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Member Appreciation Luncheon 
Sunday, March 21, 2021 

By now you should have received your e-mail invitation. 
PLEASE be sure to RSVP, so we will have an accurate count 

to accommodate everyone.

Happy easter !!!

mailto:davincilodge2992@gmail.com
http://osiaazdavinci.org
http://www.osia.org
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President’s Message

Dear DaVinci Friends, 

Here we are again, another month has come 
and gone, and we are still having to keep our 
distance and wear our masks. It’s OK though; by 
now it has become a part of our daily routine.  
We have had the pleasure of getting together 
twice now in the park.  It has been wonderful to 
see so many of you and share some quality time 
together.  I hope we can continue to get 
together in the park for as long as it is necessary 
to do so, and eventually meet in an indoor 
setting and have our regular meetings.  In the 
meantime, we must all continue to play it safe: 
wash hands, social distancing, masks, and eat 
lots of chocolates. 

I want to share with you that I was able to get 
my first COVID vaccine shot last week — it was 
surprisingly easy to make the appointment.  If 
you are  looking to be vaccinated, you might 
want to call this place: NOAH (Honor Health) 
480-882-4545.  They have locations in Phoenix 
and the West Valley.  Just to let you know, my 
husband and I have had no side effects. 

No Carnevale Celebration this year, but I am 
sure everyone can remember the beautiful, 
authentic and festive celebration last year that 
was put together by Michela Rogers.  Michela, 
who is originally from Venezia, made wonderful 
regional sweets and food.  She and her helpers 
decorated the hall and created games which 
were so much fun!  We can look back at the  

pictures we took with the beautiful backdrop 
that was made available and relive the 
wonderful memories.  Woman of the year!  Ms. 
Michela Rogers.We will always remember our 
2020 Carnevale celebration as one of the best! 

I hope all of you had a wonderful Valentine’s 
Day with your loved one(s).  I also wish everyone 
an incredibly Happy Easter, since our newsletter 
is every two months and Easter is in early April 
this year.  To our February and March birthday 
babies, my best wishes for a very Happy 
Birthday.   

Heads up:  Our Members Appreciation 
Luncheon this year will be held on March 21.  
You will be notified by e-mail about the 
particulars.   

It is my pleasure to inform you that Chris Boyda 
was unanimously elected as the 2021 Financial 
Secretary.  One Trustee position is still open; feel 
free to fill this position.  I am waiting anxiously to 
hear from you. 

Again, I wish you good health, stay safe, be well, 
and hope to see you real soon! 

Fraternally, 

Marie Chiaramonte  
President

Carnevale 
Carnevale is celebrated in February all over Italy but in a different format this year !  Here are some proverbs 
that have been used over the years in Sicily & other parts of Italy. 

1) Per Carnevale ogni scherzo vale. - For Carnevale every joke is valid. 
2) Raccomando la Pecora al Lupo.  Don't ask the Wolf to  look after the Sheep. 
3) Dimmi con chi vai, e ti diro' chi sei. - Tell me who you go with and I will tell you who you are. 
4) Siedi, siedi che buona ventura ti viene. - Good things come to those who wait. 
5) Ogni male non viene per nochere. - In every cloud , there is a "silver lining". 
6) Meglio solo che male accompagnato. - Better to be alone than in bad company. 
7) Se vai con il zoppo, impari a zoppicare. - If you go with the one who limps you will also learn to limp. 
8) Chi tardi arriva , male alloggia. - If you're  late, you lose your place. 
9) Fai male e pensaci, fai bene e scordatillo. - Do wrong & think about it, do good & forget about it.  

— Contributed by Cathy Quagliata
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  Happy Birthday, Members! 
   Judith Militello  Feb. 11                                
   Sal Pitruzzello  Feb. 19 
   Cathy Corbin-Mannino Feb. 22           
   Patricia Ann Schmidt Mar. 30 
    

Have Something to Contribute to the Newsletter? 

To include an article, submit a photo or request a correction to an item, your submission must be received no later than the 20th 
of the month prior to the next publication.  Please e-mail your request to Shirley Gotelli at 4bigsue@comcast.net or call 
510-851-0384 for information.  Members’ comments, suggestions as well as written articles are encouraged and much 
appreciated. 

