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President’s Message 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

It is good to be back home!  There is no place like home, and there is 
nothing like being with family and good friends  Sometime it takes being 
away to realize what  blessings we have.  It feels a little bit strange to come 
back and take the reins again, but it’s definitely exciting to be back. 

I want to thank Vice President Jim Bolduc for doing a good job of keeping 
our Lodge together in these difficult times.  It is not easy when there is still 
COVID among us and constant necessity for change.   I know how hard it 
has been on all of you with the changes in venue, times, and day.  Jim 
handled everything like a champ.  Thank you Jim for doing a great job of 
keeping our members happy.  I also want to thank the Council members for 
assisting Jim with running the day to day logistics for the Lodge. 

I hope that with your help, we can finally be in a place for the long-run so 
that we can have consistency and continuity with our meetings and 
events.  In the meantime, let’s enjoy what we have…after all, it’s really 
about being together and enjoying each other’s company.  It is more 
important now than ever before to be with friends and loved ones and 
create happy memories. 

We have lots of wonderful safe events coming up – Italian Heritage.  Our 
Annual Veterans Picnic in the park in November and our surprise Christmas 
party.  We may also have some unexpected surprises along the way …. 
Who knows… I have been told that I am known to change things around 
last minute… Good surprises keep us young!  I have taken every 
precaution:  social distancing, voluntary masks wearing, and a safe 
environment so that we can all feel safe coming to our meetings.   

I encourage all of you to come and join us at our General Meetings and 
special events.  I miss seeing all of you.  

Again, I want to acknowledge and thank VP Jim Bolduc for taking on the 
president’s responsibilities while I was 
gone and for doing such a fine job. 
Thank you, Jim! 

Looking forward to being with all of 
you! 

Marie Chiaramonte  

Pres., Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992 
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  Happy Birthday, Members! 
Ginger Carfora  Sept. 4 
Dawn Maisano  Sept. 20 
Gabrielle Valdez  Sept. 22 
Toni Artino  Sept. 25 
James Vaughan  Oct. 1 
Santo Chiaramonte  Oct. 2 
Debra Vaughan  Oct. 13 
Cathy Quagliata  Oct. 16 
Joseph Schembre  Oct. 31 

Omitted from the last newsletter: 
   Denise Vasquez  July 26 
   

Sunshine Corner 

Sympathy cards were sent to Michael Konieczki on the 
loss of his father, to Carolyn Candito for the loss her son, 
and to Ginger Carfora for the sudden loss of our 
beloved member, Al Carfora.  Get well cards were 
sent to  Nancy Irato for cataract surgery, and to Joie 
Vivola as she recovers from hip surgery. 

Kindly advise Editor Shirley if you know of 
anyone who may be ill or hospitalized: 

4bigsue@comcast.net 

Celebration of Life: 
Alfred Carfora 

September 13, 2021 

Alfred Carfora, Leonardo DaVinci Charter Member, Board Member, Vice President, Acting 
President, and friend.  He was on the Board of Directors of the Italian Association, on the Board of 
the Italian American Club, the Cave Creek Italian Club, and our DaVinci Lodge Liaison in every 
capacity, any time, any place.  He was civic minded, kind, generous and devoted to his family, 
his God, his friends and the Lodge. 

He was dedicated, committed and totally engaged in doing anything and everything he could 
to create a pleasant environment for our DaVinci members.  He made every effort to make sure 
we prospered in membership and friendship.  Al was not boastful, nor did he require recognition 
for all his contributions to our Lodge.  He respected everyone, and was respected by everyone.  
He had a presence about him that made you trust him, like him, believe he would be fair with 
everyone and in everything he did. 

We will remember Al for many things:  his friendship first of all; the pig roast at his home; the 
Veterans Picnic; the gifts he purchased for our Veterans and guest Veterans; the anonymous donations he gave to our 
Lodge.  Alfred was a master negotiator who made sure we received our $1,000 deposit back from Broadway Theater.  
Mostly we will remember him as our dear friend and Brother. 

Al’s last note to me was:  I’m in the hospital with Covid.  I might be home by Tuesday.  If possible, I will be on the call.  Sorry 
if I let you down.  Al” 

This is who Brother Al Carfora was! 

Brother Al was home on Tuesday and conducted the special Council meeting via Zoom that night.  He was taken back to 
the hospital afterward. 

