What is the Definition of ‘Aqidah?

The Linguistic Meaning

The word ‘Aqidah comes from the Arabic
root: >-3-¢ (‘A-Q-D) Which means: to tie
firmly, knot, bind with certainty, or to be
firmly settled upon something.

Ibn Faris (d. 395H) said: “al-"Ayn, al-Qaf,
and al-Dal indicate firmness and binding. It
is said: ““Aqadtu al-habla’ - T ted the rope.”

Ibn Manzur (d. 711H) in Lisan al-"Arab: “al-'Aqd means binding something

firmly. And from it is ‘al-°Aqidah’ — what a person holds with certainty in
his heart.”?

The Shar‘i/Technical Meaning

As defined by the Scholars: Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah Al o>y said:
“*Aqidah is that which the heart firmly believes and holds as true, without
doubt or wavering.””

Imam as-Sabuni (d. 449H) titled his famous book: “‘Aqidah as-Salaf Ashab
al-Hadith” Where he mentions: “Their hearts are united upon the ‘Aqidah
taken from the Book and the Sunnah.”
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Shaykh $alih al-Fawzan )l ara> said: “‘Aqidah in the Shar T sense refers to
belief in the six pillars of Iman, and everything that the heart must affirm with
certainty, without hesitation, from the fundamentals of the religion.”s

Qur’anic Evidence

While the word ‘Agqidah itself does not appear explicitly in the Qut'an or
Sunnah, the meaning is cleatly embedded in the concept of iman, yaqin,
and ‘ilm that is firmly tied in the heart:
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“But Allah has endeared to you faith (iman) and has made it beautiful in your
hearts.”¢
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“And they do not doubt...””

This is a recurring phrase describing true believers and these verses indicate
firm conviction tied to the heart — this is the essence of “Aqidah.

Hadith Evidence

The Prophet # described iman as: ... That you believe in Allah, His angels,
His books, His messengers, the Last Day, and that you believe in Qadat, both
its good and bad.””®

These ate the foundations of “Aqidah, mentioned directly by the Prophet b
as beliefs.

The Salafs Use of the Term / Concept

Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d. 241H) in Usal as-Sunnah (a foundational
treatise in “Aqidah) begins with: “The foundation of the Sunnah with us is
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clinging to what the Companions were upon..” Therefore, this was a
statement of the cotrect 'Agidah.

And his emphasizes in the belief in Allah’s perfect Names and Attributes,
Qadar, seeing Allah, iman, and not revolting against rulers — are all matters

of “Aqidah.

Imam al-Ajurri (d. 360H) In ash-Shari‘ah, he said: “You must hold firm to
the “‘Aqidah that has come in the Book and Sunnah...”

Imam al-Barbahari (d. 329H) in Sharh al-Sunnah, said: “Know that the
foundations of the Sunnah are to hold fast to what the Companions were
upon...”

And this syncs with the Statement of Allah: If you believe as they believe...

And the word Sunnah here is synonymous with “Aqidah, as was the usage of
the Salaf.

Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah 4ll 4s>) Repeatedly used the term ‘Aqidah
in: al-"Aqgidah al-Wasitiyyah, al-‘Aqidah al-Hamawiyyah, al-‘Aqidah at-
Tadmuriyyah among other books and these were responses to people of
innovation, especially the Jahmiyyah, Ash‘atiyyah, and others, defending the
correct ‘Aqgidah of Ahlus-Sunnah.

Shaykh Ibn Baz Al da> said: “The correct ‘Aqidah is that which the Salaf of
this Ummah were upon: belief in Allah, His Names and Attributes, belief in
the Angels, the Books, Messengers, The Last Day, and Qadar...””
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