
 

 
Sunday, October 25, 2020   
 

GATHERING HYMN “A Mighty Fortress” ELW#504 

  
A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; 
He breaks the cruel oppressor's rod and wins salvation glorious. 
The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe! 
With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight. 
On earth he has no equal. 

 

No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected. 
But now a champion comes to fight, whom God himself elected. 
You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he! 
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God's only Son, adored. 
He holds the field victorious. 

 

Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat'ning to devour us, 
We tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot overpow'r us. 
Let this world's tyrant rage; in battle we'll engage! 
His might is doomed to fail; God's judgment must prevail! 
One little word subdues him. 

 

God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
for God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, 
though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day. 
The kingdom's ours forever! 

 
CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS 

 
Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgment on one 
another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 



God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, Christ 

has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ 
Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 
 
KYRIE 

 
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. (Refrain) 
 
For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, for 
all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain) 
 

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live 
out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain) 

 
For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for 
our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain) 

 
For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish 
our soul ls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord (Refrain) 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Together let us pray. Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews 
the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 
steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all 
enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 
READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 
when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 
broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they 
teach one another, or say to each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the 



least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 
sin no more. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
READING: Romans 3:19-28 
 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For "no 
human being will be justified in his sight" by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law 
comes the knowledge of sin. But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been 
disclosed, and is attested by the law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God; they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through 
faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed 
over the sins previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. Then what becomes of boasting? It 
is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. For we hold that a 
person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life.  
Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.   Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL:  John 8:31-36 

The Holy Gospel according to St. John the 8th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, you are truly 
my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free." They answered 
him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you 
mean by saying, 'You will be made free'?" Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone 
who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; 
the son has a place there forever. So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 

 
The Gospel of our Lord.  
Praise to you, O Christ. 



HYMN OF THE DAY “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” ELW#597 
 

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus' blood and righteousness; 
No merit of my own I claim, but wholly lean on Jesus' name. 
 
Refrain 
On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; all other ground is sinking sand. 
 
When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace; 
in ev'ry high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil.  Refrain 
 
His oath, his covenant, his blood sustain me in the raging flood; 
when all supports are washed away, he then is all my hope and stay.  Refrain 
 
When he shall come with trumpet sound, oh, may I then in him be found, 
clothed in his righteousness alone, redeemed to stand before the throne!  Refrain 

  
SENDING HYMN “Go My Children with My Blessing” ELW#543 
  

“Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
In my love’s baptismal river.  I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 
“Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 
Here you heard my dear Son’s story, here you touched him, saw his glory. 
Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 
 
“Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 
Here my Spirit’s power filled you, here my tender comfort stilled you. 
Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 
 

  
SENDING 
Go in peace, serve the Lord. 
Yes, we will! Thanks be to God! 