Our beloved friend and Brother, Alfred Carfora passed away on September 13, 2021.  We will remember him always and 
miss him dearly. 

Our sincere condolences and prayers for his loving wife Faye (Ginger) Smith Carfora.  Ginger, we are here for you always. 

— Contributed by Marie Chiaramonte 

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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Lodge Bits and Pieces 
Membership 

• Camelback Lodge Interim President Karen Rizzo and Past President Cathy Quagliata contacted National Headquarters, 
informing them the active members of Camelback Lodge have voted to merge with Leonardo DaVinci Lodge #2992.  
The National Office agreed and sent congratulations.  As a result, Leonard DaVinci Lodge Board welcomed the merger.  
On behalf of the members of the Leonardo DaVinci Lodge, we happily welcome to the DaVinci family Sister Karen Rizzo, 
Brother Tom Mongitore, and Sister Rosa Mongitore.  Benvenuti! 

• The DaVinci Lodge Website (https://osiaazdavinci.org) has copies of our newsletters as well as a membership application 
form and expense report form. 

• Membership Drive:  Please continue to ask one friend and one family member to join our Lodge.  All are welcome! 

Upcoming Events 

October 

• The Columbus Day Celebration, chaired by Cathy Quagliata, Toni Artino and Paula Pituzzello, included a special Italian 
meal and games.  We all enjoyed the event and the company. 

• The Ladies Luncheon will once again be part of our monthly get together.  The October Luncheon was held on October 
28 at the home of Rose D’Alesio in Phoenix.  Thank you so much, Rose, for your hospitality! 

November 

• Veterans’ Picnic:  Chuck Artino, Gerry Carfagno and Denise Vasquez are coordinating this years Veterans’ Picnic.  It will 
be held on Saturday, November 13 at 1:00 PM at Rio Vista Community Park, 8866 W. Thunderbird Rd., Peoria AZ from 10:00 
AM to 4:00 PM.   

• Celebration of Life:  Al Carfora passed away September 13, 2021.  A celebration of Life will be held Sunday, November 21 
at 1:00 PM at Carabba’s Italian Grill, 17007 N. Scottsdale Road in Scottsdale, AZ. 

December 

• The Lodge Christmas Party will take place on Sunday, December 5, 2021.  Toni Artino and Paula Pitruzzello are planning 
this event and are looking for a location.  Details to be announced. 

DaVinci Lodge In-House 

Council/Board Election - 2022 

• Please contact Cathy Quagliata or Antoinette Trifiro if you are interested in a position on the council.  All positions are 
open.  Phone calls will go out to all our members to ask for nominations.  Please think seriously about running for a 
position.  We need you! 

Fundraisers 

• DaVinci Cookbook 2:  Thank you so much to the Cookbook Committee for all your work in producing our latest 
cookbook:  Co-Chairs Antoinette Trifiro, Dawn Maisano, and Paula Pitruzzello, and committee members Toni Artino, 
Nancy Irato, Judith Militello, Shirley Gotelli, John Gotelli, and Cathy Quagliata.  The cookbook is now ready! 

• Carolyn Candito is looking into pricing for license plate holders  which would say “Leonardo DaVinci Lodge”.  We look 
forward to seeing this come to fruition. 

•  Community Outreach Project:  In past years around the holidays, we have made a charitable donation where there is a 
need.  This year, we propose donating to Phoenix Rescue Mission and to St. Mary’s Food Bank.  Member and Lodge 
donations will be collected, and checks will be sent to these charities. 

• We need fresh eyes and ears on our committees.  We always get the same people to volunteer.  Don’t be shy!  We can 
use your help, your fresh ideas and your innovative thinking.  Please volunteer and be a part of the success! 

OSDIA National 

• Tune in with Facebook weekly for live interviews from our National Headquarters.  Very interesting issues are being 
discussed, and interesting guests are being interviewed. 

https://osiaazdavinci.org
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Have Something to Contribute to the Newsletter? 

To include an article, submit a photo, or request a correction to an item, your submission must be received no later 
than the 20th of the month prior to the next publication.  Please e-mail your request to Shirley Gotelli at 
4bigsue@comcast.net or call 510-851-0384 for information.  Members comments, suggestions as well as written articles 
are encouraged and much appreciated!

So Where Has Marie Been ??? 

