
Red Sea Ranch 

Hedgehog Care List 

 

Hedgehogs are exotic animals. The purchase of your new baby includes lifetime breeder support, advice, and 

guidance, so please contact us at any time if you have any questions or concerns regarding your new baby. 

These are African Pygmy Hedgehogs, also known as the white-bellied hedgehog. They live an average 3-5 years but 

can live up to 8 years with proper care and nutrition. Adult size is 5-8 inches long and 0.5-1.25 pounds.  

Note: This is just a guide to help transition your hedgehog to its new home. Please do your own research as well 

and feel free to ask us questions any time! 

 

1. HOUSING 

Enclosures can be sterilite bins and are recommended as they are easy to sanitize and keep 

heat in best. But cages may work too, as long as the bottom is solid and the cage is not too tall 

as hedgehogs may climb and fall down. Adequate ventilation is required. Give them plenty of 

free roam time! No wire flooring, no ramps, no levels. Your hedgehog will always require a heat 

source with temperatures between 75-80°F, year-round. Housing your hedgehog at any less 

than 75°F can cause your hedgehog to fall into a false hibernation, which may lead to death. If 

you do not keep your room temperature in this range at all times, you must supply a proper 

heat source.  You can use a heating pad under their housing. Or a properly installed ceramic 

heat lamp, with a 100W-150W ceramic heat emitter bulb. When using a ceramic heat lamp, a 

thermostat is required to regulate the temperature, so that the enclosure stays a constant 

temperature without getting too hot or too cold. You may also use a space heater with a built-

in thermostat, or you may set the room temperature to 75-80 degrees F all day and year-round. 

Larger enclosures require more heat lamps. Hedgehog-safe Wheel: Hedgehogs can run for miles 

at night, so a hedgehog-safe wheel at least 10.5” in diameter is a must. Hedgehogs require a 

safe place to hide and rest. Hides can range from plastic igloos and wooden logs to fleece 

snuggle sacks. 

Bedding: Our most recommended bedding type is pine shavings.  Do NOT use cedar shavings or 

anything scented! They are toxic to your hedgehog as well as many other small animals, and 

they cause respiratory and allergic issues. 

Water Source and food bowl. 

 

 



2. Food 

It is important to evaluate the nutritional content as well as the amount of the food you 

are feeding them. The best diet for a hedgehog is a mix of high-quality cat food with the right 

fat and protein contents. A mix of different cat food helps provides a good variety of protein to 

hedgehogs. Our hedgehog food is a mix of chicken, salmon, lamb, duck, quail, and turkey. 

Commercial hedgehog food is generally not a good food source for pet hedgehogs. Please do 

not feed hedgehog food to your baby. Commercial hedgehog foods do not have whole meat as 

the first ingredient and have too many fillers that hedgehogs cannot digest.  

Hedgehogs are insectivores and therefore also require insects in their diet. We feed our 

hedgehogs live/dry insects such as mealworms, and crickets. Hedgehogs do not digest plant 

matter well, so please do not feed them fruits or veggies. They get the nutrition they require 

from plants by eating bugs who have been gut loaded with fruits and veggies instead. If you are 

only going to feed your hedgehog a single brand of cat food, we would recommend using the 

highest quality cat formula you can find, Blue Buffalo would be our choice for a single formula 

cat food. 

 

3. Taking Care of Your Hedgehog and Bonding 

When you first bring your baby home, it is perfectly fine to handle them in a few short bursts. 

However, change is stressful to hedgehogs, so please make sure to allow your baby time to 

settle in its new surroundings for the first day or two without overstimulating them. Handling 

them for long periods of time while they are stressed from the transition may cause more harm 

than good. Your hedgehog will let you know if they are relaxed by flattening their quills. When 

their quills are raised, they are telling you that they are afraid. Your hedgehog will relax around 

you once he begins to bond with and trust you. Handling them daily is particularly important 

while they are still young. A great way to start the bonding process is to get them used to your 

scent by leaving a small piece of worn clothing in their cage by where they sleep. Speaking 

softly to them will get them acclimated to your voice. You can also let them explore your lap 

while you are sitting on the couch or bed. It is a good sign if they fall asleep on you because that 

means they feel safe with you. 

Hedgehogs require regular nail trims. Use pet nail trimmers or regular nail clippers to carefully 

trim the tip of your hedgehog’s nails. Be careful to avoid cutting into the quick of the nail, as 

that part of the nail is vascular and will bleed if cut into. If you accidentally cut into the quick, 

apply a little pressure to the wound to stop the bleeding. Some people like to trim their 

hedgehog’s nails during or after a bath. Hedgehogs do not require regular baths. However, you 

may give them a bath if they got into something dirty or for relaxation and bonding. Place your 

hedgehog in a small sink or a container and fill up to the top of their legs with warm water. Use 

a gentle baby shampoo and gently scrub their quills and toenails with a soft toothbrush or 



fingernail brush. Rinse the soap out and dry your hedgehog completely with soft towels before 

putting them back in their heated cage. 

Vaccines are not necessary for hedgehogs, but, as with any other pet, annual vet checks are 

recommended. Pet hedgehogs can be prone to obesity, so always adjust the amount and, if 

necessary, the type of food you are feeding accordingly. Diet changes should always be a slow 

and gradual transition. 

4. Sales Policy 

Please Read The Sales Policy Before Purchases. 

All Hedgehogs are priced according to color, gender, and quality. Hedgehogs that are wait listed 

will be sold in order of the list. Any available hedgehogs will be sold on a first come, first served 

basis. We are always adding families to the wait list and if you have questions or you would like 

to be added please let us know! 

At 4-5 weeks of age, we will send pictures of each hedgy available in order of the wait list. It 

will include possible color, gender, and price. At that time, a deposit of 50% of the total amount 

will be due via Venmo or Facebook Pay within 24 hours of us contacting you. Remaining 

balance will be due upon pick up. Deposits are Non-Refundable. We will only hold a 

maximum of 2 weeks after assigned Pick Up Date. We do not deliver, sometimes we will 

meet at a convenient location, we have a lot of families that travel from out of state, sometimes 

2-day drives or flights, so please make arrangements accordingly. 

The Buyer is responsible for inspection of the Hedgehog at the time of pick up. The sale is 

finalized once the hedgehog has been paid for in full or has been picked up by the buyer. 

We Guarantee the Hedgehog is Healthy at the time of pick up. Furthermore, we cannot 

control what happens once the hedgehog has left our care, including but not limited to, disease, 

death, abuse, neglect, temperatures, improper housing, malnourishment, improper feeding which 

causes sickness and death. The Buyer is responsible for the hedgehog’s care and wellbeing after 

picking up. We will give you a description of the hedgehog to our best knowledge and 

experience.  

We DO NOT offer refunds on hedgehogs and cannot take a hedgehog back for the health and 

safety of our other hedgehogs. Please respect our hedgehogs and our prices. We have the right to 

refuse any potential family that is considering a purchase of one of our hedgehogs at any given 

time. We spend every day with our hedgehogs, and they are well cared for. 

These policies above include any animal purchase made at Red Sea Ranch and Rabbitry. 

Purchasing from us means you have read and agreed to this Sales Policy. 

 

 

 


