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November 10, 2019: VETERANS’ DAY PICNIC
Rio Vista Park, Peoria, AZ

Honoring those veterans in attendance . . .

. . . MC’d by Chuck, Marie and Al

The Master Chefs, Jeff, Jim, Al . . . . . . . . .and John

Some of the smiles in attendance!
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President’s Message
Cari Fratelli e Sorelle,
Vi Auguro un Buon Natale e Felice Anno Nuovo
It seems that this year has flown by, and we are once again in the magical Christmas season.
We have been blessed with having had great times together throughout the year. We continue by
ending the year with Chuck and Toni Artino once again opening up their home for our Annual
Christmas Celebration. We are looking forward to a wonderful, fun-filled evening at the party on
Saturday, December 14. I hope to see all of you there.
Leonardo DaVinci Lodge, YOU, have made this year a wonderful experience with many memorable
moments that we will carry in our hearts throughout the coming years. Next year there will be even
more wonderful and fun activities for all of us. Thank you for a wonderful DaVinci year of celebrations!
We are certainly blessed to have so many members who are friends. We have worked hard to make
sure that each and every person is made to feel welcome and part of our DaVinci family. Our
activities, events, and socials have been many and fun. We have also been very active in our
community. We can be proud of ourselves. We are a caring family of American/Italians who not only
honor our heritage but also care about our community.
It is my deepest wish that each and every one of you have a Blessed Merry Christmas surrounded by
your loved ones and the love of family and friends, I hope Santa is good to you! May the joy of the
season be with all of you throughout the New Year.
I hope the New Year brings everyone, health, happiness, friendship and blessings.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 2020.

Fraternally, Blessings and love

Marie Chiaramon!, President

Visit Our Website:
www.osiaazdavinci.org
Visit Our Facebook Page:
Sons of Italy - Leonardo Da Vinci Lodge OSIA@2992
Contact Us:
davincilodge2992@gmail.com

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . .

Page 3

NOTIZIE DaVINCI

Upcoming Events At A Glance
Christmas Party
La Befana Breakfast
Super Bowl Party
Carnevale
Veterans Fundraiser

Dec. 14
TBA
Feb. 2, 2020
Feb. 22, 2020
May 2, 2020

Happy Birthday Members !!
Jeffrey Gennaro
Alice Tinnerello
Deborah Forcine
Anthony Morelli
Sandra Schembre
Joanne Roviaro
Frank Maisano
George Bruno
David Wallin
Jim Bolduc
Christopher Boyda

December 2
December 2
December 3
December 4
December 7
December 8
December 9
December 13
December 23
December 25
December 25

December 2019

Meeting Locations:
Council Meeting
Denny’s Restaurant
5161 Thunderbird Road
Glendale, AZ 85306
1st Tuesday of each month
6 PM Dinner. 7PM Meeting.
General Meeting
Ironworks Restaurant
(at Bell Air Golf Course)
17233 N. 45th Avenue
Glendale, AZ 85308
2nd Sunday of each month
2 PM

Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992
Executive Officers:
President
Vice President
Orator
Recording Secretary
Financial Secretary
Treasurer
Immediate Past
President
Past President

Marie Chiaramonte
Jim Bolduc
Cathy Quagliata
Dawn Maisano
Gerry Carfagno
Paula Pitruzzello
Nick Battaglia
Antoinette Trifiro

Sunshine Corner
Our thoughts and condolences go to Santo and Marie Chiaramonte
upon the passing of Santo’s sister.

Have Something to Contribute to the
Newsletter?
To include an article, submit a photo or request a
correction to an item, your submission must be
received no later than the 20th of the month prior
to the next publication.
Please e-mail your
request to Shirley Gotelli at 4bigsue@comcast.net
or call 510-851-0384 for information. Members’
comments, suggestions as well as written articles
are encouraged and much appreciated.
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Leonardo DaVinci Lodge 2992

