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Commanders Notes

Jerry Brandt, Department of Florida First Vice 
Commander writes;

“This is the time of the year to start looking at 
the future, by now you have had the First call for 
Candidates for of�ice for your incoming Post 
Of�icers. The question is are they ready? A good 
leader should always think ahead, what happens 
if I cant continue? Who will take my place? What 
will happen to the team, the Post? While visiting 
the Posts, I �ind that many of the of�icers are 
elected to a position that they do not know any-
thing about. For example, National Commander, 
Bill Oxford, indicated at his �irst Post Meeting, he 
was elected Commander of the Post. Others 
indicated had they became the Finance Of�icer, or 
Adjutant, they did not know what to do. Would 
you? If this happens, would your Post step up 
and help? Please say yes. Please mentor them.”

I know from experience what it feels like to be 
elected to an of�ice, and not know the �irst thing 
about the of�ice you were elected to. It’s hard to 
play catch up, when some of the other of�icers 
are playing catch up with you. Its nice to be the 
Commander of a Post. Everybody looks up to 
you. They are your buddies until you have to 
make a hard decision that goes against them. So, 
if you are asked to become an Of�icer of the Post, 
think real hard, am I ready? This is not a game, 
just because you can balance your check book 
does not mean you are ready for the position of 
Finance Of�icer. This is why a candidate for a 
position should come up through what is called 
the chairs. This way when he reaches the posi-
tion of Commander, he has a working knowledge 
of the Post.

I, as a Commander reach out to my of�icers for 
input on problems that are facing the Post. I want 
my of�icers to know their job, and are willing to 
learn their job. One of the biggest jobs of a Com-
mander is passing on his knowledge to those 
coming up the ladder.

Now on to other subjects, boy what a blast our 
One Hundred- and two-year Anniversary of the 
American Legion was. I am very proud of this 
Post, and of the members that put this Anniversa-
ry bash on. It was a team effort. Another blast 
was the St. Paddies Day celebration. The Corn 
Beef and Cabbage was the greatest. What a time, 
good music, good food, and good friends, it can’t 
get any better than this.

If you have a question or just want to talk, or get a 
problem off your chest, I am here on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fridays at 1:00 p.m. Stop by my 
of�ice which is a table and say hello.

May you have a good day today and a better day 
tomorrow.

Robert Scott - Commander



Page 4 Where prospective members are always welcome and young veterans are heard

Post 166 Monthly Events
March was an exciting month for the Post.  From celebrating anniversaries of our Post and the American 
Legion, we also had St Patty’s day to celebrate.  Kevin Dunn was in the house singing Irish jigs, Leo 
cooked up the Corned beef and Cabbage and there was a lot of Green in the Post that day.  National 
meatball day was a hit as we served meatball subs that day.  We cannot forget Peanut Butter Lovers day 
when we had Peanut butter cake that Nancy made for us and on Cookie day, Phyllis baked a variety of 
cookies to choose from.  We celebrated First Friday as we always do with Jane’s clam chowder, which gets 
better every month.  The Monthly birthday celebration is catching on, Phyllis baked three cakes and there 
was not a slice left.    All of this is possible with great people, like Judy, who are always willing to help 
serve and to all of you who come in and support our Events.  Thank you to everyone!

In April, we have some more fun things lined up:

April 1:  April Fool’s Day – We have a trick or two up our sleeve

April 2:  First Friday with Jane’s Clam Chowder

April 4:  Easter & Monthly Birthday Celebration – Bunny cake, Easter eggs �illed with candy (a 
prize if you get the golden egg) and more fun things planned 

April 7:  National Beer & Burrito Day – There will be several types of burrito s to choose from April 

12:  National Grilled Cheese Day – Who does not love a grilled cheese sandwich?

April 26:  National Pretzel Day – They go great with adult beverages!

