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Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992 

  Executive Officers: 

   President     Marie Chiaramonte 
   Vice President    Jim Bolduc 
   Orator    Donna Finocchio 
   Recording Secretary          
    Toni Artino 
    RoseVizcarro 
Financial Secretary            
    Michela Rogers 
Treasurer    Gennaro Carfango 
Immediate Past 
         President     Nick Battaglia 
Past President     Antoinette Trifiro 
     
Meeting Locations: 

   Council Meeting 
      Denny’s Restaurant  
      5161 Thunderbird Road 
      Glendale, AZ  85306 
      1st Tuesday of each month 
            6 PM Dinner.  7PM  Meeting. 
             
   General Meeting 
         2nd Sunday of each month.   
 2 PM.  
         Location to be Determined 
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E-Mail :   
              davincilodge2992@gmail.com                   
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              P.O. Box 5153 
              Peoria, AZ. 85385                                               
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               osiaazdavinci.org 
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               www.osia.org  
Facebook Page: 

Sons of Italy - Leonardo DaVinci                  
Lodge OSIA@2992 

Newsletter Editor:  Shirley Gotelli  
  

              Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992 

          Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America 

          NOTIZIE DaVINCI - VIEWS AND NEWS 
      HONORING OUR HERITAGE - SHARING OUR CULTURE 

  
 Volume 4,  Issue 7 - 8                 __   __                  July - August 2020      

  Where to Find It, page 2

Ferragosto 

Ferrgosto, or Assumption Day, is an Italian national holiday and holy day 
of obligation in the Catholic Church.  Celebrated on August 15, 
Ferragosto is the height of the Italian vacation season.  While many 
businesses in the larger cities may be closed, museums and tourist shops 
will be open and bustling. 

Millions of Italians take their annual vacation in the two weeks before or 
after August 15, meaning highways, airports, train stations, and beaches 
will be packed to the gills.  Around September 1, when Italians go back 
to work and kids get ready to return to school, businesses go back to 
regularly scheduled hours and practices. 

Ferragosto originates from Feriae Augusti, the festival of emperor 
Augustus, who made the 1st of August a day of rest after the weeks of 
hard work of the agricultural sector.  It became a custom for the workers 
to wish their employers "buon ferragosto" and they would get a 
monetary bonus.  This became law during the Renaissance throughout 
the papal states.  As the festivity was created for political reasons, the 
Catholic Church decided to move the festivity to the 15th of August, 
which is the Assumption of Mary, allowing them to include this in the 
festivity.  The festivity was also used by Mussolini to give the lower classes 
the possibility to visit cultural cities or go to the seaside for one to three 
days, from the 14th of August to the 16th, by creating "holiday trains" 
with extremely low cost tickets, for this holiday period.  Food and board 
was not included; this is why even today Italians associate packed 
lunches and barbecues with this day.  By metonymy, it is also the 
summer vacation period around mid-August, which may be a long 
weekend (ponte di ferragosto) or most of August. Up until around 10 
years ago, 90% of companies, shops and industries closed, but, with the 
growing influence from other non-Catholic countries, and the fact that 
closing an entire country's industry for a whole month meant an 
incredible loss of money and a backlog of work, most companies now 
close for around two weeks, forcing all workers to take imposed 
vacation, similarly for the 25th of December. 

— From Wikipedia 
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Happy Birthday, Members! 

   Gloria Puccio July 12       
   Pat Gill July 19 
   Paula Pitruzzello July 27 
   Antoinette Trifiro July 29 
   Charles Sessa July 31 
   Robert Russo August 11 
   Palma Lohmeyer August 14 
   Walt Galanty August 19 
   Bill Lohmeyer August 24 
   Nancy Irato August 25 

Ciao cari Fratelli, Sorelle e amici, 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL OUR JULY AND AUGUST 
MEMBERS. 

Happy 4th of July.   Celebrating this holiday was 
perhaps even more important this year - we are more 
aware than ever how much our freedom means to 
every one of us.  We are not islands, indeed we all 
need each other - and together we are  healthier 
and happier.  As you all celebrated the  4th of July this 
year hopefully you did it safely - wearing a mask and 
observing  social distancing.  Protecting others is 
protecting yourself and visa versa. 

