THE PHILIPPINE BICOL ASSOCIATION, AHISTORY

The year 2023 marks the 33rd year of the founding of the
Philippine Bicol Association of British Columbia (PBABC), an
organization of former residents of the Bicol Region coming from
the provinces of Albay, Masbate, Sorsogon, Catanduanes, Camari-
nes Sur and Camarines Norte.

The Bicolanos m Greater Vancouver have along found a
need for an azsociation of their own to enable tham to get togathar
socially, provide service to folks back home and murture thedr
deeply relimous upbringing. When Bishop Jose Somra of the Tho-
ceze of Virae visited Vancowver m 1983 and spoke at 2 fund rais-
mg dirmer attended by local Bicolanos to help support some wor-
thy projects 1 that diocese, he exhortad those present to crgamze
an association for Bicolanos sirmlar to those ones already existing
in the Unitad States.

Beven years later, the first meetms mihiatad by Lizalandy
Semrano Parade and attended by Max and Conme Dayupay, Chucla
Planes Pmeda, Mardo Pmeda and Izabel Amde Costedio was
held at the Davupay residence m Vancowver to discuss ways and
mezns of formmg a local group. It provided the spark for more
exploratory mestines imvolving concemed Bicolancs, all desizned
to generate interest m a proposed orgamzation. The first big gath-
ering, attended by 120 Bicolanos was held at the Ambleside Park
m West Vancowver.

That potlock pienic was followed by a Dinmer-Diance
at Corpus Chnish Social Hall on September 11, 1990, On that
occasion, the foumding officers, headed by Chuochi Planes
Pineda as president were inducted mio office. The other offi-
cers wera: Max Davupay, vice-president; Hilda Albumdo Yee,
zecretary; Amalia Estrella, assistant secretary; Celie Eare
Gallego, treaswurar; Pat Pascal assistant treasurer, Luus
Abundo, Sr., anditor; Elizabeth Valenciano Cruz, business
manager; Manhm Abmdo Cunanan, PRO; and Fred Gon-
zalez, sgt-at-arms. The directors wers: Rafasla Hombre-
buene, Lina Lomeda, Della Tamizjura Saavedra, Formny Bar-
bosza, Foque Relevante, Salvadeor Balana, Jose Fermando Lee,
Cezar Banares and Dommso AmurThe advisers were:
Lizalandy Semrano Parade and Isabel Abundo Custodio. On
December 15, 1990, the association held a well-aftendsd
Christrnas Party for Bicclano families at 5t Paul's Chuorch
Hall in Richmond.

The first formal elechion of the officers and directors
of the Phalippine Bicol Association of British Colunbia was
held at Trout Lake Park m Vancowver on Juby 7, 1991, The
15 elected board members for the 1991-1992 ferm  subse-

quently electad from amone themsehres the officers of the
aszociation for a two-vear term headed by Jose Femando Lee
as presidsnt The new board member: immediztely pro-
copded fimalizing the repistration of 1tz Constitution and By-
Laws It was on MNovembar 13, 1991 that the Famistrar of
Companies 1 Victoria issued the association’s Cerhificate of
Incorporation Mo 5-28303 undar the Sociaty Act. Monoy Les
and hiz officars were mducted imto office at the Inangsural
Dinner and Ball hald at Fantasy Gardan World on MNovember
22,1991,

Under Monov Lee's admmistration, the first 1ssue of
Bicol Express. the association’s newsletter was publiched,
dezsigned to maks local Bicolanos aware of the latest happen-
ings i their community and to highhght the achivities of ther
aszociation. The PBABC also conducted 2 fimd-raizing cam-
paign to provide assistance to the vichme of Mayon Voleano's
eruphon wihich claimed the lives of 68 victims and rendered
thoosands homelass. The $1,000 raized in donations was dis-
tributed to the typhoon vichms by Bishop Tose Sorra of Virac,
a well-known chanty proponent 1n the Bicol Fesion. Bishop
Sorra visited Vancouver on October 4, 1992 and officiated
maszs at 5t. Andrew's Parish attended by many Bicolanos and




with the some officers and members at Hon Lock Restaurant .
He remunded those present that Bicolanos are relimous by nature
of activities such a5 the celebration of the Feast of Owr Lady of
Penafrancia.

