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MESSAGE GURINDER SINGH BASRA, 
PRESIDENT

SROA is proud to report that it has brought communities together and raised awareness about the 
Sikh identity and beliefs.   As 2017 comes to an end, we have diligently delivered our message of love 
and unity to further emancipate the Sikh American  community. 

Thanks to all our members and community support we receive, we are telling who Sikhs are, telling 
the Sikh American story, bringing awareness to Sikh identity and articles of faith, addressing hate 
crimes and profiling, and are further intensifying the Sikh community voice through our consistent 
outreach.  Hopefully, through education and continued positive exposure,we will make a difference in 
how people view Sikhs and see a corresponding reduction in hate crimes.

In the last 5 years, Sikh Riders of America has donated $116,150 to charities and expended another 
$55,980 to organize those events. We seek all of your support to continue our awareness work in 
2018 and beyond.  Special thanks to all the members who donate from their own pockets for food, 
travel and accommodations every time they travel to support our events and make them successful.



The Khalsa is the collective body of all initiated Sikhs, also called the "Guru Panth", the embodiment of the Guru 
and the final temporal leader of the Sikhs. The word Khalsa translates to "pure" or "genuine".  The Khalsa was 
inaugurated on 13 April 1699, by Guru Gobind Singh, the 10th Sikh Guru at an event that coincided with the 
Vaisakhi day in the year 1699 A.D. at Kesgarh, in Anandpur Sahib (Punjab, India).  The Sikhs of the Khalsa can be 
identified with the given Five K's and the titles of Singh (meaning "Lion") and Kaur (meaning "Princess"), granted 
after the disciple has been baptized into the order of the Khalsa (though, not all Singhs are Sikhs/Khalsa).  The 
Khalsa is considered the pinnacle of Sikhism.



5TH ANNUAL RIDE
BAKERSFIELD

On Saturday, October 14, 2017 Sikh Riders of America held their 5th Annual Ride.  
Funds raised from this event allowed us to donate $6,000 to local charities - Kern River 
Blue Star Moms, Kern County Law Enforcement Association, and the Armed Forces 
Support Foundation.  We would like to thank everyone who came out to support the 
event as well as all of our donors and sponsors.  Save the date for next year 's event - 
October 13 2018!





3RD ANNUAL RIDE
TEXAS

On Saturday, April 29, 2017 Sikh Riders of America held their 3rd 
Annual Ride in Texas.  Funds raised allowed us to donate $3,000 to 
Irving PD Officer, Eric Clemens, and $1,200 to the Irving Police 
Department who provided the escort for our ride.  We hope to see 
you at next year 's event - April 28, 2018!  Next year 's ride will 
benefit veterans, law enforcement and special needs children.





On Saturday, October 8, 2016 Sikh Riders of 
America held their 4th Annual Ride.  We were 
fortunate to have such wonderful support from the 
community, sponsors and members.  As a result, we 
were able to donate approximately $18,000 to 
various charitable organizations and cancer patients 
in Kern County.  All the money raised was donated 
to the 999 Foundation, the Armed Forces Support 
Foundation, Kern Law Enforcement Association, 
Bakersfield Homeless Center, No One Fights Alone 
Cancer Fund, and the Jaz McKay/Laura McKay 
Cancer Fund.  All the participants, family and 
children, made this year 's event a huge success.  We 
encourage everyone to keep supporting us and help 
make our community a better place to live in 
diversity.  

4TH ANNUAL RIDE
BAKERSFIELD





December 4, 2017.  Extremely honored to have been presented with a Resolution from the Assembly of 
the California Legislature recognizing the impact being made by Sikh Riders of America.  The resolution 
highlighted our accomplishments and acknowledged the valuable and positive  contributions we continue 
to make in our local communities and beyond. 

RECOGNITION BY THE
CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE



BAKERSFIELD CITY COUNCIL 
DECLARES NOVEMBER SIKH 

AWARENESS & APPRECIATION MONTH
November 21, 2016.  The City Council of Bakersfield declared November as Sikh Awareness & 
Appreciation Month.   The Proclamation was presented to the Sikh Riders of America and community 
volunteers.



