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VICE-PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Leonardo Da Vinci Lodge #2992, 

Here's hoping you and your families had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving.  Now the holiday season really heats up with 
Christmas shopping, decorating and menu planning! 
  
Speaking of Christmas, our Christmas party was a huge success.  
Lots of good food and more importantly wonderful memories 
spent with each other.  Many thanks to Chuck and Toni Artino 
for opening their beautiful home to us and being such charming 
hosts.  And thank you to all who helped in any way to make the 
party a success. 
  
Coming up in February is our Super Bowl Party.  Thanks to 
George and Gayle Bruno for hosting us again this year.  
February is also election of officers month.  I would urge all 
members to seriously consider running for office as new blood 
will bring new ideas. 
  
Our Lodge shirts are in.  If you ordered a shirt, please see Shirley 
Gotelli at the next General Meeting on December 13. 
  
If I don't see all of you before the holiday, have a very Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
  
Fraternally, 

Al 
Al Carfora 
Vice-President 

Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992 

Executive Officers: 

President                  Nick Battaglia 
Vice President                    Al Carfora 
Immediate Past 
                  President           Antoinette Trifiro 
Recording Secretary.        Antoinette Trifiro 
Financial Secretary            Alma Dipede 
Treasurer                 Joe Quagliata 
Orator                 Marie  Chiaramonte 
Meetings: 

            Executive Council 
                   Denny’s Restaurant  
        5161 Thunderbird Road 
 Glendale, AZ  85306 
 1st Tuesday of each month 
 6 PM Dinner.  7PM  Meeting. 
            General Meeting 
 Ironworks Restaurant 
      (at Bell Air Golf Course) 
 17233 N. 45th Avenue 
 Glendale, AZ  85308  
 2nd Thursday of each month 
 6 PM Dinner.  7 PM Meeting. 

Contact: 

            Nick Battaglia.  njbatts@cox.net  

Newsletter: 

Editor   Shirley Gotelli 
Co-Editor   Antoinette Trifiro 
                       
                       
            

mailto:njbatts@cox.net
http://www.osiaazdavinci.org
mailto:njbatts@cox.net
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As usual, our Lodge celebrated the holidays in a BIG way!  Many thanks to Chuck and Toni Artino 
for opening their home and hosting this event on December 1.  Some photos to entertain you . . .  

 

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . . 

Our hosts, 
Chuck and Toni Artino

Our chefs, Al Carfora,  
Chuck Artino, and Paolo Irato

Some of the food . . . . . . and Dessert

                       Enjoying                    It        All

The Gift Exchange           One of the Gifts
A few of our guests . . . 

Buon Natalie !!       Felice Anno Nuovo !! 
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A Note From Your Lodge 
Polo Shirts 

The polo shirts have arrived!  If you’ve ordered one, please contact John or Shirley Gotelli to get 
yours.  If you’ve not yet paid, please do so before you can receive your shirt.  They’ve already been 
worn once, at the Veterans Day Picnic, and we hear they really looked nice! 

A Note From National     
Now Accepting Leadership Scholarship Applications 

The 2019 Scholarships are now available.  Through the Sons of Italy Foundation (SIF), the Order Sons 
and Daughters of Italy in America (OSDIA) has awarded nearly $61 million to date.  In past years, the 
SIF has offered 10 to 12 merit-based scholarships (National Leadership Grants), ranging from $4,000  to 
$25,000, in a nationwide competition.  These figures and the number of scholarships may very 
according to funding each year. 

This year, students complete the application on line.  The deadline to apply is February 28, 2019.  
Don’t delay - start the application today!  Visit osia.org.   

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . . 

Veteran’s Day Picnic 
November 10, 2018 
Rio Vista Park

. . . and a few more!

Two Requests From Your Vice-President 

Two items were discussed at the December General Meeting:  the 2020 Southern Italy trip and finding a new 
venue for the general meeting.  A trip itinerary draft was distributed at the meeting; if you are interested in 
participating in this trip and have any suggestions for changes in itinerary, Al Carfora would like to hear from 
you.   Dissatisfaction has been voiced regarding the food at Iron Works Restaurant, and also it has been 
requested a day and time change be made for the general meeting (Sunday afternoon?).  Please let Al 
Carfora know if you can suggest a time or location (Church? School? Restaurant? etc.).  alcarfora@cox.net  

mailto:alcarfora@cox.net
mailto:alcarfora@cox.net
http://osiaorg
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Italy and Sweden - A Christmas Legend 

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . . 

