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Authot's Preface (Muqaddimah)

All praise is due to Allah alone, Lord of all that exists. I begin this humble work with
the sincere intention to seek His pleasure alone, to serve His Book and the guidance
of His Messenger &, to teach myself and my fellow believers, and to deepen my
own understanding of His Revelation. I remind myself, before anyone else, that this
writing is not for status, fame, nor recognition — but solely to seek His Face, His
acceptance, and His forgiveness.

This reminder is for my own heart before it is for others, and I ask Allah to purify
my intention from any hidden desires or worldly attachments, and to make every
word a testimony for me and not against me on the Day when no soul will benefit
except by what Allah has accepted from them.

Du‘a:

O Allah, I ask You by Your Beautiful Names and Perfect Attributes to make this
work sincerely for Your sake, and to accept it from me even with its shortcomings
and deficiencies. Make it a means for me and those who read it to draw nearer to
You, to reflect deeply upon Your Words, and to act upon what is contained therein.

O Allah, grant us beneficial knowledge, hearts that are humbled before You, and
actions that are pure and righteous. Do not make this knowledge a proof against us,
but rather a light in our graves, a companion in our loneliness, and a witness for us
on the Day we meet You. Ameen.



Introduction

All praise is due to Allah alone. We praise Him, seek His aid, and seek His
forgiveness. We seck refuge with Allah from the evil within ourselves and from the
evil of our deeds. Whoever Allah guides, none can misguide, and whoever He allows
to go astray, none can guide. I testify that none has the right to be worshiped except
Allah, alone, without any partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His slave and
Messenger.

To proceed:

Indeed, from the greatest of obligations upon every Muslim is to understand, affirm,
and act upon the two testimonies of faith:

(1) The testimony that none has the right to be worshiped in truth except
Allah.

(2) The testimony that Muhammad is the Messenger and slave of Allah.

This book was written solely for the sake of Allah, as a humble contribution toward
reviving, clarifying, and reinforcing two monumental topics that are foundational to
Islam yet often neglected, misunderstood, or attacked in our times:

1. 'The True Reality that the Sunnah of the Prophet # is Revelation
from Allah.

2. The Conditions of Testifying that Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah $5.

In an age where the Sunnah is questioned, matginalized, or even rejected, and the
conditions of following the Messenger # arc blurred by desires, innovations,
modernist calls, and exaggerations in his status, it becomes imperative for the believer
who fears Allah and desires His pleasure to return to clarity—clarity founded upon
the Book of Allah, the authentic Sunnah, and the understanding of the Salaf of this
Ummabh.



The Urgent Need for This Book

Many claim to follow the Qut'an, yet reject or belittle the Sunnah—forgetting that
the Sunnah is Revelation, binding, and insepatable from the Qut'an. Others
outwardly claim love for the Prophet # but do not know or uphold the conditions
of following him, leading to either blind imitation, dangerous innovations, or
exaggerated praise that leads to shirk.

This book aims to demolish these errors by proving, with authentic evidence:

* That every Sunnah of the Prophet # in matters of the religion, is
revelation from Allah.

*  That testifying Muhammad &3 is the Messenger of Allah requires specific,
clear, actionable conditions, without which one's Islam is deficient or
nullified.

Methodology of This Book

*  The methodology of this book is firmly grounded upon the Qurt'an, the
authentic Sunnah, and the understanding of the Sahabah, Tabi‘in, and the
Imams of guidance.

* It will strictly avoid philosophy, kalam, and the views of people of desires
and innovation.

= It will present the topics in a thematic, structured, and evidence-based
approach, making it accessible for the secker of truth.

= Where necessaty, statements of the Salaf, their consensus, and the works of
classical and contemporary Salafi scholars will be cited for reinforcement.

*  The language will be straightforward, sincere, and firm upon the truth, as
commanded by Allah and His Messenger &8.

A Personal Reflection and Humble Disclaimer

This book is not presented as an academic exercise, nor a personal opinion. It is a
humble attempt to revive the correct understanding of these matters among
Muslims, out of fear of Allah, and in response to the widespread ignorance,
confusion, and misguidance that has plagued the Ummah.

It is my duty to remind myself and the reader that the path of the Sunnah is not the
path of popularity, numbers, or desires—it is the narrow path of truth, clarity, and



firmness upon the Deen of Allah. I ask Allah to purify my intention, accept this
effort, make it sincere for His face alone, and grant benefit to myself and the reader.