If you noted references to her absence in the 
President’s Message on page one, you may be 
wondering.  Santo’s T-shirt is a definite clue!  Santo and 
Marie spent 6 months this past year with family in New 
York.  They took some time to visit a few lodges in the 
area.  Pictured at right is Santo and Marie with Mark 
Sarro, right, president of the Leonardo DaVinci Lodge in 
New York.  The photo was taken at the Cellini Lodge 
#2206 Picnic at Eisenhower Park in New York. 

Welcome back, Marie and Santo!!

An Italian of Note 

On July 15, 1877, Amedeo Obici was born in Oderzo, 
Veneto, Italy to Pietro and Luigia Obici. His father died 
shortly thereafter, leaving behind his wife, two sons and two 
daughters. In 1888, Amedeo’s uncle invited him to live with 
his family in Scranton, Pennsylvania. Amedeo sailed from 
France to New York a year later. He was unable to speak 
any English, and his destination (Scranton) was scrawled on 
a piece of paper that was attached to his coat. When he 
arrived in Brooklyn he took a train towards his new home, 
but was misdirected and ended up in Wilkes-Barre, PA. 
Eventually he found his way to his uncle, but would later 
return to this temporary home to work and learn English. 

When he was just 18, Amedeo had saved enough money 
to purchase a peanut roaster and to start his own fruit 
stand. He called himself “The Peanut Specialist.” His new 
method of blanching the peanuts – which removed the 

husk and skins – proved to be 
a hit with his customers. In 
1906, he joined fellow Italian 
American Mario Peruzzi to 
start a new company: 

Planters Peanut Company. The 
company quickly grew. Eight years after 

starting, Amedeo built the first Planters 
manufacturing plant in Suffolk, Virginia, and he and 

his wife, Louise, relocated to the southern state. In 1916, 

Amedeo held a contest for students in 
Suffolk to create a new mascot for his 
peanut company.  Italian American 
Antonio Gentile submitted a drawing 
of a peanut with arms, legs and a 
face doing various activities including 
singing, serving peanuts and riding a 
horse.  His design won and Mr. Peanut 
was born. 

In 1924, Amedeo and Louise 
purchased and renovated Bay Point Farms Estate. The 
1870’s dwelling was rebuilt to mimic an Italian Renaissance 
style home that included a dairy farm, which became a 
hobby for the two. After his wife’s death in 1938, Amedeo 
formed a corporation and funded a large endowment for 
a hospital to be built in Suffolk in her memory. During this 
time, he continued to be an integral part in the Planters 
Company. His unique marketing plans and the addition of 
new products to the Planters product line continued to 
ensure his (and the company’s) success. He also continued 
to live on the dairy farm and raise his prized Guernsey cows 
until he passed away in 1947. Amedeo left a large trust that 
continues to fund various philanthropic efforts in Suffolk and 
Oderzo. 

— Submitted by Marie Ciaramonte 

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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Gatherings and Celebrations 
Columbus Day Celebration 

October 9, 2021

Ladies Lunchen 
October 28, 2021 

Hosted by Rose D’Alesio
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Member Contributions 
From Chris Boyda: 

This is a request to support a local charity organization that, in turn, helps charity organizations.  There is a store in Cave Creek 
that has about 30,000 sq. ft. of display space.  It is managed by The Kiwanis Club and has all sorts of gently used items for sale 
at very low prices.  The store is: 

KIWANIS MARKETPLACE 
6535 E. CAVE CREEK ROAD 
CAVE CREEK, AZ 

The prices are so reasonable and all the help there is volunteer.  The store is as clean as any I have ever seen.  They are open 
every day for your convenience. 

The store specializes in slightly used items that are donated to them.  The Kiwanis Club in turn gives every penny to support 
children’s charities all over the Phoenix/Cave Creek area.   

Items they sell include: 
Furniture (In-door and out-door) 
Clothing 
Sports Equipment 
Appliances 
Tools (Electrical and non-electrical) 
Electronics (Computers, Screens, Speakers, Tuners, Etc.) 
Books, DVDs, CDs, Players and recorders 
Dishes 
Christmas decorations 
And much, much more. 