SPECIAL SCREENING OF 
ACCLAIMED FILM "WALKING IN 

OAK CREEK"



Film screening discussion of ?WALKING IN OAK CREEK? ? the story of how a Wisconsin 
town responded to a 2012 deadly hate crime at a Sikh Temple and worked with law 
enforcement to overcome the tragedy was attended by over 700 community members at 
California State University, Bakersfield.  

It was an honor to be on the panel with Kirk Sheriff - Chief Fresno United States Attorney 
Office, Lyle Martin - Bakersfield Police Chief, Brian Wheeler - Kern County Under Sheriff, 
Lisa Green - Kern County District Attorney, Ollie Zachary -Islamic Council of Bakersfield, 
and Sean Reagan - Special Agent, FBI. 

Thanks again to U.S Attorney's Office for the Eastern District of California and California 
State University, Bakersfield.

Honored to have our SROA Member, Mandeep 
Singh Chahal, speaking on the panel.



August 31, 2017.  Southeastern Texas was slammed 
with what FEMA called a "landmark event".  Hurricane 
Harvey brought unprecedented flooding leaving 
thousands of residents stranded and in dire need of 
help. We also saw unbelievable photos of untold 
devastation.  According to Gurvinder Singh, Director of 
United Sikhs (and a Texas resident), "this catastrophe is 
beyond anything experienced in the region; flooding 
continues to pound the city with no definitive end in 
sight."   

Sikh Riders of America gladly sent a $1,500 contribution 
on behalf of all of its members to United Sikhs who are 
already on the ground assisting the flood victims.  Other 
community members were encouraged to visit United 
Sikhs and make their donations directly.

HURRICANE 
HARVEY RELIEF 

October 24 thru October 31, 2016.  Sikh Riders of 
America sent help to families and individuals affected 
by Hurricane Matthew in North Carolina and the nearby 
vicinity.  In collaboration with with KCLEF, CBCC and 
various other organizations collected items for evacuees 
in need and transported them to Lumberton, North 
Carolina.  SROA donated $1,100 to the efforts.

The community was encouraged to get together and 
help our brothers and sisters in need.  The first Sikh 
Guru, Guru Nanak Dev Ji, taught us three fundamental 
principles: 

(1) Kirat  Karo - work hard and honestly; 

(2) Wand Ke Chhako - share what you have with the 
needs; 

(3) Naam  Jappo - always remember God throughout 
the day.

HURRICANE 
MATTHEW RELIEF 

EFFORTS





February 14, 2017.  Sikh Riders of 
America stood by their brothers 
and sisters affected by the 
Oroville Damn evacuation. 

Eyewitness News:  

"The Sikh Riders of America  are 
helping to secure donations, 
which they plan to bring up to 
evacuees in the next few days."   
"We're in touch with a lot of Sikh 
temples up there," said Mandeep 

Singh Chahal.  

He said the temples have been 
sheltering hundreds of displaced 
people.   

DONATIONS 
FOR 

OROVILLE 
DAMN 

EVACUEES



LOCAL SIKHS 
PROUD OF MAN 
THAT FOUND NY 
SUSPECT, HOPE 
DISCRIMINATION 

STOPS
23ABC News BAKERSFIELD, Calif. - 
Mandeep Chahal and Gurdinder 
Basra are local members of the 
Sikh community.

They're speaking out after one of 
their own found the bombing 
suspect in New Jersey.  The Good 
Samaritan is a Sikh business 
owner who saw the suspect in an 
alley behind his business.   His call 
to the police led to the suspect 's 
arrest.

Chahal and Basra are proud that 
someone from their faith was 
able to stop a criminal, when 
usually they say they're targeted 
when there's an attack that has 
any ties to Islamic extremists.

The Good Samaritan was 
identified as Harinder Bains.  He 
echoed what Chahal and Gurinder 
told 23ABC saying that he did 
what any other American would 
have done regardless of his faith.

