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VICE-PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  

Dear Brothers and Sisters of the Leonardo Da Vinci Lodge #2992, 

Happy New Year!  2018 was a great year for our Lodge 
and 2019 promises to be even better!  We have many fun 
activities in the planning stage and hopefully you will all 
participate. 
  
On January 13 we celebrated La Befana.  You should have 
received an invitation by email.  It was a wonderful brunch 
and fun event.  On February 3 we will be conducting our 
third Super Bowl party at the Bruno's home.  The party is 
FREE to our members and a flyer will be sent shortly. 
  
Our February General Meeting is a very important one.  At 
the meeting we will be electing officers for the next fiscal 
year.  PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND THE MEETING AND CAST 
YOUR VOTE.  YOU MUST BE PRESENT TO VOTE!  And, please 
consider running for an office.  The Lodge needs your input 
and expertise. 
  
Details on future activities will be forthcoming. 
  
See you on February 17! 
  
Fraternally, 

Al 
Al Carfora 
Vice-President 

Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992 

Executive Officers: 

President                  Nick Battaglia 
Vice President                    Al Carfora 
Immediate Past 
                  President           Antoinette Trifiro 
Recording Secretary.        Antoinette Trifiro 
Financial Secretary            Alma Dipede 
Treasurer                 Joe Quagliata 
Orator                 Marie  Chiaramonte 
Meetings: 

            Executive Council 
                   Denny’s Restaurant  
        5161 Thunderbird Road 
 Glendale, AZ  85306 
 1st Tuesday of each month 
 6 PM Dinner.  7PM  Meeting. 
            General Meeting 
 Ironworks Restaurant 
      (at Bell Air Golf Course) 
 17233 N. 45th Avenue 
 Glendale, AZ  85308  
 2nd Thursday of each month 
 6 PM Dinner.  7 PM Meeting. 

Contact: 

            Nick Battaglia.  njbatts@cox.net  

Newsletter: 

Editor   Shirley Gotelli 
Co-Editor   Antoinette Trifiro 
                       

mailto:njbatts@cox.net
mailto:njbatts@cox.net
http://www.osiaazdavinci.org
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LEONARDO DaVINCI LODGE #2992:  MISSION STATEMENT  
  
MISSION:  We are a non-profit fraternal lodge chartered under Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in 
America.  We are dedicated to promoting our Italian heritage, culture, language and education. We 
provide social opportunities embracing Italian roots, rejuvenating traditions, and networking events 
with diverse multiple generations. We support charitable giving and community outreach. We 
welcome those of Italian heritage and those who love Italy and its culture as social members.  
  
VISION:   We plan to grow and become a large and innovative lodge.  Member meetings and 
activities are held monthly and are inclusive of both Americans of Italian heritage and friends of 
Americans of Italian heritage.  Activities are designed to educate and engage members and non-
members on Italian history, language, food, fashion, sports, technology, and geography.  
  
VALUES:   We support OSDIA’s philanthropic obligations and goals through local fundraising initiatives 
designed to foster growth in student scholarships, lodge offerings, and local charitable, non-profit 
partnerships. As a community of Italian-Americans,  we desire to uphold the values our ancestors 
brought to this country - a strong work ethic, family values, love of country - while honoring our Italian 
traditions, heritage and customs. 

 

 
 

 

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . . 

Be sure to check out the 
DaVinci website at 

www.osiaazdavinci.org  
View our Facebook page 
at Sons of Italy – Leonardo 

DaVinci Lodge 
OSIA@2992. 

Upcoming Events 
At A Glance 

Super Bowl Party Feb. 3 
Feb. Council Mtg. Feb. 5 
Feb. General Mtg. Feb. 17 
Officer Elections Feb. 14 
Sicily DVD Screening* Mar. 30 

* Tentative 

         Happy Birthday, Members !!   
                                            

       January 5 John Rizzo 
       January 9 George Acocella 
       January 14 Eddie Pancera 
       January 21 Al Carfora 
       January 31 Marie Chiaramonte 
       January 31 Paul Irato

 I WILL TAKE CARE OF YOUR NEEDS 
AS I WOULD FOR MY OWN FAMILY!
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND OUR LODGE             

TOYS FOR TOTS               NEW MEMBER INITIATION 

 

COLAZIONE CON GLI AMICI — BREAKFAST WITH FRIENDS   

On Sunday, January 13, many Lodge members gathered at Ancopa Restaurant, at the Corte Bella 
Country Club in Sun City West, to celebrate the New Year and La Befana, the Italian equivalent of 
Santa Claus.  Some of the faces at that event . . .  
 

  

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . . 

In December, a delivery was made of a 
toy donation for Toys For Tots to Fire 
Station 197 located at 7758 Jomax Road 
in Peoria.  Pictured above are Lodge 
members Jim Bolduc, center, and 
Lorenzo TinnIrello, right.

On January 10, James and Debra 
Vaughan were initiated as our newest 
Lodge members.    

Photo Credit: 
Dawn Maisano
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Italians of Note:  An on-going series occasionally appearing in Notizie DaVinci 

   Len Reggio 
   Founder of Barnes & Noble 

 

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . . 

Lenard Reggio is the founder of Barnes & Noble, the 
country’s largest bricks-and-mortar bookstore chain.  
Len Riggio’s roots in bookselling date back to his job 
as a bookstore clerk in college, and for much of his 
career he was on the forefront of bookselling 
innovation. 

