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President’s Message 

I wish you all  
a very HAPPY and HEALTY NEW YEAR 2022 

What a year this has been! Lots of great things have happened to each 
one of us . . . and some not so great!  Through it all we have managed to 
stay healthy and once again been able to get together.  That, in itself, is a 
blessing. 

I hope you had a great Thanksgiving and Christmas with your family and 
friends this year!  I am sure, like us, you ate too much and are ready to go 
on a diet . . . NAH!  As Italians, the food calls us, and there is no way we can 
say no to all the deliciousness that holiday food brings.  So, mangiate bene 
e non ci pensati. 

I have truly been blessed to be able to spend time with all of you and to 
get to know you and enjoy your company.  As hard as this year has been, it 
has also been a year of great blessings.  I have learned to appreciate 
people more, things less, and to prioritize what is important to me.   I have 
learned how lucky I am for my family and my friends.  In the end that is all 
anyone really needs.  

In the new year let’s remember to count our blessings and be happy!  My 
wish for each of you this year and always is that you stay healthy and get 
whatever your heart desires. 

Fraternally, 
Marie Chiaramonte,  President 

mailto:davincilodge2992@gmail.com
http://osiaazdavinci.org
http://www.osia.org
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  Happy Birthday, Members! 
Chuck Artino Nov. 7 
John Scarafionti Nov 8 
Donna Finocchio Nov. 22 
Paola Luchi Nov. 29 
Jeffrey Gennaro Dec. 2 
Deborah Forcine Dec. 3 
Anthony Morelli Dec. 4 
Sandra Schembre Dec. 7 
Joanne Roviaro Dec 8 
Frank Maisano Dec. 9 
Rose D’Alesio Dec. 10 
David Walin Dec. 23 
Jim Bolduc Dec. 25 
Christopher Boyda Dec. 25 
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Sunshine Corner 
A sympathy card was sent  
to Santo and Marie Chiaramonte  
for the passing of their sister-in-law. 

4bigsue@comcast.net 

From the Desk of the Vice-President 

Buongiorno my paisanos. Well, another year has passed.  Here 
we are in January, and the holidays are behind us.  Whether 
you are traveling or just staying home, please stay safe.  With 
the new strain of Covid 19 going around, you can’t be too 
careful. 

Happy New Year!  Buon Anno! 

This new season brings us upon elections for our new Board in 
the Lodge, and I want to wish everyone running the best of 
luck.  It is so important that we vote.  The future of the Lodge 
depends on everyone renewing membership and casting 
votes for your favorite choice.  

I’d also like to welcome our newest members from the 
Camelback Lodge: Karen Rizzo, and Tom and Rose Mongitore. 
Your presence is such a blessing.  We need to focus on bringing 
in new members, friends and family alike.  All are welcome. 

Let’s make this the best year ever for our Lodge! 

Remember:  “In God We Trust!” 

Wishing you all the best! 

Jim Bolduc, Vice-President

DUES 
Must be paid by January 31, 2022 

$50 per person 
Please make payable to “DaVinci Lodge #2992” and send to:  

 Christopher Boyda 
℅ DaVinci Lodge #2992 

P.O. Box 71028 
Phoenix, AZ  85050 

Can also be paid at the upcoming meeting January 23, 2022 

General Meeting 
Sunday, January 23, 2022 

1 - 4 PM 
Paseo Highland Park 

3534 W. Pinnacle Peak Rd. 
Phoenix, AZ 

There will be individual deli sandwiches 
available if you let us know no later than 

January 21st and wish to purchase 
lunch at the park for $12 per person. 

Toni Artino:  tonireltor@cox.com 

You may also bring your own lunch. 

BRING A CHAIR 

mailto:tonireltor@cox.com
mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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Bits and Pieces 
From Antoinette Trifiro: 
 Because of your generosity, our community outreach project of 2021 was a great success!  

 Here is the breakdown: Membership Donations: $630, Lodge Donation: $500, Total  $1,130.  Two Checks, in the   
 amount of $565 each, were mailed to Phoenix Rescue Mission and to St. Mary's Food Bank to support these    
 organization's programs.   

