Eileen Attanucci    24-Oct 

Joyce Battaglia   26-Oct 

AnnaMarie Quagliata   28-Oct 

Jessica Finocchio Wells  1-Nov 

Charles Artino,    7-Nov 

Ruth Blum    16-Nov 
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If you have not already submitted your suggestion for a fun and catchy name for DaVinci Ladies group, 

please email your suggestions to Joyce B. 

On October 3rd the DaVinci Ladies met 

for our inaugural gathering. We had a 

wonderful time becoming better 

acquainted and meeting new members. 

The conversations were many, and often 

simultaneous. Being women, we had no 

difficulty keeping up with various topics. 

After lunch, we spent time defining what 

our group would like to represent. We 

brainstormed what each person was 

hoping for in our group. Unanimously we 

agreed on a little fun, a little adventure, a little learning, and, not surprising, service to our community. 

It was also decided we would hold some evening gatherings so our Da Vinci ladies who cannot attend 

day events can join us. 

Our next gathering will be Friday, November 3, 10:00 am at the Battaglia residence. It will be a learning 

AND fun event…making Christmas cards under the guidance of our guest, Leonie Chan-Duncan. She 

provides everything needed to create the most beautiful, embellished cards. The fee is $15 for the 

materials and you will make six cards of three designs. Please RSVP by October 29th to Joyce Battaglia 

623-412-0107. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL DIRECTORY 

NAME AND TITLE EMAIL ADDRESS PHONE NO. 

Nick Battaglia, President njbatts@cox.net 623 412-0107 

Al Carfora, Vice President alcarfora@cox.net 480 361 1337 

Marie Chiaramonte, Orator mariechiaramonte4@gmail.com 480 612 5823 

Joyce Battaglia, Recording Secretary joyce4thecure@cox.net 623 412 0107 

Deborah Forcine, Financial Secretary dforcine@icloud.com 602 540 3858 

Joe Quagliata, Treasurer cquagliata@cox.net 602-923-7515 

Antoinette Trifiro, Past President antonia729@gmail.com 602-569-4922 

 

NEWS FROM NATIONAL 

The Order Sons of Italy in America® has joined the National Italian American Foundation and 

other Italian-American organizations in a collaborative effort to save Columbus Day. 
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#SaveColumbusDay Initiative Call to Action:  In the wake of the decision by the City Council of Seattle, 

Washington to replace Columbus Day with Indigenous People’s Day, this SaveColumbusDay.com 

initiative was created to provide a united response for a growing coalition of Italian-American 

organizations and others concerned by the denigration of Columbus’ legacy. Be a part of our initiative by 

spreading the word and staying with us for future updates and initiatives so we might all honor Columbus 

Day and make sure that it is protected from all future threats. 

“Columbus Day is the official holiday of the Sons of Italy®. As such, it is imperative that our members and 

supporters lead the charge to preserve Columbus Day for future generations. I urge each OSIA member 

and supporter to not only sign the Save Columbus Day Petition but to promote the petition. Supporters 

with social media capabilities can easily disseminate the petition through Facebook, Twitter or email. 

The Columbus holiday is ours and the duty is on us to preserve, protect and promote it. If we don’t, then 

who will?” asks CSJ President Joseph Boncore. 

Columbus Day represents not only the accomplishments and contributions of Italian Americans, but also 

the indelible spirit of risk, sacrifice and self-reliance of a great Italian icon that defines the United States 

of America 

 As one of the nation’s estimated 26 million Italian Americans, let’s join together in the spreading the 
word.  

 

This month, we are featuring another great Italian - Antonio Santi Giuseppe Meucci, an Italian inventor 

and an associate of Giuseppe Garibaldi.  Meucci is best known for developing a voice-communication 

apparatus that several sources credit as the first telephone. 

Antonio Meucci was born in Florence in April 13,1808, the eldest of nine children, and one of the five 

surviving ones, born to a civil servant named Amatis Meucci and his wife Domenica Pepi. At the age of 

15, he was admitted to the Florence Academy of Fine Arts to study mechanical and chemical engineering. 

He was the youngest student at the time, and pursued two years of full time studies before he had to 

temporarily withdraw due to lack of funds. 

