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Vision
As the American Legion celebrates its 100th year of serving veterans, this unique mixed-use transit-oriented development is an opportunity to 
create a new home for American Legion Post 105 that has been serving veterans at this site since the 1960s. The project extends Post 105’s 
presence with a new facility and enhances their vision to serve the community, by providing a mix of affordable homes and services for 
veterans, as well as transit-oriented housing within close walking distance to the downtown Caltrain Station and the El Camino Real transit 
corridor.

Program
The 1.6 acre site is located just outside the Downtown Precise Plan Area, while it is anticipated to be included within and expansion of the 
Downtown Plan area. The American Legion’s historical use of the site combined with the site’s location and size, presents a unique opportunity 
for a transit-oriented development that benefits both the community at large and local veterans. At the same time, it is an infill development, 
which must be carefully designed in a manner that respects the surrounding neighborhoods. This mixed-use project is comprised of two major 
components – a new American Legion facility and new apartment homes. The latter component will include a substantial percentage of 
affordable units, 22.6% of the total units, designed and designated for Veterans preference. The Veterans preference residential units will be 
offered to qualified Veterans first, and only offered to the general (income qualified) public if the units do not fill up with Vets. Additional project 
details are as follows:

American Legion Facility:
• The project consists of approximately 11,275 s.f. of space for the American Legion including a 3,600 s.f. event space, a commercial 

kitchen, and a replacement of the current bar cocktail lounge - all for gatherings and events which take place within the existing facility. 
This space will also be a modern community hall, which can be reserved for City or community events. 

• The American Legion space will include a service area to support veterans, and administration office space for the Post 105 operations. 
Garage level one will accommodate approximately 83 parking spaces for use by the American Legion members and patrons. Additional 7 
spaces on the second floor will be also designated for American Legion staff use.

• Allowing the convenience of the Veteran preference units to be in direct proximity to the Post 105 facilities and amenities and the 
Veteran’s Services Office, the north side of the development includes the Veterans housing entrance. 68 affordable veterans homes are
proposed, ranging from micro-studios and studios to one-bedroom apartments. The 68 affordable units represent approximately 22.6% of 
the units proposed (at “very low” and “low income” levels), which exceeds the City’s affordability requirements.

• The affordable veterans housing has its management and services facilities as well as common facilities for gatherings and parties, 
classes and exercising and laundry room, as well as sharing the rest of the building’s facilities. The community space opens up to the well 
landscaped and activity focused courtyard, above the parking podium, which is shared with the rental housing.

• The project also includes 232 market-rate, transit-oriented apartment homes. The market rate units help to realize and financially support 
the affordable units. The market rate units have similar sizes to the veterans’ homes, ranging from micro-studios, studios and embedded 
one-bedroom units to full one-bedroom and some two-bedroom apartments. These small apartments are envisioned to provide more 
affordable living by design, creating housing close to transit and downtown and serving residents who have chosen urban, car-light living, 
with focused essential amenities, taking advantage of Redwood City’s downtown proximity. 

• In addition to parking spaces for the American Legion Post 105 at garage levels one and two, the development also has 160 residential 
parking spaces combined in the subgrade garage level and the second garage level (two), as well as 8 motorcycle parking spaces. 
Taking advantage of this transit rich location and understanding the limited vehicle ownership of the veteran residents, the proposed 
parking ratios for the residential units are consistent with the State Law for projects providing at least 20% low income level affordable 
units and located within half a mile of major transit station. Within the subgrade level there is also secure storage for 96 bicycles, with 
more storage space available if further bike parking is needed.

Design
The design of this mixed-use building reflects the major program elements while also incorporating the design principles of the City’s Downtown 
Precise Plan. The building façade is organized traditionally with a base, middle and top which is highlighted by corner tower elements. 
Contemporary features are reflected at the two residential entries, for the veteran’s homes and technology-savvy residents. The site plan and 
building plan emphasize the El Camino Real Street frontage providing two level lobby storefront and visual interest along the streetscape. The 
primary entries for the American Legion and housing are each along the El Camino Real. There are two points of access and egress from the 
garage. The circulation is provided via a driveway, circling the entire site and allowing for Fire Department access. 