Celebrated Members

Starting in 2021, we will have a section in our newsletter that celebrates outstanding contributions by DaVinci 
members. 

In 2020, our famous year for doing nothing because of COVID, we can still take time to acknowledge the 
contribution of members who have in the past consistently played a part in the success of the Lodge.  We are 
blessed with members who understand and care that each one of us together is the DaVinci Lodge.   Everyone has 
contributed to the success of this Lodge, whether it is through your membership, attendance at our meetings, or 
support of activities and/or fundraisers.  

That said, I want to specifically celebrate the contribution of these members: 

Shirley Gotelli, Newsletter Editor.  She has consistently worked hard on making sure that our newsletter is both 
informative and entertaining.  She is efficient in managing her time and keeps me on target when it comes to 
getting things to her timely.  We enjoy reading the Newsletter and look forward to her continuing to put out an 
excellent DaVinci News and Views. Thank You! 

Jim Bolduc, V.P.  Jim has consistently through the years brought in new members. He is fantastic at advertising our 
Lodge to all his friends and acquaintances and inviting them to our meetings.   No matter how he does it, he and 
Deborah  always come through with bringing in members. Thank you! 

Cathy and Joe Quagliata.  These  members are always available to do anything asked of them.  If not for Cathy’s 
organizational attributes, we would not always have everything that is needed to have a successful meeting.  They 
have graciously also kept the DaVinci equipment and supplies in their garage since the onset of our lodge.  Thank 
you! 

Toni & Chuck Artino.– They have for the past 2 years opened their home to have our Christmas Party.  Always so 
exquisite in food and entertainment.  Their friendliness and gracious generosity have not gone unnoticed.  We all 
enjoyed their hospitality.  Thank you! 

Paula Pitruzzello.  Who  has always  invited all her  dozens of friends to our event! If not for Paula, we would not have 
the number of people participating in our events. She is always gracious, generous, and comes up with great fun 
ideas to keep our events fun.  Thank you!  

Antoinette Trifiro.  Anything you want to know Antoinette has on her fingertips.  Considerate, kind, warm and friendly 
always no matter what the situation.  She does anything asked of her, she volunteers for anything and everything…. 
And oh yes, she has just accepted a new position as Membership Coordinator.  Is she tired of doing so, Yes, but she 
never says No!   Thank you! 

And all the members who have renewed their membership for 2021. Thank you!  You are so appreciated! 

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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Sistine Chapel Visit 

Knowing the prospects of getting back to Italy and seeing the Sistine Chapel were slim, my wife Cathy and I treated ourselves on  
Valentine’s weekend by visiting the Sistine Chapel Exhibit in downtown Phoenix.  Located in The Croft Building in the downtown 
historic warehouse district, it was a perfect setting to display the large reproductions.  Reserved timed tickets were needed with 
Covid safety restrictions in place, requiring visitors to wear masks and practice social distancing. 

The traveling exhibit offered guests a safe way to experience an Italian Renaissance Masterpiece by featuring full-sized replicas 
of Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel frescoes.  The exhibit includes about 34 of the frescoes produced in close to original size and 
laid out in the 10,000 sq. ft. warehouse.  Among the reproductions are masterpieces like The Creation of Adam and The Last 
Judgement.  At the Sistine Chapel it is difficult to admire the details, but at this exhibition, the paintings are less than an arm’s 
length away.  

 

It was a benefit seeing the frescos up close. If we were in Italy, we would be stretching our necks and looking up at the ceiling to 
view them.  Another advantage to the exhibit was that photography was allowed; it is prohibited at the Vatican.  Church pews 
were set up in front of the paintings so you could sit down and listen to the optional audio tour, which was quite helpful.  It was 
an enjoyable experience.  We finished the day with our Valentine’s dinner at the Arrogant Butcher. 