I end this introduction by the words of the noble Tabi‘i, Muhammad ibn Sirin 4e=>)
<l: "This knowledge is religion, so look carefully at whom you take your religion
from."

Du‘a

I ask Allah, Al-Haqg, to make us from those who firmly cling to the Qur'an and the
Sunnah upon the understanding of the Sahabah. O Allah, show us truth as truth and
grant us the ability to follow it. Show us falsehood as falsehood and grant us the
ability to avoid it. O Allah, make us from the people of sincerity, Sunnah, and
firmness upon the Manhaj of the Salaf. Ameen.

Compiled by: Abu Muhammad Yahya
Salaf Book Publishing / Salaf.ca

1446 AH / 2025 CE
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The Revelation of The Sunnah & The
Conditions of Muhammadan Rasulullah

Part 1: The Revelation of the Sunnah

Chapter 1: Understanding the Sunnah

Linguistic meaning of Sunnah

Shar‘i meaning of Sunnah

Sunnah in relation to Wahy (Revelation)
Types of Sunnah

Chapter 2: Qur'anic Proofs for Sunnah as Revelation

An-Najm: 3-4 "Nor does he speak from his own desite. It is only a revelation sent
down to him."

An-Nahl: 44 "And We have revealed to you the Reminder so you may explain...”
An-Nisa: 80 "Whoever obeys the Messenger has obeyed Allah."

Al-Hashr: 7 "And whatever the Messenger gives you, take it."

Aali Imran: 31 "Say, if you love Allah, then follow me, and Allah will love you."
Refuting those who claim Qut'an is sufficient without Sunnah.

Chapter 3: Sunnah's Own Proofs for Being Revelation

Hadith Abu Dawood (Authentic): "I was given the Qur'an and something like it
along with it."

Hadith on rejecting Sunnah: "Let me not find one of you reclining on his couch
and saying...”

Hadith from Tirmidhi: "Whoever turns away from my Sunnah is not from me."
The Prophet # explicitly affirmed his Sunnah as obligatory.

The Prophet # forbade writing from anyone else besides him initially to prevent
mixing of Qut'an and Sunnah



Chapter 4: Statements of the Salaf and Scholars

Abu Bakr 4ie 4l o5): "I will not leave the Sunnah of the Prophet for the opinion
of anyone." )

Umar 4ic bl @b)’s firmness in enforcing Sunnah over opinion.

Tbn Mas‘ud i <l 2 "Pollow and do not innovate, for you have been sufficed."
Imam Ahmad 4l 4oy "Whoever claims Sunnah is not Revelation is a person of
bid‘ah."

Imam Al-Shafi9 40l 4e>): "Whatever the Messenger legislated is like what Allah
legislated."”

Ibn Taymiyyah <0l 4e>) and Ibn al-Qayyim 4bl 4s>y’s affirmations.

Consensus (Ijma‘) of the Ummah that the Sunnah is Revelation.

Chapter 5: Logical and Rational Affirmation

The Prophet # was tasked to explain, judge, and rule.

This requires knowledge only accessible via Wahy.

His silence on matters became tacit approval—guided by Revelation.

His confirmation or rejection of acts was not personal preference but Wahy.

His personal Ijtihad was under divine supervision and correction (e.g., captives of
Badr incident).

Chapter 6: The Role of the Sunnah in Legislation

Clarifying Qur'an (e.g., how to pray, fast, etc.).

Specifying general rulings (e.g., shares in inheritance).

Adding new rulings where Qur'an is silent (e.g., prohibition of domestic donkey
meat).

Abrogation by Sunnah of Qut'an rulings (and vice versa).

Establishing penalties and judgments not detailed in the Qur'an (e.g., stoning for
adultery).

Chapter 7: Preservation of the Sunnah

Preservation by the Sahabah like the Qur'an.

Written Sunnah during the lifetime of the Prophet & (e.g., Sahifah of Abdullah ibn
Amr).

Oral transmission by reliable chains (Isnad system).

Establishment of Hadith sciences to protect authenticity.

The meticulous methodology of the Muhaddithin.



Chapter 8: Refuting the Misconceptions

Response to the Qut'aniyyoon (those who teject Sunnah).

