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OPENING LITANY
We begin in the name of the Lord, whom we are to fear and love.
Fear God? Are we to be afraid of our Creator?
Not afraid, but filled with reverent awe.
How shall we do this?
By trusting God above all things, and calling upon God'’s name.
In every time of need, in prayer, praise, and thanks.
And because we fear and love God, we love and respect all God's
creation.
People and animals, plants and water, mountains and deserts.

In 1539, Luther wrote “On the Councils and the Church” as part of the real
possibility that the Roman Catholic church and the Lutheran church
would not be reconciled in his lifetime. The third section of the book is to
be studied during Lent. He identified seven marks of the church which
can assure us of God’s work in the world. Please join us for simple
worship and meal during Lent and take home our litanies and Luther’s
words as part of your family’s faith journey to Easter. PT

“Well then, the Children’s Creed teaches us that a Christian holy people is to
be and to remain on earth until the end of the world. This is an article of
faith that cannot be terminated until that which it believes comes, as Christ
promises, “l am with you always, to the close of the age” [Matt. 28:20]. But
how will or how can a poor confused person tell where such Christian holy
people are to be found in this world?” * Martin Luther

1 Martin Luther, Luther’s Works, Vol. 41: Church and Ministry IlI, ed. Jaroslav Jan Pelikan, Hilton
C. Oswald, and Helmut T. Lehmann (Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1999), 148.
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First, the holy Christian people are recognized by their possession of the holy word
of God. To be sure, not all have it in equal measure, as St. Paul says [1 Cor. 3:12-14].
Some possess the word in its complete purity, others do not. Those who have the
pure word are called those who “build on the foundation with gold, silver, and precious
stones”; those who do not have it in its purity are the ones who “build on the
foundation with wood, hay, and straw,” and yet will be saved through fire. More than
enough was said about this above. This is the principal item, and the holiest of holy
possessions, by reason of which the Christian people are called holy; for God's word
is holy and sanctifies everything it touches; it is indeed the very holiness of God,
Romans 1 [:16), “It is the power of God for salvation to every one who has faith,” and 1
Timothy 4 [:5], “Everything is consecrated by the word of God and prayer.” For the Holy
Spirit himself administers it and anoints or sanctifies the Christian church with it
rather than with the pope’s chrism, with which he anoints or consecrates fingers, garb,
cloaks, chalices, and stones. These objects will never teach one to love God, to
believe, to praise, to be pious. They may adorn the bag of maggots, but afterward they
fall apart and decay with the chrism and whatever holiness it contains, and with the
bag of maggots itself.

Yet this holy possession is the true holy possession, the true ointment that anoints
unto life eternal, even though you cannot have a papal crown or a bishop's hat, but
must die bare and naked, just like children (in fact, all of us), who are baptized naked
and without any adornment. But we are speaking of the external word, preached
orally by men like you and me, for this is what Christ left behind as an external sign, by
which his church, or his Christian people in the world, should be recognized. We also
speak of this external word as it is sincerely believed and openly professed before the
world, as Christ says, “Every one who acknowledges me before men, | also will
acknowledge before my Father and his angels” [Matt. 10:32]. There are many who
know it in their hearts, but will not profess it openly. Many possess it, but do not
believe in it or act by it, for the number of those who believe in and act by it is small—
as the parable of the seed in Matthew 13 [:4—-8] says that three sections of the field
receive and contain the seed, but only the fourth section, the fine and good soil, bears
fruit with patience.

Now, wherever you hear or see this word preached, believed, professed, and lived,
do not doubt that the true ecclesia sancta catholica, “a Christian holy people” must be
there, even though their number is very small. For God's word “shall not return empty;’
Isaiah 55 [:11], but must have at least a fourth or a fraction of the field. And even if
there were no other sign than this alone, it would still suffice to prove that a Christian,
holy people must exist there, for God’s word cannot be without God's people, and
conversely, God's people cannot be without God's word. Otherwise, who would
preach or hear it preached, if there were no people of God? And what could or would
God's people believe, if there were no word of God?