 From the bottom of my heart, THANK YOU DaVinci Lodge Members and Council, for generously giving to those less   
 fortunate in our community.  We have done well! 

From Christopher Boyda, Captain, United States Air Force (Ret’d): 

 (Regarding the Veterans’ Day Picnic, November 13, 2021) 

 Hello to all who participated yesterday.  For those who did not participate you really missed out. 

 It was a wonderful event and was very heartwarming for me and my family.  We are deeply touched whenever   
 someone expresses gratitude for the military veterans throughout the years.  Whether you served two years or   
 twenty or more years, one thing is common to us all.  As stated in the "Understand A Military Veteran" passage read   
 aloud at the event - this really hit home for me - we waltzed off into the great unknown as a child and came back   
 as an adult.  We learned how to accept responsibility, conquer objectives, accept 'thank you for a job well done'   
 with humility or oftentimes not even get a 'thank you' because you were just doing what had to be done.  And, as   
 soon as one issue was settled, get up early the next day and volunteer to get onto something else. 

 Thank you all once again for all the respect and honor shown yesterday. 

From Toni Artino: 

 Gennaro Carfagno, at the Christmas celebration, mentioned to  
 everyone that there is a family with a little girl, Brilynn, that is  
 attending his school who could use a little help this year for  
 Christmas.  Thanks to our wonderful members’ generosity, we  
 were able to purchase clothing, shoes, toys, books, etc. to help  
 in making this Christmas special for Brilynn. 

From the Sons of Italy Foundation: 

 The Sons of Italy Foundation is proud to have participated in #GivingTuesday on Tuesday, November 30, 2021.  This   
 year, the Sons of Italy Foundation proudly presented another donation of $20,000 to Help Our Military Heroes   
 (HOMH), a non-profit organization dedicated to providing fully equipped adaptive minivans to our country’s military 
 veterans who were severely wounded while on active duty. 
  
 This year’s donation marks the seventh time in eight years that the SIF has donated at least $20,000 to HOMH.  The   
 donation provided a minivan grant to Lucas “Luke” Jackson (ret.), who was paralyzed as a result of his service.  

 “Thank you to the Sons of Italy Foundation for making it possible to get this van.  It’s made my life a whole lot easier   
 as far as transportation goes,” he said.  “ It’s made me a lot more independent, a lot more willing to go out and do   
 things on my own.” 

 Prior to receiving the van, Luke relied heavily on his wife, Ellen, whom he met wile both were serving the Coast   
 Guard and stationed in Alaska.  “Having the van makes it a lot easier to get in like I could before my injury, to just go 
 out on a date and not have to worry about breaking down my wheelchair,” he said.  “It adds a little bit more   
 normalcy to my life.” 

 HOMH works with each individual to provide a minivan with modifications specific to his or her needs.  It was   
 founded in 2009 and since has awarded 165 adaptive minivans to deserving veterans. 

Bits and Pieces,  cont’d next page 
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Bits and Pieces, Continued 

From Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America: 

1.  Through the Sons of Italy Foundation (SIF), and hundreds of thousands of family members located in all fifty 
states and the District. of Columbia, the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America (OSDIA) has awarded nearly 
$61 million in scholarships to date.  In past years, the SIF has offered 1 to 15 merit-based scholarships (National 
Leadership Grants), ranging from $4,000 to $25,000, in a nationwide competition.  Last year, students received a 
total f $85,00 in merit-based scholarships!  For more information and to apply, please visit  
www.osia.org/programs/scholarships/.  

2.  Announcement!!  The Commission for Social Justice (CSJ) launched an official CSJ Resource Page to collect 
and host educational information for reference - not only for our members, but for the entire Italian American 
community! 

Since 1979, CSJ has been the anti-defamation arm of the Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America (OSDIA) 
that is committed to fighting the stereotyping of Italian Americans and conducts campaigns at both the 
community and the national levels tat support cultural and social issues of importance to Italian Americans.  To 
explore the CSJ Resource page, please visit www.osia.org/commission-for-social-justice/resource-page/. 

Italian of Note:  Basil Russo, National Leader 

A fierce advocate on behalf of his heritage for decades, Basil Russo has undertaken the 
Garibaldian task of uniting the community on a national level. 

