2026 Q4 L06 Discussion Leader Notes: "The Prophetic Writings"

How did God’s messages become the written words we hold today? This week, we explore the fascinating
mechanics of how heavenly thoughts made it onto parchment. We will discover why God uses different
literary styles, how prophets utilized scribes and historical research, and the beautiful reality of God placing
His perfect treasure into imperfect human vessels.

Opening Poll
What aspect of the Bible's creation surprises you the most?
A. That God commanded prophets to write instead of just speaking.
B. The huge variety of literary styles like poetry and letters.
C. That prophets used secretaries and scribes to write for them.
D. That writers like Luke had to do historical research.
E. That God trusted such a perfect message to imperfect humans.

Opening Engagement Story When a composer writes a masterpiece, they use different instruments—

violins, trumpets, flutes—to bring the music to life. Each instrument sounds different, but they all play the
exact same symphony. In the same way, the Holy Spirit used the unique personalities, styles, and even the
historical research of different human writers to perfectly play the single, unified symphony of the gospel.
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Day 1: The Prophetic Writings

The ancient Scriptures were written down so that through their comfort, we might find a resilient hope in
Jesus today.
Poll

When you need hope, what part of the Bible do you usually turn to?
A. The poetic comfort of the Psalms.
B. The action and miracles in the Gospels.
C. The promises of the future in Revelation.
D. The practical advice in the Epistles.
E. The stories of God's faithfulness in the Old Testament.

Opening lllustration A diary records the past, but a love letter shapes the future. The Bible isn't just an
ancient record; it is God's enduring love letter designed to give us hope today.

Set the Scene The Apostle Paul reminds the believers in Rome that the ancient writings of the prophets
were not just for the people back then, but are intensely personal for us now.

Read the Text

"For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that we through the patience and
comfort of the Scriptures might have hope" (Romans 15:4, NKJV). (Ask someone to read.)

What Do You Notice?

¢ Things written in the past are for our learning today.
¢ The Scriptures provide patience and comfort.
¢ The ultimate goal of the writings is to give us hope.

Guided Discussion
¢ How does reading about the struggles and victories of ancient people give us patience in our own
trials? (Allow discussion)
e What does it mean to find "comfort" in the Scriptures? (Ask follow-up)
e Why is it significant that the ultimate goal of the Bible is to produce hope? (Invite multiple responses)

¢ How can we read the Bible in a way that fuels our hope rather than just filling our heads with facts?
(Allow discussion)

Discovery Insight God preserved the prophetic writings across thousands of years not simply to satisfy our
historical curiosity, but to anchor our souls with enduring hope in a broken world.

Christ Connection Jesus is the living Hope that every written page of Scripture ultimately points toward.

Life Response When you feel discouraged this week, spend ten minutes reading a favorite Bible passage
specifically to look for a reason to hope.

Encouragement Bridge No matter what you are facing, God has already written a promise in His Word to
carry you through it.

Day 2: The Call to Write

God commanded His prophets to write down His messages to preserve the truth from being distorted by
time or human memory.
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Poll

Why do you usually write things down?
A. To remember an important task or appointment.
B. To process my own deep thoughts and emotions.
C. To leave a permanent record or instruction for someone else.
D. To communicate something carefully and precisely.
E. | rarely write things down; | rely on my memory.

Opening lllustration If you play the "telephone game," a spoken message gets completely distorted by the
time it reaches the end of the circle. Writing it down is the only way to protect the original meaning.

Set the Scene After a major victory against the Amalekites, God instructed Moses to take a new step in
communication to ensure future generations would never forget His deliverance.

Read the Text

"Then the LORD said to Moses, 'Write this for a memorial in the book and recount it in the hearing of
Joshua, that | will utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven' (Exodus 17:14, NKJV).
(Ask someone to read.)

What Do You Notice?

¢ God explicitly commands Moses to write.
¢ The writing serves as a permanent "memorial" in a book.
¢ The written record is to be passed down to the next generation.

Guided Discussion

¢ Why did God need to shift from spoken communication to written communication? (Allow discussion)

e How does the written Word protect us from the subtle deceptions of false teachings over time? (Ask
follow-up)

¢ What are the dangers of relying only on "what we feel" God is saying, without checking the written
Word? (Invite multiple responses)

¢ How should the permanence of the Bible impact the daily priority we give to reading it? (Allow
discussion)

Discovery Insight Spoken words are powerful, but human memories are fragile. Writing gives permanence
to the spoken word, ensuring that the message of salvation is transmitted safely and accurately through
the centuries.

Christ Connection The entire written canon of Scripture was carefully preserved as a permanent memorial
to lead us safely to faith in Jesus Christ.

Life Response Start a spiritual journal this week, writing down one answered prayer as a personal
memorial of God's faithfulness.

Encouragement Bridge God didn't leave your salvation up to guesswork or fragile human memory; He
secured His promises for you in writing.

Day 3: Literary Genres and Styles

The Holy Spirit used a beautiful variety of literary styles—from poetry to narrative—to reach every kind of
heart with the truth.
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Poll
What is your favorite type of book to read?

