Leonardo DaVinci Lodge 2992
Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America

NOTIZIE DaVinci - VIEWS AND NEWS
HONORING OUR CULTURE - SHARING OUR MESSAGE
Volume 1, Issue 11 – November 2017
Website: www.osiaazdavinci.org

Editor: Antoinette Trifiro
Co-Editors on this issue: Joyce Battaglia and Nancy Irato

HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
Hello Brothers and Sisters,
It’s been a busy year, and it’s hard to believe the Thanksgiving holiday is around the corner! With
working, chores and everyday concerns that pop-up, most of us do not take the time to give thanks for
the wonderful life we have. Along with our thankfulness, it would be wonderful if we remember to be
respectful to others, saying “Please” and “Thank you”, exhibit kindness, and limiting being critical. Others
will be Thankful to know us.
Here is a list of some of the things that I am thankful for. Yes, it may be a little eccentric, but without
the unusual items, life would become very boring. So here they are, my list of things that I am thankful
for on this THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY!
➢ Life – Enjoy, it is too short!
➢ Having a warm, or cool, dry place to live with loving people – Many do not have a place to call
home.
➢ My education.
➢ Fall (the season).
➢ My childhood, to this day, best friend – Tommy (Aka: Zydo), or Dr. Thomas Zydowski
➢ Health – You never know how good it feels, until it does not!
➢ Christmas lights.
➢ Rain – Especially since moving to the desert.
➢ Indoor plumbing.
➢ The smell of Holiday meals.
➢ Chocolate – What would the world be without Chocolate.
➢ Loving grandparents.
➢ My Great Wife – Joywah!!!!
➢ My Children – Brad and Nicole.
➢ My Grandchildren – Dom, Gabe and Nixie.
➢ A job – Even at my age.
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➢

Colors – Seriously, what would it be like without color?
My Country - Sure, sometimes it disappoints me, but I'm still thankful to be an American!
How autumn leaves change color.
The ability we humans have to heal.
Laughter - That makes your stomach hurt.
Thomas Edison - The man has made my life so much easier with electricity.
Coffee – Love it!
The friends who help me stay strong.
Pizza – The best food!
Sleep – Look forward to this every night.

Last, but not least, I’m thankful to be a part of the Leonardo DaVinci Lodge family. I’m thankful for the
wonderful members, their kindness, time and effort in promoting our Lodge and its activities, their
participation in community giving, and their generosity in sharing our Italian heritage and culture.
Have a great Thanksgiving Day!
Fraternally,
Nick
Nick Battaglia, President

DA VINCI LODGE NEWS
UPCOMING EVENTS:
➢ Council Meeting – Thursday, December 7 at 7:00 pm at the Battaglia’s residence.
➢ Christmas Party - December 10, Christmas Party at the Battaglia’s home. A flyer will go out shortly
with the details. Again, this year we want to collect new, unwrapped toys to donate to the ToysFor-Tots campaign. Our goal this year is to collect 100 toys for children who otherwise may not
have a new Christmas toy.
➢ Ladies Day – The December event will be in the evening. We are hoping that a group of twelve
members (you may want to invite your spouse or a friend) to attend a Left Stage Production of
“Sorry, Wrong Chimney" playing from December 15 -17th at the Ventana Lakes Yacht Club, 20015
N 108th Avenue, Sun City, AZ 85373. Friday and Saturday shows are at 7:00 pm and Saturday and
Sunday at 2:00pm. Provided we have a group of 12, Charlie Mannino will be able to get tickets for
$10 (regularly $15). Please email Antoinette (antonia729@gmail.com), let her know if you are
interested and your preferred day so we may arrange with Charlie for group rate tickets.
➢ New Year’s Eve – If you plan to ring in the New Year with DaVinci Lodge members at the Arizona
American Italian Club, be sure to make your reservation by calling 602.944.3090 or visiting the AAIC
website at www.azaiclub.org. The cost is $65 per person and includes two bands, First Cocktail,
Dinner, and Breakfast at Midnight. Only 200 tickets are available. Please indicate you want to be
seated with the Leonardo DaVinci group.
➢ La Befana - In January we are planning an Italian gift exchange. Details to follow.
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➢ Super Bowl Sunday – On February 4, DaVinci will host a super bowl party and raffle drawing. One
lucky winner will walk away with an incredibly amazing prize. Look for future details in the coming
months.
➢ Carnevale with AAIC February 24 – DaVinci is exploring holding a joint Carnevale celebration with
AAIC. Committee co-chairs, Al Carfora and Marie Chiaramonte, will provide further details as plans
are confirmed.