Russo was watching the ballgame on TV with his immigrant grandfather when Cleveland 
Indians slugger Rocky Colavito hit his record-tying fourth consecutive home run against the 
Baltimore Orioles on June 10, 1959.  Russo was only 12 at the time, but that moment is forever 
etched in his memory. 

“My ’nonnu’ was a tough, old Sicilian who rarely showed much emotion, but there he was 
with tears of joy running down his face,” Russo recalls.  “Those sports heroes we so important to 
our immigrant forebears because they gave them hope that they, too, could be someday 
accepted in America.” 

In the ensuing decades, Russo has gone to bat for his community and culture on countless occasions, consistently 
“knocking it out of the park” in memory of his ancestors.  “My grandparents had little formal education, but they taught 
me more about what was important in life than anything I ever learned at school,” he explains.  “Family, faith, heritage, 
ad a relentless work ethic.  Preserving those values is my way of thanking them.” 

Among his many accomplishments: 

• Russo was the driving force behind the Bishop Anthony Pilla Italian American Studies Program at his undergraduate 
alma mater, John Carroll University 

• He is a founding member and chairman of the Cleveland Italian Film Festival, and has served as chairman of the 
Greater Cleveland Columbus Day parade since 2004. 

• He is a founding member and past officer of the Northern Ohio Italian American Foundation, which has raised more 
than #$3 million for charitable purposes. 

• As national president since 2014 of the Italian Sons and Daughters in America, he has implemented strategies that 
have grown member investment assets from $62 million to $240 million while increasing social media traffic from next 
to nothing to 3 million visitors and followers annually. 

• Most recently, as president of the conference of Presidents of Major Italian American Organizations, he has launched 
an unprecedented movement to unite Italian Americans nationwide.   

Read the full article at franoi.com/profiles/national-leader-basil-russo/.  

— Contributed by Marie Chiaramonte 

http://www.osia.org/programs/scholarships/
http://franoi.com/profiles/national-leader-basil-russo/
http://www.osia.org/commission-for-social-justice/resource-page/
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New Year’s Eve Traditions in Italy 

Most towns in Italy have public fireworks in a central square, with Naples known for having one of the best and biggest 
displays in the country.  Smaller towns build bonfires in the central square where villagers will congregate into the early 
morning.  There’s usually public music and dancing before the fireworks.   Rome, Milan, Bologna, Palermo, and Naples put 
on huge popular outdoor shows with pop and rock bands.  These events can sometimes be seen on television, too.  Families 
and guests at parties are sometimes entertained with a game called “Tombola, similar to Bingo. 

The New Year is also celebrated with Spumante or Prosecco, sparkling Italian wine.  New Year’s parties, whether public or 
private, will often last until sunrise.  A custom that is still followed in some places, especially in the south of Italy, is throwing 
your old things out the window to symbolize your readiness to accept the New Year.  Don’t forget to wear your red 
underwear to ring in the new ear.  Italian folklore claims this will bring luck in the coming year. 

— Antoinette Trifiro 

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . .

Have Something to Contribute to the Newsletter? 

To include an article, submit a photo, or request a correction to an item, your submission must be received no later 
than the 20th of the month prior to the next publication.  Please e-mail your request to Shirley Gotelli at 
4bigsue@comcast.net or call 510-851-0384 for information.  Members comments, suggestions as well as written articles 
are encouraged and much appreciated!

Christmas Celebration 

The DaVinci Lodge #2992 Christmas Party was held on December 5, 2021 at Phoenix City Grill. in Phoenix.   
Many thanks to Paula Pitruzzello and Toni Artino for their efforts in putting together this fun gathering!

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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Christmas Traditions in Italy 

The presepio traditionally started in Naples and became 
customary in other parts of Southern Italy.  Many Italian 
immigrants, including my family, incorporated the presepio 
together with the traditional Christmas tree.  Most Italians 
include a manger scene on top of a table or under the 
Christmas tree, while others may decide to have a section 
of the room dedicated to the presepio, with all sorts of 
characters, ceramic houses and figurines along with the 
traditional fir tree,.  Traditionally, baby Jesus is placed in 
the manger scene when the clock strikes midnight on 
Christmas Eve. 

