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NOTIZIE DAVINCI - VIEWS AND NEWS
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Website: www.osiaazdavinci.org

Editor: Antoinette Trifiro
Co-Editors on this issue: Joyce Battaglia and Nancy Irato

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR!
AUGURI DI BUON NATALE E FELICE ANNO NUOVO!
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
With the holidays upon us, I want to extend a very Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year to all Members of our Lodge and their families.
My holiday wish is for each of us to experience a safe, restful and
enjoyable holiday season. Be sure to spend quality time with neighbors,
friends and especially the loved ones in your life.
Let us look forward to a new and prosperous year in 2018.
Fraternally,
Nick
Nick Battaglia, President

The Staff of Notizie DaVinci
wish you a Merry Christmas and

Happy New Year! Buon Natale e
auguri per un felice 2018!
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DA VINCI LODGE NEWS
UPCOMING EVENTS:
➢ The DaVinci Ladies are planning to attend the performance Sorry, Wrong Chimney at Ventana Lake
Yacht Club in Sun City showing from December 15 – 17. If you’re interested in joining us, please notify
Joyce Battaglia as soon as possible. The cost is $10 (regularly $15).
➢ Council Meeting – Thursday, January 4 at 7:00 pm. Venue TBD.
➢ New Year’s Eve – If you plan to ring in the New Year with DaVinci Lodge members at the Arizona
American Italian Club, be sure to make your reservation by calling 602.944.3090 or visiting the AAIC
website at www.azaiclub.org. The cost is $65 per person and includes two bands, First Cocktail,
Dinner, and Breakfast at Midnight. Only 200 tickets are available. Please indicate you want to be
seated with the Leonardo DaVinci group.
➢ La Befana – At the January General Meeting we are planning an Italian gift exchange. Details to
follow—check your email!
➢ Super Bowl Sunday – On February 4, DaVinci will host a super bowl party and raffle drawing. One
lucky winner will walk away with an incredibly amazing prize. Look for future details in the coming
months.
➢ Carnevale with AAIC February 24 – DaVinci will be holding a joint Carnevale celebration with AAIC.
Committee co-chairs, Al Carfora and Marie Chiaramonte, will provide further details in the coming
issue.

PAST EVENTS:
➢ The DaVinci Family Cookbooks are available for purchase. The cost is $10. Please send Dawn Maisano
an email (maid1920@gmail.com) to let her know how many books you want to buy. Thank you, DaVinci
Lodge members, for your contribution to this fundraising event!
➢ The Christmas Party held on Sunday, December 10th at the Battaglia residence was so much fun. Classic
Catering served a delicious repast of various antipasti, baked pasta, chicken rollatini, medley of veggies,
and between their mini cannoli and the yummy desserts from our members, we had a great selection
of desserts. We collected 54 new, unwrapped toys for disadvantaged children. Through your
generosity, a child who may not otherwise have a new toy for Christmas will receive one!

Editor’s Message:
It is my pleasure to tell you that beginning with the January edition, Notizie DaVinci will have a new editorin-chief. Shirley Gotelli has extensive experience in producing newsletters for various organizations,
including Rotary and Chamber of Commerce. As she is new to DaVinci, she welcomes your input in
providing news items, articles, story ideas, etc. I will assist Shirley by contributing stories about Italian
culture, lifestyle, celebrations, etc.
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MEMBERS CORNER
HEALTH AND WELFARE
Extending our Get Well Wishes to Marie Chiaramonte, Gloria Puccio, and Joe Quagliata. We miss you!

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS
PLEASE EXTEND YOUR GOOD WISHES TO THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WHO HAVE CELEBRATED OR
WILL BE CELEBRATING A BIRTHDAY IN DECEMBER AND JANUARY!
Alice Tinnirello
2-Dec
Deborah Forcine
3-Dec
Anthony Morelli
4-Dec
Frank Maisano
9-Dec
Jim Bolduc
25-Dec
Mark DiStasi
2-Jan
John Rizzo
5-Jan
Eddie Panzera
14-Jan
Al Carfora
21-Jan
Marie Chiaramonte 31-Jan
Paul Irato
31-Jan

