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Instrumentation 
 
Trumpet in B-flat I, II, III, IV, V, VI 
 
Horn in F I, II, III, IV 
 
Trombone I, II 
Bass Trombone 
 
Euphonium 
 
Tuba 
 
Snare Drum 
Bass Drum 
Crash Cymbals 

 
Program Note 

 
 Blue-Sky Fanfare, winner of the 2025-2026 Dallas Winds Fanfare Competition, invites 
listeners to look upward toward the boundless sky and upon the creativity of the compositional 
process. The piece works on two levels. It captures the exhilaration of a wide-open, sunlit sky, 
along with paying tribute to "blue-sky" thinking, a term used to describe visionary exploration 
unconstrained by practical limits. 
 
On the first level, the music evokes what it feels like to stand under a clear, open sky. Bright 
fanfare gestures, consonant harmonies, and a sense of upward lift presented in a variety of 
musical motifs carry the listener upward, offering both players and audience a moment of that 
wide-open feeling. 
 
On the second level, Blue-Sky Fanfare celebrates the early phase of a composition when ideas 
are allowed to flow freely, before they are shaped into a cohesive, performable work. The piece 
reflects this spirit of openness by drawing from a wide range of fanfare traditions. It juxtaposes 
articulate arpeggios, brass textures, and soaring melodic lines. These diverse fragments, once 
scattered across the page, are brought together into a unified piece of music. 
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