May 1:  Third Annual Kentucky Derby – Sponsored by the Post’s Legion Riders. The ride is open to 
all Bikes, Trikes and Automobiles.  Games at every stop. The ride starts at our Post and ends at our 
Post where there will be prizes awarded, raf�les and a meal. You will not want to miss out on this, 
so come into the Post and signed up!

As always, See you at the Post!

Focus on How The Members of Post 166 Are Helping
Our Veterans and Active-Duty Military
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Looking Over The 
Fairing

I am proud to announce that I have been elected 
as Director of American Legion Riders Chapter 
166. The other newly elected of�icers are Greg
Doody as Assistant Director and Gary Salo is our
new treasurer.  We are also happy to welcome
our Sergeant of Arms ,Graham Dunnege, back
following his recovery from a golf cart/truck
collision.

We have lost a few members but the twelve 
members who attended our last meeting are 
strong, dedicated individuals who are a true 
asset and are committed to growing our Legion 
Riders.

I am happy to report that we will participate in 
the escort of the Vietnam Memorial Traveling 
Wall.  This event takes place on April 22, 2021.  
The procession begins at 9:30 A.M. at Bealls on 
State Road 44 and Croft Avenue in Inverness and 
will escort The Wall to Crystal Harley Davidson.  
The Vietnam Memorial Traveling Wall will 
remain there through April 26th.  I would like to 
encourage everyone to come out to the Harley 
dealership during this time frame to pay your 
respects to the 58,279 men and women who 
gave their lives during the Vietnam War.

We are excited to host once again, what will be 
this year,  the 3rd Annual Derby Day Ride on May 
1st. This ride is open to everyone:- automobiles, 
trikes, and bikes.  The stops will be announced 
shortly.  Of course, there will be games at each 
stop and lots of prizes and raf�les.  Registration 
begins at 10:00 A.M. and Kick stands up at 11:00 
A.M.  Following the ride, a meal will be provided
at our Post for all participants.  There is a
sign-up sheet at the Post for all that interested.
So, mark your Calendar and plan on attending
and bring your best Derby Hat (best one wins a
prize).

Continued

As a reminder, we will be collecting food all year 
for our Veterans in need.  There is a donation box 
located at the Post, so when you buy your grocer-
ies, the Legion Riders Chapter 166, humbly ask 
that you pick up one or two non-perishable (no 
glass) items and bring them the next time you 
are at the Post.  Thank you to those who have 
contributed thus far. 

Until next time, Ride Safe!

          Bob Ballew - Director of the Legion Riders
Post 166 Chapter

M1126 Infantry Carrier Vehicle
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Phone: 352-277-1719 email:  nnkokafl@gmail.com 

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 166 Department of Florida 
4520 S. Suncoast Blvd, Homosassa, Florida  

Mail: P.O. Box 767 – Homosassa Springs, Florida 34447-0767 

Natalie Scott – President  

NEWSLETTER – APRIL 2021 

HAPPY EASTER 

MEMBERSHIP 

UNPAID 2021 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS ARE PAST DUE! 
If you have not paid your 2021 Auxiliary dues yet, please do so this week.  Your 2020 
membership has expired and you no longer have privileges as a member including entry to a 
Post, purchase of beverages or food, or voting rights.  Your access to Post 166 with your key 
card has also expired until your dues are paid.   You will not be able to just renew for 2021-2022. 
You will either have to pay both the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 dues or you will have to rejoin on 
September 1.  If you rejoin, your membership in ALA will begin with 2021-2022. 

As of 3/19/2021 we have 120 members. So far this year, we have 74 renewals, 33 new members, 
10 transfers from other posts and 3 rejoins.  This is offset by 35 members who have not yet paid 
their 2021 dues.    

You may pay your $30 dues at the bar or mail them to ALA Unit 166, PO Box 767, Homosassa 
Springs FL 34447.  Natalie Scott is again handling renewals and new membership.  Once dues 
are paid, your membership card will be available at the bar within a week.  If you would like to 
have your membership card mailed to you, please include a self-addressed stamped envelope 
with your payment. 

