






 

PHILIPPINE BICOL ASSOCIATION OF BC 
Albay . Camarines Norte . Camarines Sur . Catanduanes . Masbate . Sorsogon  

  

MESSAGE 

As president of the Philippine Bicol Association of British Columbia, it is my pleasure to wel-
come everyone attending our 28th Anniversary Formal Gala Dinner to celebrate our many 
years of service to fellow Bicolanos here and in the Philippines especially during times of ca-
lamities in our region. 
 
We are fortunate to have with us tonight as our Guest of Honor and Speaker, Her Excel-
lency, Leni Gerona Robredo, Vice-President of the Philippines.  She is indeed our pride as 
the first citizen from the Bicol Region to be elected to the second highest position in the Gov-
ernment of the Philippines.  I am personally proud to have come from Camarines Sur, the 
same province where she was born and I continue to admire her dedication to public service 
and her interest in the plight of the common people in our land. 
 
Our region has six provinces:  Albay, Camarines Norte, Camarines Sur, Catanduanes, Mas-
bate and Sorsogon.  The province of Albay plays a major role in Philippine tourism because it 
is the home of Mayon Volcano, considered one of the natural wonders of the world with its 
perfect cone shape.  Each of the six provinces also offers varied scenic attractions with pride. 
 
Bicolanos are religious by nature and our association has put spiritual emphasis in our pro-
gram of activities with our annual celebration of the Feast of Penafrancia.  The Bicol Region 
is the home of the image of Our Lady of Penafrancia.  Our people are known as peaceful, 
calm, fun loving and helpful.  We can attribute this to the intercession of our "INA".   Every 
year, we have several events that bring us all together ;  the family picnics, the Philippine 
Day celebration and many more activities that unite us and keep our links with the homeland 
and our cultural heritage. 
 
I consider this anniversary as one of the most important not only because I was given the 
challenge of new leadership but because I have with me hardworking and dedicated mem-
bers of the Board of Directors and active members that would help me in working for the con-
tinued success of our association.  I am confident that we will remain strong because of the 
wholehearted support of our members and my belief that our "INA" will continue to bless us 
and guide us through our various commitments. 
 
Thank you everyone for sharing with us the joy of our 28th Anniversary Celebration. 
 
  
 
Danilo P. Reyes 
President 
PBABC 2017-2018 







Dios marhay na banggi to the Philippine Bicol Association of British Columbia as 

you hold your 28th Year Anniversary. 

 

I am with you as you gather today in the spirit of unity and camaraderie to promote 

the cultural heritage of our beloved Bicol region. In doing so, let us be reminded of 

qualities that truly define us as a people: our compassion, work ethic, and our dedi-

cation to uplift the lives of those we care about. 

 

I pray that through this celebration, you will deepen your commitment to service to 

the last, and the lost. We, at the Office Of The Vice President, are proud to call all 

of you our partners in our commitment to bring change to our poorest and least 

privileged kababayans, wherever in the world they may be. 

 

Dios mabalos and mabuhay kayong lahat! 



2014-2015 / 2016-2017 



FOUNDING OFFICERS 1990 



 The year 2018 marks the 28th year of the founding of the 

Philippine Bicol Association of British Columbia (PBABC), an 

organization of former residents of the Bicol Region coming from 

the provinces of Albay, Masbate, Sorsogon, Catanduanes, Camari-

nes Sur and Camarines Norte. 





By: Leonardo B. Cunanan 











ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Thank you, Mabalos, to all advertisers. supporters and everyone who have 

contributed to the success of this year's 28th Anniversary celebrations!  

MABUHAY tayong lahat! 

Special mention to the following: 

Mr. Danny Barrozo and Mr. Rey Fortaleza of Vancouver 

Office of the Philippine Consulate [Vancouver] 

Office of the Vice-President [Philippines] 

Rev. Fr. Manding Abundo   -   Deacon Greg Barcelon 

Catanduanes International [Vancouver Chapter] 

Pamilyang Bikolnon 

Manny Ilao 

Rosette Correa 

Dr. Francisca Sales-Valdes 

 

TO THE OFFICERS AND MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

[PBABC] 

Danilo Reyes 

Mel Abonita 

Beth Valenciano - Cruz 

Myla Bagasbas - Marrinier 

Letty Cortezano - Louie 

Victoria Tena 

Muriel Boncacas 

Aleta Bombase 

Honesto Dumalasa 

Romel Combes 

Nonoy Lee 

Jose Arellano 

Mario Garchitorena 

Robert Azana 

 

SOUVENIR PROGRAM / TICKETS / PHOTOS 

LEONARDO "Ding" CUNANAN 

MARILYN ABUNDO - CUNANAN 

LEO "Jun" CUNANAN 

TONY CRUZ 
BETH VALENCIANO - CRUZ 



 



 

Congratulations 

PBABC on your 28th 

Anniversary! 

 From, Manny Ilao & 

Family  

 

"Congratulations and best wishes to the Officers and members!"  

... from Joe and Luz Arellano 

Welcome, VP Leni Robredo! 

 

 





 



 

 

"Congratulations to PBABC on its 28th Anniversary and   

WELCOME, VP Leni Gerona Robredo!"   

Greetings from ... Teodoro R. Castro [Sariaya, Quezon] & 

Corazon Oyardo Castro [Guinobatan, Albay] 

  I am Jo Jacob Patiag, CSI Batch '73. My family and I are grateful 

& appreciative of what you're doing for the Philippines as the 

Vice-President. The country needs people like you ...  

                                   God bless you always. Mabuhay! 