Refutation of the claim that Sunnah is personal culture.

Refuting those who claim Sunnah is only for the time of the Prophet #5.
Clarifying the Sunnah's role till the Day of Judgment.

Chapter 9: Summary and Comprehensive Conclusions

Comprehensive listing of all Qur'anic, Hadith, and Salafi proofs.

The necessity of submission to the Sunnah alongside the Qut'an.

The Sunnah as the only safe path to understand the Qur'an.

The Ummah’s misguidance occurs only by abandoning Sunnah.

Final warning against the innovators and their plots to detach Muslims from the
Sunnah.

Call to Tawheed, Sunnah, and the way of the Salaf.

Du‘a for firmness upon the Sunnah.

Part 2: The Conditions of Muhammad Rasulullah #

Chapter 10: Introduction to the Testimony of Rasulullah &

The Shahadah is composed of two inseparable pillars:

- Shahadah of Tawheed (La ilaha illallah).

- Shahadah of Risalah (Muhammad Rasulullah).

The gravity of this statement and its place in Islam.

The meaning of Muhammad Rasulullah is not a mere utterance but requires
knowledge, belief, love, and compliance

The role of this Shahadah in perfecting Tawheed.

The difference between his status as 'Abd (servant) and Rasul (Messenget).
The danger of separating his obedience from Allah's obedience.

Chapter 11: The Conditions of Muhammad Rasulullah &

Believing that he is the last and final Messenger of Allah.

Believing everything he # informed us of, both in the matters of the unseen and
seen.

Obeying him #5 in everything he commanded.

Avoiding everything he forbade and warned against.

Worshipping Allah only with what he legislated and brought, avoiding innovations
and additions.
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Chapter 12: Detailed Explanation of Each Condition

Detailed breakdown of the first condition (Finality of Prophethood).
Rejection of anyone claiming Prophethood after him.

Belief in the perfection of his Shari‘ah till the Day of Judgment.

Detailed breakdown of the second condition (Belief in his information).
Includes belief in the Unseen (Hellfire, Paradise, angels, jinn, Dajjal, etc.).
Includes belief in his miracles, prophecies, and signs of the Hour.
Detailed breakdown of the third condition (Obedience).

All his commands are binding unless specific proofs indicate otherwise.
Detailed breakdown of the fourth condition (Avoiding prohibitions).
Including all his warnings, from shirk to minor sins.

Avoiding what he forbade explicitly and implicitly.

Detailed breakdown of the fifth condition (Worship only as he legislated).
Rejection of all Bid‘ah (innovations) in Deen.

Establishing that good intentions do not justify innovations.

Chapter 13: Refutations of Those Who Violate These Conditions

Refuting modernists who reject or reinterpret his Sunnah.
Refuting Sufis who exaggerate his status or introduce innovations.
Refuting Kharijites who exceed bounds in rejecting his mercy.
Refuting Shia who reject his companions and Sunnah.

The danger of ghuluww (exaggeration) and its manifestations.
The danger of neglect and hypocrisy toward his Sunnah.

Chapter 14: Balancing Between Love and Obedience

The true love of the Prophet & requires full submission.
Proofs that love is a condition of Iman.

Dangers of loving him without following him.

Refuting those who exaggerate to the point of invoking him.

Chapter 15: His Human and Messenger Attributes

He is the most perfect human but still a human.

He does not know the unseen except what Allah revealed.

He cannot benefit or harm except by Allah's permission.
Clarifying the mistake of those who give him divine attributes.
Warning from the innovations of praising him excessively.
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Chapter 16: The Consequences of Fulfilling or Violating the Conditions

The fruits of fulfilling the conditions (Iman, closeness to Allah, paradise).

The punishments for violating them (misguidance, rejection, hypocrisy, Hellfire).
The Prophet # as Hujjah (proof) upon creation until the Hour.

The binding nature of his Sunnabh till the Last Day.

Chapter 17: His Status Until the Day of Judgment

His right of being followed till the Day of Judgment.
His intercession by the permission of Allah.

His role as a witness over his Ummah.

His warnings against innovations and changes after him.

Chapter 18: Summary and Reflections

Summary of the 5 conditions and their comprehensive nature.

Personal call to self-assessment—are we truly fulfilling the Shahadah of Rasulullah
,‘-"/?

Call to Tawheed, Sunnah, and the pure Manhaj of the Salaf.