MARCH 15, 2021 – 102ND ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN LEGION 

On March 15, our American Legion Post 166, SAL, Auxiliary, and ALR celebrated the 102nd 
anniversary of the American Legion.  Our Unit 166 Auxiliary had  table set up to take new 
membership applications, plus purchase of new Unit 166 tshirts, bracelets, and money for the 
Money Raffle.  Boxes collected clothing and food for DayStar.  Thank you to Barbara Tripp and 
Dorene Bettis who volunteered at the table and to Michelle Tormaschy-Leuthauser who brought 
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the flag balloons.  And thank you to Deb Balleew who set up the table for us.  When I arrived, 
everything was ready for us. 

Barbara Tripp 

NEW UNIT 166 SHIRTS 

The first order for our Unit 166 shirts arrived and can be seen on several ladies at the Post  This 
year, we are asking for pre-orders including payment.  It would have been too difficult to guess 
how many of each style to order and what sizes.  We will be sending in another order for shirts 
soon.  Please order at the bar, including payment, by Friday, 3/26 so we can have this new order 
available at the April 12 meeting. If you miss this cutoff date, there will be additional order over 
the next months. 

 There are three options this year – regular crew neck tshirts, v-neck ladies tshirts, and collared 
golf-type polo shirts.  All shirts are in cotton or a cotton/polyester blend.  Cost is $20 for the 
crew tshirt or v-neck and $25 for the collared shirt.  When ordering, the crew tshirts seem to be 
running true to a Hanes-similar men’s tshirt  If the shirt you order is absolutely the wrong size 
when you receive it, we’ll hold it back for someone else and reorder the size you really need. 
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If you are returning to your out of area home, you can order a shirt at the Post and we will ship it 
to you for just $5 per shirt.  

Dorene, Jody, Deb, Vicky, Kathy, Natalie Barb 
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UNIT 166 FUNDRAISER – MONEY RAFFLE 

Our $Money Raffle$ is starting to grow, but we have a long way to go.  As of Sunday morning, 
March 21, we have collected $445.  If you haven’t purchased your coupon and put it in the big 
jug near the bar, it’s a good time to do that.  You can also purchase more if you’ve already 
purchased one or more.  Remember, the more participants and the more money, the bigger the 
pot will be.   You can print and use the attached flyer or pick up some at the Post.  Money Raffle 
will run from February through May with a drawing to be held at Post 166 on May 31st during 
the Memorial Day activities.   

To participate, donate either $5, $10, or $20.  Staple either $5, $10, $20 or a check to the entry 
coupon and drop it into the big plastic container on the table right before the bar at Post 166.  
You may enter as many times as you wish. Only one $5, $10, or $20 entry per coupon. (If you 
want to enter five $20 coupons and pay by check, you will need to write five separate $20 
checks.)  On May 31st, a drawing will be held for one money winner.  If you entered $5 and your 
coupon is drawn, you would receive 5% of the total amount collected. If you entered $10 and 
your coupon is drawn, you would receive 10% of the total amount collected.  If you entered $20 
and your coupon is drawn, you would receive 25% of the total amount collected.  That means 
that if we have excellent participation and we collect $4000, $5 entry winner would receive 
$200, $10 entry winner would receive $400, or $20 entry winner would receive $1000.  
Remember, one money winner only.  There will be a second coupon drawn for a gift basket.  
You do not need to be present to win.  If you are from out of state or too far away in Florida to 
travel, a check will be mailed to you.  The winner of the gift basket would need to pick it up at 
Post 166. 

If you are unable to come into Post 166 and wish to enter, you may mail your entries to ALA 
Unit 166, PO Box 767, Homosassa FL 34447 and we’ll take care of getting them put into the 
collection container. 