ADVERTISING

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
PLEASE CONTINUE TO SOLICIT ADVERTIZING FOR NOTIZIE DAVINCI. ASK ASSOCIATES OR
BUSINESSES YOU PATRONIZE TO HELP OUR LODGE BY PLACING AN AD IN OUR MONTHLY
NEWSLETTER. OUR ADVERTISING RATES ARE VERY REASONABLE AND FLEXIBLE, BASED ON AD
SIZE. NOTE, MEMBERS ADS RATES ARE REDUCED BY $10.
REGULAR RATES FOR 12 ISSUES ARE AS FOLLOWS:
BUSINESS CARD - $40.00
1/4 PAGE - $60.00
1/2 PAGE - $80.00
FULL PAGE - $100.00
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KINDLY SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS -- MOST OF WHOM ARE DaVINCI MEMBERS!
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GOT ALLERGIES???
Please note new Cell No.
602 602-772-0456

Local Raw Honey

Quart: $20.00

Pint: $10.00

Bee pollen

4 oz. jar: $9.00

8 oz. jar: $16.00

Bee Wax

$3.00

Honey Powder

8 oz. jar: $8.00

Local-Free Range Eggs

One Dozen $5.00

16 oz. jar: $15.00

Juice Plus Products available: www.jimbolduc.juiceplus.com
Tower Garden available www.jimbolduc.towergarden.com

If you are looking for an innovative Residential Property Management company serving the Phoenix area
for over 25+ years, look no further! We are a locally owned company that takes pride in assisting residential
property investors in securing the most income from the investment. We provide full residential
management service, including market update of home’s value, extensive marketing in over 50 websites
and MLS, we offer expert legal representation at no cost or discounted rates. We work hard to develop and
maintain a high level of trust, confidence, and follow through with our clients. Our goal is building a business
relationship focused on communication and service which explains why many investors/owners have been
working with our company for over 10 years and happily refer their friends to us. GIVE US A CALL – WE

WANT TO BE YOUR RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY MANAGERS!
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WORDS OF THE DAY
quando meno se lo aspetta
when you/one least expect(s) it. From the verb aspettarsi, which means to expect.
Alfredo è un po’ giù perché cerca un lavoro da mesi e non trova niente.
Gli ricordo che troverà qualcosa quando meno se lo aspetta.
Alfredo is a bit down because he has been looking for a job for months and is not
finding anything. I remind him that he will find something when he least expects it.
presepio - Nativity Scene

Christmas is upon us an it’s not too late to make your Christmas an Italian one. One way to accomplish
this is to Build an Italian Nativity Scene. The presepio is a tradition in Naples and other parts of Southern
Italy, and it's something one could easily incorporate into the holiday. One may go simple and have a
manger scene under the tree or go big with an entire room dedicated to the presepio with all sorts of
characters, ceramic houses, and figurines. Most Italians favor presepe to the traditional Christmas tree but
some have both. But everyone has a nativity scene – and they place Jesus into the scene when the clock
strikes midnight on Christmas Eve.
Other Christmas tradition include singing "Tu Scendi dalle Stelle". This song is the anthem for the holiday
season in Italy. Think of it as their "Silent Night." Once you get the song in your head, you'll be humming it
all day. Listen to the song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THoF5snnSvE
The Feast of the Seven Fishes on Christmas Eve. Unlike Catholics in other parts of the world, Italians refrain
from eating meat on Christmas Eve. In fact, they fast all day, and only start eating the fish at the evening
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meal. Family and friends then gather to wait until Midnight Mass and feast on at least seven fishes (or
multiples of seven – 14, 21, etc.). Popular dishes include baccala (a salted cod fish), linguine with clam
sauce, and octopus. In Napoli, some people even make sure to have eel on the table. Italian Americans
sometimes include lobster and crab to spice up the meal. You can have Margherita pizza and cheese
calzones on hand for those who don't care for fish.
Did you know that the Panettone is a staple found in any Italian home during the Christmas season? For
some il Panettone is the Italian version of fruitcake. This confection originated in the town of Milan and is
a symbol of the city. It has a cupola shaped top and it should always be taller than it is wider.
Lastly, but by no means least, of Italian Christmas traditions is the celebration of Epiphany. In Italy, the
holiday season officially ends on January 6, the day commemorating the arrival of the three wise men in
Bethlehem. On that day, Italians wait for La Befana, the Italian Christmas witch. According to the Italian
legend, La Befana, a witch-like woman riding on a broom, refused to join the Wise Men on their journey
to see the baby Jesus. When she regrets her decision, she sets out to bring gifts to the Child but never
finds him. Instead, she leaves gifts for other children. Italian children leave out their shoes or put up
stockings for the Befana to fill on January 5th, Epiphany Eve.
It is La Befana who brings thoughtful little surprises to good Italian boys and girls. Traditionally, she has
placed pencils, walnuts, and tangerines in the stockings of good children and coal in those who have
been bad. Unlike Santa Claus, La Befana has been an Italian tradition since the XIII century and comes
from Christian legend rather than pop culture. The arrival of la Befana is celebrated with traditional
Italian foods such as panettone and marks the end of the long and festive holiday season in Italy. In
honor of the Three Wise Men, Italians go to church and enjoy spending the day with family.

