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Hello Brothers and Sisters of the Leonardo Da Vinci Lodge #2992, 

After coming home from a spring training baseball game last week, I began to think of all the baseball 
players with Italian heritage that have made baseball the great American Game.   

The game of Baseball was invented in America during the Civil War (1864) and often played between 
the Union and Confederate soldiers between battles. As the years went on and the game grew, more 
and more people played and enjoyed the sport. Ed Abbaticchio, the first Italian American to play in the 
major leagues. He made his debut with the Philadelphia Phillies in 1897 and played for the Pittsburgh 
Pirates in the 1909 World Series.  From that time forward Italian Americans have contributed their 
talents and love of the game by playing, coaching and managing in the major leagues.   

Here are just a few of the players with Italian heritage that have made American Baseball the great 
game that millions around the world enjoy. 

  Yogi Berra  Vince DiMaggio Dario Lodigiani Phil Rizzuto  
  Roy Campanella Terry Francona Sal Maglie  Don Santo    
  Dom DiMaggio Tony LaRussa Mike Piazza  Mike Sciosci   
  Joe DiMaggio Tom Lasorda  Anthony Rizzo Joe Torre   

So in the coming summer days when you watch your favorite team, just remember that players with 
Italian heritage have contributed in making Major League Baseball the great American Game.   

Play Ball…Go Cubs Go! 

Fraternally, 

   Nick 
Nick Battaglia, President 
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DAVINCI LODGE NEWS 
UPCOMING EVENTS:   

DaVinci Ladies - The DaVinci  Ladies get-together will be on Tuesday, March 20th at 11:30 AM at 
the Irato residence.  One of our members, Connie Newman, will give us useful tools on eating 
healthier, including how to read and understand food labels.  All DaVinci Ladies are welcome.  
Come and join us.

Italian Festival - Saturday, March 24 and Sunday March 25, 2018.  Civic Center Mall, 3939 N. 
Drinkwater Blvd., Scottsdale, AZ, 85251.  This is the first year the DaVinci Lodge has 
independently rented a space at this annual event.  As in previous years, we are confident our 
presence at this event will support our recruitment effort as well as promote our name to the 
public.  Gerry Carfagno has graciously volunteered to chair this event for DaVinci.  Please contact 
him (gcarfagno@aol.com).  Al Carfora is putting together a list of volunteers for each day at the 
festival to “man” our booth.  This requires volunteers to be there for a two-hour shift on your 
assigned day and time, to talk to visitors who stop by and want information about DaVinci or the 
national organization, to hand out materials, and to ask those who may be interested to list their 
contact information. 

Council Meeting - Tuesday, April 3, 2018 from 6 - 9 PM at Denny’s Restaurant, 5161 W. 
Thunderbird, Glendale, AZ,  85306.

General Meeting - Thursday, April 12, 2018 at 6 PM.  Ironworks Restaurant, 17233 N. 45th 
Avenue, Glendale, AZ. 85308 (at Bellair Golf Course).  Please mark your calendar and plan to 
attend.  It’s a great time to give your input to discussions as well has socialize and create new 
friendships.

April Social Activity - April 21, 2018 ball game.  Under discussion; to be announced.  

     
PAST EVENTS:   

March General Meeting and Installation of 
Officers - We had a great turnout at the 
March general meeting.  In addition to 
reviewing the Carnevale event, updating the 
election outcome resulting from the additional 
trustee position, we held the Installation of 
Officers and designated committee chairs.  As 
President Nick noted, let’s generously give 
out time and talent when a chairperson asks 
us to be part of his/her committee.  It’s a great 
way to truly feel a since of camaraderie and 
belonging to the DaVinci Lodge.


	 Current Executive Officers:
 
President:        Nick Battaglia	 	 Recording Secretary:     Joyce Battaglia


	 	 Vice President:  Al Carfora	 	 Financial Secretary:        Alma DiPede

	 	 Orator:       Marie Chiaramonte	 Treasurer:          Joe Quagliata 

Immediate Past President: Antoinette Trifiro 
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In Sicily, Saint Joseph is regarded by many as their Patron saint. The feast of 
Saint Joseph (San Giuseppe) generally falls on March 19th and is observed by 
Catholics and Lutherans in many countries as well as many Italian-American 
communities. According to legend, in Sicily during the Middle Ages there was a 
severe drought, and the people prayed for their patron saint to bring them rain 
and prevent a famine. They promised that if God answered their prayers through 
St. Joseph's intercession, they would prepare a large feast to honor the saint. 
The rains came, and the people of Sicily prepared a large banquet for their 
patron saint, inviting the poor to share in the abundant array of food on the table. The fava bean 
was the crop which saved the population from starvation and is a traditional part of Saint 
Joseph's Day altars and traditions. Giving food to the needy is a Saint Joseph's Day custom.  
Members of the DaVinci Lodge attended a St. Joseph Table celebration, held at St. Joan of Arc 
Church, Greenway and 38th Street, on Monday, March 19th, and enjoyed a traditional meatless 
meal and delicious Italian cookies prepared by the members of Society of Maria SS Lauretana.        