The building encloses a large courtyard which allows for multiple groups to use the space at the same time. Three 
separate community room spaces extend into the courtyard and then a 4th large central space defined by trellises 
and seating and landscape. The landscape is designed to create a calming space while allowing activities and group 
events, as well as privacy. Many of the large perimeter planters will also be designed for stormwater management. 
The veterans housing share the community room and courtyard space, but we have also provided the veteran’s 
preference affordable component its own community room and courtyard space and allows the veterans to have a 
place of their own. The building design is anchored by the American Legion facility, serving as an active commercial 
presence along the El Camino Real. The building has a two-story base with masonry material with a solid a pattern 
of columns and storefronts creating a traditional rhythm along the El Camino Real. The base reflects the two story 
American Legion space, It is envisioned as a stone veneer facade providing the character and strength of the 
American Legion Post 105; while providing a strong base on which the building can rest.  The façade is punctuated 
by the American Legion’s main address entry flanked by the American and Post 105 flags. The Northern entry lobby 
is the primary access and the address of the veterans housing. In close proximity to the Post 105, this glassy, sun-
filled lobby provides identity for the veteran’s home and contrast to the American Legion’s solid stone base. 
Similarly, the Southern entry mirrors the veterans housing providing identity for the market rate apartments and 
integrating with the American Legion and veteran’s homes. In the end each entrance may be used by any resident, 
while providing an identity for the veterans.

• Base:
The building’s base reflects the two levels of the American Legion and lobby spaces along the El Camino Real. The 
building’s third level reflects the three stories of concrete construction providing a step back and roofed patios 
emphasizing the residential use along the ECR. 

• Middle:
The middle portion of the façade settles down the building with a series of vertically proportioned patterns window 
patterns, highlighting the elevation. This restrained middle portion serves as a base for the top of the building and 
introduces a change in material or color to highlight the upper two floors and to create a light but strong top to the 
building, accented by sunshades and parapet coping. The corners are emphasized by the vertical tower elements 
with roof-top decks accessed from the top residential floor, which act as supports and “bookend” the façade 
pronouncing the views coming from both the north and south along the El Camino Real. The two tower corner 
elements anchor each end of the El Camino Real facade, providing a strong landmark to the building, whether 
heading from the South or North along the El Camino Real. The corner towers are viewed as corner elements with 
large corner windows as residents will look up and down the ECR and the building is viewed at an angle, from along 
the boulevard not in elevation. The glassy entry lobbies of the veterans and market rate housing provides visual 
contrast to the American Legion space, adding transparency and contemporary elements which reflect the residents, 
and accentuates the activity along the street, while the top of the towers are capped with a heavier parapet cap 
providing a shadow and more traditional silhouette.

• Top:
The top two floors of the building have either a change in material or color, providing a lightness and warm 
appearance while respecting and reinforcing the facade's organization and "top" element which is then capped by 
sunshades and a strong parapet cap to provide that continuity in the roof’s silhouette.

Summary
The project’s diverse blend of uses provides extensive community benefits by supporting the replacement of the 
American Legion facility, creating affordable housing for veterans and transit-oriented housing which is affordable by 
design. The new American Legion Post 105 will support a variety of community-based organizations and the wider 
community, providing meeting and event space. This project contributes 68 affordable units of much needed 
Veterans preference housing, as well as services for this important and highly respected group of individuals in the 
San Mateo County community. It also creates additional transit-oriented housing for the wider community, within 
walking distance of Caltrain, the ECR transit corridor and Downtown Redwood City. 

This unique development is a great addition and a reflection of the past, present and future of Redwood City.
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SCALE: 1" = 100'-0"

1. PROPERTY LINE WALL AND RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT ADJACENT TO PROJECT SITE.

2. VIEW OF PROJECT SITE FROM ACROSS EL CAMINO REAL: EXISTING AMERICAN POST FACILITY
3. EXISTING BUILDING IN NORTH EAST CORNER OF THE SITE: SEE HISTORIC EVALUATION REPORT

5. DRIVE ADJACENT TO EXISTING RESIDENTIAL BUILDING.

6. DRIVE ADJACENT TO EXISTING COMMERCIAL BUILDING. 7. VIEW OF ADJACENT PROPERTY SAM TRANS BUS STORAGE AND CALTRAIN ROW. 8. REAR OF THE EXISTING BUILDING.
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1 PLANNING DIAGRAM

A0.10 SCALE: NTS

2 BUILDING STEPBACKS @ ECR
A0.10 SCALE: 1" = 50'-0"

3 SHADOW STUDY - SPRING EQUINOX @ 12 PM
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            VINYL WINDOWS
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GARAGE ROLLING DOOR
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A  
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COMPONENTS COLORS

F 
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            PARISIAN CASHMERE - KM5787

BIG BAND - KM5828

NORTHPOINTE - KM 5791
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15 
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3' TALL METAL CAP - MIDDLE

4' TALL METAL CAP - TOP

STUCCO WALL 
(COLOR: NORTHPOINTE)
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