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Soldier’s Best Friend Fundraiser — Update
On June 19th, President Marie Chiaramonte, Fundraiser Chair Paula Pitruzzello, and Past President,
Antoinette Trifiro visited Soldier's Best Friend (SBF) to meet with Savanah Tanner, the Event/Volunteer
Coordinator for SBF. Before we presented to Savanah the Leonardo DaVinci Lodge check in the amount of
$6,817.13 from our April 27 fundraiser in support of SBF, she showed us the training facility and briefly
described the SBF program.
The SBF program is geared to assist veterans who have experienced combatrelated injuries, specifically PTSD or brain-related injuries. The process begins
when a veteran who experiences combat-related stress and other brain
injuries applies to enter the program. A team lead by a veteran manager
reviews the application and schedules an initial meeting. This meeting is to
assess whether the veteran is ready and committed to complete the program.
While most veterans are eager and ready, others many have reservations and
may need more time to seek help. When the veteran is ready to improve his/
her quality of life, the work begins. The manager works with the veteran in
identifying needs, schedules a home visit to ensure the safety and wellbeing
of both the veteran and the dog, and establishes a specific training plan. Once
the veteran’s needs are identified, the veteran’s manager will rely on the
adoption manager in pairing the dog based on the veteran’s needs.
Dogs are generally evaluated from local shelters and rescue groups and are
carefully selected potentially to be trained and do the work of a trained PTSD
service dog. Each dog meets specific criteria and most often is selected with
a veteran in mind. As it is nearly impossible to see all potential temperament
problems in a shelter environment, the animal is first housed in a foster
home.

From left, Savanah Tanner,
Marie Chiaramonte, Paula Pitruzzello,
and Antoinette Trifiro

The role of the foster volunteer is to help the adoptions manager evaluate
whether the dog is a suitable candidate for service dog training, to help calm
a stressed and anxious dog, and to help train it in household and public
manners as well as to assist the adoption manager in assessing the dog’s temperament and trainability,
and identifying any potential issues. The foster home is vital in bridging the link for a rescued shelter dog
between the dog’s previous existence and its new life with a veteran.

The training is geared to the veteran’s lifestyle, initially beginning at the facility, continuing outdoors, as
well as in public places such as stores, restaurants, and other places as the veteran’s lifestyle demands.
Of course, follow-up training is always available and best of all, it is all free to the veteran.
— Antoinette Trifiro
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President’s Message
Ciao Fratelli e Sorelle,
We have had a very successful first 6 months of my presidency. Since January 2019 we have added 14 new
members. Our first Veterans fundraiser was a huge success, and our Members Appreciation Luncheon on June 9
was enjoyed by everyone. Thank you for the success we are enjoying.
At our June Board Meeting, Anthony Trifiro was unanimously appointed to the position of Event/Volunteer
Coordinator.
If anyone would like to volunteer for any of our events please contact Anthony at
atrifiro@gmail.com. It takes many volunteers to put on the special events that we all enjoy.
There have been some unforeseen circumstances which warrant our having to fill two positions on the board.
One is the Financial Secretary. George Bruno has resigned the position. Thank you George and we hope the
best always for you. Gerry Garfagno has been filling in for him for the last 2 months. Gerry has done an
excellent job and hope we can vote him in permanently. Also, that leaves the Gerry’s Trustee position open.
Anthony Trifiro is a candidate, if anyone else is interested please email me before our July 14th meeting.
After our 4th of July indoor picnic we will be go on vacation the month of August. We will be back in full swing
in September.
Have a safe and enjoyable summer!
Ciao
Marie Chiaramonte

Happy Birthday Members
Mamie LaSpisa
Gloria Puccio
Pat Gill
Paula Pitruzzello
Antoinette Trifiro
Charles Sessa
Robert Russo
Palma Lohmeyer
Walt Galanty
Nancy Irato

July 11
July 12
July 19
July 27
July 29
July 31
August 11
August 14
August 19
August 25

Riddle of the Month:
Which is more valuable,
a paper dollar or a silver dollar?

