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    Toni Artino 
    Rose Vizcarro 
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    Michela Rogers 
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               P.O. Box 5153 
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Website: 
               osiaazdavinci.org 
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               www.osia.org  
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An Italian of Note 

Sophia Loren Returns to the Big Screen  
in New Movie Directed by Her Son 

Yes, you read the title correctly! The one and only award-winning 
actress and model, Sophia Loren has returned to the screen for the first 
time in over a decade and we couldn't be more excited! She is doing 
it for a very special person too! Her son, Edoardo Ponti, is a director 
and will feature his mother in the Italian movie La Vita Davanti (The Life 
Ahead).  

The movie will feature Sophia as Madame Rose, an individual who 
survived the Holocaust in real life and became friends with a 12-year-
old Senegalese boy. The 84-year-old actress is currently filming the 
movie in Italy and giving it all she's got.  She has been working up to 10 
hours at a time on set!  What better director to have than your son?  
Sophia expressed her feelings about her son directing the movie 
to Variety. She stated, “He knows me so well. He knows every inch of 
my face, my heart, my soul. He will only move on to the next shot when 
I hit my deepest truth.” 

— From Facebook Hardcore Italian Post 
Contributed by Antoinette Trifiro
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President’s Message

Hello, DaVinci Lodge Friends! 

It has been way too long since we all met and enjoyed 
each other’s company.  This Covid has taken lot out of 
each one of us, but my hope is that you are al well and 
have found a way of socializing, even if it by phone or  e-
mail or virtual . . . I was sure things would have been better 
by now and we would be getting together.  However, it 
seems that we may have to wait a bit longer before it 
would be comfortable to do so.  In the meantime, we can 
still connect with each other through phone calls, video 
calls and small group gatherings.  What do you think about 
perhaps doing virtual cooking demonstrations?  We may 
want to try this if there is any interest.  A brief survey (page 3) 
is included in this newsletter requesting your feedback on 
several items.  Please take time to fill it out and return it to 
me. 

In the middle of this lockdown, we were blessed to be able 
to welcome our granddaughter, Adelina, into our catholic 
family.  She chose to be confirmed, and we are so happy 
for her . . . of course I am enormously proud to have been 
chosen to be her sponsor.  For those of you who know my 
grandchildren, you know that this is indeed an incredibly 
special blessing. 

As many of you know, Santo and I are in New York for the 
next two months. We are fulfilling one of the items on our 
bucket list.  We are renting a small apartment in Brooklyn.  
Timing is terrible with Covid and all, but opportunities came, 
and we must take them when they do.  It is amazing here 
about how people are reacting to the pandemic. 99% of 
the people walking the streets wear masks; if you do not, 
there is a $50 fine.  They limit people coming into stores, take 
temperatures, give you hand sanitizers, and make sure you 
have a mask, or they give you one,  All restaurants are 
outdoor dining only, with social distancing and mandatory 
masks to be worn until the food comes.  People are not  

objecting to any of this as far as we have seen. Of course, I 
am sure there are those exceptions.  We are not getting the  
full experience of being in New York City, but we are 
enjoying being with family and being able to walk. 

It is officially autumn here, as far as I am concerned.  The 
clothes I took for late fall I must use now.  The weather is a 
cool 65 . . . cold for me, but Santo is in heaven.  We took a 
subway ride into Manhattan last week; never saw so few 
people on the subway trains.  Also, there are people on the 
subway and in the stations handing out masks and gloves . .  
free.  Now that really is a first — something free in New York. 

There is no shortage of great food here; our niece is a great 
cook, and we have been enjoying pasta dishes (I forgot 
there were so many different ones) every day of the week 
— along with our meats and fish and vegetables and great 
fresh bread from the bakery around the corner.  We top off 
the evening with espresso and freshly made pastries from 
the famous Villabate Bakery —baba au Rum, sfogliatelle, or 
cannoli, etc. etc.  Yum.  I keep trying not to eat them every 
night, but it has not worked. 

Marie Chiaramonte 
President,  
Leonard DaVinci Lodge #2992 

More Photos, Page 4
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Happy Birthday, Members! 

   Ginger Carfora      Sept. 4     
   Gennaro Carfagno Sept. 5 
   Lois Schick      Sept. 12 
   Dawn Maisano      Sept. 20 
   Toni Artino      Sept. 25 
   Santo Chiaramonte Oct. 2 
   Cathy Quagliata      Oct. 16 
   Eileen Attanucci      Oct. 24 
   Tina Federico Rogak    Oct. 25 
   Anna Marie Quagliata      Oct. 28 
   Joseph Schembre      Oct. 31 

Sunshine Corner 

Sending get well wishes to 
Chuck Artino.  He is recovering 
from gallbladder surgery.  Also 
to Debbie Gundacker who is 
recovering from back surgery.  Our 
condolences go to Eddie Panzera on the 
loss of his brother.  Cathy and Joe Quagliata 
had a pleasant visit with Gloria Puccio.  She 
is doing well and happy to be home.  And, 
finally, spotted at the Farmers’ Market at 
99th and Bell on October 1,  Jim Bolduc, 
below, is recovering well from hip surgery. 