A favorite Christmas tradition includes singing “Tu Scendi 
dalle Stelle”.  This song is the anthem for the holiday 
season in Italy.  Think of it as their “Silent Night”.  Once you 
get the song in your head, you’ll be humming it all day.  
Listen to the song at  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?=THoF5snnSvE.    

Unlike Catholics in another parts the world, Italians refrain 
from eating meat on Christmas Eve.  In fact, they fast all 
day and only start eating the fish at the evening meal.  
Family and friends then gather to wait until Midnight Mass 
and feast on at least seven fishes.  Popular dishes include 
baccala (a salted cod fish), linguine with clam sauce, and 
octopus.  In Napoli, some people even make sure to have 
eel on the table.  Italian Americans sometimes include 
lobster and crab to spice up the meal.  You can have 
Margherita pizza and cheese calzones on hand for those 
who don’t care for fish. 

Did you know that Panettone is a staple fond in any Italian 
home during the Christmas season?  For some il Panettone  

is the Italian version of fruitcake.  This confection originated 
in the town of Milan and is a symbol of the city.  It has a 
cupola-shaped top, and it should always be taller than it is 
wide. 

Lastly, but by no means least, of Italian traditions is the 
celebration of Epiphany.  In Italy, the holiday season 
officially ends on January 6, the day commemorating the 
arrival of the three wise men in Bethlehem.  On that day, 
Italians wait for La Befana, the Italian Christmas witch.  
According to the Italian legend, La Befana, a witch-like 
woman riding on a broom, refused to join the Wise Men, 
on their journey to see the baby 
Jesus.  When she regrets her 
decision, she sets out to bring 
gifts to the Child but never finds 
him.  Instead, she leaves gifts for 
other children.  Italian children 
leave out their shoes or put up 
stockings for La Befana to fill on January 5th, Epiphany 
Eve. 

It is La Befana who brings thoughtful little surprises to good 
Italian boys and girls.  Traditionally, she has placed pencils, 
walnuts and tangerines in the stockings of good children 
and coal in those of children who have been bad.  Unlike 
Santa Claus, La Befana has been an Italian tradition since 
the thirteenth century and comes from Christian legend 
rather than pop culture.  The arrival of La Befana is 
celebrated with traditional Italian foods such as panettone 
and marks the end of the long and festive holiday season 
in Italy.  In honor of the Three Wise Men, Italians go to 
church and enjoy spending the day with family. 

— Antoinette Trifiro 

. . . honoring our heritage, celebrating our culture . . .
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ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS OR ORGANIZATION WITH US !! 
          Non-Member         Member 

Business Card $40 $30 
1/4 Page $60 $50 
1/2 Page $80 $70 
Full Page $100 $90 

   Prices quoted are per year.  Please submit your ad to 4bigsue@comcast.net  
       no later than the 20th of the month prior to publication in the next month’s issue. 

mailto:4bigsue@comcast.net
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Toni Artino 

Associate Broker 
602-321-2916 

toniarealtor@cox.net 
SalArtino@EncoreAZ.com 

480-567-2339 
 

                                                                                  
                    

EXPERIENCE, HONESTY & INTEGRITY 
  
 
Born in Italy, raised in Ohio, I moved to Phoenix with my husband and two  
children in 1978.  As an Associate Broker for the past 40 years, I have seen 
many changes in the real estate market.  I have enjoyed a very rewarding 
career and have been a consistent top producer throughout the years.  I have 
received many awards, but for me, the highest compliment comes from my 
clients who turn to me for repeat business and referrals from their family and 
friends. My enthusiasm, friendly approach, concern and professional 
competence have earned me strong and lasting relationships and a reputation 
for tenaciously protecting my clients interest.   
Three years ago, my son Sal joined me and it has been an absolute pleasure 
working together. We will always be available to answer your questions, 
address your concerns and just listen.   
 

Encore Realty 
                                                               21423 N. 11th Ave. 
                                                               Phoenix, Az   85027 
                                           


