
Editor’s Note:  While President 
Marie is out of town for a 
while, Vice-President Jim is 
stepping in to be our trusty 
leader.  While he is doing a 
super job, we miss you, Marie! 
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DaVinci Lodge #2992  
met April 18 at Pinnacle Peak Park.   

As you can see, we had a good turnout! 

May Meeting 
Sunday, May 16, 2021, 1:00 PM 

Dolce Vino 
4935 W. Glendale Avenue 

Glendale, AZ 
$15 per person;  Must be paid in advance (by May 12) 

to  mailing address at right. Check payable to : 
“DaVinci Lodge #2992” 

3-course meal

Happy Mothers’ Day !!! 
From Marie Chiaramonte

mailto:davincilodge2992@gmail.com
http://osiaazdavinci.org
http://www.osia.org
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Dear DaVinci Friends, 

Well, despite the rain and wind, we had a 
pretty good general meeting April 18. The 
food was good, the fellowship was 
awesome, and everybody was just happy 
to see each other, which was great.  I’m 
assuming everybody got their Covid shots. I 
got both of mine, and Deb got hers without 
any reaction. I’m looking forward to having 
the general meeting inside in air-
conditioning in May. The meeting is to be 
held at Dolce Vino in Glendale (see page 
1). 

Al Carfora sent an e-mail to his buddy at 
the Phoenix Suns and, lo and behold, the  

ball is in our court, if you will. Within the next 
few weeks they will be sending me a check 
for the entire deposit for the cancelled 
games, so hopefully I’ll have refunds for 
everyone that made a deposit.  

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at 
the next board meeting and at the general 
meeting as well.  

Until the next time, 
                  
Fraternally, 
Jim Bolduc 
Vice-President

Vice-President’s Message

Some Italian History 

April 25, 2021 was the 76th Anniversary of Italian Liberation. 

The National Public Holiday commemorates the end of the Fascist regime and the Nazi occupation 
during WWII, as well as the Victory of Italy's Resistance movement of Partisans or Partigiani, who 
opposed the regime. 

"Buona Festa della Liberazione”              - Contributed by Cathy Quagliata 

Have Something to Contribute to the Newsletter? 

To include an article, submit a photo, or request a correction to an item, your submission must be received 
no later than the 20th of the month prior to the next publication.  Please e-mail your request to Shirley 
Gotelli at 4bigsue@comcast.net or call 510-851-0384 for information.  Members comments, suggestions as 
well as written articles are encouraged and much appreciated!

Members’ Corner 
Please extend a very warm welcome to the newest members joining the DaVinci Lodge family: 

Rose D'Alesio, Denise Vasquez, Gabrielle (Gabby) Valdez, and John Scarafiotti.  
John resides in Washington state and will join us whenever he travels to Phoenix.

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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  Happy Birthday, Members! 
   Shirley Gotelli  Apr. 2 
   Marie Panzera  Apr. 5 
   Evelyn McPeak Cardone Apr. 7 
   Raymond Vivola  Apr. 19 
   Christine Weaver  Apr. 25 
   Kathleen Marley  May 4 
   Anthony Trifiro  May 5 
   Charles Manino  May 7 
   Francine Wallin  May 15 
   Vittorio Luchi  May 22 
   Joie Vivola  May 28   
     
    

Sunshine Corner 

   Paul Irato had cataract surgery  
   and is doing very well. 

Kindly advise Editor Shirley if you 
know of anyone who may be ill or 
hospitalized: 

4bigsue@comcast.net 

Prince Lorenzo de’Medici/ The Medici Family, Italy 

Prince Lorenzo de’Medici, from the Medici family of Italy, is an internationally recognized artist and a 
businessman.  He manages the family wealth and works for other prominent international wealth.  He is an 
expert in investment in the art business.  He has traded more that half a billion dollars in art in his career, from 
Modigliani Raphael Picasso to Leonardo daVinci.  He has a degree in international political science from the 
University of Florence, a masters in communication from the Trent University of Nottingham UK and an MBA in 
finance from the business school of the University of Bologna, Italy, with specific expertise in the “Made in 
Italy”. 