 

 

“Congratulations - 28th Year Anniversary of the 

Philippine Bicol Association of BC  and  

Welcome Vice President Leni Gerona Robredo” 

       

 “Manny and Lourdes Marbella and family”  

 



 

"A warm WELCOME, from family Polvorosa Vargas of Lot 9  

Villa Corazon, Del Rosario Naga City and now lives in  

Vancouver, BC Canada"    

Congratulations  to the Philippine Bicol Association of BC  

on its 28th Anniversary 





Programme 
 

6:00 PM 

 
NATIONAL ANTHEMS 

 

“O Canada” and “Lupang Hinirang” 
 

 

INVOCATION 
 

Deacon Greg Barcelon 
 

6:30 PM 

 
DINNER 

 
8:00 PM 

 
WELCOME ADDRESS 

 
Danilo Reyes, President PBABC 

Consul General Maria Andrelita S. Austria 

 
   

INTRODUCTION OF THE GUEST SPEAKER 
 

Dr. Francisca Sales-Valdes, Dentist 
 

GUEST SPEAKER 
 

Her Excellency, Maria Leonor Gerona Robredo 

Vice– President of the Philippines 
 

 



9:00 PM 

 
MUSICAL SOIREE 

 

Featuring: Rosario Strings 

 

Catanduanes International Association (Vancouver Chapter) 

 

Philippine Bicol Association Choir 

 

  
 

AWARD PRESENTATION BY: 
 

Danilo Reyes (President)   

 Elizabeth Valenciano –Cruz (Secretary) 

With the PBABC Executive Board 

   Leo Cunanan Jr., Artist/Musician 

 
PHOTO SHOOTS 

 

CLOSING REMARKS 
 

Mel Abonita, PBABC Vice-President 

 
MASTER OF CEREMONIES 

 

Rosette Correa and Manny Ilao 



 



 



 

 

"WELCOME TO BC, CANADA,  

VICE-PRESIDENT LENI ROBREDO!" 

 

Mario, Marina & JR Garchitorena 

   (Richmond, BC) 

 



 

“Happy 28th Anniversary!  Renee Ordonez and family from Ashland, Oregon, U.S.A.” 

“Congratulations PBABC & Welcome  

Honourable Leni Gerona Robredo” 



 

HAPPY 28th ANNIVERSARY!!! 
Rick Ilagan & family from Las Vegas, Nevada, U.S.A. 

 

We are Open 7 days a week,  

from 10:30 am to 7:00 pm. We are 

located at 4288 Fraser Street, off 

the corner of 27th avenue. We 

serve Filipino food.  
 

 

 

For inquiries and orders 

please call 604 872 0720 

 

tel:604%20872%200720




 

Congratulations to PBABC on its 28th Years!  

To our Vice-President Leni Gerona Robredo ... 
     WELCOME to Vancouver, BC! Wishing you all the best, may 

God continue to protect, guide & bless you with good health, 
peace & joy. May He grant you the strength and fortitude you 

need to serve the Filipino people. 

Arlyn, Doy Valenciano & family 
[Surrey, BC]  

Anniversary greetings from  

Bert Manzano's family  

attending a wedding in Italy.  
 

Back row (L-R) 

Mehkai,Marc,Jet,Leslie,

Cheryl,Mica,Pauline, 

Ignacio and Bert.  

 

Front row (L-R) 

Sandra,Cathy,Abby, 

Sofia,Bobet,Sebastian, 

Muriel and Grace  

 

 



 

"WELCOME to Vancouver, Vice-President Leni Gerona Robredo!" 

Greetings from ... Tony, Beth Valenciano - Cruz & family 

 [Colegio de Sta Isabel HS Batch '65] 

Congratulations to the Philippine Bicol Association of BC on its 28th Anniversary! 

Mabuhay, PBABC!!! 



 



 



 

Dean Capucao 

(Photographer) 

“Congratulations PBABC & Welcome  

Honourable Leni Gerona Robredo” 



 



 

Happy 28th Anniversary to PBABC! 

Welcome to Vancouver, BC ... 

Your Excellency, VP Leni Robredo  

 

Sincere Greetings from Robert and Letty Cortezano Louie and family. 

Letty Mendoza Cortezano is from New Moriones,Ocampo, Camarines Sur.  
 



 



 

Congratulations and best wishes on the 28th Anniversary of the   

Philippine Bicol Association of BC! 

Greetings from….Victoria and Alma Tena 

 It was an honour to fly our VP Leni Robredo to one of her flights 
to Naga City, Cam Sur!  Capt. Jonathan Tena 



Greetings from the Bombase Clan of 
Tigaon, Camarines Sur 

 
Welcome to Vancouver Vice-President Maria Leonor Robredo 

 
On behalf of my siblings (the Bombastic 12), Velon (Deceased), Elmo, Edna, 

Edna, Larry, Joy, Francia, Octavios, Julius, Andy, Nonong and Chona 
 

we wish the Philippine Bicol Association of BC  
a Happy 28

th
 Anniversary Celebration!!!! 

 
From Aleta L. Bombase 

Director of Information Technology  
Westcoast Family Centres Society 

 
Alaine and Ryan Vijandre 

St. Paul’s  Hospital & TransLink Corporation 



 

Welcome to  Vancouver, Vice President Leni Robredo. 
 

Greetings from ...Andrea and Agustin Navarro 

Mabuhay Philippine Bicol Association of 
British Columbia!!! 

 



 



 

 



 

“Welcome  

VP Leni Gerona Robredo  

and more power to the  

Philippine Bicol Association 

of British Columbia”,  

 

Greetings from ……. 

Mr. & Mrs. Danilo P. 

Reyes and family 



 



 

Congratulations, PBABC on its 28th Year Anniversary! 
WELCOME, VP Leni Robredo!  

Greetings from ... Robert & Belen Dy-Prieto Azana and family 





 



 