Riggio was born in the Little Italy neighborhood of 
Manhattan, New York City on February 28, 1941. The 
son of a dressmaker and prize fighter, who also 
drove a cab, from the age of four he grew up in 
Bensonhurst, Brooklyn in close proximity to an 
extended family. 

In grammar school, the young Riggio skipped two 
grades, entered Brooklyn Technical High School at 
age 12, and graduated in 1958.  He entered New 
York University and began studying metallurgical 
engineering, then business at night. 

While Riggio attended NYU, he worked at the 
university bookstore in Greenwich Village, at first as 
a clerk making $1.10 per hour.  Eventually, he was  
promoted to assistant manager at $140 a week.  In 
1965, while still attending NYU, feeling dissatisfied 
with the way the bookstore was being run and 
convinced he could do a better job, he scraped 
together $5,000 and opened a competing 
bookstore around the corner.  He called the store 
Student Book Exchange (SBX). 

The Student Book Exchange thrived and within a 
few years, Riggio had expanded the business to six 
college bookstores on the East coast.  In 1971, he 
acquired the musty failing half-century-old Barnes & 
Noble bookstore on Fifth Avenue and 18th Street for 
$750,000 and transformed it into “The World’s 
Largest Bookstore,” with 150,000 textbook and trade 
titles. 

Already having a reputation for providing a wide 
assortment of titles, the mid-1970’s Barnes & Noble 
also began their reputation for discounting. 

Riggio opened a 40,000 square foot Sale Annex 
across the street from the Fifth Avenue flagship 

store.  The Barnes & Noble Sale Annex stocked 
remainders and other bargain-priced books and 
their slogan was, ”If you paid full price, you didn’t 
get it at Barnes & Noble.” 

Riggio continued to expand his number of college 
bookstores and his bookstores modeled on the Sales 
Annex, as he also acquired small bookstores and 
bookstore chains, including B. Dalton.  Through the 
years, he acquired hundreds of bookstores and, 
following the store model developed by Borders, 
launched the Barnes & Noble superstore concept 
with upscale fixtures, in-store coffee bars, and 
plenty of spaces to park and read. 

In the 1970’s, an acquired business expanded the 
Barnes & Noble reach to mail-order customers, and 
B&N began to publish their own books, like the 
million-copy seller The Columbia History of the World 
by John Garrity.  In 2003, the company acquired 
Sterling Publishers. 

As the bookselling business moved online because 
o f a m a z o n . c o m , R i g g i o l a u n c h e d 
barnesandnoble.com.  As the e-book revolution 
took hold, he developed the Barnes & Noble NOOK 
e-reader and the e-book business, which includes 
Publit! self-publishing service that gives authors the 
ability to publish their own e-books and make them 
available through bn.com.  In 2013, Publit! was 
updated and renamed NOOK Press. 

In 2010, Publisher’sWeekly named Len Riggio 
“Person of the Year” for his contributions to the book 
publishing industry.  

Len Reggio devotes much of his time to public 
education and has been involved in many 
philanthropic causes.  On April 27, 2016 Len Riggio 
announced that he would retire as chairman of the 
company following the September 2016 annual 
shareholders meeting and stated his intention to 
remain on the Barnes & Noble Board of  Directors.  

By Valerie Peterson 
thebalancecareers.com 

http://amazon.com
http://barnesandnoble.com
http://bn.com
http://thebalancecareers.com
http://amazon.com
http://barnesandnoble.com
http://bn.com
http://thebalancecareers.com
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           ADVERTISING   

  

                      * Per year 

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR AD TO 4bigsue@comcast.net  NO LATER THAN THE 3RD DAY OF THE MONTH 
FOR PUBLICATION IN THAT MONTH’S ISSUE.  FOR FURTHER INQUIRY, PLEASE CONTACT E-MAIL 

ADDRESSES, BELOW. 

         PUBLICATIONS 

The Notizie DaVinci is published monthly and distributed electronically to all DaVinci 
Lodge members and friends.  If you wish to submit an article, news or an event for 
publication, please contact Shirley Gotelli 4bigsue@comcast.net, or Antoinette Trifiro  
antonia729@gmail.com.  Members’ comments, suggestions as well as written articles are 
encouraged and much appreciated. 
PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLE TO 4bigsue@comcast.net NO LATER THAN THE 3RD DAY OF THE 
MONTH FOR PUBLICATION IN THAT MONTH’S ISSUE. 

  

PLEASE NOTE: Cathy Mannino, one of our Lodge members will be performing in Stage Left 
Productions play "Bright Star," written by Steve Martin with music from Edie Brickell. This is the first 
show in their new theater at 11340 West Bell Road in Surprise. Tickets are $30. However, the 
DaVinci Lodge is offered group rate tickets for $18 each for the Sunday, March 31st show at 2 
pm. Please contact Charlie Mannino at 623-566-6266 if you are interested in attending and you 
will be added to the list. Payment is due in advance. Thank you! 

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . . 

Ad Size Rate * Member Rate*

Business Card $40 $30
1/4 Page $60 $50
1/2 Page $80 $70
Full Page $100 $90

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
mailto:antonia729@gmail.com
mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . . 
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. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . . 



Page �                                                         NOTIZIE DaVINCI                                            January 20198

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . . 