New Year's Eve Traditions in Italy
Most towns in Italy have public fireworks in a central square, with Naples is known for having one of the
best and biggest displays in the country. Smaller towns build bonfires in the central square where
villagers will congregate into the early morning. There’s usually public music and dancing before the
fireworks. Rome, Milan, Bologna, Palermo, and Naples put on huge popular outdoor shows with pop and
rock bands. These events can sometimes be seen on television, too. Family and guests at parties are
sometimes entertained with a game called "Tombola", like Bingo.
The New Year is also celebrated with spumante or prosecco, Italian sparkling wine. New Year's parties,
whether public or private, will often last until sunrise. A custom that is still followed in some places,
especially in the south of Italy, is throwing your old things out the window to symbolize your readiness to
accept the New Year. And, don't forget to wear your red underwear to ring in the new year. Italian
folklore claims this will bring luck in the coming year.
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL DIRECTORY
NAME & TITLE

EMAIL ADDRESS

PHONE NO.

Nick Battaglia, President

njbatts@cox.net

623 412-0107

Al Carfora, Vice President

alcarfora@cox.net

480 361-1337

Marie Chiaramonte, Orator

mariechiaramonte4@gmail.com

480 612-5823

Joyce Battaglia, Recording Secretary

joyce4thecure@cox.net

623 412-0107

Deborah Forcine, Financial Secretary

dforcine@icloud.com

602 540-3858

Joe Quagliata, Treasurer

cquagliata@cox.net

602-923-7515

Antoinette Trifiro, Past President

antonia729@gmail.com

602-569-4922

LEONARDO DaVINCI ELECTIONS -- FEBRUARY 2018
A.

LISTING OF POSITIONS AND JOB DUTIES

PRESIDENT - This is the highest-ranking officer and the leader of the Local Lodge.
Duties
▪ Supervise the affairs & activities of the lodge.
▪ Represent the Lodge within the community
▪ Prepare a budget for adoption by the membership.
▪ Present an annual report to the membership.
▪ Prepare a tentative plan and schedule on a yearly basis.
▪ Represent the Lodge at all state and national meetings.
▪ Distribute material received from state and national mailings.
▪ Announce Lodge projects to the public.
▪ Answer all correspondence promptly.
▪ Write a personal article for Lodge publications.
▪ Establish a personal association with all members.
VICE PRESIDENT - Assists the President & takes President’s place when the President is absent or unable
to act.
Duties:
• Institute/assist in programs.
• Ensure activities are planned and executed to standard procedures.
• Provide encouragement, leadership and assistance to other officers.
• Oversee work of officers and committee chairs; report to the president regarding same.
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ORATOR
Duties
• Assist president as liaison with community government.
• Be well versed in Lodge, state and national bylaws.
• Direct contact with members regarding all laws governing the Order.
RECORDING SECRETARY - The Recording Secretary is the custodian of the archives and the keeper of the
seal of the Local Lodge.
Duties & Responsibilities:
• Take and record the minutes of the meetings of the Council and of the assembly and distributes
said minutes timely.
• Prepare meeting agendas with president.
• Maintain proper supplies for each Lodge function.
• Maintain attendance records and Lodge calendar.
• Supervise DaVinci Lodge newsletter.
FINANCE SECRETARY - The Financial Secretary is the collector and accountant of the Local Lodge and
works closely with both the president, treasurer and committee chairs.
Duties and Responsibilities:
• Collects dues, writes orders of payment to present to Treasurer.
• Maintains financial records;
• Provides membership detailed monthly report of income/expenses.
• Prepares quarterly financial report to State Financial Secretary, if applicable, and pays per
capita tax each quarter.
• Establish budget with President.
• Assist in establishing project budgets with chairpersons.
• Maintain a working cash-flow.
• Filing the IRS Form 990
TREASURER - The custodian of the funds of the Local Lodge.
Duties:
• Receives all monies collected, issues receipts, and deposits funds in bank accounts;
• Records and keeps updated the Cash Book recording the Lodge monthly income and
expenses.
• Issues and signs checks.
TRUSTEES (5) The Trustees supervise the affairs of the Local Lodge and are members of the Council.
Duties:
• To act as “control center” for the Lodge.
• Guide and supervise programs, activities.
• Handle administrative details.
• Act as fiduciary oversight
• To manage and encourage members to be active and productive.
• Provide motivation within the membership.
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•