The first Panafrancia Calebration was held at 5t. Patnck's
Panzh m Vancowver. After a2 nine-dav novena, some 130 Bico-
lanos and fnends gathered for a special mass at Fantasy Garden
m Fichmond followed by a solermm procession around the beauf-

Lws Abumdo, Sr. was inducted as new president for the
1993-1994 tarm at the Holiday Inn City Centre in Vaneorrar on
Movember 30, 1993, Althoush he was a few months short of
complating his term, resizrang for health reasons, his admimstra-
tion comtinued with +wigor the fund raising for the victims of
Mayon Voleane's emuption, the ammual Famuly Piemic at Trout
Lake, the Pemafrancia Calebration culmimating with a procession
and dimer at Fantasy Gardens. He also provaded leadarship m a
successful Christmas Dinner and Diance at Fantasy Garden.

Mano Garchitorena completed the mnfinished tarm of Lins
Abmdo Br.m 1994 and was himeelf alacted presidant for the
199515997 term. During Maric's admimstration, PEABC zent a
31,000 donation to the victms of Mayon Volcane sruption and
contributad another 51,000 to the fimd drive mitiated by the Ca-
nadian Fed Cross Socety for the victims of the major typhoon
which devastated the Bicol Fegion and other parts of the Flahp-
pines. The azsociation also zent fwo Balakbayan boxes with
medical supplies to Camannes Norte Regional Hospital and the
Foral Health Unit in Daet, Camarines MNorte.

The asscciztion contmed with the anmal celebration of the
Feast of the Virem of Penafrancia. It alse parficipated m the celsbra-
tion of the Feast of San Lorenzo Fmr, the Simbang Gabi at 5t Pat-
nck's Panish and the fund raising achrates of the Philippine Commu-
mity Centre Society by sponsoring a pageant contestant.

Manlyn Alundo Cuomanan was indocted president for the
195E-1959 term at a well-attended Inauzural Dimner znd Dance held
at Benfrew Park Commumity Cantre. The affair had some viziting
moe stars headed by Christopher de Lecn as special guests. High-
Lights of the association's activihies under Manlyn's admmustration
meclude 1tz participation mn the celebration of the Philippine Canten-
rial at the Plaza of MNations on June 13, 1998, The association was
commended for itz well-recerved prezentation of "MModem Times "
showcasing the important events m the country from the Japanese
Occupation to the vear of the Philippime Centenmuzl (1598) with ze-
lected officers and members playing the role of vanous Pluhppine
presidants during that period.

The association sent five youth delegates fo the Provincial
Discovery Conference in Victoriz on Awoesust 28-30, 1993, The
youth delegates weare very active in the conferance of voung people,
mosthy Filipino-Canadians, from all over the province. The first
flimaal cnnse, following the mne-day novena for the Vigm of
Penafrancia was held on Beptember 191598, A mass was held
aboard the ship a5 1t crused along the waters of the Burrard Inlet
followed by an entertaimmment program festunine isting Bicolano
tenor Mano Dhoneda from San Francisco.

A fond ra=ms for typhoon vichms through cash donabons,
used clothine and dry goods with the assistance of 5t. Patnick’s Par-
1=k was conducted by the association. The donations were sent to the
Phihppines in Balikbayan boxes addressed to the Bishops m the
Bicol Eazion. A Youth hMember's Dance was held at the Holy Bo-
zary Cathedral Hall on harch 13, 1999 The activty, orgamzed by
the association's youth delegates to the Victornia Conference was the
first social fimetion for childran of members and their friends. The
association sponsored the first Canadian Concert of Filipine tener
and Bicolane opera singer Mano Dicneda at Chnst Church Cathe-
dral m Vancowrer. It was the assooahon's coninbuhon m helping
premote a cultural presentation with elegance and style feahmng a
suceessfill Fihpne talent.