The men hope this can be a 
turning point for their community 
members and hope that they can 
stopped being judged by their 
appearance and want the 
community to know that they 
share the same values as 
everyone else.



SROA AIMS TO 
EDUCATE WITH 
SELFLESS 
SERVICE 

National Day of Seva, August 2017









ST JUDE CHILDREN'S 
RESEARCH RIDE - FLORIDA

11/18/17



4TH ANNUAL TEDDY BEAR 
TOY RUN - TEXAS

11/18/17



TOY RUN - SAN JOSE
11/18/17



TOY DRIVE - OAKLAND
11/6/17



11TH ANNUAL OFFICER DOWN 
RIDE - BAKERSFIELD

Oct ober  7, 2017

Sponsored by Kern Count y 's 
999 Foundat ion, t h is event  
served lunch t o just  over  600 
people and raised approx. 
$32,000.  Sikh Riders showed 
it s suppor t  by providing 
break fast  bur r it os, ju ice and 
cof fee t o everyone in t he 
m orning before t he r ide.



11TH ANNUAL 
9-11 

MEMORIAL 
RUN - 

BAKERSFIELD Sept em ber  11, 2017
Sponsored by t he Arm ed Forces Suppor t  Foundat ion, 
approx. 200 bikers showed up t o pay hom age t o t hose 

who paid t he ult im at e sacr if ice for  our  count ry.         
9-11, Never  Forget .



BIKERS FOR HEROS POKER 
RUN - BAKERSFIELD

5/7/17



1ST ANNUAL VETERAN'S 
DAY POKER RUN - TEXAS

11/12/16



8TH ANNUAL VETERAN'S 
MEMORIAL POKER RUN - 

BAKERSFIELD
10/15/16



10TH ANNUAL 9-11 SUPPORT 
OUR TROOPS MEMORIAL RUN - 

BAKERSFIELD
9/11/16

Sikh Riders of  Am er ica was on hand at  t he 9/11 Mem or ial Run 
for  t he 15t h Anniversary of  t he at t ack  on our  nat ion. 

"A great people has been moved to defend a great nation.  
Terror ist attacks can shake the foundations of our biggest 
buildings, but they cannot touch the foundation of America.  
These acts shattered steel, but they cannot dent the steel of 
American resolve.  America was targeted for  attack because 
we're the br ightest beacon for  freedom and opportunity in the 
wor ld.  And no one wil l  keep that l ight from shining"

- George W. Bush 



Bakersf ield Chr ist m as Parade, Decem ber  7, 2017.

335TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
PARADE - BAKERSFIELD



Decem ber  1, 2016.

Chr ist m as is not  as m uch about  opening our  
present s as it  is opening our  hear t s.  We want  
t o t ake t h is oppor t unit y t o express our  
grat it ude t o t he com m unit y for  shower ing us 
always w it h love and suppor t . 

34TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
PARADE - BAKERSFIELD



Tehachapi Chr ist m as Parade, Decem ber  2, 2017.

17TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
PARADE - TEHACHAPI



Fresno Chr ist m as Parade, Decem ber  2, 2017.

88TH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
PARADE - FRESNO



Arvin Chr ist m as Parade, Decem ber  8, 2017.

62ND ANNUAL CHRISTMAS 
PARADE - ARVIN



Vet eran's Day Parade, Novem ber  11, 2017.

VETERAN'S PARADE - 
BAKERSFIELD



Alam eda 4t h of  July Parade, July 4, 2017.

SROA m em bers also at t ended t he Coast  Guard Fest ival t hat  
fol lowed and received 1st  Place in t he Vehicles Cat egory.

4TH OF JULY PARADE
- ALAMEDA



www.website.com



Websit e: www.SikhRidersofAm er ica.com

Em ail: SikhRidersofAm er ica@yahoo.com

Facebook: ht t ps:/ /m .facebook.com /Sikh-Riders-of -Am er ica-475355525816008/

Phone: (661) 873-5181
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