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WHY CELEBRATE COLUMBUS DAY? 

COLUMBUS DAY recognizes the achievements of a great Renaissance explorer who founded the 
first permanent European settlement in the New World. The arrival of Columbus in 1492 marks the 
beginning of recorded history in America and opened relations between the Americas and the rest 
of the world. 

Columbus Day is one of America’s oldest holidays, and is a patriotic holiday. In 
fact, the Pledge of Allegiance was written in 1892 in honor of the 400th 
anniversary of Columbus’ first voyage. That year, President Benjamin Harrison 
declared Columbus Day a legal holiday. 

For much of its history, the United States considered Columbus a man worthy of 
admiration. Columbus Day is one of America’s oldest patriotic holidays, first 

celebrated in the 18th century. It was first celebrated on October 12, 1792, when 
the New York Society of Tammany honored Columbus on the 300th anniversary of his first voyage. 
America has more monuments to Columbus than any other nation in the world. 

Columbus celebrates the beginning of cultural exchange between America and Europe. After 
Columbus, millions of European immigrants brought their art, music, science, medicine, philosophy 
and religious principles to America. These contributions have helped shape the United States and 
include Greek democracy, Roman law, Judeo-Christian ethics and the belief that all men are 
created equal. 

ITALIAN AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH is celebrated every year to honor and recognize the 
centuries of achievements, successes, and valuable contributions of Italian immigrants and Italian 
Americans. It occurs in October to overlap with the federal holiday of Columbus Day, which is 
celebrated on the second Monday of each October. Italian American Heritage Month was first 
celebrated in 1989 by a special proclamation of both Congress and President George H. W. Bush. 

Over 5 million Italians immigrated to the United States between 1820 and 2000. Currently, there are 
over 26 million Americans of Italian descent residing in the United States. This makes Italian-
Americans the fifth largest ethnic group in our nation. Each year Italians around the country take 
time to celebrate their heritage, history, and culture with festivals and parades. The largest parade 
occurs on Columbus Day in New York City and has over 35,000 marchers.  

Visit Our Website: 
 www.osiaazdavinci.org  
Visit Our Facebook Page: 
 Sons of Italy - Leonardo Da Vinci Lodge OSIA@2992 
Contact Us: 
 davincilodge2992@gmail.com 

http://www.osiaazdavinci.org
mailto:davincilodge2992@gmail.com
http://www.osiaazdavinci.org
http://www.osiaazdavinci.org
mailto:davincilodge2992@gmail.com
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President’s Message 

Ben Tornati Fratelli e Sorelle,  

Our September General meeting started with a presentation given by Roy 
Cirincione from Soldiers Best Friend.   The information was very helpful, but the 
one fact that solidified our choosing this organization again for our 2020 
Veterans fundraiser was the heartwarming and 
heart-rending story of Larry and his dog, Dodger.   I 
believe there was not one person in the room who 
was not moved by the benefit provided to Larry 
through Soldiers Best Friend.  I am so thankful that we 
were able to be of help in contributing to the 
wellbeing of our veterans who suffer from PTSD and 
other mental issues.  We owe them much. If there 
was any doubt about the benefit that this 
organization provides, this presentation certainly 

dispelled them.   

The meeting afterwards seemed to take on a different tone.  I was glad that 
there was an openness and eagerness to share your thoughts with us.  There 
seems to be a consensus among you that we are doing much for our 
community, but most of you feel we are not doing enough for our members.  
Thank you for the open discussion.   It has always been the Council’s intention 
that we provide opportunities for our members to have fun and socialize 
together.  Your willingness to share ideas, concerns, and suggestions will be addressed at our next 
Council meeting.  Every effort will be made to make sure that we are concentrating just as much on 
the benefits to our members as we are to our community.    

New opportunities will be offered to you and we hope that many of you will participate.  However, 
these new programs are voluntary and will be offered whether lots of you or only a few decide to 
participate.  Some of you have expressed an interest in playing cards.  I would like to remind everyone 
that if you wish to stay after the meeting and socialize, play cards, learn Italian, etc. there is no reason 
that you cannot stay. The group may be small but that does not matter.  I would be more than happy 
to stay.  We have stayed late on other occasions and there was no issue.   There was a suggestion to 
go to Laughlin or Las Vegas.  We will look into these kinds of trips and let you know what the minimum 
number of people required to use a designated bus would be.    

