
ELEMENTS OF GOOD WRITING,
STORYTELLING, 

AND THE 
NARRATIVE ESSAY







A GREAT TITLE



A GREAT OPENING
see online article



RHETORICAL DEVICES



STRUCTURE (CHRONOLOGICAL, FLASHBACKS, FLASHFORWARD, THE 7 STORY
ARCHETYPES ARE OVERCOMING THE MONSTER, RAGS TO RICHES, THE QUEST, VOYAGE
AND RETURN, COMEDY, TRAGEDY, REBIRTH)

CONFLICT
CLIMAX

 WORD CHOICES (SPECIFICITY, VIVID VERBS, CONCRETE   

DETAILS
DESCRIPTION (SHOW DON'T TELL: WATCH 2 VIDEOS)

SENSORY IMAGERY
SYNTAX
DIALOGUE
DENSE PARAGRAPH (THINK STEPHEN KING)
PUNCTUATION (DASH, COMMA, ELLIPSES)
FIGURATIVE (VS. LITERAL) LANGUAGE
GREAT ENDING

         NOUNS, UNUSUAL, UNEXPECTED, POWERFUL: "HOW TO BUILD  
         YOU WRITING VOCAB": QUOTIDIANWRITER.COM)



NARRATIVE STRUCTURES



NARRATIVE ORGANIZER
 



It’s tempting to think that direct language is the
easiest for us to understand, but sometimes we

respond better to more creative wording. Writers
and poets use figurative language to build imagery

and give words more power. Simile, metaphor and a
host of other non-literal methods of expression help

make foreign concepts familiar and graspable.

Figurative language is phrasing that goes beyond
the literal meaning of words to get a message or

point across. This definition dates back to the mid-
nineteenth century and comes from the Old French

word “figuratif,” meaning “metaphorical.”

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE



The chief function of figurative language is to
communicate the writer’s message as clearly as

possible.

That might be by putting a foreign concept into
familiar terms that a reader or listener can easily
grasp, or it might be by creating imagery that’s

vivid and visceral.

Some types of figurative language also have
other uses unrelated to their role in creating

imagery. For example, writers use alliteration,
consonance and assonance alongside rhyme to

give words rhythm and musicality.









Go to teachandreach.com
to see fuller list of figurative

language and liguistic devices.

MORE FIGURES OF SPEECH



JUST SOME!



SYNTAX

see "100 beautiful words" online article



LISTEN TO MARTIN LUTHER
KING JR SPEECH AND

ANALYZE FOR FIGURATIVE
LANGUAGE AND MORE

VIEW ONLINE FLASHCARDS
ANALYZING SPEECH



GREAT SITE FOR WRITING 
ADVICE:

https://www.quotidianwriter.com/

WATCH "ECHO ACTIVITY" VIDEO
AT TOTEACHANDREACH.COM