All proceeds will be split with 60% going to Auxiliary Unit 166 and 40% going to Post 166. 
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GIRLS STATE 

Our Girls State delegate, Breena,  has submitted all of her paperwork to ALA Department of 
Florida and has been approved to attend.    Vicky and Natalie will attend the Girls State 
orientation at Post 155 Crystal River on March 28 with Breena  and her parent(s).  This year’s 
Girls State will be from Jun 7 – June 15 in Tallahassee at the University of Florida. 

OFFICER NOMINATIONS 

The following members have been nominated for officers of Unit 166 for 2021-2022: 
President – Jody Hansen-Walker 
Vice President – Open 
Secretary – Sheryl McDaniel 
Treasurer – Open 
Chaplain – Vicky Eley 
Sgt-at-Arms – Janice McGough 
Historian – Open 
eBoard – First nomination at April meeting 
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American Legion Auxiliary Unit 166 Department of Florida
4520 S. Suncoast Blvd, Homosassa, Florida  

Mail: P.O. Box 767 – Homosassa Springs, Florida 34447-0767 

Natalie Scott – President  

NEWSLETTER – APRIL 2021

HAPPY EASTER

MEMBERSHIP

UNPAID 2021 MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS ARE PAST DUE!
If you have not paid your 2021 Auxiliary dues yet, please do so this week.  Your 2020 
membership has expired and you no longer have privileges as a member including entry to a 
Post, purchase of beverages or food, or voting rights.  Your access to Post 166 with your key
card has also expired until your dues are paid.   You will not be able to just renew for 2021-2022.
You will either have to pay both the 2020-2021 and 2021-2022 dues or you will have to rejoin on 
September 1.  If you rejoin, your membership in ALA will begin with 2021-2022. 

As of 3/19/2021 we have 120 members. So far this year, we have 74 renewals, 33 new members, 
10 transfers from other posts and 3 rejoins.  This is offset by 35 members who have not yet paid 
their 2021 dues.   

You may pay your $30 dues at the bar or mail them to ALA Unit 166, PO Box 767, Homosassa 
Springs FL 34447.  Natalie Scott is again handling renewals and new membership.  Once dues 
are paid, your membership card will be available at the bar within a week.  If you would like to 
have your membership card mailed to you, please include a self-addressed stamped envelope 
with your payment. 

MARCH 15, 2021 – 102ND ANNIVERSARY OF AMERICAN LEGION

On March 15, our American Legion Post 166, SAL, Auxiliary, and ALR celebrated the 102nd

anniversary of the American Legion.  Our Unit 166 Auxiliary had  table set up to take new 
membership applications, plus purchase of new Unit 166 tshirts, bracelets, and money for the 
Money Raffle.  Boxes collected clothing and food for DayStar.  Thank you to Barbara Tripp and 
Dorene Bettis who volunteered at the table and to Michelle Tormaschy-Leuthauser who brought 
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Our second request for nominations will be held at our April meeting on the 12th at 10:30 AM at 
Post 166.  Don’t forget to bring your 2021 membership card. 

Installation of new officers and eBoard members will take place in July 2021 on a date to be 
identified by AL Post 166.   

FUTURE MEETINGS 

Monday, April 12, 10:30 AM – second nomination of officer for 2022 
Monday, May 10, 10:30 AM – third nomination of officers fo 2022 and election of officers 
Monday, June 14, 10:30 AM –announcement of eBoard members by elected 2022 President 
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the flag balloons.  And thank you to Deb Balleew who set up the table for us.  When I arrived, 
everything was ready for us. 

Barbara Tripp

NEW UNIT 166 SHIRTS

The first order for our Unit 166 shirts arrived and can be seen on several ladies at the Post  This 
year, we are asking for pre-orders including payment.  It would have been too difficult to guess 
how many of each style to order and what sizes.  We will be sending in another order for shirts 
soon.  Please order at the bar, including payment, by Friday, 3/26 so we can have this new order 
available at the April 12 meeting. If you miss this cutoff date, there will be additional order over 
the next months. 