I want to again express how excited and grateful I am that everyone is finally opening up and 
participating in the meetings. We are getting to where I had always hoped.   Grazie mille. 

I look forward to seeing you at our Columbus/Italian American Heritage celebration on October 13, 
2019 at our usual meeting time 2:00 pm at Macaroni Grill.   

Fraternally, 

Marie Chiaramon!, President 

 

Roy Cirincione  
of Soldiers Best Friend

Larry and Dodger
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Have Something to Contribute to the Newsletter? 

To include an article, submit a photo or request a correction to an item, your 
submission must be received no later than the 20th of the month prior to the next 
publication.  Please e-mail your request to Shirley Gotelli at 4bigsue@comcast.net 
or call 510-851-0384 for information.  Members’ comments, suggestions as well as 
written articles are encouraged and much appreciated. 

STEREOTYPING OF ITALIAN AMERICANS ON TELEVISION 

•Television is unbalanced in its presentation of Italian Americans, the nation’s fifth largest ethnic group, 
according to the U. S. Census Bureau, which it presents largely as criminals. 

•In the past two decades, only two national TV series have presented an Italian American as decent, ethical, 
and an all-around straight arrow: Daniel Travanti’s Captain Frank Furllo of “Hill Street Blues” (1982) and Joe 
Mategna’s Justice Joe Norvelli of “First Monday” (2002).  The latter was canceled after less than three 
months on the air. 

•The Emmy-award winning series “NYPD Blue” has permanent cast members who are African American, 
Hispanic, Jewish, Polish American, Irish and even gay.  There has never been a regular cast member playing 
an honest Italian American detective despite the fact that an estimated one in five policeman in New York 
city is Italian American, and the city itself has more Italian Americans than any city in the United States. 

•Documentaries that have nothing to do with crime work in a Mafia angle.  An A&E week-long series on 
family business empires featured the Rockefeller’s, the DuPonts, the Kelloggs and the Coors. The writers 
passed over the Gallo family that launched California’s wine industry, the Cafaro family that developed the 
shopping mall, and the Ghirardelli family that put American chocolate on par with Switzerland’s and chose 
instead the Gambino/Gotti crime family. 

•The dearth of respectable American fictional characters on television is matched by an equally puzzling 
exclusion of Italian Americans from documentaries about this country’s history and culture.  For example: 

•Italian Americans also: 

The Order of Sons of Italy in America (OSIA) is the biggest and oldest organization for men and women of 
Italian Heritage in the United States. Founded in 1905, today it has more than 600,000 members and supporters 
and a network of 700 chapters coast-to-coast. 

-  Contributed by Marie Chiaramonte  

➢ Two men of Italian descent signed the Declaration of Independence, 
➢ An Italian American founded the FBI, 
➢ Another discovered the AIDS virus, 
➢ And at least 24 Italian Americans earned the Medal of Honor.

➢ Sculpted the Lincoln Memorial, 
➢ Invented the Jacuzzi, 
➢ Established such major corporations as Barnes & Noble, Planters’ Peanut, 

Tropicana Orange Juice and the Bank of America, 
➢ And have a long tradition of public service as mayors governors, senators 

and congressmen and women. 

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2292 Announcements

OSDIA Arizona Lodges Scholarship 

Active members of all Arizona OSDIA Lodges are invited to encourage their children or grandchildren to 
apply for the OSDIA Arizona Lodges Scholarship. 

Applications are available by request (contact us at davincilodge2992@gmail.com ) and at our website: 
https://osiaazdavinci.org.  Applications must be postmarked no later than December 15, 2019.   

Italian Heritage/ColumbusDay Celebration  

In conformity with OSDIA's By-Laws, we will honor Columbus Day by celebrating "Italian Heritage Month" 
combined with a short General Meeting.  NOTE FROM PREZ MARIE:  Be sure to wear your Lodge Shirt !!  