As we all know this pandemic has not stopped: 
despite the view by some that the heat would kill the 
virus, it has not.   Please keep safe.  We all want to get 
with our family and friends - I for one will continue  to 
isolate.. for me it has always been better safe than 

sorry.  What happens in the near future as far as all of 
us getting together - we cannot say.  It may be OK by 
September - but it remains to be seen.   

A Zoom Video meeting is very likely the way to go if 
this continues into the fall.  Zoom is a free application 
that can be downloaded.  Gerry Carfagno has the 
means to help all of us to get on and see and talk 
with each other.   We had our first get together in 
June and will again have one in July and August,  
most likely at the time and date of our normal general 
meetings.   I hope you can join us.    

Please be safe. - HAVE A HAPPY AND 
HEALTHY SUMMER  -  

Marie Chiaramonte 
President, Leonard DaVinci Lodge #2992 

President’s Message
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Have Something to Contribute to the Newsletter? 

To include an article, submit a photo or request a correction to an item, your submission must be 
received no later than the 20th of the month prior to the next publication.  Please e-mail your request to 
Shirley Gotelli at 4bigsue@comcast.net or call 510-851-0384 for information.  Members’ comments, 
suggestions as well as written articles are encouraged and much appreciated. 

Sunshine Corner 

Sending get well wishes to 
Nancy Irato following eye 
surgery, to Chuck and Toni Artino 
and Gayle Bruno and family for 
recovering from Covid-19 quickly, t o S a l 
Pitruzzello, who got a pace maker and has 
pneumonia, and Gloria Puccio for returning 
home from the hospital after a blood 
pressure scare.  Maria Panzera has broken 
her arm. 

Wishing Santo and Marie Chiaramonte a 
safe trip to New York. 

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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From Cathy Quagliata: 

I AM A SEENAGER  (SENIOR TEENAGER) 
I have everything that I wanted as a teenager, only 60 years later 
I don't have to go to work or school 
I get an allowance every month 
I have my own pad.  I don't have a curfew 
I have a driver's license and my own car 
The people I hang out with are not scared  
 of getting pregnant, and they don't use drugs 
And, I do not have acne. 

LIFE  IS GREAT! 

Alfred Zampa was born March 12, 1905 in Selby, 
California, the first son of Italian immigrants Emilio and 
Maria Zampa.  Selby was, like many towns in the area at 
the time, a company town, the ward of the Selby 
Smelting & Lead Company.  The first Carquinez bridge, 
built in 1927 (to date there have been three; the second 
and third are much newer, replacing the first) and the 
longest highway bridge at the time, was special to Al 
Zampa because it was a hometown project and 
because he learned the bridge building trade there. 

Spanning the Carquinez Strait at the Northern end of the 
San Francisco/San Pablo Bay and connecting the towns 
of Crockett to the south and Vallejo to the north, the 
bridge is located at the mouth of waters that eventually 
become the Sacramento River. 

Al Zampa helped build several of the San Francisco Bay 
Area bridges as well as some smaller ones in Texas and 
Arizona.  In the 1930’s he worked on the Oakland-San 
Francisco Bay Bridge and the Golden Gate Bridge. Bridge 
building in those days was famously fatal, as Zampa told 
the San Francisco Chronicle in 1986: “Anytime someone 
got killed on the job, we’d go jittery and go home for the 
day. We’d wonder, is it our turn next?  If we got hurt, we 
couldn’t get no insurance, no welfare or nothing, until the 
union came up.  I don’t know where I’d be without the 
union.” 

In October of 1936 Zampa fell from the Golden Gate 
Bridge and lived to the tell the story. He slipped on a wet 
piece of iron, flipped backwards three times and hit the 
safety net, but it was loose and Zampa crashed into the 
rocky Marin County shore. After a long recovery he 

went back to work on Bay Area bridges and construction 
projects.  His work, larger than life personality and the fall 
made him a minor celebrity.  A man who fell to his death 
at the Golden Gate was said to have “gone to hell”, so 
the Halfway to Hell Club was formed for survivors of falls 
into the nets at the bridge.  By December of 1936 there 
were 10 members, Al Zampa being one.  By the time the 
bridge was finished, there were 19 members. 

