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Februory 29,2024

The Honouroble Andreo Khonjin
Minister of the Environment Conservotion ond Porks
Vio E-moil: minister.mecp@ontorio,co

Deor Minister Khonjin:

RE: Serious Concerns with Yorkl Environmentol Woste Solutions Ltd. Proposols;29831
lrish School Rood, Chothom-Kent

I om writing to you on beholf of Chothom-Kent Municipol Council ond sur citizens, regording
o mqtter of serious concern thot hos recently qrisen in our municipolity, with potentiolly
serious environmentql, community ond municipol infrqstructure impqcts.

Yorkl Environmentol Woste Solutionis Ltd. hos mode two opplicotions to your Ministry, one
for o Woste Processing focility, ond one for o londfill focility. We ot Chothom-Kent only
leorned obout the detoils of these opplicotions when the required public notices were sent
out ond the motters were posted on the Environmentol Registry of Ontorio.

The owners of these property ore trying to estoblish new recycling ond londfill uses without
full study by hitchhiking on outdoted, historic Ministry opprovols issued decodes ogo. Those
historic opprovols were for very norrow uses serving the locol oreo, thot hod limited impocts
on surrounding properties ond our community. We understond Ministry stoff to dote hove
occepted some qf the orguments of the owners, thot this is only on exponsion of existing
focilities. Chdthom-Kent strongly disogrees with this opprooch; whot is being proposed here
is the estoblishment of o new lorge-scole recycling ond londfill focility with o province-wide
service oreo. Under the proposql the site would receive cnd mqncge over 2 million tonnes of
woste per yeor.

Our preliminory concerns include:

o The owner's opprooch. which.seems to hove been ot leost portiolly occepted by your
stoff, will result in hundreds of trucks bringing recycling ond gorboge through our
community without odequote study ond plonning;

. The environmentol opprovol requirements your government hos in ploce for new
londfills ore being olmost entirely ovoided in this ccse, which roises mojor concerns
obout negotive impocts to locol residents ond the community, the environment ond
noturol feotures in the oreo ond municipol infrqstructurei ond

o This property is olso in very close proximity to the town of Dresden, opproximotely 1
km to the north. The proposol includes 24 hour o doy operotions, ond hos o potentiol
for significont noise ond odour issues. ln short, this is obsolutely not on oppropriote
locotion to be developing o lorge-scole londfill ond rerycling focility.

Municipol Council hos now heord from our community, ond there is o resounding opposition
to these proposols, On Februory 26, 2023, Council pclssed o unonimous motion opposed in
principle to this proposol, ond colling on your Ministry to reject the proposol. Pleose find o
copy of thot Council resolution ottqched. Should you not be prepored to reject the
opplicotion entirely, then we implore you to designote this project under the Environmentol
Assessment Act. As things stond, your Ministry oppeors to be prepored to qllow o decision
on o mojor woste locility with q provinciql scole dnd serious future consequences to our
municipolity be exempt from current opprovol requirements bosed on outdoted historicol
opprovols from o bygone environmentql regime. At minimum, o full environmentql
ossessment under the EA Act is required to ensure this proposol ond its potentiol
environmentol ond community impocts ore fully evoluoted before o decision is mode by your
Ministry on the proposol.

We look forword to your immediqte ottention to this motter.

Sincerely,

Dorrin Conniff, Moyor/CEO
Municipolity of Chothqm'Kent

Attochment: Motion of Chothom-Kent Municipol Council, Yorkl Proposol, Februory 26,2024

C; Trevor Jones, MPP Chothom-Kent-Leomington