Visit Our Website:
www.osiaazdavinci.org

Visit Our Facebook Page:
Sons of Italy - Leonardo Da Vinci Lodge OSIA@2992

Contact Us:

davincilodge2992@gmail.com

Have Something to Contribute to the Newsletter?
To write an article, submit a photo or request a correction to an
item, your submission must be received no later than the 20th of
the month prior to the next publication. Please e-mail your
request to Shirley Gotelli at 4bigsue@comcast.net or call
510-851-0384 for information.
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Member Appreciation Luncheon
We held our first annual DaVinci Lodge luncheon at Maggiano’s Little Italy in Scottsdale on June 9th. It was a lovely
opportunity to catch up with friends and meet our new members. The familiar, heavenly aroma of garlic, greeted us as
we entered the restaurant. Maggiano’s food and menu did not disappoint, serving stuffed mushrooms, salad, their
signature rigatoni (macaroni and gravy), and chicken piccata, featuring sautéed spinach and capers, topped off with
cake and simple palate cleansing lemon frosted cookies for dessert. An enjoyable time was had by all. Should we decide
to meet there again next year, let’s hope they serve the salad AFTER the meal.
— Tina Federico Rogak, DaVinci Lodge Member

Photos Courtesy Dawn Maisano
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From National . . .

The Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America Turns 114!
Originally called “Figli d’Italia,” the Order sons and Daughters of Italy in America was established in the Little
Italy neighborhood of New York city on June 22, 1905, by Vincenzo Sellaro, M.D., and five other Italian
immigrants who came to the United States during the great Italian migration (1880-1923).
Their aim was to create a support system for all Italian immigrants that would
assist them with becoming U.S. citizens, provide health/death benefits and
educational opportunities and offer assistance with assimilation in America. We
continue that mission through our National Supreme Lodge, sons of Italy
Foundation and Commission for Social Justice.
Today we are a national organization of men and women who represent the
estimated 26 million Americans of Italian heritage, dedicated to promoting our
culture, our traditions, our language, the legacy of our ancestors, and our
contributions to the U.S. and the world. With members and lodges across the
United States of America and Canada, we continue to be the largest and oldest
organization for people of Italian heritage.

An Italian Holiday
The Italian holiday "Ferragosto" is August 15, and is celebrated throughout Italy. It is an important Catholic
holiday, when the Blessed Mother was transported to Heaven. Almost every town in southern Italy, especially
Sicily, celebrate this event with processions, music and fireworks. August is the month when people in Italy
close their shops and go on vacation. Tutti in vacanza.
— Cathy Quagliata

Casino Trip
Upcoming Events
At A Glance
July General Mtg.
July 14
August Council Mtg.
August 6
No August General Meeting
Casino Trip
August 19
Sept. Council Mtg.
Sept. 3
Sept. General Mtg.
Sept. 8
Oct. Council Mtg.
Oct. 1
Oct. General Mtg.
Oct. 6
Columbus Day
Oct. 13/14
Nov. Council Mtg.
Oct. 29
Nov, General Mtg.
Nov. 3
Veterans Picnic
Nov. 9
Dec. Council Mtg.
Nov. 26
Dec. General Mtg.
Dec. 1
Christmas Party
Dec. 7

A Casino Trip to Fort McDowell Casino is
planned for August 19. It is by Express
Bus that makes stops in Phoenix,
Glendale, Peoria and Sun City. Cost is
$10.00 per person, payable in cash to
the bus driver. You will receive $25.00
in Free slot play.
If interested, please contact Cathy Quagliata at 602-923-7515 or
cquagliata@cox.net

Sunshine News
Get well wishes for a speedy recovery go out to
Frank Maisano and also to Deborah Forcine, who
recently had surgery. We are happy to hear that
Jim Vaughan is doing well after a recent trip to the
ER and that Santo Chiaramonte’s eye surgery went
very well.
— Nancy Irato
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Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992

Executive Council
Denny’s Restaurant
5161 Thunderbird Road
Glendale, AZ 85306
1st Tuesday of each month
6 PM Dinner. 7PM Meeting.
General Meeting
Ironworks Restaurant
(at Bell Air Golf Course)
17233 N. 45th Avenue
Glendale, AZ 85308
2nd Sunday of each month
2 PM

Executive Officers:
President
Vice President
Orator
Recording Secretary
Financial Secretary Interim
Treasurer
Immediate Past
President
Past President

Marie Chiaramonte
Jim Bolduc
Cathy Quagliata
Dawn Maisano
Gerry Carfagno
Paula Pitruzzello
Nick Battaglia
Antoinette Trifiro

ADVERTISING
Ad Size

Rate *

Member Rate*

Business Card
1/4 Page
1/2 Page
Full Page

$40
$60
$80
$100

$30
$50
$70
$90

* Per year
Please submit your ad to 4bigsue@comcast.net no later than the 20th of the month
prior to publication in the next month’s issue.

PUBLICATION
The Notizie DaVinci is published monthly and distributed to all DaVinci Lodge members and friends.
If you wish to make a submission for publication, please do so to Shirley Gotelli at 4bigsue@comcast.net
no later than the 20th of the month prior to publication in the next month’s issue.
Members’ comments, suggestions as well as written articles are encouraged and much appreciated.
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