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\\ A Creative Writing Seminar

® focusing on the Memoir
1]

Taught by Published Author & Writing Professor Wendy Byard

Hello, fellow lifelong learners!

Have you always been interested in writing? Perhaps harbored a desire to write an essay
or see your work published? Maybe you seek to enhance your process or join forces with a
fellowship of thoughtful writers? If so, please consider my four-week course: "Everything

is your Teacher.”

This seminar will focus on writing a memoir or narrative essay, a short piece of fiction that
allows you to go back into your personal past and choose a meaningful event in your life.
The goal is to carefully consider this event, reflecting deeply and gaining insight and
empowerment. By the end of the short course, you will produce a strong piece of writing
with purpose that reflects numerous creative writing strategies. Your work will answer the
important questions, "So what? Why should readers care? What do | have say with my
unique lens and voice? " And, most importantly, "How am | empowered by this writing

journey?"

About me: | am a published book author and magazine writer, Mott College composition
professor for twenty years, and owner of a graphic design company. You can learn more at
toteachandreach.com and wordgirlmarketing.com. So, if you are interested in a

stimulating and enjoyable experience, please sign up, and let's go on this journey together!

“A serious life, by definition, is a life one reflects on, a life one tries to make sense of and
\

bear witness to." - Vivian Gornick
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INTRODUCTIONS/LETTER TO WENDY/PARTNERS
STUDENT GOALS/SEMINAR GOALS
NARRATIVE/MEMOIR OVERVIEW

TOPIC DISCUSSION/METHODS
READING/ANALYSIS

HOMEWORK

CLASS DISCUSSION/TOPIC REVIEW
WRITING PROCESS OVERVIEW
READING/ANALYSIS/RHETORICAL TOOLS
HOMEWORK

CLASS DISCUSSION
READING/ANALYSIS/RHETORICAL TOOLS
ROUGH DRAFT PEER REVIEW

ROUGH DRAFT REVIEW WITH WENDY
HOMEWORK

CLASS DISCUSSION/SECOND DRAFT DUE
2ND DRAFT PEER REVIEW

2ND DRAFT REVIEW WITH WENDY
HOMEWORK

FINAL DRAFT DUE

SHARED READINGS OF FINAL DRAFT
CELEBRATION: WINE AND SNACKS AT THE
WELLNESS CENTER

EMAIL FINAL PAPER TO WENDY AS PDF
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AGENDA

Date: April 11,2023
Time: 6 pm-7:30 pm
Location: The Giving Tree Collective

Instructor: Wendy Byard

Class Business

-Introductions: Wendy and Writers.
-Discuss Seminar Purpose and Goals
-Provide phone number and email address.
-Discuss toteachandreach.com /memoir.

-Write letter to Wendly.

-Partners: share contact information/bonding activity.

Diagnostic Writing

Write a lengthy paragraph about something
you did last weekend. Tell it like a story and
make it vivid: details, descriptions, dialogue
sensory imagery, great opening, and purpose
for readers. Turn in to Wendy tonight.

Narrative /Memoir Essay Overview

-Read a student narrative essay & discuss its strengths.

-Read articles about the essay and narrative essay.
-What are the characteristics of a good story/essay?
-Review bland essay.

-What is writing purpose /exigence?

-Read another narrative essay. Analyze.

The Writing Process
“What is your writing process?

-Review the typical writing process and its
importance.

-Discuss importance of topic and methods to
generate ideas: part of of prewriting.
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Notes:

Just do your best! Wendy is only
trying to get a sense of your
writing strengths and areas to
work on. Thank you!

Homework:

For homework, read "Salvation" in
the online course pack. Write down
its strengths. What did you think
Hughes did well? Be prepared to
share your views next week.

Homework:
Engage in the topic prewriting
methods. Think about purpose for
readers. Later in the week, choose a
topic that best meets our criteria &
prewrite about it: 2 pages of free
flowing notes (memories/insights.
Bring topic/prewriting to class.
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