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I Will Raise it Up (Text taken from the KJV unless noted) Revision: 102223 

I Will Raise it Up 
(Pray that All would See that Jesus was that True Prophet) 
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Did Jesus Really Raise Himself? 
“Then answered the Jews and said unto him, What sign 
shewest thou unto us, seeing that thou doest these 
things? Jesus answered and said unto them, Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” (John 2:18-
19) 

Above is one of those passages that needs to be examined closely. For we must ask ourselves, did Jesus 
raise himself up? Well, to find out we need examine what the scriptures have to say. First, we have the 
apostle Peter who said: “Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye 
have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain: Whom God hath raised up, having loosed the 
pains of death: because it was not possible that he should be holden of it. (Acts 2:23-24) Again Peter said: 
“Men and brethren, let me freely speak unto you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, 
and his sepulcher is with us unto this day. Therefore being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn 
with an oath to him, that of the fruit of his loins, according to the flesh, he would raise up Christ to sit on 
his throne; He seeing this before spake of the resurrecFon of Christ, that his soul was not leG in hell, 
neither his flesh did see corrupFon. This Jesus hath God raised up, whereof we all are witnesses. (Acts 
2:29-32, Psalm 16:10) 

So, according to those passages above, God the Father was the one who raised up Jesus. And let’s 
remember that Jesus himself was a prophet and spoke the words of God. For Moses himself declared 
this when he said: “Jehovah thy God will raise up unto thee a prophet from the midst of thee, of thy 
brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken” (Deuteronomy 18:15 ASV) Peter said the same thing in 
Acts 3:22 when he reminding the people of what Moses said. So, wouldn’t Jesus be simply declaring 
what God the Father was going to do? And wouldn’t that be the fact that God the Father would raise him 
up from the dead. For we read: “When therefore he was risen from the dead, his disciples remembered 
that he had said this unto them; and they believed the scripture, and the word which Jesus had said.” 
(John 2:22) 

So, it says that they “believed the scripture” which says: “For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell; neither 
wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corrupFon.” (Psalm 16:10) as well as the words of Jesus who said: 
“The Son of man shall be betrayed into the hands of men: And they shall kill him, and the third day he 
shall be raised again.” (Ma^hew 17:22-23) 
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Below are some comments from others: 

• New Testament scholar and historian, Larry Hurtado, examined the New Testament evidence and 
offers this observadon: “So, Jesus’ resurrecdon is presented, not as Jesus’ act, but God’s… 
Actually, a survey of all the NT references to Jesus’ resurrecdon will confirm this pa^ern, in 
which it is posited as the crucial act of God, not the act of 
Jesus.” h^ps://www.chrisdanitytoday.com/news/2019/november/died-larry-hurtado-new-
testament-early-chrisdan-worship.html 

• I will put MY Words in his mouth. Deuteronomy 18:18; see Acts 2:22-26. This was a message 
from God the Father to these Jews. … And the Word having become flesh, God the Father speaks 
to these Jews by means of his Word, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” … 
And we find in the Gospel of John that Jesus tells us by what authority that he says the things he 
says and does the things he does. He came in the name of his Father and the Father abiding in 
him did the works (14:10). His words were not his own but the Father’s who sent him (14:24). … 
Jesus tells us many dmes in John's Gospel that he spoke the words of the Father. He kept his 
Father’s word (8:55) for eternal life. “For I did not speak from myself, but the Father Himself who 
sent me has given me commandment as to what to say and what to speak. I know that His 
commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the Father has told 
me.” John 12:50. The word Jesus had spoken at John 2:19 were the words of the Father. The 
Father's word is “the word of life” (1 John 1:1) … Therefore, being the Father’s word, what then 
did you expect the Father to say when these men asked Jesus by what authority he had cleared 
the Temple? “Destroy this Temple and in three days I will raise it 
up.” h^ps://www.angelfire.com/space/thegospeltruth/TTD/verses/john2_19.html 

• So what Jesus said was very unusual and crypdc, but thankfully there is a key in the context that 
shows that Jesus was not contradicdng the clear teaching that God would raise him from the 
dead. Only a few verses aner John 2:19, John 2:22 says that Jesus “was raised,” and the Greek 
verb is passive voice, indicadng that someone [God!] raised Jesus and that he did not raise 
himself. The fact that Jesus’ statement in John 2:19 is followed closely by the statement that 
Jesus “was raised” shows us that the author of the Gospel of John did not think that Jesus was 
saying that he would raise himself from the dead. Furthermore, the Gospel of John condnues 
teaching that Jesus “was raised,” as we see in John 21:14. … “Destroy this sanctuary, and in three 
days I will raise it up” is that he was speaking directly for the Father. Jesus said in John 14:24, 
“the word that you are hearing is not mine, but the Father’s who sent me.” So, Jesus could have 
been speaking the words of God the Father directly in the same way that onen the prophets of 
old said, “Thus saith Yahweh,” and then spoke directly for God. We should note that when Jesus 
cleansed the Temple in Ma^hew and Mark, he quoted from Scripture: for example, in Ma^hew 
21:13 and Mark 11:17 he quotes Isaiah 56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11. Furthermore, in the verses that 
Jesus quoted, Isaiah and Jeremiah were speaking in the first person for God. It is quite possible 
that Jesus, being the Son of God and a prophet, could have been speaking first person for God 
just as the prophets he quoted had done many years earlier. (Taken from the Revised English 
Version commentary secdon) 