    
   

  

  

  

Carnevale with AAIC.  Saturday, February 24.  DaVinci held a joint Carnevale celebration with 
AAIC. Thanks to Committee co-chairs, Al Cafora and Marie Chiaramonte, in coordinating this 
event.  Special thanks go to Alma and Onorio DiPede, who created beautiful table centerpieces, 
which set the mood for a fun, festive and enjoyable evening.
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MEMBERS CORNER 

HEALTH AND WELFARE  
Extending our Get Well Wishes to Ardyth Bakken, Charlie Sessa, Santo Chiaramonte, and Gloria 
Puccio. 

NEW MEMBERS: 
Please extend a warm welcome to the following new members to the Leonardo DaVinci Lodge 
Family: 

GEORGE ACOCELLA:   Sponsored by Connie Newman 
RODNEY BAKKEN:    Sponsored by Ardyth Bakken 
MICHAEL and DENISE FETTERS:  Sponsored by Alice and Lorenzo Tinnirello  

To our current membership: Thank you for your loyalty and commitment to the Leonardo DaVinci 
Lodge.  We appreciate your continued membership in our Lodge.   

MEMBERS’ BIRTHDAYS 

PLEASE EXTEND YOUR GOOD WISHES TO THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS WHO HAVE 
CELEBRATED OR WILL BE CELEBRATING A BIRTHDAY IN MARCH AND APRIL! 
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Nick Battaglia 1-Mar 
Shirley Gotelli  2-Apr 
Julianne Stauffer 4-Apr 
Marie Panzera 5-Apr 
Evelyn Cardone 7-Apr 
Patrick Diomede 30-Apr



DID YOU KNOW???? 
This article comes from the Sons of Italy Blog, the blog for the Italian American Community! 

        

  First on First: The Medical Thermometer 

You’ve most likely used one and you probably own one, but do you know who invented the 
medical thermometer? 

Until the late 17th  century, a person’s temperature was taken by using one’s hand to detect 
whether the person was hot or cold. In 1592, Italian physicist and astronomer Galileo Galilei 
invented a temperature-measuring device. This instrument lacked numerical readings and its 
outcome was affected by atmospheric pressure. Needless to say, this thermometer wasn’t widely 
used. 

By 1625, another Italian, Santorio Santorio, built upon Galileo’s invention by creating a 
thermometer that could read temperatures by being placed in a person’s mouth. He created a 
series of different designs, but each of his thermometers was cumbersome and took a very long 
time to get an accurate reading. However, Santorio’s advances in the medical field paved the way 
for modern medicine to continue to improve upon and utilize the thermometer when treating a 
patient. 

        
PUBLICATIONS 

The Notizie DaVinci is published monthly and distributed electronically to all DaVinci Lodge 
members and friends. 

If you wish to submit an article, news or an event for publication, please contact Shirley 
Gotelli, 4bigsue@comcast.net, or Antoinette Trifiro, antonia729@gmail.com or Joyce 
Battaglia, joyce4thecure@cox.net.  Members’ comments, suggestions as well as written 
articles are encouraged and much appreciated. 

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLE AND/OR AD AT THE BEGINNING OF THE MONTH FOR 
PUBLICATON IN THAT MONTH’S ISSUE. 

Be sure and check out the DaVinci website at www.osiaazdavinci.org and view our 
Facebook page at Sons of Italy – Leonardo DaVinci Lodge OSIA@2992.  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KINDLY SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS -- MOST OF WHOM ARE DaVINCI MEMBERS! 

If you plan to attend any of these performances, you may wish to contact 
Charlie Mannino for the best price. 
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If you are looking for an innovative Residential Property Management company serving the 
Phoenix area for over 25+ years, look no further! We are a locally owned company that takes 
pride in assisting residential property investors in securing the most income from the 
investment. We provide full residential management service, including market update of 
home’s value, extensive marketing in over 50 websites and MLS, we offer expert legal 
representation at no cost or discounted rates. We work hard to develop and maintain a high 
level of trust, confidence, and follow through with our clients. Our goal is building a business 
relationship focused on communication and service which explains why many investors/
owners have been working with our company for over 10 years and happily refer their friends 
to us. GIVE US A CALL – WE WANT TO BE YOUR RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 
MANAGERS! 

  

ADVERTISING - THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
PLEASE CONTINUE TO SOLICIT ADVERTIZING FOR NOTIZIE DAVINCI. ASK ASSOCIATES 
OR BUSINESSES YOU PATRONIZE TO HELP OUR LODGE BY PLACING AN AD IN OUR 
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER.  OUR ADVERTISING RATES ARE VERY REASONABLE AND 
FLEXIBLE, BASED ON AD SIZE.  NOTE, MEMBERS ADS RATES ARE REDUCED BY $10. 

REGULAR RATES FOR 12 ISSUES ARE AS FOLLOWS: 
BUSINESS CARD -   $40.00 

1/4 PAGE -    $60.00 
1/2 PAGE -    $80.00 
FULL PAGE - $100.00 
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