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Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992 

  Executive Officers: 

President     Marie Chiaramonte 
Vice President       Jim Bolduc 
Orator    Donna Finocchio 
Recording Secretary          
    Toni Artino 
    Rose Vizcarro 
Financial Secretary            
    Michela Rogers 
Treasurer    Gennaro Carfagno 
Immediate Past 
         President       Nick Battaglia 
Past President    Antoinette Trifiro 
     
Meeting Locations: 

   Council Meeting 
      Denny’s Restaurant  
      5161 Thunderbird Road 
      Glendale, AZ  85306 
      1st Tuesday of each month 
            6 PM Dinner.  7PM  Meeting. 
             
   General Meeting 
        2nd Sunday of each month.   
 2 PM.  
        Location to be Determined 

   For Information: 

E-Mail :   
              davincilodge2992@gmail.com                   
Mailing Address:  
               P.O. Box 5153 
               Peoria, AZ. 85385                                               
Website: 
               osiaazdavinci.org 
National Website: 
               www.osia.org  
Facebook Page: 

Sons of Italy - Leonardo DaVinci                  
Lodge OSIA@2992 

Newsletter Editor:  Shirley Gotelli  
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!!! PICNIC !!! 
IT’S BEEN A LONG TIME SINCE WE’VE BEEN TOGETHER ! 

Leonardo DaVinci Lodge is having a get together 
to reconnect with friends at a safe distance.  

 Members Only, Please 

Date:   Sunday – December 6, 2020 
Time:   1:00 PM 

Place:  Paseo Highland Park  
  3435 W. Pinnacle Peak Rd. (35th Ave.) 
             Phoenix, AZ 85027  

We will meet at the above park,  
but it will be in an open field instead of in a Ramada.  

There are two (2) entrances into the park – one from 35th Ave.  
and one from Pinnacle Peak Rd.  

Look for our banners and others signs to direct you to the exact location.    

Please bring your own chair and anything else for your comfort. 

Wear Your Mask ! 

As a thank you for your understanding and patience during this unusual 
time, the DaVinci Lodge would like to treat all the members that will 

attend with a restaurant-prepared packaged lunch, a beverage and  
a special treat.  More details about the menu to follow.  

Please RSVP  by Wednesday, December 2 

Cathy Quagliata:  602-923-7515;   cquagliata@cox.net 
Paula Pitruzzello:    Call or text  623-703-0634 

mailto:davincilodge2992@gmail.com
http://osiaazdavinci.org
http://www.osia.org
mailto:cquagliata@cox.net
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President’s Message

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

I hope you are all in good health and enjoying 
the cool weather. 

First, let me wish all of you a happy and healthy 
Thanksgiving Celebration.   I know this year will 
not be the usual due to COVID-19, and we will 
need to limit the number of people that sit at our 
tables, but that is ok because everyone 
understands the need to do things differently this 
year. We will all have our friends and family in 
our hearts and pray that we can all be together 
next Thanksgiving. 

Though the wish may be late, extending my best 
wishes to all our Veterans for happy Veterans 
Day. Thank you all for your service.   We 
appreciate you and thank you for being with us. 

We have not been able to get together for 
almost 9 months - it seems forever, and it does 
not look like this pandemic is going away any 
time soon.   Along with limiting our social 
activities, we still need to wear masks, adhere to 
social distancing, and wash our hands 
frequently.    We need to accept life as it is 
today; however, we also need to find other 
ways of staying in touch with each other.  
Socializing is an essential means of staying 
healthy and happy.   To this end, I would like to 
start the meetings again safely.  I hope you will 
give the idea some consideration.  

I propose having a general meeting at the park 
(see Cathy Quagliata’s announcement on 
page 1). so that we can all feel safe by wearing 
masks and adhering to social distancing. From 
what I understand, meetings held in an open 
area are the safe way to proceed right now. If 
we all adhere to the safety guidelines, we will be 
protected while together! My idea is to meet in 
an open area where there is plenty of space for 
us to keep our distance but still be able to 
socialize. The Lodge will provide a restaurant 
bought box lunch and bottled water – no food 
will be cooked on-site; everything will be 
packaged and/or sealed. Hopefully, taking 
these safety measures  will   encourage you to 
join us - your safety and well-being are utmost 
whenever we propose any type of activity. This 
said, I hope you will join us on Sunday, 
December 6th at 1:00 PM at Paseo Highland 
Park, 3435 W Pinnacle Peak Rd, Phoenix, AZ 
85027. 

I am looking forward to seeing all of you again.  
It has been too long, my friends. Take care of 
yourselves - you are much thought of. 