PAST EVENTS:
•

•

We’re so excited to let you know that DaVinci Family Cookbooks have arrived and look beautiful!
Check out the collected recipes from our members – some of which have been family recipes for
years while others may have been adapted from other cooks. The cookbook makes a great gift as a
stocking stuffer, to give to your grandchildren or to someone who enjoys cooking. Let’s face it,
sometimes we need ideas to inspire us to be more creative in the kitchen. If you have not already
purchased your cookbooks, please email Dawn Maisano (maid1920@gmail.com) and let her know how
many you would like to buy. The cookbook sells for $10. Thank you DaVinci members for all your
wonderful contributions!
This past Saturday, November 11th, we held the first annual DaVinci Lodge Veteran’s Day Picnic at
Rio Vista Park in Peoria. It was a gorgeous day and the park was especially busy as there was a
dedication of the Veterans Memorial Wall that morning. The memorial is an 88-foot long, black
granite wall distinguishing the current five branches of the armed forces: Army, Navy, Marines, Air
Force and Coast Guard. The United States Great Seal is boldly represented on the first eight-foot
panel and the inscription reads, “This memorial is dedicated by the city of Peoria to all of those who have
served and are serving our country in the defense of freedom.” An inscription along the length of the wall
bears the saying, “Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill that we shall pay any price, bear any
burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and success of freedom.”
John F. Kennedy, 1961 Inaugural Address.

The Veterans’ Day Picnic had a great turnout! Over 70 DaVinci members and guests attended, including

14 veterans and one special lady, Judith Militello, who worked overseas with the Red Cross, were
acknowledged, honored and thanked. They each received a certificate to commemorate their
service, enjoyed a complimentary meal, and were presented with a small token. The menu included
barbecue beef, Italian sausage and peppers sandwiches, hotdogs, coleslaw, a variety of salads, chips,
soda, water, coffee and desserts. After lunch, some played bocce. It was a very special day and made
it even more so as John and Karen Iannucci made a special trip from Tucson to be with us that day.
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Thanks to Ginger and Al Carfora for donating the Ramada rental and the delicious sausage. Thanks
also go out to members and guests who brought salads, fruit, and desserts.

•

The DaVinci Ladies Group meet on November 3rd at the Battaglia residence. We had so much fun
creating six festive and one-of-a-kind Christmas cards, which was followed by a delicious lunch and
lots of conversation! Thank you, Joyce, for always being such a gracious hostess.

•

The second DaVinci Potluck of the year was held on Saturday October 21 at the home of Al and Ginger
Carfora. It was an enjoyable evening in the company of family and friends. We dined al fresco and
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shared a variety of tasty dishes from appetizers, salads, pasta, entrees, and desserts. Thank you to
Al and Ginger for hosting us!
•

The Italian Festival Committee met on October 28 at Macaroni Grill to review preliminary costs for
venue, consider budgetary requirements, and research as assigned budgetary line item costs.

MEMBERS CORNER
HEALTH AND WELFARE
Speedy recovery goes out to AnnaMarie Quagliata as she recovers from a fractured ankle. We were
happy to see that Marie Chiaramonte joined us at the Veterans’ Day Picnic and are glad to know she is
recovering from her back issues. Expressing our sincere sympathy to Charlotte Rowan on the death of
her brother. Charlotte may you find comfort in your memories of your loved one.

MEMBERS NEWS
Cathy Corbin-Mannino will be performing in "A Christmas Carol" at Theater Works in Peoria, 10580 N
83rd Drive, Peoria, AZ 85345 which runs from December 8 -24th. If you are interested in attending this
performance, please contact Charlie (c9mann9ino@gmail.com) as he has purchased a block of group
rate tickets he is offering to sell to both a group (party of twelve) or fewer. The selection of dates he
has tickets are Saturday, December 9th at 7:30 pm, Sunday, December 10th at 2:00 pm and
Wednesday, December 13th at 2:00 pm. Tickets for those over 60 will be $25, normally $33. Let him
know at your earliest convenience if you may be interested in attending.
MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS
PLEASE EXTEND YOUR GOOD WISHES TO THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WHO HAVE CELEBRATED OR
WILL BE CELEBRATING A BIRTHDAY IN NOVEMBER AND DECEMBER!
Jessica F. Wells
Charles Artino
Ruth Blum
Debbie Gundacker
Donna Finocchio
Paola Luchi
Alice Tinnirello
Deborah Forcine
Anthony Morelli
Frank Maisano
Jim Bolduc
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL DIRECTORY
NAME & TITLE

EMAIL ADDRESS

PHONE NO.