Annual Christmas Party
Saturday, December 14, 2019, starting at 5 pm
Casa Artino
3845 E. Tracker Trail, Phoenix, AZ 85050
Tel: 480-473-8232
MENU
Antipasti, Baked Ziti, Grilled Steak OR Chicken, Green Bean; Italian Insalata
Mista; Desserts. Beverages: Coffee, Tea, Soda, Water, and Wine
Please Choose One Entre When Making Your Reservation and indicate your
choice of *Steak (Medium; Well; Rare) or *Grilled Chicken
If you would like to participate in the Gift Exchange Game, the value of the gift
is $10.00.
For information, please call Marie at 480-612-5823.
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Buon Natale
Felice, Prospero Anno 2020
Have an Italian Christmas
by Francesca Di Meglio from Italiansrus.com
Christmas has arrived. But it's not too late to make your Christmas an Italian one. Here are some last-minute tips
for doing just that:
Let them eat fish. Christmas Eve is the biggest holiday of the year for Italian Catholics, who are in the majority.
Unlike Catholics in other parts of the world, Italians refrain from eating meat on Christmas Eve. In fact, they fast
all day, and don't start eating the fish until the evening. Family and friends then gather to wait until Midnight
Mass and feast on at least seven fishes. Popular dishes include baccala (a salted cod fish), linguine with clam
sauce, and octopus. In Napoli, some people even make sure to have eel on the table. Italian Americans
sometimes include lobster and crab to spice up the meal. You can have Margherita pizza and cheese calzones
on hand for those who don't care for fish.
Put out a nativity scene. Italians favor presepe or nativity scenes to the traditional Christmas tree. Some of them
have both. But everyone has a nativity scene – and they place Jesus into the scene when the clock strikes
midnight on Christmas Eve.
Sing "Tu Scendi dalle Stelle". This song is the anthem for the holiday season in Italy. Think of it as their "Silent
Night." Once you get the song in your head, you'll be humming it all day.
Listen to the song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THoF5snnSvE
Bring the Baby Jesus from door to door. On Christmas Eve night in southern Italy, many town elders and their
families carry the baby Jesus – a large, life-size doll – from door to door for families to greet the Savior. This is like
their version of caroling. Sometimes, they sing. The families kiss the baby and offer their visitors drinks and
merriment. Since you probably don't know all your neighbors, as you would in the small towns of Italy, you
should probably only do this with your close friends and relatives. The first time I celebrated Christmas in Ischia,
this was among the nicest surprises. You get to wish everyone a joyous holiday while still remembering the
reason for the season.
Celebrate the Epiphany. In Italy, the holiday season officially ends on January 6, the day commemorating the
arrival of the three wise men in Bethlehem. On that day, Italians wait for La Befana, the Italian Christmas witch.
She brings thoughtful little surprises to good Italian boys and girls. Traditionally, she has placed pencils, walnuts,
and tangerines in the stockings of good children and coal in those who have been bad. In fact, she's been
around for centuries, whereas Babbo Natale (or Santa Claus) has only relatively recently started to visit Italian
children on Christmas.
Get in touch with your relatives in Italy. Give yourself the best holiday present of all: Time – on the phone or via
Webcam – with your family and friends in the homeland. You won't regret it.
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Coming Up: ANNUAL ELECTIONS
As you may know, at the March General Assembly meeting, we will hold elections for president and executive
board as well as other council positions. For new members who are not familiar with the process or as a
refresher to all of us, below is a summary of the eligibility requirements, open positions and job duties.
It is our hope you will give serious consideration to becoming a candidate for one or more position(s). It is the
membership who will determine the direction the Lodge will take in the coming year, the projects we want to
undertake and how to best promote the vision of the Leonardo DaVinci Lodge.
We hope you find this information helpful and will sincerely consider becoming a candidate in a position where
your skills and abilities can best serve the Lodge as well as give you a personal sense of achievement. If you
have any questions, please contact Jim Bolduc (Jimbolduc2554@gmail.com - 602-772-0456), who is managing
the election process this year.