— Contributed by Charlie and Cathy Mannino

!" The Sicilian artist Arturo Di Modica has died in his hometown of Vittoria, Sicily.  He’s the sculptor who made the 
“Charging Bull” of Wall Street.  He illegally placed the statue in the night of Dec. 15, 1989 in front of the NY Stock 
Exchange!! ...it is now the second NY tourist attraction after the Empire State Building!!  Thank you Arturo Di Modica, 
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The rise to the White House of Dr. Jill Jacobs Biden, the first 
Italian-American First Lady in U.S. history, has awakened from 
its slumber a normally quiet and offbeat corner of Sicily rarely 
picked by tourists, roamed by sheep and dotted with 
crumbly farms. 

It’s a sedate but stunning side of Sicily, known for cliff-hanging 
sanctuaries, lookout towers and a spectacular view of the 
Aeolin Islands.  Visitors often stop by just to hop the ferry 
boats. 

But the Biden win has shattered the tranquility. 

The entire province of the seaside city of Messina has been 
rocked by the near certainty that Dr. Biden’s Italian ancestors 
hailed from here, although from which town, or towns in 
particular, has yet to be fully pinned down.  

The Biden Connection 

Following local researchers’ work and potential distant 
relatives who popped up after the U.S. presidential election, 
the main focus is now on two rural villages claiming to be the 
birthplace of the First Lady’s great grandparents, who, after 
landing in the New World at the end of the 19th century, 
Americanized their Sicilian surname of Giacoppo into 
Jacobs.  

However, at least two other villages in the same area might 
also boast ancestral inks. 

The rush to secure the “Biden Connection” would boost the 
tourist appeal of these so far unknown and remote spots.  It’s 
also a matter pride, and it is fueling what Italians call 
“campanilismo,” aka territorial rivalries even if nobody openly 
admits it. 

Castanea dell Furie 

In Castanea delle Furie, an old village set high up on the hills, 
where locals are proud other peasant origins and have 
always felt “different” from the seaside hamlets, few 
Giacoppo relatives have stepped forward. 

Supposed relatives took a while to realize they might have 
common roots with America’s First Lady.  “I didn’t give it 
much thought at the beginning, but then neighbors who 
remembered our past called me and nudged me to come 
out,” says local resident Giovanni Giacoppo. 

I remember my grandfather telling me that some distant 
member of our family set sail for America and never came 
back,” Giovanni tells Lonely Planet.  “I am sure our surname 
Giacoppo originated in Castanea delle Furie.  This is where 
the family founder was born and is now buried in the 
graveyard.  Our family dates back to at least the 1700’s, so 
it’s reasonable to say that Jill Biden’s great grandfather came 
from this village, and in Italy it’s the male line that rules. 

The name Castanea delle Furie hails back to the town’s 
ancient chestnut harvests (castanea means “chestnut”), and 
it’s linked to the mythological fury deities believed to bring 

havoc.  Surrounded by pristine fields and forests, it’s famous 
for the Christmas living nativity scene with villagers dressed in 
costume.  For locals, ay potential link to Dr. Biden could turn 
out to be a moneymaker, drawing investments to upgrade 
roads and buildings, giving the whole town a nice makeover. 

Gesso 

Alleged Giacoppo relatives have also popped up in the 
nearby village of Gesso, a sleepy village with narrow alleys 
and a laid-back vibe.  Local researchers say Jill Biden’s great 
grandfather and grandmother were both born there.  
They’ve dug out documents from Ellis Island archives and 
traced back at least five distant eighth —degree cousins. 
Gesso is smaller than Castaea delle Furie, and there’s always 
been a bit of rivalry between them. 

I had the chance to speak to three excited distant relatives 
who showed me old photos of dead family members and 
family tree sketches.  Gesso’s reaction to the Biden win was 
static.  Locals threw street parties and cheered, happy of 
being in the spotlight — a sharp contrast to Castanea’s more 
subdued, delayed reaction. 

The Great Grandfather’s Hometown 

Gesso and Castanea’s claims were soon weakened when 
another Sicilian researcher stepped forward saying that the 
Giacoppo line originated in neither town.  Although Jill’s 
great grandma was, indeed, from Gesso, her Giacoppo 
great grandfather came from another village near Messina, 
which still needs to be pinpointed, according to researcher 
Fabio Cardile. 