To be an example of leadership

MASTER / MISTRESS OF CEREMONY - Officers of the Local Lodge who participate in ceremonial
activities.
SERGENT AT ARMS - Doorkeeper of the Lodge.
Duties:
• To exclude strangers from the meetings of the assembly and to admit those members who
have identified themselves by announcing their presence to the President.
B.

NOMINATIONS
If you would like to run for any of the offices or if you would like to be on the Electoral Board,
please contact – Marie Chiaramonte – Orator at mariechiaramonte4@gmail.com.
ELECTORAL BOARD
1. Who qualifies
a. Members in good standing**
b. DaVinci Lodge members for at least 6 months
2. Structure
a. Chair
b. Four members
3. Electoral Board Responsibility
a. Verify Qualifications of candidates
b. Distribute ballots
c. Supervise Election and maintain Secrecy
d. Count Votes
e. Examine ballots
f. Decide controversies
g. If tie vote, seniority takes precedence
QUALIFICATIONS FOR CANDIDATES
1. President, Vice-President, Orator
a. At least one year on the Board
b. Members in good standing
c. Ability to communicate with lodge members and public at large
2. Recording Secretary, Financial Secretary, Treasurer
a. Members of the board for 6 months
b. Members in good standing
c. Lodge members for a minimum of one year
d. Willingness to fulfill the duties as described in the by-laws
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e. Some budget/financial abilities
f. Able to be bonded (Financial Secretary &Treasurer)
3. Trustees, Guard, master/mistress of ceremony
a. Must be a member of the Lodge for at least 6 months
b. Members in good standing.
c. Willingness to actively participate and contribute to the overall function of the lodge
activities.
**Good standing = dues are paid for the whole year.
C.

QUALIFICATION FOR OFFICE
As a matter of courtesy and information to the DaVinci membership, please indicate your
qualifications for the office you are seeking by completing the form (next to the last page of the
newsletter) and return the completed form to Marie Chiaramonte.

PUBLICATION
The Notizie DaVinci is published monthly and distributed electronically to all DaVinci Lodge members and
friends.
If you wish to submit an article, news or an event for publication, please contact Shirley Gotelli,
4bigsue@comcast.net, or Antoinette Trifiro, antonia729@gmail.com or Joyce Battaglia,
joyce4thecure@cox.net. Members’ comments, suggestions as well as written articles are encouraged
and much appreciated.
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLE AND/OR AD AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MONTH FOR PUBLICATON IN
THAT MONTH’S ISSUE.
Be sure and check out the DaVinci website at www.osiaazdavinci.org and view our Facebook page
at Sons of Italy – Leonardo DaVinci Lodge OSIA@2992.

Page 11

Honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture

SEASONS GREETINGS FROM…
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LEONARDO DaVINCI LODGE #2992
REQUEST FOR CANDIDATE FORM
The qualifications for serving on the Board are:
•

An interest in serving the Community in which you live.

•

A commitment to uphold the bylaws of the Sons of Italy.

•

The ability to listen and make informed decisions, as well as being able to communicate
with other Board members, members-at-large and the Grand Lodge.

•

A commitment to attend regularly scheduled Board meetings as well as the additional
time that may be required to participate at Committee level.

•

All candidates must be members in good standing (membership paid in full) and must be
a member of the Lodge for a minimum of six (6) months. Some positions require holding
a board position for a minimum of six months.

If you are interest in serving on the Board, please complete the following information.
Name: _____________________________________________
Why you want to serve - Reasons you should be elected
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
Experience/what do you bring to the Board
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Please return your completed form to Marie Chiaramonte, Orator DaVinci Lodge; email:
mariechiaramonte4@gmail.com.
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Season's greetings from Stephens!
PHOENIX RESEARCH CENTER IS NOW OPEN!
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