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Periods in American Literature: Women Naturalists & the 20t Century Novel
According to critic Lisa A. Long, “(Re)defining the parameters of existing literary genres is crucial
work, for it determines who will be read (and who will not be read), and how what is read will be
measured” (173). This is an upper division survey of women writers who use Naturalism in their
novels as an attempt to redefine the genre and explore American Literary trends with a perspective
from which it is not usually explored. Women as writers are not commonly associated with the
Naturalist movement; women show up all over the place as foils in Naturalism, or as victims of it, or
as creators of the tragedy. But how do women authors deal with the genre? Famous Naturalist
authors include Jack London, Theodore Drieser, Stephen Crane. Occasionally, people throw out
Edith Wharton as a Naturalist.

Why is this discrepancy between genders and use of Naturalism? Were there women who used this
theory of literary evolutionism in their writing, and why are they not included in the great “Canon”
of Naturalist writers? Do women writing in this genre have a different agenda than their male
counterparts? Can Naturalism be said to be an inherently feminist idea why or why not?

Grading:

Annotated Bibliography & Proposal 10%

Critical Essay: 30%

In-class report of critical article with handout: 20%

Daily Reading Journals: 20%

Attendance/Participation: 10%

Final Week Oral Reports: 10%

Final Project: Original Research Project, Critical Essay

Your final assignment for this class will be an essay on your research for the semester. The purpose
of this assignment is to give you an opportunity to produce a potentially publishable essay reporting
on research that you have conducted this semester. The final paper should be at least 15 pages in
length (double-spaced, typewritten, 1" margins, 12-point font, and documented using the 6th edition
of the MLA Guide). The draft of this paper must include a recognizable beginning, middle, and end;
be proofread carefully; and be at least 12 pages in length.

Daily Reports:

A one-page summary of a scholarly article or book chapter is due each day. Sign up for your report
in the first class meeting. You should bring a print copy AND post your summary on your Blog.
You should have a handout for each member of the class summarizing the main points of the
article/chapter you read/report.

Required Texts

Kate Chopin The Awakening 1899

Edith Wharton, House of Mirth 1905

Edith Summers Kelley Weeds 1923

Ellen Glasgow, Barren Ground 1925

Nella Larsen Passing 1929 get the Norton Critical Edition, please

Ann Petry The Street 1946

Toni Morrison The Bluest Eye 1970

Dorothy Allison Bastard Out of Carolina 1993

Reading Schedule:

Week One The Awakening pages 1-66
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Week Two The Awakening pages 66-end
Week Three House of Mirth sections 1-16 Bristaed ous of
Week Four House of Mirth sections 17-end

Week Five Weeds pages 1-162 CAROLI N
Week Six Weeds pages 163-end

Week Seven Barren Ground pages 1-270

Week Eight Barren Ground pages 271-end

Week Nine Passing pages 1-83

Week Ten The Street pages 1-122

Week Eleven The Street pages 123-end

Week Twelve The Bluest Eye pages 1-100

Week Thirteen The Bluest Eye pages 100-216

Week Fourteen Bastard Out of Carolina pages 1-150

Week Fifteen Bastard Out of Carolina pages 150-end

Week Sixteen watching movie of Bastard Out of Carolina (1996)
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