        Lucia was an Italian girl, born in Sicily in the 
3rd century A.D.  It was a time when the 
Romans were persecuting Christians, and 
Lucia’s family was Christian.  When her father 
died, Lucia vowed to remain unmarried and to 
serve God, but since she didn’t tell anyone 
about this vow, her widowed mother went 
ahead and promised her in marriage to a suitor 
who was not a Christian.  Lucia said “No 
thanks, I’d rather be an old 
maid.”  And she proceeded to 
give her dowry away to the 
poor.  The young man’s pride 
was severely injured, so he 
reported Lucia to the Roman 
authorities, and she was tried 
and convicted of being a 
Christian.  The judge decided 
that a suitable punishment for a 
woman who wanted to remain 
chaste was to be sold into 
slavery - to a brothel.  But when 
the soldiers came to take her 
away, they were unable to 
move her!  Rather than being 
awed by this, they proceeded 
to pour oil over her and set her 
on fire. The oil burned - but 
Lucia did not!  Still unimpressed, 
the soldiers beat and tortured 
her and tried to get her to deny 
her Christian faith, but she refused.  So they 
stuck a sword into her throat and that did kill 
her.  She died a martyr’s death on December 
13, 304 A.D..  For her faithfulness, she was made 
a saint. 
        How did a Sicilian become a part of 
Swedish tradition?  Legend has it that back in 
the Middle Ages, the Swedish province of 
Varmland was experiencing a terrible famine 

and people were starving to death.  On the 
longest night of the shortest day of the year - 
which also happened to be St. Lucia’s Day, 
December 13th - a light suddenly appeared on 
Lake Vanern.  It was a large white boat filled 
with food and at the helm was a beautiful 
young woman in a white gown wearing a 
crown of lights. Lucia had come to rescue the 
Swedes!  As soon as the ship was unloaded, it 

disappeared.   
        Swedish custom is that on 
Santa Lucia Day, mother and 
children get up very early in the 
morning to make the traditional 
Lussekatter (rolls made with 
saffron) and Luciapepparkakor 
(ginger cookies).  The oldest 
daughter portrays Lucia dressed 
in a long white robe with a red 
sash and a crown of lit candles 
on her head.  She carries the 
tray of food as she leads the 
procession of mother and the 
other children, who sing the 
traditional Santa Lucia song as 
they march to the father’s 
room. 
        Traditionally, the winner of 
the Nobel Prize in Literature has 
the supreme honor of crowning 

S t o c k h o l m ’ s S a n t a L u c i a . 
Traditionally, miracles can happen at midnight 
on the eve of St. Lucia’s Day, and animals may 
talk.  Traditionally, the cook buries the lutefisk in 
beech ashes on St. Lucia’s Day.  You don’t 
have to be Swedish to celebrate Santa Lucia - 
Lucia wasn’t a Swede! 

   
  from zionmilaca.org 

Editor’s Note:  Your newsletter editor is one-half Swedish (with nary a drop of Italian!).  She and John also belong to 
VASA, a Swedish cultural organization similar to Sons and Daughters of Italy in America, Framot Lodge #405. Every year 
their Lodge in the San Francisco Bay Area celebrates Santa Lucia, as described above, as do most VASA Lodges.  
Hence, the legend seems even more important to our editor!  

http://zionmilaca.org
http://zionmilaca.org
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LEONARDO DaVINCI ELECTIONS 

Editor’s Note:  Officer elections are coming at the February General Meeting.  Lorenzo Tinnirello and his Election Committee 
Members may be calling you soon to ascertain your interest in running for office. The following is intended to provide 
information regarding the offices and their qualifications. 

POSITIONS AND JOB DUTIES 
PRESIDENT - This is the highest-ranking officer and the leader of the Local Lodge.  
Duties:  

Supervise the affairs & activities of the lodge.  
Represent the Lodge within the community  
Prepare a budget for adoption by the membership.  
Present an annual report to the membership. 
Prepare a tentative plan and schedule on a yearly basis.  
Represent the Lodge at all state and national meetings.  
Distribute material received from state and national mailings.  
Announce Lodge projects to the public.  
Answer all correspondence promptly.  
Write a personal article for Lodge publications.  
Establish a personal association with all members.  

VICE PRESIDENT - Assists the President & takes President’s place when the President is absent 
or unable to act.  
Duties:  

Institute/assist in programs.  
Ensure activities are planned and executed to standard procedures.  
Provide encouragement, leadership and assistance to other officers.  
Oversee work of officers and committee chairs; report to the president regarding same. 

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . . 

Be sure to check out the 
DaVinci website at 

www.osiaazdavinci.org  
View our Facebook page 
at Sons of Italy – Leonardo 

DaVinci Lodge 
OSIA@2992. 

Upcoming Events 
At A Glance 

Jan. Council Mtg.*          Jan. 8 
Jan. General Mtg.*          Jan. 10 
LaBefana Celebration Jan. 13 
Super Bowl Party Feb. 3 
Feb. Council Mtg. Feb. 5 
Feb. General Mtg. Feb. 14 
Officer Elections Feb. 14 
Sicily DVD Screening** Mar. 30 

*Subject to Change 
** Tentative 

         Happy Birthday, Members !!    

Dec. 2      Alice Tinnirello 
Dec. 3      Deborah Forcine 
Dec. 4      Anthony Morello 
Dec. 5      Renee Bergeson 
Dec. 9.     Frank Maisano 

Dec. 12     Michael Fetters 
Dec. 13     George Bruno 
Dec. 23     David Wallin 
Dec. 25     Jim Bolduc 
Dec. 29     Rodney Bakken
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ORATOR  - 
Duties: 

Assist president as liaison with community government.  
Be well versed in Lodge, state and national bylaws.  
Direct contact with members regarding all laws governing the Order. 