The great grandma migrated very young, alone, and she 
met Jill’s great grandpa when she was already in the States,”  
Cardlie tells the Lonely Planet.   “The Italian community was 
tight-knit and Italian immigrants stuck together.  The couple 
had several babies including Dominic, Jill’s grandpa.  It was 
custom to Americanize Italian family names, over fears of 
discrimination.”  Cardile is an expert in recovering family 
trees.  Italian-Americans often ask him to trace back their 
ancestral history.  He began his research by starting from the 
early mentions of "Giacoppo” in regional archives and since 
made a few interesting discoveries. 

Cardile says there are another two towns where people 
called Giacoppo have been around since at least the 1600’s 
— nearly a century before Castanea delle Furie’s claims to a 
branch of the Biden family tree began.  One is Villafranca 
Tirena, a seaside location surrounded by fruit orchards, that 
was once an ancient Roman port and later a rich 
Renaissance county ruled by a powerful lord who built a 
majestic fortress.  Famous for its folklore festivals and 
picturesque carnival, a popular outlaw who lived there 
inspired the works of Alexandre Dumas.  

The other “Giaoppo spot” is Calvaruso, a tiny hamlet 
featuring a holy sanctuary with a statue that Is said to have 
been chiseled by an angel. 

Where Is Jill Biden’s Family From?
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But so far, no alleged relatives have showed in either 
location. 

“It’s extremely difficult to locate the precise village of 
Jill’s great grandpa,”, says Cardile.  “It could take a 
lifetime to analyze all archives and birth certificates of 
the whole Messina province.  It’s massive work, and 
the quest is open.” he says, adding that he will be 
deepening the study in his spare time. 

So the search for Dr. Biden’s family name continues, 
and it entails digging along the Giacoppo trail into the 
past of roughly 150 towns that dot this eastern part of 
Sicily, both along the coast and in the deep rural 
zones. 

— Silvia Marchetti 
Lonely Planet Writer 

14 January 2021 

Jill Biden, Continued

Two For a Chuckle 
For several years, a man was having an affair with an Italian woman.  One night, she confided in him that she was pregnant.  
Not wanting to ruin his reputation or his marriage, he paid her a large sum of money if she would go to Italy to secretly have the 
child.  If she stayed in Italy to raise the child, he would also provide child support until the child turned 18. 

She agreed, but asked how he would know when the baby was born.  To keep it discrete, he told her to simply mail him a 
postcard, and write “Spaghetti” on the back.  He would then arrange for the child support payments to begin. 

One day, about nine months later, he came home to his confused wife.  “Honey,” she said, “you received a very strange 
postcard today.”“Oh, really?  Let me see,” he said.  The wife gave it to him and watched as her husband read the card, turned 
white, and fainted.  On the card was written:  “Spaghetti, spaghetti, spaghetti.  Two with meatballs, one without.  Send extra 
sauce.”  

— Contributed by Marie Chiaramonte 

A farmer named Clyde had a car accident.  In court, the trucking company’s fancy lawyer was questioning Clyde.  “Didn’t 
you say “I’m fine,” asked the lawyer. 

Clyde said, “Well, I’ll tell you what happened.  I had just loaded my favorite mule, Bessie, into the … 

“I didn’t ask for any details,” the lawyer interrupted.  “Just answer the question!  Did you not say, at the scene of the accident, 
“I’m fine!”?  Clyde said, “Well, I had just got Bessie into the trailer, and I was driving down the road …” 

The lawyer interrupted again, and said, “Judge, I am trying to establish the fact that, at the scene of the accident, this man 
told the Highway Patrolman on the scene that he was just fine.  Now several weeks after the accident he is trying to sue my 
client.  I believe that he is a fraud.  Please tell him to simply answer the question.” 

By this time, the judge was fairly interested in Clyde’s answer and said to the lawyer, “I’d like to hear what he has to say about 
his favorite mule, Bessie.” 

Clyde thanked the judge and proceeded.  “Well, as I was saying, I had just loaded Bessie, my favorite mule, into the trailer and 
was driving her down the highway when this huge semi-truck and trailer ran the stop sign and smacked my truck right in the 
side.  I was thrown into one ditch and Bessie was thrown into the other.  I was hurting real bad and didn’t want to move. 

