

2026 Q3 L02 - The Message of the Cross - Participant Handout

The cross of Jesus looks like foolishness to the world, but it is the ultimate demonstration of God's saving power and wisdom.

Day 1 Afternoon
Read “For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.” (1 Corinthians 1:18, NKJV)
Think About
· Why might the cross seem like foolishness to the world?
· What makes the message of the cross powerful?
Notice
· Contrast between two groups: __________________________________________________
· Opposite views of the cross: ____________________________________________________
· What this shows about God's power: _____________________________________________
Apply Where do I need to trust God's "foolish" power rather than my own wisdom today?

Day 2
Read “For I determined not to know anything among you except Jesus Christ and Him crucified.” (1 Corinthians 2:2, NKJV)
Think About
· Why did Paul limit his message to this one specific topic?
· How does keeping the message simple make it more effective?
Notice
· Paul's firm decision: __________________________________________________________
· The single focus: _____________________________________________________________
· What this shows about sharing faith: _____________________________________________
Apply How can I share the simple message of Jesus with someone this week without overcomplicating it?

Day 3
Read “For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness...” (1 Corinthians 1:22-23, NKJV)
Think About
· What did the different cultures expect from God?
· Why did God choose to shatter those expectations?
Notice
· What the two cultures demanded: _______________________________________________
· What was preached instead: ____________________________________________________
· What this shows about human expectations: _______________________________________
Apply What expectation of God do I need to surrender so I don't stumble over His plans?

Day 4
Read “...having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things to Himself...” (Colossians 1:20, NKJV)
Think About
· What does "making peace" imply about the past relationship with God?
· How was this reconciliation achieved?
Notice
· How peace was made: _________________________________________________________
· The ultimate goal: ____________________________________________________________
· What this shows about Jesus: ___________________________________________________
Apply Who do I need to make peace with this week, reflecting the reconciliation of the cross?

Day 5
Read “But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty...” (1 Corinthians 1:27, NKJV)
Think About
· Why does God intentionally bypass the world's elite?
· How does this flip society's values upside down?
Notice
· Who God actively chooses: _____________________________________________________
· The purpose of this choice: ____________________________________________________
· What this shows about human status: ____________________________________________
Apply In what area of my life can I let God use my "weakness" to show His strength?

Day 6
Read “...that no flesh should glory in His presence. But of Him you are in Christ Jesus, who became for us wisdom from God—and righteousness and sanctification and redemption...” (1 Corinthians 1:29-30, NKJV)
Think About
· Why is boasting impossible at the foot of the cross?
· What has Christ become for us?
Notice
· The strict boundary set: _______________________________________________________
· Four things Christ is made to be for us: __________________________________________
· What this shows about salvation: ________________________________________________
Apply When I am tempted to brag or feel superior, how can I redirect the glory to Jesus?

Day 7 Reflection
This week I discovered:
1. 
A truth about Jesus I want to remember:

One step I will take this week:

Prayer:
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