Lorenzo has worked for the luxury brands and he has developed different big real estate projects in Europe.  
Prince Lorenzo is from a family of bankers himself.  His family’s bank was established in 1300, the oldest bank in 
Europe and the most successful bank of the Renaissance.  The Bank Medici was the first bank to invent and 
create the check, called the promise of payment, and the first bank that understood that innovation and trust 
is a key factor in the banking world.  Today the Medici family is still in banking and finance in the United States 
and the UK, and Lorenzo collaborates with different banks and family offices around the globe, Their 
investment portfolio in art (Bank of America has invested more that eight billion dollars in art in the past few 
years) is one of the safest growing investment ares in this volatile market era.  They are currently in the process 
of opening a bank based in the United States that will be a B to B Bank based on the blockchain technology, 
called Medici International Bank, with offices in New York, Rio de Janeiro, Tel-Aviv, and San Juan of Puerto 
Rico, and that will be a big player in the digital world and will be a crypto friendly bank as well.  The Medici 
family is building a global luxury real estate company in Dallas, Texas. 

Prince Lorenzo is, as well, a successful international painter.  His latest collection called Renaissance Pop is a 
homage to his family dynasty.  He was awarded best pop artist at Miami Art Basel this December with the 
presence of the Mayor of Miami. 

Prince Lorenzo is from a town called Martirano in Italy where the Medici family was managing the silk 
production. 

  

Prince Lorenzo de' Medici from the 
Medici family of Italy is an internationally recognized 
artist a manages the family wealth, and work for other 
prominent international Family wealth, is an expert in 

- Contributed by John Gotelli

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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Landmark Civil Rights Lawsuit Filed by  
Major Italian American Organizations 

In a show of National Unity 

PRESS RELEASE 

When:  Tuesday, April 6th, 2021 

What:  Civil Rights Lawsuit filed against Mayor James F. Kenney and the City of Philadelphia. 

Who:  Paintiffs are the Conference of Presidents of Major Italian American Organizations, Philadelphia  
Councilmember Mark F. Squilla, and the 1492 Society 

Where:  Suit has been filed in the United States District Court, Eastern District of Philadelphia 

Why:  On January 27, 2021, Mayor Kenney by “Executive Order” No. 2-21 unilaterally cancelled “Columbus Day” 
as a holiday in Philadelphia, and replaced it with “Indigenous Peoples Day”.  No notice was given to the other 
branches of the Philadelphia Government which had a right to designate holidays, no input from the public was 
requested or allowed for, and no deference was given to State Statute (44 P.S. Section 32) declaring “Columbus 
Day” as an official statewide holiday, all in violation of the Philadelphia Home Rule Charter.  More importantly, 
Mayor Kenney’s Executive order is the latest in a long pattern of discrimination against the Italian American 
Community in Philadelphia (including the toppling in the middle of the night of the Rizzo statue and the boxing 
up of the Columbus statue in Marconi Plaza), and violates the U.S. Constitution’s guarantee of “Equal 
Protection” against governmental discrimination. 

Basil Russo, the President of the conference of Presidents (consisting of the respective Presidents of major Italian 
American organizations throughout the country) said:  “We as Italian Americans believe that each and every 
ethnic group deserves the opportunity to celebrate its heritage and historical achievements.  We also believe it 
is a violation of the Equal Protection Clause of the U.S. Constitution to allow one ethnic group the right to do so 
(Indigenous People), while denying another group the right to celebrate its heritage (Italian Americans), as 
Mayor Kenney chose to do.  This lawsuit, supported by major Italian American organizations throughout our 
Country, is intended to guarantee ALL ethnic groups the opportunity to celebrate their individual and distinct 
heritages and historic accomplishments in a spirit of mutual respect. 