PBABC sponsored the Welcome Dimner for the new Phil-
ippme Consul General, Madame Zenaida Tacorda-Rabago who
hails from the Bicol Region. Some 200 guests representing 29
various community orgamzations attended the Dimmer-Program
at Fraser Flamingo Restaurant to meet the very affable and
charming Consul General.

Elizabeth Valenciano Cruz was mducted into office for
the 2000-2001 term at the Richmond Inn on November 19.1595.
In 1ts first vear, Beth's administration has already sponsored sev-
eral special events mchiding PBABC's participation in the Mira-
cle of Hope Telethon for the BC Children's Hospital spear-
headed by Consul General Zenaida-Tacorda Rabago on May 7,
2000 at SFU Auditorium Beth and other officers worked as
volunteers and solicited substantial donations from fellow Bico-
lanos and friends in the one-hour televised campaign. The asso-
ciation participated in the celebration of Philippine Festival
2000 zlong with many other Filipino Canadian organizations at
Queens Park Stadium m New Westminster on June 10-11, 2000.
PBABC zet up an information booth mammed by itz officers. Bi-
colano priest, Fr. Manding Abumdo celebrated the mass on the
second day of the festival

The first PBABC Imatational Golf Tournament was held
with great success at the Mylora Sidaway Golf Course in Rich-
mond on July 30, 2000, comeiding with the association's annual
Fanuly Picnic which was attended by 180 Bicolanos and touna-
ment gussts. The golf toumament consisted of 19 ladies, 41 men
and two male jumors from Vancouver, Toronto, Seattle and Los
Angeles. Close to $1,000 was raised from the event. The annual
Penafrancia Festival was held at St. Patrick’s Panish on September
7-15 highlighted by a mass procession and dimer on September
16 attended by Bicolanos and friends.

The association's 10th anniversary celebration was com-
memorated with an Ammal Dimmer and Dance at Hilton Vancou-
ver Airport Hotel on November 4, 2000. A special presentation
was made by selected officers and members who performed the
traditional Bicolano folk dance the Pantomina.

The Philippine Bicol Association of British Columbia has
gone a long way zince its formation m 1990 and has made a dif-
ference m the Irves of its members and beneficianes.



The following were elected Presidents in the succeeding years: Pictorials Bicol Picnic 2013

Jose “Joe™ Arellano [2001 — 2002] IR HY AP  ae 3 BN,
Sahvador “Buddy” Balana [2004 — 2005] il e U SRR RO L o
Jose Femando “Nonoy” Lee was re-elected [2006 — 2007] A ' - By :
Mammny Ilao [2008 -2009]

Roberto Manzano was mducted into office for 2010 — 2011.

In celebration of the 300 years of Devotion to INA [Our Lady
of Penafrancia] and the Philippine Bicol Asscciation of BC on its
20* Anmversary, a 9-day novena besun Sept 9 at St Patrick’s ;
Church. A concelebrated mass, procession and feastivities started at
10:00 am [Sept 18] at St. Patnick’s, followed by a Dinner and Dance
held at St. Monica’s Parish Hall in Richmond at 6:30 pm same day.

Bert Manzano was re-elected for 2012 — 2013, his 2™ term
as President. Induction was held at Sta. Momica Pansh Hall, Rich-
mond BC. Highlights durmg his term were the Phul. Independence
Day celebrations at Slocan Park in Vancouver, participated by the |
different Fil Canadian organizations. A mass celebrations was held
at St. Patrick’s Church in Vancouver on August 23, 2012 for the late
Jesse M. Robredo, sponsored by PBABC & attended by many Bico-
lanos, esp. Nagzuenocs..

Robert Azana was mducted as President for 2014 — 2015 at
Delta Burnzaby Hotel & Convention Centre in Bumaby. Highlights
of his term were the Fundraising Events for the Typhoon Haiyan
victims in the Philippmes together with the different FIL CAN or-
ganizations in the commmity; Independence Day Celebrations and
the welcomme of President of the Phulippines, Bemgno Aquino III.

MABUHAY PBABC!
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