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Away to Canada: Air—“O Susannah.” Joshua McCarter Simpson, poem from African-American
Poetry: An Anthology, 1773-1927. Edited by Joan R. Sherman, Dover Publications,
1997. [Note: The introduction to Away to Canada states, “Simpson’s satirical protest
poems clamored for emancipation and civil rights. They were set to popular tunes, and
fugitives on the Underground Railroad sang Simpson’s song-poems in the 1850’s.”]

Battle Cry of Freedom (aka Rally ‘Round the Flag), George Frederick Root, 1862
Battle Hymn of the Republic, Julia Ward Howe, 1862

Beat! Beat! Drums! Walt Whitman, Harper’s Weekly, September 28, 1861

Blow ye the Trumpet, Blow, Charles Wesley, 1750

Bury Me in a Free Land, Frances Harper, 1858

Courage, Ralph Waldo Emerson, 1859

Dixie/ Dixie’s Land/ I Wish I was in Dixie’s Land, Daniel Decatur Emmett, 1859 [Although
Dixie became the Confederacy’s anthem, it was written by Emmett, who was born in Mt.
Vernon, Ohio, to be performed in black-face in Emmett’s minstrel shows. It is claimed he
said, “If I had known to what use [the Southerners] were going to put my song, I will be
damned if I’d have written it.” Emmett also wrote the fife-and-drum manual for the
Union Army.]

Ev’ry Time I Feel De Spirit, Negro Spiritual, pre-1861

Follow the Drinking Gourd, Negro Spiritual, Unknown

Glory, Glory, Hallelujah/Since I laid My Burdens Down, Negro Spiritual, unknown
Home, Sweet, Home, John Howard Payne, 1823

John Brown’s Body, Civil War Marching Song, 1861
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Jump Jim Crow, Thomas Rice, 1832 [Rice wrote and performed Jump Jim Crow and other
songs in black-face in minstrel shows.]

Let My People Go

Lift Ev’ry Voice and Sing, poem by James Weldon Johnson; music by John Rosamond Johnson,
1900 [Research disclosed a discrepancy as to when the music was added to the poem.
Some sources say the poem was written in 1900 and put to music in 1905. However, the
NAACP web site states, “Lift Every Voice and Sing—often called ‘The Black National
Anthem’ — was written as a poem by NAACP leader James Weldon Johnson (1871-1938)
and then set to music by his brother John Rosamond Johnson (1873-1954) in 1899. It was
first performed in public in the Johnsons’ hometown of Jacksonville, Florida as part of a
celebration of Lincoln’s Birthday on February 12, 1900 by a choir of 500 schoolchildren
at the segregated Stanton School, where James Weldon Johnson was principal.” In
addition, Mr. Johnson stated, “A group of young men in Jacksonville, Florida, arranged
to celebrate Lincoln’s birthday in 1900. My brother, J. Rosamond Johnson, and I decided
to write a song to be sung at the exercises. I wrote the words and he wrote the music. Our
New York publisher, Edward B. Marks, made mimeographed copies for us, and the song
was taught to and sung by a chorus of five hundred colored school children.” For the
purposes of this book, I have used the date given by the NAACP and the author of the
poem. |

Merchant of Venice, William Shakespeare
New-Born Again, Negro Spiritual, unknown
Nobody Knows the Trouble ['ve Seen, Negro Spiritual, unknown

Swing Low, Sweet Chariot, Negro Spiritual [There is some dispute whether this song existed
before the Civil War; however, according to John Wesley Work, who wrote the seminal
book on Negro folk songs in 1915, “[Swing Low, Sweet Chariot] grew by degrees as [it]
passed from mouth to mouth, until [it] reached [its] present state,” as he was told by the
daughter of the slave mother who first sang it. Although perhaps not in written form, it is
very likely it existed orally before the Civil War.]

The Good Old Way, Negro Spiritual, unknown

The Tyrant’s Jubilee, Frederick Douglass, January 1857
There is a Happy Land, Leonard P. Breedlove, 1850
Wilt thou not hear the Negro’s Cry? John Rankin

With Drum-Beat and Heart-Beat, Albion W. Tourgée
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