Councilmember Mark F. Squila added: “Upon learning that the Columbus Day Holiday was changed, I 
immediately reached out to Mayor Kenney for an understanding of his decision process, but never received a 
response.  As a city of immigrants, we need to celebrate all ethnicities and their contributions to Philadelphia 
and our country.  I am disappointed that Mayor Kenney removed a holiday that celebrated Italian American 
heritage without a process.  Indigenous people are deserving of a day to celebrate their culture and 
contributions to the City and nation.  However, this change has created tension between two immigrant 
populations, rather than promoting inclusivity and citywide reforms that serve all of our diverse communities that 
will encourage unity, not division.” 

President Basil M. Russo 
Conference of Presidents of Major Italian American organizations 

This initiative is sponsored by Italian American Sons and Daughters of America, ISDA; National American Foundation, NIAF; 
national Organization of Italian American Women, NOIAW; Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America, OSIA; and UNICO 
National. 

To read a copy of the filed lawsuit, please visit:   
  
 https://files.constantcontact.com/09d59055801/2ac5e82b-0ff9-46af-bbfd-5b382379f868.pdf

- Contributed by Marie Chiaramonte
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Recipe 

  

  

Springtime Pasta - A fresh and lightened up springtime pasta dish 

Ingredients 
• 12 ounces of dry fettuccine, cooked al dente 
• 2 pints of various colored cherry tomatoes, sliced length wise 
• 2 small garlic cloves, crushed finely 
• 1 or 2 medium zucchini, made into ribbons 
• 1 bunch of colored carrots, made into ribbons 
• 1 bunch of pencil thin asparagus, each piece cut into three sections 
• ½ cup of fava beans prepped and peeled, can substitute peas 
• 1 cup of quartered artichoke hearts 
• Parmigiano Reggiano shards, a generous amount to taste 
• olive oil 

Instructions 
• Heat oven to 350 degrees. 
• Place cherry tomato halves and garlic into a glass pan or a baking sheet lined with foil, add salt and 

pepper and roast until tomatoes burst and start to shrivel and caramelize, about 25 minutes. 
• Make sure juice does not burn off; as  it's important to remember all oven temps vary, so keep watching. 

When tomatoes are done, set aside. 
• In a large saucepan add a good drizzle of olive oil and add the zucchini and carrot ribbons, just 

sauteing until they start to limp. 
• Add in the artichoke hearts, favas, and asparagus, toss gently and sauté for a minute. 
• Add the roasted tomatoes and all the juice, then toss in gently all the cooked pasta. 
• Garnish with lots of Parmigiano Reggiano. 

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . .
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION WITH US !! 
          Non-Member         Member 

Business Card $40 $30 
1/4 Page $60 $50 
1/2 Page $80 $70 
Full Page $100 $90 

   Prices quoted are per year.  Please submit your ad to 4bigsue@comcast.net  
       no later than the 20th of the month prior to publication in the next month’s issue. 

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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Toni Artino 

Associate Broker 
602-321-2916 

toniarealtor@cox.net 
SalArtino@EncoreAZ.com 

480-567-2339 
 

                                                                                  
                    

EXPERIENCE, HONESTY & INTEGRITY 
  
 
Born in Italy, raised in Ohio, I moved to Phoenix with my husband and two  
children in 1978.  As an Associate Broker for the past 40 years, I have seen 
many changes in the real estate market.  I have enjoyed a very rewarding 
career and have been a consistent top producer throughout the years.  I have 
received many awards, but for me, the highest compliment comes from my 
clients who turn to me for repeat business and referrals from their family and 
friends. My enthusiasm, friendly approach, concern and professional 
competence have earned me strong and lasting relationships and a reputation 
for tenaciously protecting my clients interest.   
Three years ago, my son Sal joined me and it has been an absolute pleasure 
working together. We will always be available to answer your questions, 
address your concerns and just listen.   
 

Encore Realty 
                                                               21423 N. 11th Ave. 
                                                               Phoenix, Az   85027 
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