However, he soon took up part time studies again, while also working as a government official and later 

as a stage technician at the Teatro della Pergola opera house in Florence. It was here that Meucci 

invented his first voice communication device in 1834. This was a type of acoustic telephone used to 

establish communication between the stage and the control room of the theatre. 

Between 1833 and 1834, Meucci was imprisoned for three months and alleged to be part of a conspiracy 

involving the Italian unification movement. Whether this is true or not is a subject of speculation, but 

Muecci was a close friend and associate of Giuseppe Garibaldi, the famous Italian general and politician 

who was a central figure in Italian politics and largely contributed to the formation of a unified Italy. In 

1835, Meucci and his wife moved to Cuba where he worked at the Great Tacón Theater in Havana. Here 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LY1BhXqF-bpAR-zwT8jJ8TnD65lfFqtRN9o1Xk1rDUnbvKs4W9_B0PeYfbqCSDrNIykneMNwO0L4YBvdy5tNN4MkuE4xgMPHrU6ZNmAUCq8nxTKmNubsMah3X0FK0wnHcrV5hkdcvTxVKeLqjVhaMw5X2nxLg8VfPEx_ntFQsMx9WoVl1Sy1Cg==&c=LScOM8OE5-_KKKFdEAxOzwWQniv6YtSWtjELgS3_yJtlhBRSKBowuA==&ch=n3y9bvvZ-RFfwY4gE1vkjTBkBC_RBFz7pmPcI5H-ejgDbwh1xUa2Ag==
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he invented a water purification system, a therapy system that used electric shocks to treat patients 

suffering from rheumatism and a “talking telegraph” device to hear inarticulate voices more clearly. 

In 1850, Meucci and his wife moved to the United States, where they stayed for the rest of their lives. 

They brought 26,000 Pesos with them, which is roughly equal to $500,000 at present. They used these 

savings to settle in Staten Island, New York and to help their fellow Italians who had escaped persecution 

in their homeland. Meucci set up a candle factory in New York where he employed several of his 

countrymen to work for him. He continued to study the principles of electromagnetism and in 1856, he 

built and installed his first voice transmission device that communicated through wires. The device 

connected his laboratory with the bedroom of his house. His purpose in developing it was to 

communicate with his wife who was ill with arthritis and could not move. In subsequent years, Meucci 

fine-tuned and improved his device and developed more than 30 different versions of it. 

None of Antonio Meucci’s voice transmission devices could ever be patented and put into production. 

The foremost reason was a lack of capital. His candle making business went bankrupt, so he applied to 

friends and investors for finances. He was unable to obtain the necessary financing and even though he 

did eventually file a patent application, it was refused. He contested his patent rejection, which was 

granted to Alexander Graham Bell a few years later, but the case was dropped upon his death in 1889. 

He died on October 18, 1889, Staten Island, New York City, NY  - His home is now the Garibaldi/Meucci 

Museum a testament to our Italian Heritage and is part of the Order of Sons and Daughters of Italy in 

America. 

The Garibaldi-Meucci Museum, a national landmark, is owned and operated by the Sons of Italy 
Foundation®. The museum is the former home of Italian inventor Antonio Meucci. He and his friend, 
famous Italian revolutionary leader Giuseppe Garibaldi, spent time in this home in Staten Island, N.Y. It 
is the actual place where telephone history was made, where a great friendship thrived and where the 
vision of Italian unification was formed. The museum’s operation and variety of programs rely on 
charitable donations in addition to its modest admission fees. 

 

 

  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Staten+Island&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3MIwvN8tQ4gAxK82M8rTks5Ot9AtS8wtyUvVTUpNTE4tTU-ILUouK8_OsUjJTUwDvDB9vOAAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiT0f6sgurVAhVjyVQKHYYkBy4QmxMI1wEoATAh
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KINDLY SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS; MOST OF WHOM ARE DaVINCI MEMBERS! 

Stage Left Productions, Presents 
 

 

October 20th-22nd, 2017 - Veronica Blather is a sweet little old lady who spends most of her 

time knitting and solving murders, most of which occur whenever she shows up!  

Cathy Corbin-Mannino is a cast member in this production.   