Fraternally, 

Marie Chiaramonte  
President

Vice-President’s Message 

Hello all. Well November is here already. I miss all of your faces. It’s time to 
thaw out the turkey and cheddar bread for stuffing. Be very careful of all the 
seating with the pandemic still at large. Small gatherings if any. I for one miss 
visiting family. But having underlying conditions I have to be careful. Social 
distancing. Mask up. Hand sanitizer and so on. With the beautiful weather this 
time of year we’re choosing a park tat which o meet. I think it’s time we should 
get together outside and enjoy each other’s company for a while. I think 
getting out with you will do a lot of us good, I for one. So, I hope you take the 
time to join us December 6.  

Sincerely, 

Jim Bolduc, Vice-President
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Happy Birthday, Members! 

   Charles Artino      Nov. 7     
   Jan McDonald  Nov. 10 
   Debbie Gundacker  Nov. 19 
   Donna Finocchio  Nov. 22 
   Angela Profera  Nov, 28 
   Paola Luchi  Nov. 29 
   Jeffrey Gennaro  Dec. 2 
   Deborah Forcine  Dec. 3 
   Anthony Morelli  Dec. 4 
   Sandra Schembre  Dec. 7 
   Joanne Roviaro  Dec. 8 
   Frank Maisano  Dec. 9 
   David Wallin  Dec. 23 
   Jim Bolduc  Dec. 25 
   Christopher Boyda  Dec. 25                              

Lodge News 
Three items for your  immediate attention: 

1.  Due to COVID-19, the elected Board has been inactive for most of 2020.  As a creative and enthusiastic  
board, it has been disappointing that they have been unable to serve in their respective positions, to 
personally thank you for your vote and to express their appreciation for the trust you have placed on this 
Board. 
It seems only fair to give the Board members the opportunity to serve. So, it has been decided that the current 
board members will remain in office for 2021. No election will be called.  We will, however, vote on any empty 
positions arising from any resignations.  
I would encourage all Board members to please keep their position so you may experience the satisfaction of 
creating events that will keep our members involved, amused, and pleased. Under your leadership and 
creativity, DaVinci Lodge will continue to grow. Thank you for your consideration, help, and patience. 

2.  After a review  of our yearly expenses by our Financial Secretary, Michela Rogers, the 2021 yearly dues will 
be reduced to $35.00 per member.  New members will pay the regular dues. 

Thank you, DaVinci members, for your loyalty! 

Marie Chiaramonte, President 
3.  COVID-19 has proven to be a pandemic the likes of which we 
haven’t seen before.  Given the age of many of our Lodge 
members and the restrictions we’re operating under we  decided 
to cancel the November 7 Veterans Picnic celebration. 
  
Cancelling the picnic by no means cancels or diminishes the 
respect and thanks the DaVinci Lodge has for your service to our 
country. 
  
You will always be a hero in our eyes, and the best of the best. 
  
When we reschedule the picnic, we hope you will join us so that 
we can thank you for your service in person. 
  
Until then, God bless you! 
  
Fraternally, 

Al Carfora, Veterans Event Coordinator 

All Souls Day- Italian Tradition 

Growing up in Sicily in a small town called Chiusa Sclafani, the celebration for All  Souls Day was as follows; 
As kids, we were told that on November 2nd our dead relatives will bring special treats to all the young ones. 
We were  instructed  to leave a basket under  the bed the night before so that  it could be filled. 

The next  morning, November 2nd All Souls Day, we found our basket filled with fruit, nuts and a colorful sugar 
doll.  "Pupa di Zuccaro”. 

That is why it is called Feast of the Dead “Festa di Morti".            — Contributed by Cathy Quagliata
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Just For Fun! 

A farmer died leaving his 17 horses to his three sons.  When his sons opened up the will, it read: 

 My eldest son should get 1/2 (half) of total horses; 
 My middle son should be given 1/3rd (one-third) of the total horses; 
 My youngest son should be given 1/9th (one-ninth) of the total horses. 

As it's impossible to divide 17 into half or 17 by 3 or 17 by 9, the three sons started to fight with each other.  So, 
they decided to go to a farmer friend who they considered quite smart, to see if he could work it out for them. 

The farmer friend read the will patiently, after giving due thought, he brought one of his own horses over and 
added it to the 17.  That increased the total to 18 horses.  Now, he divided the horses according to their father's 
will. 

Half of 18 = 9. So he gave the eldest son 9 horses. 
1/3rd of 18 = 6. So he gave the middle son 6 horses. 
1/9th of 18 = 2. So he gave the youngest son 2 horses. 