A. A gripping historical biography.

B. An emotional book of poetry or inspiration.

C. A clear, logical "how-to" manual.

D. A dramatic story full of symbolism and mystery.

E. A collection of personal letters.

Opening lllustration You don't use a wrench to hammer a nail. Different tools do different jobs. In the
same way, God uses different literary styles to reach different parts of the human heart.

Set the Scene The Bible is not just one long essayj; it is a library of books where prophets received visions
and translated them into human language using their own unique styles.

Read the Text

"The burden against Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw." (Isaiah 13:1, NKJV). (Ask someone to
read.)

What Do You Notice?

¢ |saiah refers to his message as a "burden" or oracle.
¢ |t is a specific message directed against Babylon.
¢ |t highlights what the prophet "saw" (a vision).

Guided Discussion
¢ Why do you think God chose to use so many different writing styles (poetry, history, prophecy) instead
of just one? (Allow discussion)

¢ How does knowing that the prophets used their own vocabulary and style change how you read the
Bible? (Ask follow-up)

e Why is it important to recognize whether you are reading a poetic psalm or a historical narrative when
interpreting the Bible? (Invite multiple responses)

¢ How can we appreciate the human element in Scripture without losing our belief in its divine
inspiration? (Allow discussion)

Discovery Insight God inspired the thoughts of the prophets, but He didn't erase their personalities. The
Bible contains poetry, parables, and covenant lawsuits, reflecting the literary skills of the writers while
carrying an infallible divine message.

Christ Connection Jesus also used a variety of styles—especially parables—to bypass human prejudice and
plant the truth of His kingdom directly into people's hearts.

Life Response Read a chapter from the Psalms and a chapter from Proverbs today, noticing how God uses
both poetry and logic to speak to you.

Encouragement Bridge God loves variety, and He carefully chose the perfect literary style to speak directly
to the unique way your mind works.
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Day 4: Literary Assistants

God inspires the thoughts of the prophet, but He often uses the faithful skills of human assistants to get
the message onto the page.

Poll

If you had to write a major book, what kind of help would you want most?

A. A typist to write down what | dictate.

B. An editor to fix my grammar and spelling.

C. A researcher to gather the facts for me.

D. An illustrator to make it look beautiful.

E. A publisher to handle the distribution.
Opening lllustration A famous CEO may dictate a letter, and a secretary may type it, fix the grammar, and
send it. It is still the CEQ's letter. Ancient prophets often used skilled scribes in exactly the same way.

Set the Scene Writing in the ancient world was a specialized and expensive skill, so prophets often
employed literary assistants (amanuenses) to physically write their God-given messages.

Read the Text

"And they asked Baruch, saying, 'Tell us now, how did you write all these words—at his instruction?' So
Baruch answered them, 'He proclaimed with his mouth all these words to me, and | wrote them with ink in
the book." (Jeremiah 36:17-18, NKJV). "I, Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet you in the Lord." (Romans
16:22, NKJV). (Ask someone to read.)

What Do You Notice?

¢ Jeremiah verbally proclaimed the words to his scribe, Baruch.
e Baruch physically wrote the words with ink in a book.
¢ The Apostle Paul used a scribe named Tertius to physically write the letter to the Romans.
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Guided Discussion
e Does it surprise you to learn that Paul didn't physically write the book of Romans himself? Why or why

not? (Allow discussion)

¢ How does the use of literary assistants show that God values teamwork and community in His church?
(Ask follow-up)

e |f the assistant chose the specific vocabulary, how do we know the message is still inspired by God?
(Invite multiple responses)

e How can we support the "behind-the-scenes" workers in our own church today? (Allow discussion)

Discovery Insight God’s inspiration acts on the mind of the prophet, not necessarily by dictating every
single word. The prophet, or their trusted literary assistant, then selects the words to faithfully convey the
divine thoughts.

Christ Connection Jesus built a team of disciples to carry His message to the world, proving that God
delights in partnering with human beings to accomplish His saving work.

Life Response Thank someone in your church who works faithfully "behind the scenes" to help the ministry
succeed.

Encouragement Bridge You don't have to be the one in the spotlight; God deeply honors the faithful
assistants who quietly do His work.

Day 5: Literary Sources

The Holy Spirit often guides biblical writers to do careful historical research and select material from
existing sources to flawlessly convey the truth.

Poll
When you want to learn the truth about a historical event, what is your first step?
A. Read a well-known textbook.
B. Watch a documentary about it.
C. Interview someone who was actually there.
D. Search online for multiple articles.
E. Read the original source documents.
Opening lllustration A great journalist doesn't just guess what happened; they interview witnesses and

compile the facts. When Luke wrote his Gospel, the Holy Spirit inspired him to be a masterful, investigative
journalist for God.

Set the Scene While some prophets received sudden visions, others were inspired by the Holy Spirit to
carefully gather eyewitness accounts and historical records to compose their books.

Read the Text

"Inasmuch as many have taken in hand to set in order a narrative of those things which have been fulfilled
among us... it seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first,
to write to you an orderly account, most excellent Theophilus." (Luke 1:1, 3, NKJV). (Ask someone to read.)

What Do You Notice?