Nick Battaglia, President

njbatts@cox.net

623 412-0107

Al Carfora, Vice President

alcarfora@cox.net

480 361-1337

Marie Chiaramonte, Orator

mariechiaramonte4@gmail.com

480 612-5823

Joyce Battaglia, Recording Secretary

joyce4thecure@cox.net

623 412-0107

Deborah Forcine, Financial Secretary

dforcine@icloud.com

602 540-3858

Joe Quagliata, Treasurer

cquagliata@cox.net

602-923-7515

Antoinette Trifiro, Past President

antonia729@gmail.com

602-569-4922

Page 6

Honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture

Thanksgiving Day traditionally kicks off the 'holiday season' in the United States and precedes “black Friday,”
the biggest shopping day of the year. This Thanksgiving let’s try to forget the hype and consumerism and reflect
on this truly unique American holiday – a day that commemorates a harvest festival celebrated by the Pilgrims
in 1621. Like the Pilgrims, let’s give thanks to God and express our gratitude on Thanksgiving for the many
blessings received during the year.
To people in other countries who do not celebrate Thanksgiving, they may wonder why all the fuss about a
turkey? But as Americans/Italians, we understand that it is much more than the roast turkey, dressing, side
dishes, pumpkin/pecan pies or other goodies. It’s a holiday about family and friends, about gratitude and
sharing and being with loved ones. Some may travel near or far to be with family, while some may look forward
to watching the yearly Macy’s Thanksgiving Day parade or excited about the football game—both of which
have become American traditions associated with Thanksgiving.
Whatever your menu, or whoever you share your Thanksgiving dinner, or spend the day to celebrate this
holiday, wishing you and your loved ones, a very festive and happy Thanksgiving. Antoinette Trifiro

Editor Note: One of my favorite movies during the holiday season is viewing It's a Wonderful Life. No
matter how many times I watch this movie it always delights, inspires, and fills me with gratitude and
hope. If you haven’t seen this classic movie, you may want to, it’s a heartwarming story of family,
love, friendship, and sacrifice! This movie was directed by a distinguished Italian-American, Frank
Capra.
Frank Capra's Wonderful Film Gave America Hope When We Needed It Most
ITALIAN MEMORIES--FRANK CAPRA—Written by Cookie Curci
During the dark decade of the 1930s, Frank Capra's films brought light where there was darkness
and hope where there was despair to a nation in desperate need of an uplifting message. If only
for a few minutes, in a darkened theatre, Capra's films inspired irrepressible optimism
in American audiences and when they left the theater, they left feeling better about themselves
and the future of their world.
It's a Wonderful Life is arguably one of Capra's most popular films. The Italian American director
emigrated here from Sicily during the great migration. As an immigrant himself, who celebrated
his 6th birthday while in steerage aboard a ship bound for America, Capra felt a strong kinship
for the suppressed and many of his characters symbolized the prejudice that awaited him in his
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new country, a prejudice that gripped a post war America and threatened the hope that inspired
a generation of immigrants.
Few of us can recall every scene from a favorite film. What we do recall are small memorable
pieces of time from these films. Frank Capra's Christmas classic, It's a Wonderful Life (1946) is
one of these uniquely enduring films. At the close of the film someone bumps the Christmas tree
and a bell shakes and rings and little ZuZu says, "Look Daddy! Teacher says, Every time a bell rings,
an angel gets his wings." My generation grew up with ZuZu in our homes each Christmas. To us
she represented everything that was still innocent and pure in our lives- the hope of what our
world could be.
It's a Wonderful Life is arguably America's most beloved holiday movie. In the film, actor James
Stewart portrays small town banker George Bailey who grows up in the town of Bedford Falls. He
dreams of a life filled with adventure and travel, but life had other plans for George Bailey. Loyalty
and responsibility conspire to keep him at home. Then, one Christmas Eve, amid an impending
scandal, frustration with his life and the American dream gone badly, George reaches a bleak
moment where he contemplates taking his life. Enter Clarence, (Henry Travers) a heavenly angel
who arrives on the scene to show George a vision of life had he never been born. George comes
to understand his difficulties and disappointments are a small price to pay for his cherished
values, love of family, enduring friendships and individual achievement.
To me one of the most important aspects of this film's "good vs. evil" concept is George Bailey's
unwavering faith in the town's immigrant population, especially Mr. Martini the owner of
Martini's café. Bailey's social conscience inspires him to give the hardworking Martini family a
loan based solely on their good work ethics and their promise to pay. Opposing this form of
charitable goodwill is the town's most powerful banker, the mean-spirited Mr. Potter (Lionel
Barrymore), who dislikes and distrusts the ethnic minority and refuses to give the struggling
immigrants any financial aid. His prejudice is clearly revealed when he refers to the Italian
community as "George bailey's garlic eaters" Potter's attitude keenly represented the prejudicial
attitudes that prevailed in America at the close of WW II.
Because filmmaker Frank Capra was himself a young Italian immigrant, he was sensitive to this
issue and to all the Mr. Potter's of the world. As the son of a fruit picker Capra's own
success story is a tribute to the enterprising immigrant and a true Horatio Alger story. His service
documentaries during W.W.II earned Colonel Capra the Distinguished Service Medal (the highest
American military decoration for noncombat service.)
It's a Wonderful Life was released to a post war America who were in need of an uplifting film.
Wartime battles, tragedies and a growing prejudice had touched everyone's lives with a grim
reality. America – and the whole world- had changed. Capra's film renewed old hopes and faith
in ourselves and in each other. During the dark decade of the 1930s, Frank Capra became
America's most popular filmmaker.
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In his films Capra mingled depression-era despair with the laughter of irrepressible optimism and
created a winning formula. He packaged hope to the hopeless and a goodwill that lifted national
morale as much as FDR's "fireside chats".
Perhaps to the newer, more cynical generation, Frank Capra's work is saccharinely simplistic and
too idealistic. Generations of moviegoers would disagree. To us the film is a statement of
America's essential beliefs; its opportunities and the basic hopes that spring eternal in each and
every one of us. Granted, we often fall short of these lofty goals, but never do we stop trying to
achieve that universal pursuit – to live la dolce vita - the sweet life - the wonderful life.