Now add up how many horses they have: 

 Eldest son   9 
 Middle son   6 
 Youngest son   2 
 TOTAL                        17 

Now, this leaves one horse over, so the farmer friend takes his horse back to his farm.  Problem solved! 

Moral: 
The attitude of negotiation and problem solving is to find the "18th horse", that is "the common ground". Once a 
person is able to find the 18th horse, the issue is resolved.  It is difficult at times.  However, to reach a solution, 
the first step is to believe that there is a solution.  If we think that there is no solution, we won't be able to reach 
any!

That's what I call clever mathematics! 

— Contributed by Antoinette Trifiro


x-apple-data-detectors://0
x-apple-data-detectors://1
x-apple-data-detectors://2
x-apple-data-detectors://3
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Chef’s Corner - Struffoli        — Contributed by Antoinette Trifiro    
One of the oldest and best-known Italian Christmas sweets comes from Naples. There are many variations of 
this authentic Italian recipe. This one is from recipesofItaly.com  

  Serving: 8---10; Total time: 45 min + 1 hour 

Ingredients 
5 cups flour      Zest of 1 lemon 
4 large eggs      Zest of 1/2 orange 
4 tablespoons butter, melted and cooled  Oil for frying 
2 tablespoons sugar     2/3 cup wildflower or clover honey 
1/8 teaspoon salt     Candied fruit 
1 teaspoon vanilla     Nonpareils 
1 tablespoon sambuca liqueur 

Directions 

1.  In a large mixing bowl, add the flour, sugar, salt, and zests. Mix the ingredients thoroughly. In the center of 
the bowl, make a well in the flour by pushing it up along the sides of the bowl. 
2.  Add the eggs, butter, vanilla and sambuca into the well. Using a wooden spoon or a strong spatula, begin 
mixing the flour into the wet ingredients. Continue mixing until a shaggy dough starts to form. 
3.  Turn the shaggy dough out onto a floured work surface. Continue kneading the dough until it forms a 
smooth ball, adding more flour as needed if the dough is too sticky. 
4.  Cover the dough and let it rest for 1 hour. 
5.  Uncover the dough and cut it into four sections. Using your hands, roll each section into a long rope 
measuring approximately 1/2 inch in diameter. 
6.  Cut the ropes into small pieces about 1/2 inch wide. Flour them lightly so that they do not stick to each 
other. 
7.  Heat a large pan with oil for frying over medium high heat. 
8.  When the oil is hot enough, fry the dough pieces in batches until they are golden brown on all sides. 
Remove the fried balls from the oil and drain them on cookie sheets lined with paper towels. 
9.  Repeat step 8 until all the dough has been fried. 
10.  Place the struffoli balls into a mixing bowl. 
11.  In a skillet or saucepan over medium heat, warm the honey until it is a thin liquid consistency. 
12.  Pour the honey over the balls and then, using a spatula, gently fold the balls into the honey to coat them 
well. 
13.  Pour the coated balls out onto a serving tray and form them into whatever shape you desire. Decorate 
the struffoli with the candied fruit and nonpareils. 
14.  Let the struffoli cool for 1 hour before serving.
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Inside Story of the Creation of the Mother Cabrini Statue

WINDSOR TERRACE — The story behind the Mother Cabrini 
statue unveiled by Gov. Andrew Cuomo in a ceremony in 
Battery Park on Oct. 12 is one of perseverance and artistic 
vision. The sculptors, Giancarlo Biagi and his adopted 
daughter Jill Burkee-Biagi, give an inside view of their 
process from concept to completion. 

The bronze statue, depicting a young Mother Cabrini in a 
small boat with two children, stands in a cove in Battery 
Park across New York Harbor from the Statue of Liberty 
and Ellis Island. Mother Cabrini (1850-1917), who hailed 
from Sant’Angelo Lodigiano, Italy, came to the U.S. in 
1889. She was canonized by Pope Pius XII in 1946 and four 
years later she was named the Patron Saint of Immigrants. 

The statue was completed in a remarkably short time — 
nine months — which Jill Burkee-Biagi said was because 
she and Giancarlo have been working together as an 
artistic team for decades and have created a shorthand 
in their work process. 

The Biagis were selected on Feb. 26 by the Mother Cabrini 
Memorial Commission from among several artists who 
submitted designs. They had to overcome several 
obstacles during the creative process, but they were 
determined to get the job done.  They initially planned to 
work on the project in Italy, but COVID-19 lockdowns in 
that country prevented them from traveling there. They 
needed to be near a foundry to have the bronze 
sculpture cast. They planned to work in New York but 
again, COVID-19 interfered with their plans because of 
another lockdown. The artists finally wound up driving to 
Loveland, Colorado, where they worked in a friend’s 
studio.  “We quarantined ourselves, Jill and I, in order to 
do this work,” Giancarlo said.  The Biagis never flinched, 
despite the constant reshuffling. They took their inspiration 
from Mother Cabrini. “She had so much determination; 
she overcame the odds,” Jill said. 