¢ Luke acknowledges that others have also written narratives.
¢ He investigated and gained a "perfect understanding" of the events from the beginning.
¢ His goal was to write an "orderly account."
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Guided Discussion
e Why is it important to know that Bible writers like Luke did careful historical research? (Allow

discussion)

¢ How does the Holy Spirit's guidance ensure that this human research results in an infallible, inspired
message? (Ask follow-up)

e Sometimes biblical writers quoted non-biblical sources (like Paul quoting Greek poets or Jude quoting
Enoch). Why would God allow this? (Invite multiple responses)

¢ How should the careful research of the biblical writers inspire our own personal Bible study habits?
(Allow discussion)

Discovery Insight Inspiration does not bypass human effort. The Holy Spirit guided writers like Luke to
diligently study available oral and written sources, inspiring them to select the exact material needed to
create a connected, divine narrative.

Christ Connection The Holy Spirit guided Luke's research so that we could have a flawless, historical, and
deeply moving portrait of Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world.

Life Response Commit to studying one story of Jesus this week, using a Bible commentary or study guide to
dig deeper into the historical context.

Encouragement Bridge Your faith is not based on a myth; it is anchored in carefully researched, Spirit-
inspired historical truth.

Day 6: Divine Message and Human Imperfections

God deliberately placed His flawless divine truth into fragile, imperfect human hands so that the glory
belongs entirely to Him.

Poll

If you possessed a priceless diamond, where would you store it?
A. In a heavily guarded bank vault.
B. In a hidden safe in my house.
C. I would wear it for everyone to see.
D. In a plain, unassuming box so no one would suspect it.
E. | would entrust it to my most reliable friend.

Opening lllustration In the ancient world, people often hid their most valuable treasures inside cheap,
easily broken clay jars to protect them from thieves. God did something similar with the gospel.

Set the Scene The Apostle Paul openly acknowledged his own human weaknesses, but he recognized a
beautiful, divine purpose behind his fragility.

Read the Text

"But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of
us." (2 Corinthians 4:7, NKJV). (Ask someone to read.)

What Do You Notice?

e The gospel is described as a "treasure."
e |tis kept in "earthen vessels" (clay jars/human beings).
¢ The purpose is to show that the power comes from God, not us.
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Guided Discussion
¢ Why would God trust the most important message in the universe to imperfect "clay jars" like the

prophets and apostles? (Allow discussion)

¢ How does knowing the Bible was written by flawed humans actually strengthen its claim to divine
power? (Ask follow-up)

¢ How can we avoid the trap of focusing so much on the human imperfections of the writers that we
miss the divine treasure? (Invite multiple responses)

¢ In what ways is God using your own "cracks" and weaknesses to let His light shine through today?
(Allow discussion)

Discovery Insight God could have used perfect angels to write the Bible, but He chose frail human beings.
The imperfections of the human writers do not diminish the Bible's authority; rather, they prove that the
miraculous power to transform lives comes from God alone.

Christ Connection Jesus, the ultimate Treasure of heaven, clothed Himself in the frail "earthen vessel" of
human flesh so He could reach us right where we are and save us.

Life Response Stop hiding your flaws from God; offer your weaknesses to Him today so He can use them to
display His grace.

Encouragement Bridge You don't have to be perfect for God to use you; He loves putting His most beautiful
treasures in broken clay jars.
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Day 7: Summary

The Bible is a beautiful union of the divine and the human, seamlessly blending the Holy Spirit's inspiration
with human language to lead us to the Savior.

Poll

What is your biggest takeaway from this week's study on the Prophetic Writings?
A. That God commanded the prophets to write to preserve the truth.
B. That God loves using different literary styles to reach us.
C. That prophets used scribes and assistants to do the writing.
D. That the Holy Spirit inspired careful historical research.
E. That God purposefully puts His perfect treasure in flawed clay jars.

5 Weekly Takeaways

¢ God commanded His prophets to write to create a permanent memorial of His truth.

The Holy Spirit used a variety of literary genres, preserving the writers' unique personalities.

Prophets frequently used literary assistants and scribes to physically record the divine messages.

God inspired writers like Luke to conduct careful historical research to compile their accounts.

The gospel is a perfect treasure placed in the "earthen vessels" of imperfect humans so that God
receives all the glory.

Final Reflection Question How will you approach your daily Bible reading differently now that you
understand how God partnered with human beings to write it? (Pause for responses.)

Closing Appeal The Bible is the ultimate miracle of communication. Whether it was written through tears
of lament, joyful poetry, careful historical research, or dictated to a faithful scribe in a dungeon, every
single page was designed by the Holy Spirit to give you patience, comfort, and hope. Do not let this
treasure gather dust on a shelf. Open it, read it, and let the God who inspired it speak directly to your heart
today.

Closing Prayer Father in Heaven, thank You for the incredible miracle of the Bible. Thank You for taking
Your perfect, flawless truth and placing it in the hands of fragile human beings. Give us a renewed hunger
for Your Word. Help us to hear Your voice speaking through the poetry, the history, and the letters. May the
Scriptures give us patience in our trials, comfort in our pain, and an unbreakable hope in Jesus Christ, our
Lord and Savior. Amen.
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