 

 

https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2019/november/died-larry-hurtado-new-testament-early-christian-worship.html
https://www.christianitytoday.com/news/2019/november/died-larry-hurtado-new-testament-early-christian-worship.html
https://www.angelfire.com/space/thegospeltruth/TTD/verses/john2_19.html
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Below are other Scriptures showing that it wasn't Jesus who raise himself from the dead, but God the 
Father who did it: 

• The God of Abraham, and of Isaac, and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified his Son 
Jesus; whom ye delivered up, and denied him in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined 
to let him go. But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted 
unto you; And killed the Prince of life, whom God hath raised from the dead; whereof we are 
witnesses. (Acts 3:13-15) 

• The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree.” (Acts 5:30) 
• And we are witnesses of all things which he did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; 

whom they slew and hanged on a tree: Him God raised up the third day, and shewed him 
openly; Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us, who did eat 
and drink with him aner he rose from the dead. (Acts 10:39-41) 

• And when they had fulfilled all that was wri^en of him, they took [him] down from the tree, and 
laid him in a sepulchre. But God raised him from the dead: And he was seen many days of them 
which came up with him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are his witnesses unto the people. (Acts 
13:29-31) 

• That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. (Romans 10:9) 

• Paul, an apostle, (not of men, neither by man, but by Jesus Christ, and God the Father, who 
raised him from the dead;) And all the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galada: 
Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and from our Lord Jesus Christ, Who gave 
himself for our sins, that he might deliver us from this present evil world, according to the will of 
God and our Father: To whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. (Galadans 1:1-5) 

• That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom 
and reveladon in the knowledge of him: The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that 
ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in 
the saints, And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according 
to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the 
dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places, (Ephesians 1:17-20) 

• Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have tesdfied of God that he raised up 
Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not.” (1 Corinthians 15:15) 

• For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned 
to God from idols to serve the living and true God; And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom 
he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come. (1 
Thessalonians 1:9-10) 

Below are some scriptures showing that Jesus was a prophet as Moses foretold: 

• And the muldtude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. ... But when they sought 
to lay hands on him, they feared the muldtude, because they took him for a prophet. (Ma^hew 
21:11, 46) 

• And Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among his 
reladves and in his own household.” (Mark 6:4 ESV) 
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• And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great prophet is risen up 
among us; and, That God hath visited his people. (Luke 7:16) 

• Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and tomorrow and the day following, for it cannot be 
that a prophet should perish away from Jerusalem.' (Luke 13:33 ESV) 

• And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a 
man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people” (Luke 24:19 
ESV) 

• Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come here.” The woman answered him, “I have no 
husband.” Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; for you have had five 
husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is true.” The 
woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet.” (John 4:16-19 ESV) 

• Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, This is of a truth that 
prophet that should come into the world. (John 6:14) 

• Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth this is the Prophet. 
(John 7:40) 

• They say unto the blind man again, What sayest thou of him, that he hath opened thine eyes? He 
said, He is a prophet. (John 9:17) 

• For Moses truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise up unto you of 
your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all things whatsoever he shall say unto you. 
(Acts 3:22) 

• This is that Moses, which said unto the children of Israel, A prophet shall the Lord your God raise 
up unto you of your brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear. (Acts 7:37) 

In Closing 
“And if you call on him as Father who judges impardally according to each one's deeds, conduct 
yourselves with fear throughout the dme of your exile, knowing that you were ransomed from the fudle 
ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things such as silver or gold, but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without blemish or spot. He was foreknown before the 
foundadon of the world but was made manifest in the last dmes for the sake of you who through him 
are believers in God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope are 
in God. (1 Peter 1:17-21) 

So again, form all what was mendoned above, we can clearly see that Jesus had nothing to do with his 
resurrecdon, except for the fact that he trusted that God would perform it. For concerning Jesus, we 
read: “Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope: 
Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell, neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corrupFon.” 
(Acts 2:26-27) Therefore, we must trust the word of God and not the watered-down teaching of man. 
For we must: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15) 

God bless you as you seek to do his well. Amen 

Note: Bible text other than the King James Bible have been abbreviated according to the version that 
was used. This is for you the reader to know which version was used in order for you to go read it for 
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yourselves. Therefore, I encourage you to: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” (2 Timothy 2:15) 

• ASV = American Standard Version 
• ESV = English Standard Version 