Date:  Sunday, October 13, 2019 
Time:  2:00 PM 
Location:    Romano Macaroni Grill 
                     2949 W. Agua Fria's Fwy.   (Deer Valley Towne Center) 
                     Phoenix AZ 85027   (East of 35th Ave) 
                     Phone # 623-580-8681 
Donation: $20.00 per person  
  Check made out to Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992.  If paying by cash, exact amount please. 
RSVP:  RSVP no later than October 8th to Cathy at cquagliata@cox.net or 602-923-7515 

Menu:  Salad -  Choose one:  Green Salad or Caesar Salad 
  Beverage -  Choose one:  Soft Drinks, Ice Tea, and Regular/Decaf Coffee 
  Entrée -  Choose one: 
   CREATE YOUR OWN PASTA - Penne or Spaghetti 
    Choose one topping: 
     broccolini, roasted mushrooms, fresh spinach, roasted tomatoes 
   SAUSAGE RIGATONI 
    Italian sausage, mushrooms, Romano, red sauce 
   PASTA MILANO - with roasted garlic cream sauce 
    roasted chicken, sun-dried tomatoes, mushrooms, rigatoni 
  Light dessert -  Complements of Leonardo DaVinci Lodge. 

PLEASE NOTE:  THE OCTOBER 6 GENERAL MEETING IS CANCELED.

ON THE LIGHT SIDE 

Teacher:   If I gave you 2 cats and another 2 cats and another 2, how many would you have? 
Johnny:    Seven. 
Teacher:   No, listen carefully...If I gave you two cats, and another two cats and another two, how many would you 
have? 
Johnny:    Seven. 
Teacher :  Let me put it to you differently. If I gave you two apples, and another two apples and another two, how many      
     would you have? 
Johnny:    Six. 
Teacher:   Good. Now if I gave you two cats, and another two cats and another two, how many would you have? 
Johnny:    Seven! 
Teacher:  Johnny, where in the heck do you get seven from? 
Johnny:    Because I've already got a freaking cat!            - Contributed by Cathy Quagliata

mailto:davincilodge2992@gmail.com
https://osiaazdavinci.org
mailto:cquagliata@cox.net
mailto:cquagliata@cox.net
mailto:davincilodge2992@gmail.com
https://osiaazdavinci.org


Page �                                                         NOTIZIE DaVINCI                                          October 20195

 

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . .

Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992 

Executive Officers: 

President                  Marie Chiaramonte 
Vice President                    Jim Bolduc 
Orator                 Cathy Quagliata 
Recording Secretary         Dawn Maisano 
Financial Secretary           Gerry Carfagno 
Treasurer                 Paula Pitruzzello 
Immediate Past 
                  President           Nick Battaglia 

Upcoming Events At A Glance 

Oct. Council Mtg. Oct. 1 
Oct. General Mtg. Oct. 13 
Columbus Day Oct. 13 
Nov. Council Mtg. Oct. 29 
Nov, General Mtg. Nov. 3 
Veterans Picnic Nov. 10 
Dec. Council Mtg. Dec. 3 
Christmas Party Dec. 14 
La Befana Breakfast Jan. 11 
Super Bowl Party Feb. 2, 2020 
Carnevale Feb. 22, 2020 
Veterans Fundraiser May 2, 2020 

Happy Birthday Members !! 

James Vaughn                 October 1 
Santo Chiaramonte                 October 2 
Jan Gaudutis                 October 11 
Debra Vaughn                 October 13 
Cathy Quagliata                 October 16 
Sharon Russo                 October 21 
Eileen Attanucci                 October 24 
Tina Federico Rogak                 October 25 
Anna Marie Quagliata.             October 28 
Joseph Schembre                 October 31

Meeting Locations: 

            Council Meeting 
                   Denny’s Restaurant  
        5161 Thunderbird Road 
 Glendale, AZ  85306 
 1st Tuesday of each month 
 6 PM Dinner.  7PM  Meeting. 
            General Meeting 
 Ironworks Restaurant 
      (at Bell Air Golf Course) 
 17233 N. 45th Avenue 
 Glendale, AZ  85308  
 2nd Sunday of each month 
   2 PM  