KINDLY SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS -- MOST OF WHOM ARE DaVINCI MEMBERS!

AZ CORNERSTONE REALTY LLC
20325 N 51st Avenue #134
Glendale, AZ 85308
Cell: 602 714-0010
Fax: 623-328-9090
Email: propertymike17@gmail.com
website: azcshomes.com
If you are looking for an innovative Residential Property Management company serving the Phoenix
area for over 25+ years, look no further! We are a locally owned company that takes pride in assisting
residential property investors in securing the most income from the investment. We provide full
residential management service, including market update of home’s value, extensive marketing in
over 50 websites and MLS, we offer expert legal representation at no cost or discounted rates. We
work hard to develop and maintain a high level of trust, confidence, and follow through with our
clients. Our goal is building a business relationship focused on communication and service which
explains why many investors/owners have been working with our company for over 10 years and
happily refer their friends to us. GIVE US A CALL – WE WANT TO BE YOUR RESIDENTIAL

PROPERTY MANAGERS!
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GOT ALLERGIES???
Please note new Cell No.
602 602-772-0456
Local Raw Honey

Quart: $20.00

Pint: $10.00

Bee pollen

4 oz jar: $9.00

8 oz jar: $16.00

Bee Wax

$3.00

Honey Powder

8 oz jar: $8.00

Local-Free Range Eggs

One Dozen $5.00

16 oz jar: $15.00

Juice Plus Products available: www.jimbolduc.juiceplus.com
Tower Garden available www.jimbolduc.towergarden.com

ADVERTISING
PLEASE CONTINUE TO SOLICIT ADVERTIZING FOR NOTIZIE DAVINCI. ASK ASSOCIATES OR
BUSINESSES YOU PATRONIZE TO HELP OUR LODGE BY PLACING AN AD IN OUR MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER. OUR ADVERTISING RATES ARE VERY REASONABLE AND FLEXIBLE, BASED ON AD
SIZE***.
REGULAR RATES FOR 12 ISSUES ARE:
BUSINESS CARD - $40.00
1/4 PAGE - $60.00
1/2 PAGE - $80.00
FULL PAGE - $100.00
***NOTE, MEMBERS ADS RATES ARE REDUCED BY $10.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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WORDS OF THE DAY
NOVEMBRE -- NOVEMBER
ci rivediamo verso la fine di novembre
-- "I'll see you around the end of November"
il due novembre commemoriamo i morti
- "we remember the dead on November the second"

Trenta dì conta novembre

Thirty Days Has November

Trenta dì conta novembre
con april, giugno e settembre.
tutti gli altri ne han trentuno

Thirty days has November, as
with April, June and
September, with 28 there is
one, All the others have 31
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Christmas Countdown – December 13 Feast of Santa Lucia, Patron Saint of Siracusa Sicilia Italy.
The feast is celebrated in Italy as well as some of the Scandinavian countries, especially Sweden.

Traditionally, to celebrate Santa Lucia, girls walk in a procession dressed in white while singing a
Santa Lucia Song. The oldest girl wears a wreath with candles on her head while other children
carry candles. It’s a celebration of light at the time of year when the world is at its darkest.

PUBLICATION
The Notizie DaVinci is published monthly and distributed electronically to all DaVinci Lodge
members and friends.
If you wish to submit an article, news or an event for publication, please contact Antoinette
Trifiro, antonia729@gmail.com or Joyce Battaglia, joyce4thecure@cox.net. Members’
comments, suggestions as well as written articles are encouraged and much appreciated.
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLE AND/OR AD AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MONTH FOR
PUBLICATON IN THAT MONTH’S ISSUE.
Be sure and check out the DaVinci website at www.osiaazdavinci.org and view our Facebook
page at Sons of Italy – Leonardo DaVinci Lodge OSIA@2992.
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