From Cathy Quagliata: 

About Holidays in October:   

Happy "Italian/American Heritage Month/ Columbus Day" 
We honor many of our ancestors who immigrated to the United States from Italy on a long journey and arrived at Ellis Island 
and saw the Statue of Liberty with hope for a better life for their families! 
Italians have made many contributions in building this Country.  We should all be proud of our Italian roots and heritage and 
to be Italian/Americans. 
 "Dobbiamo essere sempre fieri di essere Itali/Americani e rispettare le nostre tradizioni"  

Another holiday that we celebrate is Halloween on October 31st.   
It is really a Children's holiday but us adults also enjoy preparing candies and goodies for all the "trick or treats". 
Hope you all enjoy this fun holiday because there is a child in all of us.  We deserve to have some fun too! Now more than 
ever. 

From Marie Chiaramonte: 

Places in Italy we never heard of: 

Teano 

City of Oscan origin, it is the ancient Teanum Sidicinum (capital of the Sidicini, so called to distinguish it from the Apulian city 
of Teanum Apulum).  Formerly known as the gate of Campania (by virtue of its geographical position), it is famous for having 
been the scene of the historic meeting between Giuseppe Garibaldi and King Vittorio Emanuele II, which took place in 1860, 
for which it is often called also the cradle of the Unity of Italy. 

Located at the gates of the Roccamonfina-Foce Garigliano regional park, it is the seat of the diocese of Teano-Calvi and is  
34 km from the provincial capital, 60 km from Naples and 172 km from Rome. 
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Humor 

Only in This Stupid World 
......do we leave cars worth thousands of dollars in the driveway and put our useless junk in the garage. 
  
Only in This Stupid World 
......do drugstores make the sick walk all the way to the back of the Store to get their prescriptions while healthy people 
can buy cigarettes at the front. 

Only in This Stupid World 
.....do people order double cheeseburgers, large fries, and a diet Coke. 

Only in This Stupid World 
.....do banks leave vault doors open and then chain the pens to the counters.. 

Only in This Stupid World  
......do we buy hot dogs in packages of ten and buns in packages of eight.. 

Only in This Stupid World  
.....do they have drive-up ATM machines with Braille lettering. 

EVER WONDER....... 

Why don't you ever see the headline 'Psychic Wins Lottery'? 

Why is 'abbreviated' such a long word? 

Why is it that doctors call what they do ‘practice'? 

Why is lemon juice made with artificial flavor, and dishwashing liquid made with real lemons? 

Why is the man who invests all your money called a broker? 

Why isn't there mouse-flavored cat food? 

Why didn't Noah swat those two mosquitoes? 

Why do they sterilize the needle for lethal injections? 

You know that Indestructible black box that is used on airplanes? Why don't they make the whole plane out of that stuff?! 

If flying is so safe, why do they call the airport the terminal? 

Why don't sheep shrink when it rains? 

Why is the time of day with the slowest traffic called rush hour? 

Why are they called apartments when they are all stuck together? 
And, I like this one: 

If Con is the opposite of Pro, is Congress the opposite of progress? 
— Contributed by Chris Boyda
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION WITH US !! 
          Non-Member         Member 

Business Card $40 $30 
1/4 Page $60 $50 
1/2 Page $80 $70 
Full Page $100 $90 

   Prices quoted are per year.  Please submit your ad to 4bigsue@comcast.net  
       no later than the 20th of the month prior to publication in the next month’s issue. 

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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Toni Artino 

Associate Broker 
602-321-2916 

toniarealtor@cox.net 
SalArtino@EncoreAZ.com 

480-567-2339 
 

                                                                                  
                    

EXPERIENCE, HONESTY & INTEGRITY 
  
 
Born in Italy, raised in Ohio, I moved to Phoenix with my husband and two  
children in 1978.  As an Associate Broker for the past 40 years, I have seen 
many changes in the real estate market.  I have enjoyed a very rewarding 
career and have been a consistent top producer throughout the years.  I have 
received many awards, but for me, the highest compliment comes from my 
clients who turn to me for repeat business and referrals from their family and 
friends. My enthusiasm, friendly approach, concern and professional 
competence have earned me strong and lasting relationships and a reputation 
for tenaciously protecting my clients interest.   
Three years ago, my son Sal joined me and it has been an absolute pleasure 
working together. We will always be available to answer your questions, 
address your concerns and just listen.   
 

Encore Realty 
                                                               21423 N. 11th Ave. 
                                                               Phoenix, Az   85027 
                                           