— Cathy Quagliata,  

Survey 

Prez Marie is asking for your input on the following. 
Please send your answers to her at davincilodge2992@gmail.com 

Should DaVinci Lodge engage in: 

Virtual meetings   yes no 
Virtual cooking demo   yes no  
The Veterans’ Picnic   yes no 
Christmas party   yes no 

When to reopen for face-to-face meetings? 
Your suggestions for anything else. 

Another Italian of Note 

Gianni Morandi is an Italian pop singer, actor, television 
personality, showman, composer and songwriter.  He was born 
on December 11 1944 (age 75) in Monghidoro, Emilia-Romanga, 
Italy. He made his singing debut in 1962, has starred in films, and 
his popularity continues today.  Songs include:  “Fatti mandare 
dalla mamma,”  “Se non averse piu te,” Non son degno di te.” 

These days Gianni Morandi is in Palermo, and on Facebook the 
Bolognese singer published a selfie in front of the Zisa Castle, with 
a declaration of love for the city.  “Palermo is a splendid city.  
How beautiful is the Zisa and Palermo.  I have been coming here 
for more than fifty years, but I had never visited one of its jewels, 
the Castello della Zisa, built by the Arabs nine hundred years 
ago.   This 12th century palace features elaborate arches along 
the front facade and the “Fountain Room”, which is the castle’s 
main reception area that reaches two stories in height. A marvel 
of many in this city . . . . 

— Contributed by Antoinette Trifiro
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Have Something to Contribute to the Newsletter? 

To include an article, submit a photo or request a correction to an item, your submission must be 
received no later than the 20th of the month prior to the next publication.  Please e-mail your request to 
Shirley Gotelli at 4bigsue@comcast.net or call 510-851-0384 for information.  Members’ comments, 
suggestions as well as written articles are encouraged and much appreciated. 

News From Arizona Lodges 

We wish to announce that the OSDIA Lodges Committee have selected the winner of the 2020 Scholarship. 
The award is in the amount of  $1.200.00. It was funded as a joint activity of the four (4) Arizona Lodges. Albert 
Bilotti Lodge; Leonardo DaVinci Lodge; Old Pueblo Lodge and Scottsdale Lodge. 

Two (2) applications were received by the April 30, 2020 deadline.  One applicant was sponsored by a current 
member of Albert Bilotti Lodge, Mesa and the other by a current member of the Old Pueblo Lodge, Tucson.  
The essays were reviewed by the National Office and a recommendation was made based on this 
evaluation. 

The recipient of this award is Helen Letizia .   She   was nominated by her grandfather Gordon Letizia, who is a 
member and Board Official of Albert Bilotti Lodge in Mesa. 

Since it is not possible to hand her the award at a special gathering, it will be presented to her by Gordon 
Letizia.   

Helen will be attending Northern Arizona University.  Our best wishes for much success in her future studies. 

— Cathy Quagliata

Around and About New York City With Marie and Santo

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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ITALIAN AMERICAN HERITAGE MONTH 

  

Italian American Heritage Month is celebrated every year to honor and recognize the centuries of 
achievements, successes, and valuable contributions of Italian immigrants and Italian Americans.  It occurs in 
October to overlap with the federal holiday of Columbus Day (in those states where it is observed), 
celebrated on the second Monday of each October.  Italian American Heritage Month was first celebrated in 
1989 by a special proclamation of both Congress and President George H. W. Bush.  

Columbus Day recognizes the achievements of a great Renaissance explorer who founded the first 
permanent European settlement in the New World.  The arrival of Columbus in 1492 marks the beginning of 
recorded history in America and opened relations between the Americas and the rest of the world.  
Columbus Day is one of America’s oldest holidays and is a patriotic holiday.   In fact, the Pledge of Allegiance 
was written in 1892 in honor of the 400th anniversary of his first voyage.  That year, President Benjamin Harrison 
declared Columbus Day a legal holiday. 

Over 5 million Italians immigrated to the United States between 1820 and 2000.  Currently, there are over 26 
million Americans of Italian descent residing in the United States.  This makes Italian-Americans the fifth largest 
ethnic group in our nation. 

Currently, the Commission for Social Justice is collecting signatures to Save Columbus Day.  With our holiday 
consistently under attack, the Commission is asking the White House to rededicate the Presidency to both the 
holiday and to our community.  We also ask the President to host an official yearly signing ceremony in 
celebration of Columbus Day, the Italian American Community, and the importance of the immigrant 
experience in the making of our great nation.  Columbus Day represents not only the accomplishments and 
contributions of Italian Americans, but also the indelible spirit of risk, sacrifice, and self-reliance of a great 
Italian icon that defines the United States of America. 

Each year Italians around the country take time to celebrate their heritage, history, and culture with festivals 
and parades.  The largest parade occurs on Columbus Day in New York City, and past years has had over 
35,000 marchers!  Due to Covid-19, it is unlikely there will be public festivals around the country this year. 

— Contributed by Antoinette Trifiro



Page                                                       NOTIZIE DaVINCI                         September - October 20206

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . .

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION WITH US !! 
          Non-Member         Member 

Business Card $40 $30 
1/4 Page $60 $50 
1/2 Page $80 $70 
Full Page $100 $90 

   Prices quoted are per year.  Please submit your ad to 4bigsue@comcast.net  
       no later than the 20th of the month prior to publication in the next month’s issue. 

Please Support Our Advertisers !!!

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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