----------------------------------------------------------------A. Who qualifies to be elected to office:
- Members in good standing***
**Good standing: dues are paid for the entire year.
- DaVinci Lodge members for at least 6 months
B Eligibility Requirement specific to the office:
1. President, Vice-President, Orator
- At least one year on the Board
- Members in good standing
- Ability to communicate with lodge members and public at large
2. Recording Secretary, Financial Secretary, Treasurer
- Members of the board for 6 months
- Members in good standing
- Lodge members for a minimum of one year
- Willingness to fulfill the duties as described in the by-laws
- Some budget/financial abilities
- Able to be bonded (Financial Secretary &Treasurer)
3. Trustees, Guard, Master/Mistress of Ceremony
- Must be a member of the Lodge for at least 6 months
- Members in good standing.
- Willingness to actively participate and contribute to the overall function of the lodge activities.
4. Requirements for Board Members:
- An interest in serving the Community in which you live.
- A commitment to uphold the bylaws of the Sons of Italy.
- The ability to listen and make informed decisions, as well as being able to communicate with other Board
members, members-at-large and the Grand Lodge.
- A commitment to attend regularly scheduled Board meetings as well as the additional time that may be
required to participate at Committee level.
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SPECIFIC DUTIES OF PRESIDENT, EXECUTIVE BOARD, AND BOARD MEMBERS
PRESIDENT - This is the highest-ranking officer and the leader of the Local Lodge.
Duties and Responsibilities:
Supervise the affairs &amp; activities of the lodge.
Represent the Lodge within the community.
Prepare a budget for adoption by the membership.
Present an annual report to the membership.
Prepare a tentative plan and schedule on a yearly basis.
Represent the Lodge at all state and national meetings.
Distribute material received from state and national mailings.
Announce Lodge projects to the public.
Answer all correspondence promptly.
Write a personal article for Lodge publications.
Establish a personal association with all members.
VICE PRESIDENT - Assists the President; takes President’s place when the President is absent or unable to act.
Duties and Responsibilities:
Institute/assist in programs.
Ensure activities are planned and executed to standard procedures.
Provide encouragement, leadership and assistance to other officers.
Oversee work of officers and committee chairs; report to the president regarding same.
ORATOR - Interprets and clarifies by-laws.
Duties and Responsibilities:
Assist president as liaison with community government.
Be well-versed in Lodge, state and national bylaws.
Direct contact with members regarding all laws governing the Order.
RECORDING SECRETARY – Custodian of the archives; keeper of the seal of the Local Lodge.
Duties and Responsibilities:
Take and record the minutes of the meetings of the Council and the assembly; distributes said minutes timely.
Prepare meeting agendas with president.
Maintain attendance records and Lodge calendar.
Maintain proper supplies for each Lodge function.
To care for correspondence and write letters by the President or other higher officer in the ranking units of the
Order.
*Supervise DaVinci Lodge newsletter.
*Prepare and maintain up to date the membership roll of the Local Lodge and membership data on OSIA
website.
*These duties have currently been managed by someone else.
FINANCE SECRETARY – Collector and accountant of the Local Lodge and works closely with both the president,
treasurer and committee chairs.
Duties and Responsibilities:
Collects dues, writes orders of payment to present to Treasurer.
Maintains financial records.
Provides membership with detailed monthly report of income/expenses.
Prepares quarterly financial report to State Financial Secretary, if applicable, and pays per capita tax each
quarter.
Establish budget with President.
Assist in establishing project budgets with chairpersons.
Maintain a working cash-flow.
Files IRS Form 990 annually.
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TREASURER - Custodian of the funds of the Local Lodge.
Duties and Responsibilities:
Receives all monies collected, issues receipts, and deposits funds in bank accounts.
Records and keeps updated the Cash Book recording the Lodge monthly income and expenses.
Issues and signs checks.
TRUSTEES (5) - Trustees supervise the affairs of the Local Lodge & are members of the Council.
Duties and Responsibilities:
To act as “control center” for the Lodge.
Guide and supervise programs, activities.
Handle administrative details. Act as fiduciary oversight.
To manage and encourage members to be active and productive.
Provide motivation within the membership .
To be an example of leadership.
MASTER / MISTRESS OF CEREMONY
Duties and Responsibilities:
Officers of the Local Lodge who participate in ceremonial activities.
SERGEANT AT ARMS - Doorkeeper of the Lodge.
Duties and Responsibilities:
To exclude strangers from the meetings of the assembly, and to admit those members who have identified
themselves.
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Two For Your Funny Bone . . .
Why are so many Italian men called Tony?
When they ship them over from the Old Country, they stamp 'To N.Y'. on them.
Two Italian men get on a bus one day. As they sit down they become engaged in an animated conversation.
The woman sitting behind them ignores them at first, but she starts to listen intently when she hears one of the
men say the following:
"Emma come first. Den I come. Den two asses come together. I come once-a-more. Two asses, they come
together again. I come again and pee twice. Then I come one lasta time."
"You foul-mouthed swine," said the woman indignantly. "In this country we don't talk about our sex lives in
public!"
"Hey, coola down lady," said the man. "Who talkin' abouta sexa? I'm a justa tellin' my frienda how to spella
'Mississippi'."
ADVERTISING

Ad Size

Rate *

Member Rate*

Business Card
1/4 Page
1/2 Page
Full Page

$40
$60
$80
$100

$30
$50
$70
$90

* Per year
Please submit your ad to 4bigsue@comcast.net no later than the 20th of the month
prior to publication in the next month’s issue.
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