 There are three options this year – regular crew neck tshirts, v-neck ladies tshirts, and collared 
golf-type polo shirts.  All shirts are in cotton or a cotton/polyester blend.  Cost is $20 for the 
crew tshirt or v-neck and $25 for the collared shirt.  When ordering, the crew tshirts seem to be 
running true to a Hanes-similar men’s tshirt  If the shirt you order is absolutely the wrong size
when you receive it, we’ll hold it back for someone else and reorder the size you really need.
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If you are returning to your out of area home, you can order a shirt at the Post and we will ship it 
to you for just $5 per shirt.  

Dorene, Jody, Deb, Vicky, Kathy, Natalie Barb
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102nd Anniversary of
American Legion
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UNIT 166 FUNDRAISER – MONEY RAFFLE

Our $Money Raffle$ is starting to grow, but we have a long way to go.  As of Sunday morning, 
March 21, we have collected $445.  If you haven’t purchased your coupon and put it in the big
jug near the bar, it’s a good time to do that.  You can also purchase more if you’ve already 
purchased one or more. Remember, the more participants and the more money, the bigger the 
pot will be.   You can print and use the attached flyer or pick up some at the Post.  Money Raffle
will run from February through May with a drawing to be held at Post 166 on May 31st during 
the Memorial Day activities.   

To participate, donate either $5, $10, or $20.  Staple either $5, $10, $20 or a check to the entry 
coupon and drop it into the big plastic container on the table right before the bar at Post 166.  
You may enter as many times as you wish. Only one $5, $10, or $20 entry per coupon. (If you 
want to enter five $20 coupons and pay by check, you will need to write five separate $20 
checks.)  On May 31st, a drawing will be held for one money winner.  If you entered $5 and your 
coupon is drawn, you would receive 5% of the total amount collected. If you entered $10 and 
your coupon is drawn, you would receive 10% of the total amount collected.  If you entered $20 
and your coupon is drawn, you would receive 25% of the total amount collected.  That means 
that if we have excellent participation and we collect $4000, $5 entry winner would receive 
$200, $10 entry winner would receive $400, or $20 entry winner would receive $1000.  
Remember, one money winner only.  There will be a second coupon drawn for a gift basket.  
You do not need to be present to win.  If you are from out of state or too far away in Florida to
travel, a check will be mailed to you.  The winner of the gift basket would need to pick it up at 
Post 166.

If you are unable to come into Post 166 and wish to enter, you may mail your entries to ALA 
Unit 166, PO Box 767, Homosassa FL 34447 and we’ll take care of getting them put into the 
collection container. 

All proceeds will be split with 60% going to Auxiliary Unit 166 and 40% going to Post 166.
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St. Patty’s Day
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Our second request for nominations will be held at our April meeting on the 12th at 10:30 AM at 
Post 166.  Don’t forget to bring your 2021 membership card.

Installation of new officers and eBoard members will take place in July 2021 on a date to be 
identified by AL Post 166.  

FUTURE MEETINGS

Monday, April 12, 10:30 AM – second nomination of officer for 2022
Monday, May 10, 10:30 AM – third nomination of officers fo 2022 and election of officers 
Monday, June 14, 10:30 AM –announcement of eBoard members by elected 2022 President 
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PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  SQUADRON 323   1124 ASHLAR AVE   LEHIGH ACRES, FL 33936

Any Questions? Call Michael Mason (774) 578-3178 

1) _____________________

2) _____________________

3) _____________________

4) _____________________

PLEASE SELECT ONE OF THE FOLLOWING: 

GOLD SPONSOR (4 GOLFERS + HOLE SPONSOR SIGN)   $350  ____________ 

SILVER SPONSOR (HOLE SPONSORSHIP ONLY) $100 ____________ 

GOLFERS ONLY ($75 PER GOLFER) $300 ____________ 

SPONSORSHIP CUT-OFF DATE: APRIL 10, 2021 

POINT OF CONTACT FOR THE TEAM  ____________________________________ 

PHONE NUMBER    ____________________________________ 
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April 6 - Executive Board Meeting - 10:00 A.M.
April 3 - Legion Riders Meeting - 10:00 A.M.
April 10 - General Membership Meeting - 10:00 A.M.
April 12 -  Auxiliary Meeting - 10:30 A.M. 