Closing with the warning of the Salaf regarding neglecting these conditions.

Du‘a for firmness upon the Shahadah of Muhammad Rasulullah & until death.
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Chapter 1: Understanding the Sunnah
1. Linguistic Meaning of Sunnah

The word "Sunnah" (4dl) in the Arabic language carties a precise and rich meaning
that sets the foundation for its Shar‘i usage. Linguistically, Sunnah refers to a way,
path, method, or custom, whether it is praiseworthy or blameworthy, general or
specific.

Ibn Manzur <0l de>) said in Lisan al-‘Arab: "As-Sunnah (&J)): the path or way
(4a,kll), whether it is good ot bad. The plural is Sunan ((w)." (Lisan al-‘Arab, under
the entry 'Sunnah')

Similatly, Al-Fayruz Abadi Al 4oy stated: "As-Sunnah linguistically means the

method (3xl), whether it is followed in righteousness or in misguidance." (Al-
Qamus al-Muhit)

This is supported by the words of the Prophet & in an authentic Hadith: "Whoever
establishes a good Sunnah in Islam, he will have its reward and the reward of those
who act upon it after him... And whoever establishes an evil Sunnah, he will bear its
sin and the sin of those who act upon it." (Sahih Muslim, no. 1017)

In this Hadith, the Prophet # uscd the word Sunnah in its linguistic sense, indicating
that the word itself does not inherently carry a religious, legal, or positive meaning
until it is further specified by the context.

Thus, linguistically:
®  Sunnah is a general path or practice.
= It can refer to both good and evil paths.

= Itis the way one follows, whether it is one’s personal path or that which
others adopt.

* Itincludes customs, behaviors, habits, and ways inherited or established.

This linguistic background is critical to understand because the Shari meaning of
Sunnah evolved from this linguistic root, but it became specifically tied to the way of
the Prophet #5 in matters of Deen (religion), as we will explore next.

Therefore, from the linguistic usage, we observe:

* The Sunnah can refer to human traditions, whether praiseworthy or
blameworthy, without necessarily being linked to Revelation.
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*  The Qur'an also uses the term 'Sunnah' to desctibe the established way of
Allah upon His creation: "This is the Sunnah of Allah with those who

passed before you, and you will never find any change in the Sunnah of
Allah." (Al-Ahzab: 62)

In this ayah, Sunnah refers to Allah’s established and unchanging way in how He
deals with His creation, such as rewarding the obedient and destroying the
disobedient.

From this linguistic root, the scholars of Islam extracted the Shari meaning of
Sunnah, which is restricted, specific, and exclusively tied to the way of the Messenger
of Allah #5 in matters of belief, action, worship, character, and legislation.

This transition is critical to distinguish:
e While the linguistic meaning is broad and general,

e The Shari meaning becomes an exclusive, authoritative, and divinely
guided way that must be followed.

Thus, it is now upon us to explore and clarify the Shar‘i (Islamic legal) meaning of
Sunnah, which will firmly anchor the understanding that the Sunnah of the Prophet
&5 is Wahy (Revelation) and is binding upon the Ummah.

Shar‘i Meaning of Sunnah

While the linguistic meaning of Sunnah is broad and encompasses any path or way,
whether good or bad, the Shari (Islamic legal) usage of the term is restricted to a
specific, honorable, and divinely protected sense. It refers exclusively to the way,
example, statements, actions, approvals, and characteristics of the Prophet

Muhammad & in matters of religion.

Imam Al-Khattabi <0l do>) defined Sunnah in the Shar sense: "Sunnah is the path
laid down by the Messenger of Allah #2, including his statements, actions, and
approvals. It is obligatory to follow them." (Ma'alim as-Sunan)

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah 4l 4s> said: "The Sunnah in the terminology of the
Salaf refers to the complete religion, including what Allah and His Messenger &8
commanded, both outwardly and inwardly." (Majmu‘ al-Fatawa, 4/267)

Ibn Rajab bl 4oy clatified: "The word 'Sunnah' is used in the statements of the Salaf
and the scholars after them to refer to adherence to what the Prophet # and his
rightly guided Caliphs were upon in terms of beliefs, actions, and statements." (Jami
al-‘Ulum wal-Hikam)
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Thus, in Shar‘i terminology, Sunnah refers to:
*  What the Prophet & said (Sunnah Qawliyyah).
*  What the Prophet # did (Sunnah Filiyyah).