From the start, the Biagis’ goal was to pay tribute to 
Mother Cabrini by incorporating facets of her life in Italy 
into the design. They also wanted the artwork to have 
universality in its appeal to the viewer.   “We are all 
immigrants in one way or another. We all share the 
immigrant experience,” Giancarlo said. 

The boat depicted in the statue is meant to represent a 
paper boat. As a child, Mother Cabrini enjoyed visiting 
her uncle, who lived near Venera River. She made boats 
out of paper and filled them with violets, her favorite 
flower, before casting the flower-filled boats into the river 
and watching as the currents carried them away. She 
wanted the boats to serve as her missionaries to the 
world, Giancarlo said. 

Mother Cabrini’s devotion to education also figured into 
the design — the girl in the boat is carrying a book. 

Mother Cabrini founded the Missionary Sisters of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and founded 67 schools, hospitals, 
and orphanages in the U.S.   “Educating the immigrant, 
the marginalized, the needy, was vital to her,” Giancarlo 
said. 

The boy is carrying a musical instrument known as an 
ocarina, representing the music and culture that 
immigrants bring with them from their native lands when 
they come to America.  

The artists also gave careful thought to the statue’s 
immediate surroundings. 
  
Special Stones 
The artwork, which has a granite pedestal, stands on a 
bed of stones. But they are not just any stones.  
“Those are river bed stones,” Giancarlo said, which come 
from a river near Mother Cabrini’s home in Italy. The 
stones were obtained with the help of Mother Maria 
Barbagallo, who is in charge of a museum dedicated to 
Mother Cabrini in her hometown. 

The sculpture was built using a centuries-old process 
known as lost-wax casting. It involves creating a duplicate 
metal sculpture (in this case bronze) from an original 
sculpture.  

The Biagis said 
they were 
honored to have 
been selected by 
the commission, 
co-chaired by 
Bishop Nicholas 
DiMarzio and 
Angelo Vivolo, 
president of the 
Columbus Citizens 
Foundation, to 
create the Mother 
Cabrini statue.  

Works by the 
Biagis, separately and individually, can be found in art 
galleries and museums worldwide. 
Giancarlo, who is originally from Italy, studied at the 
Istituto d’Arte Stagio Stagi of Pietrasanta. He moved to 
the U.S. to study at the Art Students League of New York.  
Jill, a native-born American, studied at the University of 
Washington and received a fellowship to work and study 
art in Pietrasanta, Italy, with stone carving artisans. 
Today, the Biagis maintain studios in New York and 
Pietrasanta. 

— From “The Tablet”, October 16, 2020 
Contributed by Marie Chiaramonte 

https://thetablet.org/statue-mother-cabrini-battery-park/
https://www.mothercabrini.org/
https://www.mothercabrini.org/
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION WITH US !! 
          Non-Member         Member 

Business Card $40 $30 
1/4 Page $60 $50 
1/2 Page $80 $70 
Full Page $100 $90 

   Prices quoted are per year.  Please submit your ad to 4bigsue@comcast.net  
       no later than the 20th of the month prior to publication in the next month’s issue. 

Please Support Our Advertisers !!!

Have Something to Contribute to the Newsletter? 

To include an article, submit a photo or request a correction to an item, your submission must be received 
no later than the 20th of the month prior to the next publication.  Please e-mail your request to Shirley 
Gotelli at 4bigsue@comcast.net or call 510-851-0384 for information.  Members’ comments, suggestions 
as well as written articles are encouraged and much appreciated. 

Mother Cabrini Lodge #3003 

A new all-women’s lodge — The Mother Cabrini Lodge #3003 
— has been formed in Hammonton, New Jersey and will be 

installed by the Grand Lodge of New Jersey this fall.  The new 
Lodge already has 75 new members. The Lodge’s first 

president and founder is Kendal Apalucci, a nurse and native 
of Hammonton. 

Benevenuta, Kendal, e tutte le belle donne della Loggia di 
Madre Cabrini! 

PHOTO—Mother Cabrini Lodge #3003: (L. to R.) Vice President 
Deanna Mascioli, Recording Secretary Kayla Piccari, and 

Lodge President Kendal Apalucci. 

—  From Questo Mese Newsletter, November 2020

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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