
Basic Instructions for Using the Find-A-Grave Web Site 

 

Below is the home page for the pre-eminent web site for gravestone memorials.  

Most memorials at this site are tied to actual cemeteries, although this site allows 

for the creation of memorials for loved ones whose remains are not actually buried 

at an official cemetery location (e.g., cremains that were scattered or held by 

family members).  Memorials at this site are created and managed by thousands of 

volunteers who are members of the Find-A-Grave Community. 

 

 

 

  



Basic search for James Patton Miller 

 

 

Initial Search Result: 

 

Clicking on the top one above gives the following page: 



 

 

Next, clicking on any of the names in colored text will then take 

you to that person’s page.  For example, clicking on the name 

of Andrew B. Miller produces the following result: 

 



 

You’ll notice that Andrew had two wives.  This page was only 

recently created.  So far, only one of Andrew’s 14 children has 

been linked to him, but additional links will no doubt be added 

in the future by members of the Find-A-Grave community. 



Every memorial at the Find-A-Grave web site has a memorial 

number.  These numbers are generated by the site software at 

the time a memorial is created and are used by members of the 

Find-A-Grave community to create links to family members.  

Once a memorial number is assigned, it remains the same until 

the memorial is removed.  Although rare, removal of memorials 

at this site can occurs because of incorrect identification or 

duplication  when two or more volunteers inadvertently create 

different memorials for the same person. 

 

You’ll notice that the search form (see page 2) includes a place 

to enter a person’s memorial number.  If known, this is the only 

information required in order to go to the memorial page for 

the individual. 

 

The Find-A-Grave site has been in operation for about 10 years 

and the database continues to grow but presently includes less 

than 20% of known graves in the United States.  So there 

remains much work to be done. 