*  What the Prophet #8 approved of silently or by gesture (Sunnah
Tagqririyyah).

*  His attributes and mannerisms (IKhalgiyyah and Khulugiyyah).

All these are considered Wahy from Allah, as the Prophet # did not legislate or
approve anything in the Deen from his own desires or opinions.

Sunnah in Usul al-Figh (Legal Theory)

It is also important to note that in Usul al-Figh (Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence),
the scholars sometimes define Sunnah more technically as:

. . ol
"Everything that has been authentically reported from the Prophet #—apart from
the Qur'an—in terms of his statements, actions, or approvals."

This definition reinforces that the Sunnah is an independent source of legislation
alongside the Qur'an, and that the two together form the two primaty soutces of
Revelation and guidance.

Shaykh al-Uthaymeen Al 4>y said: "Sunnah refers to that which is reported from
the Prophet #8, whether it is in speech, action, or approval, and it is an independent
source of Islamic law." (Sharh al-Usul min ‘Ilm al-Figh)

Key Clarifications in the Shar‘i Sense:
*  The Sunnah is only the way of the Prophet Muhammad #2, and none other.

= Itis always praiseworthy, correct, guided, and protected from error in the
matters of Deen.

= It is binding, not optional, unless specified as recommendation.

= The Sunnah in this sense is not the customary or cultural actions of the
Prophet # as a human being, such as his preference for certain food or
sitting styles, unless he explicitly tied it to religious virtue.

* The Sunnah is Revelation from Allah, either explicitly (through direct
Wahy) or implicitly (through the Prophet’s ijtihad that Allah approved of
and never cortected).
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Now that we have firmly established both the linguistic and Shar‘i definitions of
Sunnabh, it becomes necessaty to build upon this by providing Qut'anic proofs that
the Sunnah of the Prophet # is indeed Revelation from Allah, binding upon every
Muslim. This is the natural flow into the next chapter, which will establish these
proofs directly from the Qur'an itself, leaving no room for doubt or confusion.

Chapter 2: Qur'anic Proofs for Sunnah as Revelation
An-Najm: 3-4
555 55 )5k ) o 53l o8 (sl
"Not does he speak from his own desire. It is only a revelation sent down to him."
(Surah An-Najm: 3-4)

Explanation:

These two verses are from Surah An-Najm, a Makkan Surah, revealed in the early
period to establish the authority of the Prophet & and refute the disbelievers who
accused him of fabricating speech or speaking from himself.

The negation (&3) is general and absolute, meaning the Prophet # does not speak
in matters of guidance, Deen, or religious rulings based on his personal opinions or
desires.

The phrase (538 O%) refers to personal desires, whims, or inclinations. The negation
here is powerful—it removes any room for the claim that the Prophet 2 could err
in conveying the religion.

The verse affirms (¢&9 (55 3l 3» &) using the structure of exclusivity (ﬁl o) —

ke :
indicating that everything he conveys in his capacity as a Messenger is pure Wahy
from Allah.

This verse is general and encompasses both the Qur'an and the Sunnah, as
the scholars of Tafsir have explained.

Statements of the Scholars:

Ibn Kathir 4l 4e>) said in his Tafsir: "That is, he  does not speak from himself in
any matter of religion. 'It is only a revelation sent down to him'—meaning, he only
says what has been revealed to him." (Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Surah An-Najm)
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Al-Shawkani bl 4>, said: "This applies to all his speech related to the Shari‘ah. As
for worldly matters or human interactions, this is outside the scope of the verse."
(Fath al-Qadir)

Ibn Sa‘di 4bl 4oy said: "All that the Prophet b brings in terms of Deen—whether

the Qur'an or Sunnah—is Revelation from Allah, and he # does not speak from his
own self." (Tafsir al-Sa‘di)

Important Clarification:

= Some innovators and rejecters of the Sunnah tried to limit this verse to only
the Qut'an.

®  The correct understanding is that it includes everything the Prophet #%

conveys in matters of Deen, whether Qut'anic or extra-Qut'anic
(Sunnah).

= ‘This is further proven by the Prophet #8’s statement (which we will explain
later):

"Indeed, I was given the Qut'an and something like it along with it." (Abu Dawood,
authentic)
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