April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 - Queen of Hearts
April 2 - Clam Chowder Dinner - 2:00 - 5:00 P.M.
April 4 - Easter & Monthly Birthday Celebration 3:00 P.M.
April 7 - Beer & Burrito Day - 4:00 P.M.
Mar 12 - National Grilled Cheese Day - All Day
Mar 26 - National Pretzel Day - All Day

April
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

Queen of 
   Hearts

Queen of 
   Hearts

Queen of 
   Hearts

Queen of 
   Hearts

29 30

50/50 Raf�le

50/50 Raf�le

50/50 Raf�le

Arnold Vern Allen
American Legion

Post 166
2021

29th Anniversary
 of Post 166 - 
All Day

Executive Board 
Meeting @ 
10:00 A.M. 

Legion Riders 
Meeting @ 10:00 
A.M.

31302928

General 
Membership
Meeting @ 
10:00 A.M.

Easter & Monthly 
Birthday Celebra-
tion @ 
3:00 P.M.

Jane’s Famous 
Clam Chowder
1:00 - 6:00 P.M.

Can we fool you? 
Come in and see

Beer & Burrito 
Day @ 4:00 P.M.
Several Varieties 

National Pretzel 
Day - All Day Queen of 

   Hearts

50/50 Raf�le

Auxiliary Meeting
10:30 A.M.

National Grilled 
Cheese Day

SAL
Meeting @ 
10:00AM

April 17 -  SAL Meeting - 10:00 A.M.
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Facebook

Like our Newsletter? Want more of Post 166
Activities? Then check us out on the Facebook
Page. You will be glad if you do.
https://www.facebook.com/American-Legion-
Post-166-Homosassa-Florida-139220109584399
/?ref=bookmarks
 

If you havent paid your 2020/2021 renewal
dues yet, please do so now. You may renew
your membership by cash or check at the 
Post 166 Canteen, at an ALA Unit 166 meeting, 
or by mail to ALA Unit 166, PO Box 767, 
Homosassa Springs, FL 34447. Within 1-2 
days of my receiving your dues, I will have 
your membership card put into the card �ile
box at the Post 166 Canteen. Pay your dues, 
and pay your $5.00 key card entry fee at the 
bar to Michelle,Peggy, Raedene, and Nancey. 

Membership Dues

American Legion Dues

Auxiliary Membership Dues 

Sons of the Legion Dues

Legion Riders Dues

..........

..........

..........

..........

$39.00

$30.00

$34.00

$25.00

       

American Legion Post 166
Mailing Address

American Legion Post 166
P.O. Box 767

Homosassa Springs, FL 34447-0767 
Post Phone #: (352) 765-3949 

Matthew “ Matt” Levengood- Editor
The Phoenix is published monthly by 
American Legion Post 166, Homosassa 
Springs, FL. Opinions expressed are opinions 
of individual authors, and not necessarily the 
opinions of American Legion Post 166, the 
American Legion Department of Florida, or 
the American Legion National Organization.

Newsletter Deadlines
Please send your article to Matthew Levengood
at twinpic23@yahoo.com. All articles must  be 
in by the 25th of each month. Keep all articles 
brief and to the point. If you have pictures for
your event, please send them in with your article.
Please identify the people in the pictures. If you 
submit an article, please attach your name to the
article.

Matt Levengood, Editor

We Are 2nd In The District
For Membership

Post 210    160.00%
Post 166    140.56%
Post 230    118.82%
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