Performing at the Ventana Lakes Yacht Club 

20015 N. 108th Avenue 

Sun City AZ 85373 

 

 
December 15th-17th, 2017  - David Tuttle is moonlighting as a department store Santa so 

that he can buy his wife a fur for Christmas. He tells her he's working late at the office, but 

she finds out he isn't at the office! 

Purchase tickets at https://www.stageleftaz.com/tickets 
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This time of the year, I’m reminded of the colorful foliage in 

upstate New York. It truly is Nature’s display in all its glory! 

 

 

  

October gave a party; 

The leaves by hundreds came,— 

The Ashes, Oaks, and Maples, 

And leaves of every name. 

The sunshine spread a carpet, 

And every thing was grand; 

Miss Weather led the dancing; 

Professor Wind, the band.... 

The sight was like a rainbow 

New-fallen from the sky.... 

~George Cooper (1840–1927), "October's 

Party," c.1887 

A FEW ITALIAN WORDS TO PRACTICE. 

Autunno = autumn 
Foglie = leaves 
Colori  = colors  
Funghi = mushrooms 
Castagne = chestnuts 
 
A poem by Giuseppe Ungaretti, one of the 
most famous Italian writers/poets.  

Si sta come, 
d'autunno, 
sugli alberi, 
le foglie. 

 
The poem is a sad reminder that life is as 
tenuous as Autumn leaves on trees. So, let’s 
cherish each day and find joy in every season! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Giuseppe_Ungaretti
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  If you are looking for an innovative Residential 
Property Management company serving the Phoenix area for over 25+ years, look no further! We 
are a locally owned company that takes pride in assisting residential property investors in securing 
the most income from the investment. We provide full residential management service, including 
market update of home’s value, extensive marketing in over 50 websites and MLS, we offer expert 
legal representation at no cost or discounted rates. We work hard to develop and maintain a high 
level of trust, confidence, and follow through with our clients. Our goal is building a business 
relationship focused on communication and service which explains why many investors/owners 
have been working with our company for over 10 years and happily refer their friends to us. 

GIVE US A CALL – WE WANT TO BE YOUR RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY MANAGERS! 

  

Local Raw Honey Quart $20.00 
Pint $10.00 

Bee pollen 4 oz jar  $  9.00 
8 oz jar  $16.00 

Bee Wax $3.00 

Honey Powder 8 oz jar  $  8.00 
16 oz jar  $15.00 

Local-Free Range Eggs One Dozen $5.00 

Juice Plus Products available  
www.jimbolduc.juiceplus.com 

Tower Garden available www.jimbolduc.towergarden.com 

AZ CORNERSTONE REALTY LLC 

20325 N 51st Avenue #134 

Glendale, AZ 85308 

Cell: 602 714-0010 

Fax: 623-328-9090 

Email: propertymike17@gmail.com  

website: azcshomes.com 

 

GOT 

ALLERGIES??? 
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ADVERTISING 

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO SOLICIT ADVERTIZING FOR NOTIZIE DAVINCI. ASK ASSOCIATES OR BUSINESSES 
YOU PATRONIZE TO HELP OUR LODGE BY PLACING AN AD IN OUR MONTHLY NEWSLETTER.  OUR 
ADVERTISING RATES ARE VERY REASONABLE AND FLEXIBLE, BASED ON AD SIZE***.   
REGULAR RATES FOR 12 ISSUES ARE: 

 
BUSINESS CARD - $40.00 

1/4 PAGE - $60.00 
1/2 PAGE - $80.00 

FULL PAGE - $100.00 
 

***NOTE, MEMBERS ADS RATES ARE REDUCED BY $10. 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

 

PUBLICATION 
 

The Notizie DaVinci is published monthly and distributed electronically to all DaVinci Lodge members.  

If you wish to submit an article, news or an event for publication, please contact Antoinette Trifiro, 

antonia729@gmail.com or Joyce Battaglia, joyce4thecure@cox.net.  

Members’ comments, suggestions as well as written articles are encouraged and much appreciated.   

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLE AND/OR AD AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MONTH FOR PUBLICATON IN 

THAT MONTH’S ISSUE. 

Be sure and check out the DaVinci website at www.osiaazdavinci.org and view our Facebook page at 

Sons of Italy – Leonardo DaVinci Lodge OSIA@2992. 

 

 


