
 

 

Born to Serve:  Henry R. Barnett—His Life and Family 

by Ethel Elizabeth (Barnett) [Fuller] Ross 

  

About the book: 

This book was originally printed in about 1960 by the former Niagara Frontier Publishing Company of 

Gowanda, New York. The book itself, however, does not include a publication date or a copyright notice.  

It is an interesting mix of facts (with some errors) and stories which agree reasonably well with other 

sources of family folklore.  The writing throughout the book reflects a positive outlook on life even through 

periods of stress and difficulty in the lives of those described here.  And the book reflects the religious 

sentiments that characterized Henry Barnett as well as his parents, siblings and descendants.  As such, it 

remains an important part of family history and deserves to be read by those who want to develop a better 

understanding of the life and legacy of this good and godly man. 

 

 About the Author: 

Ethel was born on November 25, 1908, to Wallace F. and Florence (Dobbins) Barnett in Royalton Center 

near Lockport, Niagara County, NY, and died 26 December 1980 at her home in Hialeah, Florida. 

In 1935 she married Rev. Ralph A. Fuller (1909 – 1957).  Their first pastorate was at West Barre (near 

Albion), NY, where they served for 7 years.  During part of this time Ralph was also a student at Drew 

University in East Hanover.  Next they pastored for 3 years in Keeneyville, PA. 

While visiting his sister Pearle in Florida, Ralph was offered a pastoral position at the Community 

Methodist Church in Oakland Park near Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and while serving in that capacity, Ralph 

drew the floor plans for a new church building.  However, while in Florida, Ralph’s health began a slow 

deterioration which continued until his death 7 years later.  After several years in Florida, Ralph and Ethel 

accepted a pastoral position in the small town of Weiser, Idaho, where they served for about 3 years. 

After finishing their work in Idaho, Ralph took a pastoral position at the Emmanuel Methodist Church in 

Lockport for two years.  They then moved to the village of Yorkshire where Ralph was born.  He died at 

the age of 48 in a house that was only a few hundred feet from the house where he came into this world. 

The year after Ralph died, Ethel met and married a widower, Vernon Robert Ross (1893-1974).  Vernon 

and his first wife (also Ethel) had four children.  After his death Vernon was interred in the Hillside 

Cemetery near the town of Otto in the Zoar Valley in Cattaraugus County.  When Ethel died it is believed 

that she was buried next to Ralph in the Fuller family plot at the Arcade (NY) Rural Cemetery. 

 

R. L. Daake,   January 25, 2013 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