The third of the Carquinez spans is named after Al Zampa: 
the Al Zampa Memorial Bridge.  
With an increase in vehicle traffic, 
the second was opened in 1958 
and accommodates the 
eastbound traffic into Vallejo, while 
the original accommodated the 
westbound.  It was finally 
determined that the original bridge 
was unsafe and so was replaced 
with a third span, opening in 2003, 
three years after Al Zampa’s 
death, which occurred just a few 
weeks after its groundbreaking.   
The original span was subsequently 
torn down.  Al Zampa’s two sons 
worked on the third span. 

Editor’s Note:  At the time of construction of the third 
span, my daughters lived in a care home in St. Helena, 
California.  As such, our route to their home took us over 
the Carquinez Strait, and we had the pleasure of 
watching the bridge going up.  Indeed an interesting 
process over the three years of construction, and quite 
educational!

An Italian of Note:  Alfred Zampa

Excerpted from ”Spanning the Strait: Building the Alfred Zampa Memorial Bridge”
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A four-year-old child, whose next door 
Neighbor was an elderly gentleman, who had recently 

lost his 
Wife.  Upon seeing the man cry, the little boy went into 

the old  
Gentleman’s yard, climbed onto his lap, and just sat 

there. 
When his mother asked him what he had 

Said to the neighbor, the little boy just said, “Nothing, I just 
Helped him cry.” 

 

Teacher Debbie Moon’s first graders were 
Discussing a picture of a family.  One little boy in the 

picture 
Had a different hair color than the other members.  One 

of her 
Students suggested that he was adopted. 

A little girl said,”I know all about 
Adoption.  I was adopted.” 

“What does it mean to be adopted?” asked 
Another child. 

“It means”, said the girl, “that you grew  
In your mommy’s heart instead of her tummy.” 

 

On my way home one day, I stopped  
To watch a Little League baseball game that was being 

played in a 
Park near my home.  As I sat down behind the bench on 

the first- 
Base line, I asked on of the boys what the score was. 

“We’re behind 14 to nothing”, he answered with a smile. 
“Really”, I said.  “I have to say you don’t look very 

discouraged. 
“Discouraged?” The boy asked with a  

Puzzled look on his face.  “Why should we be 
discouraged?   

We haven’t been up to bat yet.” 

 

Whenever I’m disappointed with my spot  
In life, I stop and think about little Jamie Scott. 

Jamie was trying out for a part in the  
School play. His mother told me  

That he’d set his heart 
On being In it, although she feared he would not be 

chosen. 
On the day the parts were awarded, I went 

With her to collect him after school. Jamie rushed up to 
her, 

Eyes shining with pride and excitement.  “Guess what, 
Mom,” he  

Shouted, and then said the words that will remain a lesson 
to me, 

“I’ve been chosen to clap and cheer.” 

 

An eye witness account from New York City, 
On a cold day in December, 
Some years ago: a little boy,  

About ten years old, was standing before a shoe store on 
The roadway, barefooted, peering through the window, 

and shivering with cold. 
A lady approached the young boy and said, 

“My, but you’re in such deep thought staring in that 
window!” 

“I was asking God to give my a pair of shoes,” 
Was the boy’s reply. 

The lady took him by the hand,  
went into the store, 

And asked the clerk to get half a dozen pairs of socks 
For the boy.  She then asked if he could give her  

A basin of water  
And a towel.  He quickly brought them to her. 

She took the little fellow to the back 
Part of the store and, removing her gloves, knelt down, 

washed his little feet, and dried them with the towel. 
By this time the clerk had returned with 

The socks.  Placing a pair upon the boy’s feet, she  
Purchased him a pair of shoes. 

She tied up the remaining socks 
And gave them to him.  She patted him on the head 

And said, “No doubt you will be more comfortable now.” 
As she turned to go, the astonished kid 

Caught her by the hand, and looking up into her face, 
With tears in his eyes, asked her, 

“are you God’s wife?” 

From Antoinette Trifiro: 

God’s Wife 

Author and lecturer Leo Buscaglia once talked about a contest he was asked to judge. 
The purpose of the contest was to find the most caring child. 

The winners were: 
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION WITH US !! 
          Non-Member         Member 

Business Card $40 $30 
1/4 Page $60 $50 
1/2 Page $80 $70 
Full Page $100 $90 

   Prices quoted are per year.  Please submit your ad to 4bigsue@comcast.net  
       no later than the 20th of the month prior to publication in the next month’s issue. 

Please Support Our Advertisers !!!

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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