RECORDING SECRETARY - The Recording Secretary is the custodian of the archives and the 
keeper of the seal of the Local Lodge. 
Duties & Responsibilities: 

Take and record the minutes of the meetings of the Council and of the assembly and distributes 
said minutes timely.  
Prepare meeting agendas with president.  
Maintain proper supplies for each Lodge function.  
Maintain attendance records and Lodge calendar.  
Supervise DaVinci Lodge newsletter. 

FINANCE SECRETARY - The Financial Secretary is the collector and accountant of the Local 
Lodge and works closely with both the president, treasurer and committee chairs. 
Duties and Responsibilities:  

Collects dues, writes orders of payment to present to Treasurer.  
Maintains financial records;  
Provides membership detailed monthly report of income/expenses.  
Prepares quarterly financial report to State Financial Secretary, if applicable, and pays per 
capita tax each quarter.  
Establish budget with President.  
Assist in establishing project budgets with chairpersons.  
Maintain a working cash-flow.  
Filing the IRS Form 990.  

TREASURER - The custodian of the funds of the Local Lodge. 
Duties: 

Receives all monies collected, issues receipts, and deposits funds in bank accounts;  
Records and keeps updated the Cash Book recording the Lodge monthly income and expenses.  
Issues and signs checks.  

TRUSTEES (6) The Trustees supervise the affairs of the Local Lodge and are members of the Council. 
Duties: 

To act as “control center” for the Lodge.  
Guide and supervise programs, activities.  
Handle administrative details.   
Act as fiduciary oversight  
To manage and encourage members to be active and productive.  
Provide motivation within the membership.  
To be an example of leadership 

MASTER & MISTRESS OF CEREMONY - Officers of the Local Lodge who participate in ceremonial 
activities.  

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . . 
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SARGENT AT ARMS - Doorkeeper of the Lodge.   
Duties: 

To exclude strangers from the meetings of the assembly and to admit those members who have 
identified themselves by announcing their presence to the President.  

NOMINATIONS 
Please contact Lorenzo Tinnirello if you would like to make a nomination to the Board, are interested 
in running for any of the offices, or if you would like to be on the Electoral Board.  lortin@comcast.net  

ELECTORAL BOARD 
1. Who qualifies 

a. Members in good standing** 
b. DaVinci Lodge members for at least 6 months 

2. Structure 
a. Chair 
b. Four members 

3. Electoral Board Responsibility 
a. Verify Qualifications of candidates 
b. Distribute ballots 
c. Supervise Election and maintain Secrecy 
d. Count Votes 
e. Examine ballots 
f. Decide controversies 
g. If tie vote, seniority takes precedence 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR CANDIDATES 
President, Vice-President, Orator 

a. At least one year on the Board 
b. Members in good standing 
c. Ability to communicate with lodge members and public at large 

Recording Secretary, Financial Secretary, Treasurer 
a. Members in good standing 
b. Members of the board for 6 months 
c. Lodge members for a minimum of one year 
d. Willingness to fulfill the duties as described in the by-laws 
e. Some budget/financial abilities 
f. Able to be bonded (Financial Secretary &Treasurer) 

Trustees, Guard, master/mistress of ceremony 
a. Must be a member of the Lodge for at least 6 months 
b. Members in good standing. 
c. Willingness to actively participate and contribute to the overall function of the lodge activities. 

**Good standing = dues are paid for the whole year. 

QUALIFICATION FOR OFFICE:  As a matter of courtesy and information to the DaVinci 
membership, please indicate your qualifications for the office you are seeking by contacting Lorenzo 
Tinnirello.  lortin@comcast.net  

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . . 

mailto:lortin@comcast.net
mailto:lortin@comcast.net
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an Italian girl,  ADVERTISING  

  

                      * Per year 
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR AD TO 4bigsue@comcast.net  NO LATER THAN THE 3RD DAY OF THE MONTH 

FOR PUBLICATION IN THAT MONTH’S ISSUE.FOR FURTHER INQUIRY, PLEASE CONTACT E-MAIL 
ADDRESSES, BELOW. 

         PUBLICATIONS 
The Notizie DaVinci is published monthly and distributed electronically to all  

DaVinci Lodge members and friends. 

If you wish to submit an article, news or an event for publication, please contact  
Shirley Gotelli 4bigsue@comcast.net, or Antoinette Trifiro  antonia729@gmail.com.  

Members’ comments, suggestions as well as written articles are encouraged and much 
appreciated. 

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLE TO 4bigsue@comcast.net NO LATER THAN THE 3RD DAY OF THE 
MONTH FOR PUBLICATION IN THAT MONTH’S ISSUE 

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . . 

Ad Size Rate * Member Rate*

Business Card $40 $30
1/4 Page $60 $50
1/2 Page $80 $70
Full Page $100 $90

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
mailto:antonia729@gmail.com
mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . . 

I will take care of your needs  
like I would for my own family!
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