Word of the Month 

Assaggiare  (ah-ss-ah-djah-rai) is one delicious verb: it means to 
taste, or try out, food. You may be familiar with expressions 
like fammi assaggiare! (Let me try it!) or assaggia la pasta prima di 
scolarla  (try the pasta before draining it), typical of all Italian 
kitchens. If you had the luck to grow up with an Italian grandma, 
then you probably have fond memories of when she’d let you 
taste the sugo while it was still simmering on the stove, by dipping 
a generous piece of bread in it:  “assaggia, e dimmi se va 
bene,”she’d say (taste it and tell me if it’s good), and it was 
always, always perfect.  

 Assaggiare is also a bit of a hipster word these days, because we 
all want to “assaggiare” new delicacies, try out new culinary 
trends: mi piacerebbe assaggiare la cucina mediorientale, (I’d 
like to try middle eastern cuisine) or  andiamo ad assaggiare la 
birra artigianale di quel pub  (let’s go try the artisanal beers that 
bar serves).  

But assaggiare has a long history behind: it was used for the first 
time in the 13th century and it is the compound of ad- and 
saggiare, which means  to experiment: it seems the association 
between   food and creativity typical of  Italian cuisine  is visible 
even in the words we use for it! 

Questo e’ il formaggio d’alpeggio: assaggialo, e’ buonissimo. 

This is a new mountain cheese: try it out, it’s delicious. 

Assagia il sugo per me e dimmi se va bene di sale. 

Taste the sauce for me and tell me if it needs any more salt. 

Hai già assaggiato la torta di mele di Michele? 

Have you tried Michele’s apple pie, yet? 

-  Contributed by Antoinette Trifiro
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INVITATION FROM LEONARDO DAVINCI LODGE 
JOIN OUR MEMBERS, FAMILY AND FRIENDS AT OUR ANNUAL PICNIC TO HONOR AND CELEBRATE 

OUR **VETERANS! 
      

WHEN: Sunday, November 10, 2019 
   
TIME: 10 AM -  4:00 PM 

WHERE: Rio Vista Community Park, Ramada #8 & 9 

ADDRESS:  8866 W Thunderbird Rd, Peoria, AZ  

RSVP: Kindly RSVP Gennaro Carfagno @ gcarfagno@aol.com  

COST: Lodge Member $12, Guests $15, Children from 6-12, $5, 
 5 and under Free.  Veterans enjoy a free meal on us!   

** ALL VETERANS ATTENDING, PLEASE PROVIDE BY OCTOBER 15, YOUR NAME, BRANCH OF 
SERVICE, AND RANK/DESIGNATION TO AL CARFORA,  alcarfora@cox.net.  

The menu includes Italian sausage and peppers sandwiches, hamburgers, salsa/chips, salads, soda, water, and 
coffee.  Members are under no obligation, however, please feel free bring a favorite side dish, fruit, or desserts for 
sharing with other members and guests at the event. We encourage members to invite family, friends, and 
neighbors to spend the day with us at Rio Vista Park. 

REMINDER: Payment should be made by check payable to the Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992.  To ensure 
enough food is purchased, we must have a total number of attendees by the November 1st deadline. Thank you. 

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . .

LEONARDO DAVINCI LODGE 2992 
Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America

mailto:alcarfora@cox.com
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ADVERTISING 

            

                    * Per year 
Please submit your ad to 4bigsue@comcast.net no later than the 20th of the month  

prior to publication in the next month’s issue.   

Ad Size Rate * Member Rate*

Business Card $40 $30

1/4 Page $60 $50

1/2 Page $80 $70

Full Page $100 $90

Vietnam Memorial 
The movable Vietnam Memorial visited Rio Vista Community Park in Peoria in September.  In light of Veterans Day 
approaching, below are photos of the impressive and somber monument to that piece of history.

It affects us all.   
Above, a cousin.   

Below, a childhood friend.

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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