However, I could hear ole Bessie moaning and groaning.  I knew she was in terrible shape just by her groans.  Shortly after the 
accident, a Highway Patrolman came on the scene.  He could hear Bessie moaning and groaning, so he went over to her.  
After he looked at her, he took out his gun and shot her between the eyes. 

The Patrolman came across the road, gun in hand, looked at me, and said, “How are you feeling?”  What the hell would you 
say? 

— From the Scottsdale Lodge #2336 Newsletter March 2021
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Feast Day of St. Joseph; St. Patrick’s Day 

March 19th is the Feast Day of St. Joseph, who is the Patron Saint of Italy.   Especially in Sicily, it is celebrated with special 
dishes, fancy breads and desserts.   It is called "Tavola di San Giuseppe" (St. Joseph's Table).   Even here in Phoenix it has 
been celebrated by different Religious and Italian/American groups. But everything is on hold for the time being.  DaVinci 
Lodge wants to wish all Josephs & Josephine "Happy Name Day" (Buon Onomastico)' 

Let's not forget another special day in March, which is St. Patrick's Day on March 17th.   Our wish for a Happy Name Day 
also goes out to all Patrick’s, Pat’s, and Patricia’s.  One of the traditional meals is Corned Beef & Cabbage and Irish Soda 
Bread. 

Have a wonderful celebration, everyone! 
— Contributed by Cathy Quagliata 

Anyone For Scrabble? 

PRESBYTERIAN 
When you rearrange the letters: 

BEST IN PRAYER 

ASTRONOMER 
When you rearrange the letters: 

MOON STARER 

DESPERATION 
When you rearrange the letters: 

A ROPE FINDS IT 

THE EYES 
When you rearrange the letters: 

THEY SEE 

GEORGE BUSH 
When you rearrange the letters: 

HE BUGS GORE 

THE MORSE CODE 
When you rearrange the letters: 

HERE COME THE DOTS 

DORMITORY 
When you rearrange the letters: 

DIRTY ROOM 

SLOT MACHINES 
When you rearrange the letters: 

CASH LOST IN ME 

ANIMOSITY 
When you rearrange the letters: 

IS N AMITY 

ELECTION RESULTS 
When you rearrange the letters: 

LIES - LET’S RECOUNT 

SNOOZE ALARMS 
When you rearrange the letters: 

ALAS! NO MORE Z’S 

A DECIMAL POINT 
When you rearrange the letters: 

I’M A DOT IN PLACE 

THE EARTHQUAKES 
When you rearrange the letters: 

THAT QUEER SHAKE 

ELEVEN PLUS TWO 
When you rearrange the letters: 

TWELVE PLUS ONE 

AND FOR THE GRAND FINALE 

MOTHER-IN-LAW 
When you rearrange the letters: 

WOMAN HITLER

— Contributed by Antoinette Trifiro
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION WITH US !! 
          Non-Member         Member 

Business Card $40 $30 
1/4 Page $60 $50 
1/2 Page $80 $70 
Full Page $100 $90 

   Prices quoted are per year.  Please submit your ad to 4bigsue@comcast.net  

 
Toni Artino 

Associate Broker 
602-321-2916 

toniarealtor@cox.net 
SalArtino@EncoreAZ.com 

480-567-2339 
 

                                                                                  
                    

EXPERIENCE, HONESTY & INTEGRITY 
  
 
Born in Italy, raised in Ohio, I moved to Phoenix with my husband and two  
children in 1978.  As an Associate Broker for the past 40 years, I have seen 
many changes in the real estate market.  I have enjoyed a very rewarding 
career and have been a consistent top producer throughout the years.  I have 
received many awards, but for me, the highest compliment comes from my 
clients who turn to me for repeat business and referrals from their family and 
friends. My enthusiasm, friendly approach, concern and professional 
competence have earned me strong and lasting relationships and a reputation 
for tenaciously protecting my clients interest.   
Three years ago, my son Sal joined me and it has been an absolute pleasure 
working together. We will always be available to answer your questions, 
address your concerns and just listen.   
 

Encore Realty 
                                                               21423 N. 11th Ave. 
                                                               Phoenix, Az   85027 
                                           

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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