PRESS RELEASE: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
From Classroom to Crime Scene: Local Author Wendy Byard Pens the Season’s Most Haunting Michigan Thriller
LAPEER, MI — When the shifting sands of the Sleeping Bear Dunes reveal a decades-old secret, a quiet lakeside community is thrust into a harrowing nightmare. Devil in the Dunes, the page-turning psychological thriller by Michigan author Wendy Byard, is captivating readers with its atmospheric blend of Great Lakes beauty and chilling suspense. 
The Synopsis After 18-year-old Cadie McLeod is snatched from the Lake Michigan dunes on the six-year anniversary of her parents’ unsolved murders, the clock begins to tick. Cadie must rely on her own cunning to escape her abductor, navigate a harrowing battle for survival, and finally uncover the truth behind her parents' grisly deaths—murders fueled by dark, decades-old secrets. 

About the Author Wendy Byard is a veteran educator, former English professor at Mott College, and a dedicated journalist with a career spanning 25 years. Transitioning from the classroom to the crime scene, Byard draws on her deep insight into human nature to craft compelling narratives that resonate with readers. Her work has been installed into the prestigious Library of Michigan via the Notable Books program.
What Readers are Saying The novel has garnered widespread praise for its tension and narrative power. Emily Caswell of The County Press calls it a "page-turning mystery turned thriller," while Peter Makin, owner of Brilliant Books in Traverse City, notes, "You have a winner! People will read this book summer after summer!" 
A Word from Wendy Byard Reflecting on her journey as a novelist, Wendy Byard shares: "I’ve spent my career helping students find their own voices, but now I’m taking the lead in my own narrative. My goal is to craft stories that aren't just entertaining, but that truly pull the reader in—this book is my heart and soul poured into a mystery that I hope keeps Michigan up at night."
Events & Media Wendy Byard has been an active voice in the literary community, participating in major events like the Third Coast Author Festival, Inscribe Author Festival, and the Grand Haven Summer Book Series. She has appeared on Fox 2 Detroit’s "Lit with Syd" segment, ABC12, WNEM TV5, and Traverse City’s Channels 9 & 10. She’s been featured on the covers of Women2women magazine, the Grand Haven Tribune, and Mackinac Island’s Tribune, and is a frequent guest at regional bookstores, libraries, and book clubs across the state. 
Availability: Devil in the Dunes is an Amazon Top Earner and Bestseller in five categories available in print and e-book at Amazon.com, Barnesandnoble.com, Walmart.com, IngramSpark.com, and local independent bookstores. For interviews, booking requests, or stocking inquiries, please email wendybyardauthor@gmail.com. Visit wendybyard.com. 
